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Office of Kaval Records-and History 
Ships' Histories Section 
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HISTORY'OP USS MASSEY (DD 778) 

• The USS MASSEY, one of the Navy's nev 2,200 ton destroyers, has 
had an eventful career. She was. b u i l t at the Seattle plant of the 
Todd-Pacific Shipbuilding Company. Mrs. Lance E. Massey christened 
the ship on Septem'ber- 12, 19^4, in honor of her late' husband,, Lieu­
tenant Commander Lance E. Massey, USN, one of the early heroes of the 
Pacific- war. As the Commander of Torpedo Squadron Three in the Battle 
of Midway, Commander Massey died pressing home an assault through i n ­
tense a n t i a i r c r a f t and fighter opposition that resulted In the sinking 
of two Japanese a i r c r a f t c a r r i e r s . 

.On November 24, 1944, in Seattle, the USS MASSEY was o f f i c i a l l y 
placed in commission with Commander Charles W, Aldrich, USN,- as her 
f i r s t 'commanding o f f i c e r . For the next week, the MASSEY continued • 
on her f i n a l o u t f i t t i n g alongside the dock before getting underway on 

• .'November 50 on the f i r s t of her pre-shakedown t r i a l runs. After con­
ducting various gunnery, radar, and degauslng tests and-exercises in 
.the.Puget Sound area, the MASSEY departed for San Diego on December 
12. Here she underwent six weeks of various d r i l l s and inspections 
climaxed by her f i n a l m i l i t a r y Inspection of January 25 . The follow­
ing day,. she began tlie return t r i p to Puget Sound, where she went . 
in.to dry.dock in the Br.emer.ton Navy Yard for a post-shakedown over- • 
haul. 

On February 15,- the MASSEY weighed anchor and steamed out through 
the S t r a i t of.Juan de Fuca with Pearl Harbor her destination. After 
holding gunnery -exercises i n the Hawaiian area, she departed for Port 
Purvis, Florida Island, as one of the screening units for two escort 
'carriers..' In the Solomons Group, of which Florida is a member, the 
•ship took, part in the maneuvers conducted there preliminary to the 
.Okinawa amphibious operation. She continued to screen these escort 
carriers as tiaey moved northward to U l i t h i in the Western Carolines 

..on March 21 and then up to Okinawa by A p r i l 1 , 

For the f i r s t month-of tho Okinawa campaign, the MASSEY served 
with a .task force-of four escort carriers, whose planes supplied a i r 
support for the ground forces on the island and conducted neutralizing 
attacks on the a i r f i e l d - o f the Sakishlma Islands to the southwest. 
Then followed seven weeks of radar pictcet duty around Okinawa in 
company-with one.or more destroyers. I t was during this period that 

. •'her gunners firs.t'had an opportunity to show what they .could do. The 
ship underwent'frequent attacks by Kamikaze planes, but tho combina­
tion of able maneuvering by Captain Aldrich, expert a i r c r a f t i d e n t i ­
f i c a t i o n by her radarmen, and excellent shooting by her gunners-, 
brought her through unscathed. She accounted for nine iCamikaze 
planes in a l l , f i v e of which f e l l before her guns one evening in a 
b r i e f engagement commencing just after the friendly fighter plane 
cover had returned to base for tho night. 

With the collapse of organized Japanese resistance on Okinawa, 
most of^the destroyers on picket duty there received new assignments. 



. - 2 - (USS MASSEY) 

On June 24, the MASSEY departed for San Pedro Bay, Leyte Gulf, P. I., 
In company with Destroyer Squa'dron 24. Following a b r i e f period of 
repair work,.she returned to Buckner'Bay, Okinawa, as part of the 
screen for a fast cruiser/task, force. This force made tho f i r s t 
surface antishipping sweeps o f f the China Coast, ranging from the . 
waters north of Formosa, to the .approaches to...Shanghai. At the time 
of the Japanese surrender, the MASSEY lay at .anchor in Buckner Bay, 
provisioning for another one of those sweeps 

. . • . c 
The MASSEY f i r s t steamed into Japanese waters on 22 September as 

part of a task force, covering the f i r s t American landings at Wakayama 
on the Inland Sea. Just previously, she had .completed one week of 
•patrolling a lifeguard station on the air l i n e , route from Tokyo to 
Okinawa, over which liberated prisoners of war were being flown. Then 
•followed a round t r i p couriar run to Okinawa, where she narrowly 
missed the destructive typhoon -of 9 October. Back in Wakayama, she 
operated'.with, other destroyers of Squadron 66 on a weekly t r i p to 
Yokosuka in Tokyo Bay. She continued on this duty u n t i l the squa'dron 
departed for San Diego on 5 December, traveling by the way of Eniwetok 
Ma,rshall Islands.-, and Pearl Harbor. 

.' Leaving Pearl Harbor, the MASSEY pointed her nose eastward and 
"home.- She•arrived.at San Diego on 22 December 1945 and after 14 
months at war, all'hands had a very merry Christmas — at home. 

On 3 January 1946, the MASSEY l e f t for New York, ar.rivod there 
on 15.January and was Immediately given 10 days upkeep. From 6 July 

• u n t i l 1 November the destroyer voyaged between Newport, New York, 
and the S o u t h D r i l l Grounds, conducting extensive gunnery exercises. 

From 6 July u n t i l 1 November of 1946 MASSEY cruised i n the'Nor­
fo l k and B r i t i s h West -Indies area, running the gamut of tasks and- -
exercises which are,demanded of a peace-time destroyer; escorting, 
practice shore bombardment, screening, d r i l l i n g , and a l l the various 
maneuvers which go to maintain top-notch efficiency on the destroyer 
service. 

After a short time in Charleston for tender a v a i l a b i l i t y , and 
.more' cruising, the MASSEY reported to Commander Destroyer Squadron 
Two at Norfolk where, on 15 July 194?, she awaited a cruise to the 
Mediterranean. 

. By Directive dated March 1946, the USS MS3EY (DD 778) has re­
mained on active duty, attached to the U. S. Atl a n t i c F l e e t , 

* * • 

The USS MASSEY (DD 778) earned two (2) battle stars on the 
A s i a t i c - P a c i f i c Area Service Ribbon, for participating in the follow-
•ing operations: 

'1 Star/Okinawa Gunto Operation ^ ; 
.' Assault and Occupation-of 'Okinawa — 24 March to 3-0 June 1945. ' 

t . . 
1 Star/DHIRD Fleet Operations against Japans--- 10 July to 15 August 

1945. • • ' : • = . 

! U 
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The USS MASSEY (CD 778) also earned the Navy Occupation Service 
Medal - P a c i f i c , for-the poriod of 2 Septemher to 6 Decenber 194-5. 

* * * 

STATISTICS 

DISPIACEMENT 2,200 tons 

OVERALL LENGTH 376 feet 6 inches 

.BEAM- • 40 feet 10 Inches 

SPEED • • 35 toots plus • 

Stencilledt July 1947 

Restencilledt February I95I 
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24 November 1944 
lUSSBT DD 778 -

\K t r i » I UA« I AJ -X I teAT I JUJ» | J U L I A U O t Atr \T l H O V l Q<C 

D A T E 7 - j r ^ y - g A . T i i n e ' X . S - ' NAME YASSEY 
FROM C, 0.. ilAS.SEY 

SERIAL. 
DATE^ 

092 
7 July 1945 

SUBJECT Action Report -. QKINAIVA GUNTO operations f o r 
• period 2 May to 24 June 1945. 

eovers .BCtivit.ies on radar picket station during; ICEBERG 
ooerations from assignment to TG 51.5 Rafter 23 Nay; 31.b) 
• on L/ol day-(after having been i n screen of CVEs) J ^ ^ ? ^ 
nr« fro^ are, or L / 84, {luoh enemy arr aotion i n area. _ 

FILED: -War Diary - ci^^r^ a/^ 
• Separately as PHDIOSTAT as ORIGIK.IL 

MICBOSEEIAL NO. 131518^ I A C T I O N R E P O R T O.HAV 

•I 

1 
DATE e june IS4S NAME -INISSEY 

• FROM C. 0.. MASSEY 
' . SERIAL 036 

DATE 13 June 1945 
SUBJECT Antl-ei roraft action on radar pic<Q-c stanion ••.^'J, 

OaNA7/A. 
Covers heavy suicide plane attack on voasei off 0KINAS7A on 
1/66 day for i n i t i a l landings. In TG 31.5 under Commodore 
Moosbrugger, ComTaskFlot 5. Ship suffered no damage. 

FILED: • War Diary 
• Separately ' as PHOTOSTAT; aa ORIGINAL; 

. MICRGSEHIAL HO. Ibl590 I A C T I O N R E P O R T ONNAV 

F 



'DEC'LASSlrlED" 
DATE 22 July 1945 NAME 2,tASSEY 
EROM C.-O. MASSEY 

SERIAL 099 
DATE ?A July 1945. 

SUBJECT Report - E&ot China Soa Operation - 12-23 
July 1945. . 

Covers unproritable anti-ahipping avreep, 0542-12501, abeut 
7 miles off CHINA coast hetvr. FOOCHOn- & 7?ENCH0iT. In TF 95 
(GUAM, ALASKA, MONTPSLIER, CLEVELAND, COLmffllA, DSIT/ER &. 9 
• DPa under RAd Low. CruDlv 16). Ar.ea sTrept lay north of FOR 

•(ovor) 
FILED: War Diary • 

Separately ft3 ouo. DESRON 24 ser. 0185 (24 July ̂  . 
1946) J as OEIGIHAlj 
MICROSERIAL NO. 1 4 5 5 5 4 UcTlOH REPORTophav-29-100 R£V. l?-̂ a6 

'DATE 27 July-5 Aug"1945 NAidS MASSEY 

IROM C. 0. MASSEY SERIAL .2112 
DATE 11 Xup:. 1943 

SUBJECT Action Report: EAST CHINA SEA Operation, period 
25 July through 7 Aug. 1945. 

Covers anti-shipping sweeps off mouth ,of YANGT23 Riror and 
across northeast approach to SHANGHAI to cut South CHINA-
KrUSHU sea t r a f f i c . No profitable contacts i n either YBLL01 
or EAST CHINA SEA. In TG 95.2 (GUAl,ALASKA, MONTPSLISH, 
FILED: War Diary . • over 

Separately as Enc DSSHON 24 ser. 0195 (11 Aug. 
1945) p.19 ; Bfl OHIGINAl; as PHOTOSTAT 

_.; (CEHHACt PRS-iliNYASION OF JAPAN;CHIHA COAST .GPStR-lS) 
.MICROSERIAL NO. ^187579 I ACTION REPORT OPNAV 16-258 (?) 

DATE 1-2 August 1945 NAME MASSBY 

AL 

FROM C. 0. MASSEY SERIAL 0109 
DATE 9 August 1945. 

SUBJECT Ant i - A i r c r a f t Action Report. 

Merely forwards, without comment, AA form report covering 
action at 05041/2 Aug., i n EAST CHINA Sea, against enemy a l l 
c r a f t . .In TG 95.'2 (CUAM, ALASKA, 1«DNTPELIBR, COLUMBIA, 
CLEVELAND, DENVER & 9 DDs under RAd Low, CruDiv 16). 
FILED: War Diary 

Separately 
(over 1 

as ORIGINAL; aa -PHOTOSTAT 

I 

. (CENPAG; CHINA COAST OPERATIONS; B-13) -• -
• UICROSEfllAL NO. 136760 IACTION REPORTopnav-2X100 RW. 12-it6 

'•'•0: .'W 

I 
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 

0 

DD778/A12-1 (012 ) 1 2 D E C 1 9 4 4 

Fromr The Commanding Officer. 
To ; The CommAnder i n Chief, United States Fleet. ' 

Subject: War Diaiy for Month of November, Submission of. 

References: fa) CominCh I t r F F 1 / A L ? - 1 / A I 6 - 3 ( 7 1 5 2 ) of 29 October 1 9 4 3 . 
(b) Arts. 7 1 2 , 8 7 4 ( 6 ) , 1 0 2 2 , and 1 3 1 7 , N.S. Navy 

Regulations, 1 9 2 0 , 
(c) AlNav 1 7 6 of 1 9 4 3 . 
(d) PacFlt I t r 1 0 1 ^ 4 3 . • -

f 

Enclos'aro: . (A) Y7ar Diary, U.S.S. :MA3SEY-_ ( D D 7 7 8 ) . for month of , 
November 1 9 4 4 . . w- X 

1. .In accordance with references (a),(b),(c)' and (d), enclosure 
( A ) i s forwarded hereYdth. _ - ' ' -

C . W. . A L D R I C K . 
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DD778/ 

U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

.'/Yar Diary, U.S.S. XQiSSEY (D077B) - 1944 

G G f l D E N T I A L 
Nov 24 - 1045 U.S.S. MASSEY' (DD778) olaced i n commission i n accordance 

Yd.th OpNav spdltr OP-23B-IG?i s e r i a l 062S123(SC) A4-1/DD778 of 
28 October 1943, at outf i t t i n g dock, Todd Pa c i f i c Shipbuilding, 
• Inc.-, Plant A, Harbor Island, Seattle, V/ashington. Cqmmonced 

• operations under CMC under direction Commanaant, THIRTlilENTH 
.Naval D i s t r i c t , i n accoriiance Tdth Com].3- confidential s e r i a l 
0649 of 24 November 1944, o u t f i t t i n g ship and making preparation 
for slia.kedovm training. 

25-29 
Nov • ' 

30 Nov 

Engaged .in f i t t i n g - o u t , conoletion of eruipment tests, loading 
' of supplies,, dock t r i a l s , d r i l l s and Instructions for crew at 
ou t f i t t i n g dock, Todd Pacific Shipbuiliiing, Inc., Plant "A", 
Harbor Island, Seattle, -V/ashington, 

0833 Under.my' i n accordance vdth Com].3 confidential s e r i a l 
0649 of 24 November 1914 ind swinging ship for magnetic compass 
deviation.. 0959 Moored at Pier 91, U.S. Naval Station, Seattle, 
Washington. R'.eled and provisioned ship. 1555 Underway for 
Bremerton Na-vy Yard Dep.erming Station, Illahee, V/ashington, 
1710 Moored.at Bremerton Na-yy Yard Deperming Station, Illahee, 
Vfeshington. Depertaed ship and conducted darken ship test. 

ENCLOSURE (A) 



0 
U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD77S/A12-1 ( ) 

D E C L M ^ D 
23 January 1945 

To: 

Subject: 

Heferencasi 

The Conimanding Officer, 

The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet. 

War Diary for Month of December, Submission of, 

(a) CominCh Itr FFl/ja2-l/Al6-3 (7152) of 29 October-1943. 
(b) .Arts. 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S. Navy ' 

Regulations, 1920. 
(c) llNaT 176 of 1943. 
(d) PacFlt ltr.lOL-43. 

Sioloffure: (A) War Diary, U.S.S, MASSEI (DD-778) for month of Deoaaber 
1945. ( 

1. - In accordance with references (a), (b),(o), and (d), 
enclosure (A) is-forwarded herewith. 

C.W. ALDRICH. 





far Diary, U.S.S. HASSST (BD-778) 

1-31 Daoember 19U 

1 Dao. - Thti U.S-.S. MASSSI (rD-778), Commandar Charlaa W. Aldrich, U.S. Navyy 
Conmiindiag, i s i n Dastroyer Diviaion 132 of Destroyer Squadron 6 6 of the 
P a c i f i c Sleet of the United States Navy, and i s dparating under the Chief*^ 
of Naval Operations, under direction of the Commandant of the 13th Naval 
D i s t r i c t , i n accordance Tdth Com 13 confidential s e r i a l 0649 of 2 4 November, 
1944, completing f i t t i n g out and making tests i n preparation for shakedown 
tr a i n i n g . Moored i n Port Orchard, bow and stem to can bouyo, with one 
6 " ms-n-n'fl IT-Pft out fonxard and one 5/8^ wire out a f t , on following 
bearings: Illahee p.iar C75°(T), Gibson pier 156°(T), and Battla Point 174° 
( T ) . 1 4 1 0 Completed loading ammunition having loaded the following: 
1160 rounds of 5V38 AiC (7357)) 2 4 0 rounds 5 " comsion (2225)) 100 rounds 
m . H.T, Index No. 1412) 1500 $''/3S Ctgs (SPDN) (6740)) 600 5 V38 Ctgs. 
SPDN 3 3 2 6 ) 25- ( 2 9 0 - 2 0 5 2 - 0 ) 5V38 cork plug spares) 12 5''/38 (601-OQl-l) 
p r o j e c t i l e s , dummy d r i l l , M I time fuze type B.O. dwg I 6 I O 6 4 5 1 2 5 " / 3 3 
(602-dOOO-S) pro j e c t i l e s dummy d r i l l MK 2 s o l i d nose type B.O. dwg"161064) 
2 4 5V38 ( 1 0 5 - 0 0 5 0-K) ctgs dummy d r i l l B-.O, dug I 6 I O 6 5 i n MK 9 tanks) 
•12 ( 4 O I - 8 O C O-S) fuzes dummy time ' 4 5 second UK 18 - 0j 72 (080 - 1 5 0 1 - 0 ) Primers 
lock com.bination for torpedo ilnpulea chg) 1 5 0 (920-7070-0) wads inner B . , 0 . 
dwg 145ieifor torpedo impulse) K 5 0 (920-7075-0) wads outer B.O, dwg 145051 
for torpedo impulse chg) 50 (OIO-IO8I-O) pounds, black powder SN cubical 
tanks B.O. dii-g-26581 for torpedo Impulse) 16 (O9O-503O-O) cartridge cases 
B.O. dwg 1 4 5 0 5 1 for .torpedo tubes; 912 (O8O-1501-O) primers UK I 5 - I d r i l l ) 

• 10080 4 O M HEITSD N 15i711, TNT burster chg. M 27-0 nose fuze) l o t U.G. 
MK 11 tracer,(R)) 3600 4C^I BEIP N001711 TNT burster chg UK 27-0 nose fuse 
l o t U.J.) 720 4 O M APT N O O 3 5 I burster chg APT Lot U.D.) 288 4OMU BLP NOO 
5 1 4 1 burster chg BLP Lot U.F.) 80 4 O U U ( IO3-OO3O-K) ctga dummy d r i l l ) 43560 
20MU HEI (0000-011711) c t f s HE Incendiary TET) 21780 2£m A l EET (OOOO-O3O-

• 111) ctgs HE tracer TET) 5 4 O 2aJU AA HST (COOO-01-5141)' ctgs BLdP) I 8 O 
2 0 V A {IOI-OO3O-K) ctgs dummy d r i l l ) 3 6 O O (T2AA-5) ctgs 4 5 c a l l , b a l l ) 3 0 0 0 
(TIE(2I-5) ctgs 3 0 cal) b a l l c l i p bandolloers) 100 ( R 3 A A A - 5 ) 12 gauge shot 

• gun shells 0 0 buck) 100(T) VAB-5 3 0 c a l ctgs dummy i n 5 round-clips) 80 • 
(T2VUA-5) ctgs 4 5 c a l . blanks for l i n e throwing gun) 2 ( 4 6 5 - 0 3 0 O-E) 
destructors AN-4)3) 20000 (TIAA-5) ctgs 2 2 c a l b a l l long r i f l e ; 1-(741-
0400-E)'demolition o u t f i t UK 1 0 4 ; 3 ( 2 0 4 0 0 - B ) ships EIS star UK I white) 
3(2041.0-B,) shipsEIS star UK I red; 3 ( 2 4 0 2 0 - B ) ships EIS shower UK 2 green; 
3 ( 2 0 4 ( 0 - B ) ships- EIS smoke UK 3 red; 3 ( 2 0 4 7 0-3) ships EIS ssoke UK3 green) 
3 ( 2 0 4 S 0 - B ) ships EIS moke MK 3 yello-H) 3 ( 2 0 4 9 O - B ) ships EIS smoke UK 5 
black) 3(20500-3) ships EIS chamelon M 4 TffiG) 3(20510-B) shipsEIS chamelon 
UK 4 TiRG) 3 ( 2 0 5 2 0 - B ) ships EIS chamelon IK 4 mO; I(406l0 - B ) verya service 
box metal complete) 1 ( 4 0 9 0 1 0 - B ) verys signal p i s t o l UK 5 ) 6 ( 2 0 6 0 0 - B ) ships 
hand l i g h t red) 12 ( 2 - 6 1 0 - ^ )ships hand l i g h t bluo; 1 4 ( 2 0 1 0 0-3) abandon ship 
signaling k i t s ; l ( 4 0 6 L 0 - B ) verys service box metal for l i f e boat) 1 0 
(230GO-B) depth chg markers day UK I - I ; 10(20810-B) depth chg markers n i ^ t 
T^t) t r a i n i n g spare guns; 1 ( 5 0 2 5 0 - 0 ) gas i d e n t i f i c a i l a i 

J 
MGLOSURE (A) 



DD778/412-1( ) 
CONFIDSNTIAL • 23 January 1945̂  

t 
War Diary for Eonti of December, Submission of. 

1 Dec (Cont'd) ', ' ^ . ^ 
15 5V33 MC7357J 12 5V38 TJffi 4300; 27 5 V38 ctgs N6740J U25 Underway to-
. Seattle. 182S. Moored starboard side to Pier 90 in berth 3, Naval Station, 
Seattle, Washington. 

2 Deo 0830 Undwrray to Port.-Jeffarson and oonducted degaussing calibration runs. 
1410 Enroute to Pier 91, Seattle, conduoting emergency drlllB enrouta. 
1545 Moored port side to berth B, Pier 91, Naval Station, Seattle, Washing- • 
ton. 

' 1200 - Latitude •47°38.1'H Zona Tine 
1200 - Longj5itude 122P26.1'W Plus 7 

3 Deo 0850 Undanray to Dunganess and calibrated R.D.F. 1705 Moored port side 
• • to dock at Ammunition Depot, Indian Island, Waehlngton and received the 
. following EE33nnltiont 66 Depth charge jeans, MK 9 Mod 3, loaded; 66 depth 

' charge pistols, MK 6 Mod 1, empty; 66 depth charge booster extender, MK 6 
Mod 1; 66 depth -charge booster cans, UK 6 Mod 2; 72 percussion detonators, 
MK ly Mod 1| 34 knobbed safety covers for pistols; 14 knobbed safety forks 
for extenders; 1-depth charge pistol (drill) MK 6, Mod 1; 1 depth charge boost­
er extender (drill) MK 6 Mod 1 ; 15 impulse charge boxes; 30 single projector 
impulse charges; 90 cans for impulse charges. 2041 Moored port side to berth 
FOX, Pier 91, Settle, Washington. . ' . " • 

: 1200 - Latitude • 48°13.5'N Zone Tine ' 
•• 1200 - Long^fitude 123°03.6'W Plus 7 >' • 

2000 - Latitude 47°37.6'N 
2000 - Longtituda 122°24.8'U . " ' 

4 Dec; Moored berth FOI,' Pier 91, Naval Station, Sgattle, Washington, 

5 Dec 0847 Underpay to Gunnery area #5 (Puget Sound) for structural firing tests, 
conducting engineering tests enrout. 1513 Oon^ileted structural test firing, 

. results satisfactory. 1808 Moored port side to'Piar 90, Seattle, Washington. 
. A^onitioa expanded this date: 12 rounds BLSB #BH7-0-44; IS rounds 4A common 
^S-3075; 30 cartridges 5V33 SPDN 6740, lot 2455; 224 rounds BLScP - 4OMM SP 
In 4455 lot of 4jl320 rounda BL&P - 2CaiM lot ZG I30/S. 

1200 - Latitude .48°12.2'N • Zona Time 
1200 - Long|itud0 123°10'W Pins 7 

6D9C Undereay to Vashon Point measured mile area and conducted pitooeter log 
calibration runs. 1525 Moored starboard aide to Pier 91. Naval Station, 
o cattle, Washington. ' 

-2-
ENOLOSUKE (A) 



DD778/M2-1( ) T -.o/c COKFIIENTIAIt 23 January 1945 

War Diary for Honth of I^smber, Submission, of, 

•6 Deo (Cont'd) f : 
1200 - Latituda - 47°^8'H 2k«i« liiM 
1200 - Longĵ itud© - 122°25.1'f Pl^ia 7 

7 D»o Undorway to Orchard Point and conducted oalibra-tion of UK 12 radar. 
TT?/) UK 12 radar calibration completed, proceeded to Port Aagelus, 

. Washington, 1647 Inchorad in berth 13, Port Ingelus Harbor, Port Ingelas, 
Washingtcn. 

1200 - Latitude 47°34.4'N Zona Tlaa 
• 1200 - Longtituda 122°23.5'W Plus 7 

8 Deo 0831 Uaderray and fired anti-aircraft test practices and exercised at 
si2aulat.eid dive bcmbcr and strafing attacks. 1723 Moored port side to berth 
5 , Pier 90, Haval Station, Ssattls, Washington, Immunition eaqpenlad this 
date: 24 rounds 5"/38 4 i commonj 380 rounds J^ZMl ammmitionj 

1200 - latitude' 48°12.5'N '' Zone Tlma 
- 1200. - LoEg^itude 123°01*W Plus 7 

9 Doc Eoored port side to berth 5, Diar 90, Haval Station Seattle, Washington. 
Inspection by COTCPao Fire Board. 

10 Dao Hoored port side to berth "BAKER", Pier 91, Haval Station, Seattle, 
Waehingt-cai, fueling and ̂ provisioning ship. 

11 Deo Informal Inspection by the Coaaanding Officer, Ccmmisaioning Detail, 
Seattle,- Washington. . ' 

12 Deo 0900 Eoa'dLnass for Shakedown Inspection oondno-ted by COTCPac, Subordina-te 
Command, Seat-tie, Washington, Ship pronounced in a l l respeoto ready for shake 
do-sa. 1331 Ibadanray in compliance COTCPac confidential mailgraa 121515 
of 12 I^coaber 19*44, operating in accordance COTCPac Ooeration Order 306-44'' 
of 15 Hovsmbstr 1944, • 

• - , . 2000 - Latitude 48°30.6'N Zone Time 
2000 - LongSitude 124°48.1'W Plus 7 ' ' 

;13 Dec Baronto-San Diogo, California. 

Dalitude Longiituda Zone Tlao 
0800 .-. 4 6 ° 0 6 ' 2 R 125°06'W Plus 7 
1200 ' • j - 45!0$'H ' 125°10'W 
2000 kj-43''27«ir 125°39.1»ff 

ENCLOaUEE (A) 



DD778/A12-1( ) . ' , 
CCTFIDSITIAL 23 Janqary 1945 

* 

•far Diary for Month of Docshbor, Suteaiesion of. 

14 Deo Enroute Saa Diego, California. 

Latitude Lcmglitada Zcrna Time 
C800i40°17.7'M 125°29'W Ktoa 7 ' 

1200J 39=26.0»S 125°06'W ; 
2000: .27°43'H . . 123°43.1'W 

15 Deo Zhxcute, San Diego, California. 

Latitude Longtituda -Zona Tiae 
0800 35°13.6«N 12;4°16'W Plus 7 
1200 .34°28'H 121°30,1'W 
2000 33°13'H 120°05'W ' . 

16 Deo • 094P Reported to Cosaander, San Diego Shakedown Group for duty. 1040 
Moored to bouy 8 and 84 in San Diego Bay. I4OO Dndarwsnt fomal nilitary 

. arrival inspedtion by Ccaimandar, San Diego Shakedown Group. 

Latitude Longtituda Zone Tiae 
0800 32°30.9'M 117°39'W . • Plna 7 

17 Deo 0731 Diaisnray, operating in accordance C<Hnmandar, San Diego. Sh«k«<iyira 
Group Op Ordar 32-44 of 17 Docaaber 1944. Condutting ASW training 
esaroieoa undar WCSS with ths USS SPRINCER ( S S 4 I 4 ) . 1803 Moored to bouy 

, 8, San Dis^^Bay, 

Latitude Lonrfitude Zona Tiae 
0800 32°39'II • • 117°13.6'ff Plus 7 
1200 32°29'.H 117°39.5'W •• 

18 Deo 0 7 0 0 itedarsay cpsratinig in Company USS SPHINaSR(SS414) carryine out 
ASW training erssaises. 0800 Commander Harold T. Deuteraana, U.S. Havy, 
Ccssrandsr Destroyer Division 132 hoisted his pennant ia the USS' M2SSS I 
(DD778). . •. 

lAtltuda Lonrfitude Zone Tine 
0800 3^35'H 117^5*W Plus 7 
1200 32P25.5«S , 117°35.5'W 

19 Dao Unde:>̂ y operating in company USS SPRIN(Sa ( S 3 4 1 4 ) , USS COOI IHST. and 
USS HIZAKD. 1347 EeHevsd USS BaRIE as escort for USS ILISIA darlL 
conduotion of ehore bomtardsent .and conmencad cperaUng in accordance 
Op. Oi'dar 26-44 of CTG 14.2 of 16 Deoaaber I944. 

•Latituda Longtituda Zona Tina 
0800 32°39-5»JI •; 117°l3.5tw ^-^s 7 . ' / 

m'cuos^ (A) 



• : • C> 0 
J)]7778/il2-l( ) , ,ft/fl 
pOmiE?m4Ii •• • - 2 3 Jmiary 1945 

far diary for Month of Dscamhsr, Submission of. 

19 D«o (Cont'd) 
2000 32041'2 . 118022'W Pins 7 

.20 Dso Underway oeoortlng USS ALASKA. 

Latituda Longtituda Zona Tljaa 
•0800 32°46<H 117°20.8«W Plus 7 
1200 32°46.5«f 117°46.5'W 
2000 32°52.15'H IIT̂ OT.Z'W 

21 Dao EBflortiJJi; USS ALASKA durins e-hora bonbardaont axeroiea 131« 1900 
• Joined company USS INDIANAPOLIS and USS BROTOISVILIE. 1910 CSDSQ Exaroisa 
177 firad with USS MDIMAPOLIS, 2016 Took station and oommsnoed aorseninf 
USS IHDlARAPOLia, jECBunition expandadt 12 rounds Star shell IHuainating. 
•Latituda Longtituda Zona Time • 

0800 32°32o5'N , 117°24.3'W Plua 7 
1200. • 32°35.$'H 117°45'̂ r 
2000 32°37'N * , U7°34.1'W 

22 Deo Xsoorting USS IHDIANAP0LI3,' 1328 Firsd Coamandsr, San Diego Shakedoma 
•xsroisas 164 and 167« 1734 Moorad to bouy 8, San Diego Bay. Assminition 

. ezpandsdJ 54 rounds AA oasmon 5V38. 

. Latituda' Longtituda Zons Tiae 
0800 32°18.5'H .• n-rsS.SW Plus 7 
1200 32°17'K 113°07«W 
2000 Moored bouy 8. 

23 Deo Moored to bouy 8 , Saa Diego,Bay. Conducted Tracking Exorcise 175. 

24 Deo 0705 Underway, conducting ABYT exercise: under WCSS. 1705 Moorad bouy 8. 

Latitude Ik>ngtitud6 Zone Tiae 
1200 32°30'-H 117^32«W Plus 7 

25 Dso Moored at bcuy 8, San Diego Bay. 

26 Doc 0707 Undanragr in accordance OSISQ Op Order 32-44 conducting scheduled 
drills and exaroisag, osoorbing U 6 S IMDIANAPOLIS. Conduotod tewing 
exaroisa, U E 3 INDIAJfAPOLIS towing USS M A S S E I . 2252 Joined USS CLEVZLASD 

• St! tS ^ i r ! ^ " ^ ' ^°^°<i anti-miWine coroen on 
USS CLEVELAND and USS INDIANiPOLIS, USS MASSEI in station 1 of Screening 
Plan 53» 

7 
-5-
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riD778/A12-l( ) T io;£f 

War diary for Month of December, Subnission of. 

26 Deo (Cont'd) 
Latitude . Longiituda Zona Time 

08O0 32°33.'H 117°211W Plua 7 
1200 32°29.5'II 118°11.5'W 
2000 •32°30.'H 118°23'W 

27 Deo - 0100 USS AARON WARD proceeded independently) USS lUSSEI took station 
. #2 of ohti-Bubsarina soresning plan #52, soreening USS CLEVELAND and 

• . . USS INDIANAPOLIS. 0734 Reoeived guard mail from USS CLEVELAND in 
mail passing exorcise," then resumed soreening station. 1002 Took 
station 40O0 yards to Beaimrd of USS INDIANAPOLIS as anti-submarine 
patrol for USS INDLllNAPOLIS conduct of shore bombardment of San 
Clemente Island, CSDSQ Exercise 131. 1702 Relieved of patrol duties 

: "by USS HART (ID594) and proceeded to rendezvous for conduct of CSDSQ • 
Exercise #109 and Night Machine Qun Praotioe #110. 

0800 Latitude ' Longtituda ' Zone Tima 
0800 32°47'N . 118̂ 22'W Plus 7 
1200 32°43.8'N ' 118°22.8'W 
2000 32°21'H 118°03»W 

28 Deo Operating in accordance CSDSQ Op Order 32-44 conducting scheduled 
drills and exercises operating -with various units under Commander, 

• . San Diego Shakedown Group. 0931 Fired Point of Aim Practice using • 
Main Battery and Automatic Weapons Battery. 1326 Fired ASBP "GEORGS") 
"HOW, and "BAKER" training runs. 1855 Fired Night AiBP iKGW" and 
"Ul/CIE" on automatic weapons battery. Ammunition expended this date: 
20.ToundB S'/BS AA CoBaaon, 

Latitude Longtitude Zone Time 
0800 32019'N 117°54'W Plus 7 
1200 •32°34'N 118°02'W ' 
2000 32026'N IISOOO'W 

29 Dec 1400 Fired lABP "UNCLE" and "CEORGS". 1712 Moored Buoy 8, Saa 
Diego Bay. iamunition expended this date: 55 rounds 5"/38 AA 
Common. 

• Latitude Longtitude Zone Time 
0800 32°30tH • n7°58'W Pluse 7 
•1200 32°31'N •• 117°23.5'W . • 

3 0 Deo Moored Buoy 8, San Diego Bay. 

9 
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r0778/412l( : ) 

CONFIIENTIAL 23 Jaouary 1945 

War diary for Month of December, SuTanission of. 

31 Deo -0647 Underway in compliance Conmander, San Diego Shakedown Group 
Op .Order 34-44 of 17 December 1944, in company with various units 
attached to Commander, San Diego Shakedown Group. 1152 Fired Badar 
Calibration practioej USS BOGGS towing;and MBP " T A P E " and "GEORGE". 
Made rehearsal torpedo runs and rehearsed Night Machine Gun Surface 
Prantioo runs. Aajsunition expended: '82 rounda 5"/38 BL It T, 64 
rounds'^"/BS U Coomon. 

Latj.tude ' Longitude Zone Tiae 
0800 32°34.5»II 117°23'W Plus 7 
1200 32°32.5'N 118°05'W 
2000 32°33'N 118°14'W 

C.W. ALDRICH. 

1 
-7-
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD778/A12-1 ( 038) 

O E C M i M E D 

4 February 1945. 

Frcm; 
To: 

Subj.ecti 

B«ferenc«: 

Enclos'ore: 

The.Coanandlns Officor. 
Th6 Coranandar in Chief, United States Fleet, 

War Diary for Month of Jamary, Submiaaion of. 
(a) CaainCh Itr FFVa12-1/A16-3 (7152) of 29 Octobar 1943. 
(b) Arts. 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S. Ravy 

Esgulationa, • 1920, 
(c) -ALNaT 176 of 1943. 
(d) PacFlt Itr lDIr43, 

(A) H&T Diary, U.S.S. MASSEI (DD778) for month of Januaiy 
1945. 

1« In accordance with references (a), (b), (c), and (d), 
•nclosure (A) is formarded herewith. 

1 0 4 5 9 5 
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1-31 Janmry 1945. 

U.S.S, M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

D077i/ A12-1 ( 0 3 yyĵH DIAHT 

COflFlDEMTlAL 
1 Jan - The U.S.S, MASSEI (DD77S), CamiflndeT Charles W. Aldrich,-U.S. Ravy, 

Cofflrmvnding, is in Destroyer Diviaion 132 of Destroyer Sq-uadron 66 of 
the Pacific Pleat of the United States Navy; and is operating tinder 
the Chief of Bsval Operations, under direction of the Commander,-
San Diego Shakedown Group, of the Operational Training Cocssand, Pacific 
Fleet, in accordance Tdth Ccraander Task Group 14,1 Operating Order 
34-44, conducting shakedown training exercises, Ccmmandor Harold T, 

•. Deutoraian, U.S. Havy, Coamander, Destroyor Division 132 is ecibarkad 
aboard, with U.S.S. KASSSI acting temporary flagehip of Destroyer 
Diviidon 132, Ship is underway in company with r&iloufl units attached 
to Ccmaander, San Diego Shakedown Group, Fired- local ccntrol battle 
practice. Fired AABP""Sugar", 
•-Anntainition expendsdj 52 rounda 5"/38 AA (kamion. 

0800 
1200 

Latitude 
32°31'N 
32^7'H 

Longitude 
118°14'W 
lL8°02iW 

2 Jan - Moored buoy 8 and SA in San Diego Bay. Held Mockip Training Exercise 
302 at Wast Coast Sound School) Shore Bondcardment conference at 
CcmPhibTraPac, San Diego') loaded 5 practice torpedoes froa Haval Repair 
Base, San'Diego, 

3 Jan - Fired torpedo practices) C3DSG Exercises 140 - Low Visibility Radar 
Controlled; Exercise 141 - S-urprise Encounter) Exei-oise 142 - local • 
Coatrcl Torpedo Practice. 

0800 
1200 

Latitxide 
32°42,5'H 
32*31'N 

Longitude 
n7^.8'W 
I17*55'W 

4 Jan - 0655 Undervay for sea. 1112 Fired Day Surface Spotting Practice. 
1140 Commenced Destroyer Tactical Maneurering Exercise 23. 1457 Fired 
CSDSG Exercise 162, AABP -"Baker". 1930 Fired night starshell' illuminating 
practice. 
Ammunition expended this date: 78 rounds 5"/38 -AA Comon, 24 rounds 

5"/38 ftarshell illuminating. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

latituda 
32°35'N 
32*31'H 
32°27'H 

Longitude 
117 aO'W 
118*03'W 
117*59'TT 

MCLC8URB (A) 1 
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U.S .S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 a ) 

DD77i/n2-l ( t) 3 []) 4 February 1945. 

COflFlOENTlAL 
War Diary for Month of January, Suhaisaion of, 

5 Jan - Caaducted eaoke screen laying exercise; fired lABP "George", 
Aaaunitioa expended: 30 rounds AA Conmrai. 

. Latitude Longtitude 
0800 3 2 21'N- 118*05'W 
1200 32*0Q«N 117*48'W 

6 Jan - Moored to buoy 8 and 8A in San Diego Bay. 0713 Underway for sea, 
• operating under West Coast Sound School, escorting U.S.S, STURGEOH. 

Conducting anti-submrino Exercise 2, 1729 Moored buoy 8 in 3an 
• Diego Bay. 

latitude Longitude 
0800 Buoy 8 and 8A, San Diego Bay, California. 
1200 32*23>N 117*43'W 
2000 Buoy 8 and 8A, San Diego Bay, California. 

7 Jan - Conducted CSDSG Exercise 401 - Full Power Trial-sueessfully. 

Latitude Longitude 
0800 Buoy 8, San Diego Bay, Calif. ^ 
1200 32*12'N 117*45'W 
2000 Buoy 50,/San Diego Bay, Calif, 

8 Jan - Conpleted CSDSG Exercise: 67 - TOrsage Control; 23 - Thcticsj 
140H - Radar Torpedo 'practice rehearsal; 108F - Night ^ t t i n g 

. Practice. 
ABsmmition expended this date: 30 rounda AA Connion, l6 round* 

Hlminatirg, 46 rounda SPDF Cartridges. 

Latitude Longitude 
1200 3 2 20'N 117*41'W 
2000 32*15'R 118 12'W 

9 Jan - Ccmgxieted CSDSJ Exercise: 23 - Tactics; 68 - Dansge Control Problem; 
132F - Long Range Battle Practice; 203 - Flashing Light Drill; 140a, 
141H, 1421 - Torpedo Rehearsal nins. 

Ajmranition expended: 36 rounds AA Common, 36 SPDN 6 7 4 O Cartridgea. 

Latitude Longitude 
0800- 3 2 * 3 2 I N lir ' 42'W 

• 1200 32°31»N 117*55'W 
2000 32*31'N 118*26 TW 

3 ENCLOSURE (A) 



U . S , S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD778/ 112-1 ( U3B) 

C O R F I O E N T l A l . . 
War Diary for Month of Jamary, Submission of. 

4 Fabruary 1945. 

10 Jan - Osmpleted CSDSG Er«rois9s.'22 - Towing a disabled ship; 69 -. Daa&ge 
Control} 124F - Local Control Battle Practioej 109? - Night Rattle 
Practioej llOF - Night Machine Gun Practice (surface)} 164F - AA and 
AAMG Practice "George"] 169F - AAMGP "How'!] 170F - AAMGBP "Uncle"} 
165? - AABP "Thre". 

Aasanition e:q>«ndedi 165 AA Common, 24 IHminating, 54 SPDF 
Cartfidgea, 141 SPDN Cartridgea, 2820 40MM, 4170 20 MM, 

0800 
1200 
2000 

latituda 
32*29'N 
32°17.2'N 
32*16»N 

Longitude 
117^17'W 
117*53'W 
118*07'W 

U Jan - Completed CSDSG Exercise 70 - Damage Control; 124F - Local Control 
Battle Practice}' 1637 - Full Radar Control AABP '•Baker"; 164F - AA 
and AAMG practice "George"; 209 - Recognition Drill; 125? - Day 
Spotting Practice; 130 - Simulated Shore Bcmbardiaent, 
"Ammunition expended: 110 AA Coosnon, 110 SPDN 6740 Cartridges, 

720 40 MM, 1320 2Cm, 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Lati-fcuda 
32*15'N 
32 26'N 
Moored. 

Longitude 
117*45'W 
11S°12'W 

12 Jan - Conq5leted CSDSG Exercise 71 - Damage Control; 140F - Full Radar 
•• Control Torpedo Practice; 141? - S\n*prise Encounter Torpedo Practice; 

142P -• Local Control Torpedo Practice, 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
32*35'N 
32°30'N 
Moored. 

Longitude 
117*20 'W 
117*55 'W 

13 Jan - Moored in San Diego Bay, 

,14 Jan - Operating in accorcknce CSDSG OpOrder 1-45. Ccapleted Exeroiae 
CSDSG 72 - Damage Control. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
.32°49'N 

32°48'N 
. 33*01'N 

t. -J- •> ^ > 

A _3-
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U . S . S , M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD771/112-1 ( 038) 4 Febrmry 1945. 

CC^JFIDEHTIAI 
•War Diary for Honth of Janoary, Sutmission of, 
. 15 Jan - (k>nduct«d CSDSG Exeroiso 73 - Dsmage Control; and Exarciw 131 -

Shore Bombardment, Ammunition expended: 422 AA Conaion, 14 Illuminating, 
4 Common,-396 SPEH 6740 Cartirdgee, 44 SPDF Cartridges, 360 AOiSI. 

Latituda longitude 
0800 • 32*49'N 118°21.'W 
1200 32*50'N 118°20'W 
•2000 32°48'N 118 24'W 

16 Jan - Conducted San'Uiego Shakedovm Group Exercise 1D9R - Ni^ht Battle 
Practice Rehearsal; llOF - Night Machine Gun Practice; 23 - Tactics, 
Ammunition expended: 720 4CMU. 

Latitude Longitude 
• 0800 • 32*48'N 118*21'W 
. 1200 32°49<N 118 22tW 
2000 32°27'N . 118°15'W • 

17 Jan - Conducted CSDSG Exercise 305 - Radar Jamming; l68F - Drone Praotioe; 
185? . Small Drone Practice; 74 - Damage Control Problem, 
Aamunition estpendedj 96 Ŝ /SS AA Ccnnon, 922 h^m, 3078 2CMM 

Latitude Longitude 
0800 32°30'N 117 25'W 
1200 32*55'N 118*04'W 

• 2000 Moored buoy 50, 

18 Jan - Moored, at buioy 50, San Diego Bay, Conducted CSDSG Exercise 302 -
CIC Mockup; and Attack Teacher Instruction, Loaded 4 practice 
torpedoes from Naval Repair Base, San Diego, 

19 Jan Conducted CSDSG Exercise 118F - Division Torpedo Practice, 

Latitucte Longitude 
0800 Moored buoy 50 
1200 32*17'N 117*53'W 
2000 Moored buoy 50 

20 Jan - Moored at buoy 50, San Diego Bay, Conducted CSDSG Exercise 306 -
Coordinated Attack, Anti-Submarine; 201 - Tactical Ccranunication Drill, 

. -4 -
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD778/A12-1 ( 038) if February 1945* 

• GGHFIDEHTIM. 
War Diary for Month of January, Subnissicn of, 
.21 Jan - Conducted CSDSG Exeroiae 300 - Fighter Directicnj Fired Radar 

Calibration Practice. 
Aflsnunition expendedi 30 rounda 5"/39 AA Cwnmon, 

latitude Longitude 
OSOO 32*34'N 117*20 »W 
1200 32*32'N 117 55'W 

22 Jan - Conducted CSDSG ASW Exercise 2, exercising with 333} Conducted 
Exorcise 175 - AA Tracking Runs, 

Latitude Longitude 
0800 32*33,5'N 117̂ 6.5'W 
1200 32 31'N 117*40'W 
2000 32*31'N 117*40'W 

23 Jan - Conducted CSDSG ASW Exercise 2, exercising witb S33. 

Latitude Longitude 
OSOO 32*29'N 117 37'W 

. 1230 32o30'N 117*38'Tr 
2000 Moored to buoy 8, San Diego Bay, Calif, 

. '24 Jan - Conducted CSDSG ASW Exercise 2, exercising in compacy with S33« 
Conducted CSDSG Exercise 145 - Depth Charge Structural Firing Tett, 

. Rttultt .tatisfactory, 
• Latitude '' Longitude 

08C0 Moored buoy 8'and 8A, San Diego Bay, Calif, 
1200 32*41'N 117*29'W 
2000 Moored buoy 8 and 8A, San Diego Bay, Calif, 

• 26 Jan - 'Dnderwent. Conmander San Diego Shakedown Group Exercise 11 -
DajBge Control Problem-and Exercise 12 - Final Military Inspection, 
Cksnpleted shakedown training, 

0800 Moored buoy 8 and 8A, San Diego Bay, Calif, 
1200 Moored buoy 8 and 8A, San Diego Bay, Calif, 
2000 Moorad buoy 8 and 8A, San Diego Bay, Calif, 

-5-
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD778/jQj2-l (t)3B ) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Tfer Diary for Month .of, January, Submission of. 

4 Febnuary 1945. 

26 Jan - UndeiTraiy at KXX) in accordance Comll Serial 0-520 of 25 January]945. 
Enroute to Puget Sopnd Navy Yard, Bremerton, Washington, for poat-
ahakedown availability, 1700 Completed Coimandor San Diego Shakedcsm 
Group Exercise 400 - Measured Mile, 

•0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude Longitude 
Moored to buoy 8 and 8A, ^ n Diego Bay, Calif, 
32°41,2'N 117 29'W 
33*02.4'N 

27 Jan - Enroute PSHT, Bremerton, Yfeishington, 

OSOO 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
34*22'N 
35°13'N 
37 04'N 

28 Jan - Enroute PSNI, Bremerton, YYashington, 

0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
39*36«N 
40*31'N 
42*03'N 

29 Jan - Enroute PSNI, Bremerton, Washington, 

0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
45*09'N . 
46*05'N 
47*29,5'N 

118°09,2<W 

Longitude 
12lo06tw 
121*19tW 
122*45'W 

Longitude 
124*35,5'W 

• 124*54'W 
125*11»W 

Longitude 
124*35'W 
124*a<W 
125*03'W 

30 Jan - Arri.ved PSNI, Bremerton, Washington, Unloaded remnant ammunition 
for t<Jmporary stowage at NA.D, Puget 3ounc|, Bremerton, Washington, 
1903 liitered drydbck No. 7, Puget Sound *Navy lard} Coitmonced post-
shakedown repair availability in accordaEce COl'CPAC dispatch 191833 
of January 1945. 

latitude Longitude 
lOO' OSOO 

1200 

2000 

47*34'N 122*30'W 
Anchored 700 yards south- of Pier 4, PSNI, Bremerton, 
Washington. 
Drydockod in Fluting Drydock No, 7. 

3 1 Jan - Continuing navy yard work, Drydocked in Floating Drydock No, 7, 
Paget Sound Navy laqd, Bremerton, Washington, 

-6-
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

, 056 
DD778/A12-1C 7. -

OECLAMiiED 
From: 
To : 
Subj ect: 

Reference: 

Reg. No., 
R.S. No^ 

5 March ^ 

Enclosure: 

The .Commanding Officer. 

The Comnander i n Chief, United States Fleet. 

War Diary for Month of February, subnission of, 

(a) CominCh I t r F F l / i l 2 - l / j l l 6 - 3 (7152) of 29 October 1943, 
(b) Arts, 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S.Havy 

Regulations, 1920, 
(c) iSlNav 176 rf'f 1943, • • 
(d) PacFlt I t r ' 10L-43-, 3 ' / 
(e) PacFlt conf, I t r lCL-45. 
(A)_ War Diary, U.S.S. UASSEI (DD773) for month of February 

1945. 
1. In accordance with references (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e), 

enclosure (A) i s forwarded herewith. 

C. W. ALDRICH 

112631 
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 S ) 

DD77«/A12-1(056 ) WAR DIAnr 1-27 February 1945. 

G O N P I D E N M . 
1-3 Feb - • The U.S.S. MASSEY (DD778), Commander Charles W. Aldrich, U.S.Ihvy, 

Conmanding, i s i n Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Sq-uadron 66 of 
the P a c i f i c Fleet, of the United States Navy; and i s operating under the 
Chief of IJaval Operations, under direction of the Commander, Operational 
Training Cojnsand, P a c i f i c Fleet, undergoing post-shakedorm repairs; 
a v a i l a b i l i t y i n accordance COTCPac despatch 191833 of January 1945. 
Drydocked i n Floating Drydock //7 at Puget Sound /Javy Yard, Bremerton, 
Washington. The governing job during this a v a i l a b i l i t y i s mde -up of 
alterations to undervrater body to correct excessive vibration experienced 
i n t h i s vessel during shakedovm. These alterations involve removal of 
one stem tube strut on either shaft and strengthening the remaining 
struts. I n s t a l l a t i o n of KN and various other radio gear i n progress. 

• Repairs to Mark 12 Radar and other vork i n GIG i n progress. Current 
a v a i l a b i l i t y ends ID February 1945; PJS 13 February 1945. Ships 
•present; Yarioiis units United States Pacific Fleet, Yard and D i s t r i c t 
Craft: -SOPA i n U.S.S. ALABA}fA (BB60). 

Zone Plus 7. 

1630 Shifted from Floating Drydock #7 to ?ier 5 , Berth 0 , Puget Sound 
Na'vy Yard, Bremerton, Y/ashington, repairs to undervrater body having been 
completed. I t has been decided by Industrial 1-anager, PSNY, Bremerton, 
to run underway t r i a l s to determine results of vibration correction on 
Sunday, 11 February. 

Zone Plus 7. 
/ . . . 

1315 Fueled ship anci- held post-repair dock t r i a l s at Pier 5, Berth C. 

Zons Plus 7. 

Availabili-ty completed. Taking on stores and making ready for sea. 

Zone Plus 7, 

0811 Underway i n Pugef Sound to Straits of Juan do Fuca conduoting 
vibration'tests at various speeds. O9IO Ran degaussing ranges at 
Point Jefferson, Washington - degaussing test satisfactory, 1115 
Commenced modified f u l l power t r i a l i n connection vibration tost and 
post-repair t r i a l . I334 Completed f u l l pccTer and vibra'bion test runs; 
results of both f u l l power and vibration tests satisfactory, 1522 
Moored i n Berth C, Pier 5, Puget So:ind Na-vy Yard, Bremerton, Washington, 
•with standard moor. Topped off f u e l o i l and provisions. 

: Zona Plus 7, 

-1-
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8 Feb -

9 Feb -

10 Feb -

11 Feb -
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( 0 0 - 7 7 6 ) 

DD778/A12-1(0 56)' WAR DIAEI 1-27 February 1945 

c o n f i d e n u i 
12 Feb - 1000 Underway, stood out into port Orchard Channel and anchored to 

load aLmraunition. 1155 Began loading ammunition, 2210 Completed 
• loading ammunition, having received f u l l standard allowance ammunition 

of' a l l types l o r destroyer t h i s type from WAT), Puget Sound, Washington, 
, . Ready, for sea aa of,midnight. 

Zone Plus 7 

13 Feb - Rsad/r f o r sea, 1009 Underway for Pearl Harbor, T.H., i n accordance 
Coirmandor Western Sea Frontier dispatch 121639 of February and i n 
COTiplinnca CinCPac secret dispatch 080703 of February, 1804 Passed . 
Juan d« Puoa Lightship abeam 1 mile to starboard, bearing 000°; took 
departtire, set course 26l°(T) and pgc. 230° psc. Zigzagging i n 
accordance Plan 6 of USF(10)A. Steaming singly enroute to Pearl 
Harbor, qSOO . 
Positions: Anchored off Pier 5, PSNI, Bremerton, Washington, 

Latitude Longitude 
. ' • 1200 47*^46.3'N. 1220-13.1'W. 

2000 480-26'N. 124O-50ty4 

Zone Plua 7. • 

14 Feb.- liiroute proceeding singly to Pearl Harbor,T.H. Fired air. burst 
practice and tested a l l automatic weapons. : Operation of a l l guns 
satisfactory. 
Ammunition expended: 

4 rounds 5"/3S AA Common. 
4 rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 6740 

180 rounds 40IiII HEIT 
660 rounds 2aiM HEI 

Positions: latitude Longitude 
0800 46*-36'N 129°-17'W. 
1200 45°-41 'N 130-40.5'Y 
2000 440-02.1'N. 132 0-54'Y7. 

Zone Plus 8. 

15 Feb - Enroute proceeding singly to Pearl Harbor, T.H. 0830 Exercised 
• crew at General Quarters for Battla Problem. 
Positions: 

•. Latituda Longitude Zone 
0800 41 44'N 1360 02'W Plus 7 
1200 4 1 ° 02 'N 137° 06'W 
2000 39° 36'N 139° 08'W 
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1-27 February 1945. 

U . S . S , M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DD77e/ A12-1 (056) UAR DIAHI 

16 Feb - Enroute proceeding singly to Pearl Harbor, T.H. 0839 Ecercised crow 
at General Quarters for Battle Problem. 1005 Fired burst practice with 
main battery and automatic weapons. 1515 Changed time to zone plus .8, 
Ammunition ©q/ended: 

3 rounds - 5"/38 AA Common 
3 rounds - 5"/3S Powder SPDN 674O 

120 rounds - 4CMi HEI 
358 rounds hfMi HETP . , 
4 4 0 rounds - 20m HETP 
880 rounds - 20MH HEI 

POSITIONS: 
0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
37°- 1S.5'N 
36° 05.9'N 
34° 35'N 

.Longitude 
li>2° 23.5'N 
143° 29'N 
145° ll'Y/ 

Zone Dos, 
Plus 8 

17 Fob - Enroute proceeding, singly to Pearl Harbor, T.H. 082? Exercised crew 
at General Quarters i n Battle Problem, I630 Changed to zone plus 9 , 

POSITIOJYS: 
0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
32° 01'N • 
3 1 ° 07'N 
29* 51'N 

Longitude 
147° A8.2'W 
148° 33'V( 
149* 55'W 

Zone Des, 
Plus 9 

18 Feb - Enroute proceeding singly to Pearl Harbor, T.H. 
at General 'Quarters i n Battle Problem. 

0820 Exercised crew 

POSinONS: 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
27° 27'N 
27* 02'N 
250 20'N 

Longitude 
152° ll'W 
153° 05'Y/ 
154° 41.2'W 

Zone Des, 
Plus 9 

19 Feb - Enroute proceeding singly to Pearl Harbor, T.H. Scheduled to . 
rendezvous rrith towing planes Northeast of Oahu for AA f i r i n g at about 

.. 0800. 0800 Rendezvoused T/ith tv/o towing planes and f i r e d AA practices 
Baker, George, How.and Tare. 1259 Passed channel Buoy #1 abeam to port, 
standing i n to Pearl Harbor. Reported for duty'in Pacific Fleet to 
CinCPac (Pearl Harbor) and ComDesPac. 1347 Moored bow and stern to Buoy 
D-2, Lliddle Loch Anchorage, Pearl Harbor, alongside U.S.S. DREXLER (DD 741), 

• port side to, i n 4 fathoms of vater, 1355 Received ComDesPac's represent­
ative on board. O73O Changed to zone.plus 9^, 

POSITIONS! 
0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude Longitude 
21° 58.5'N 157* 04'yY 
21° 15,1'N 157° 53.4'N 
Moored Buoy D-2, Middle Loch, Pearl Harbor. 

Zone Des, 
Plus 9 i 
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

C O N F I D E N M 
DD77e/A12r-1 V ) NAR DIART 1-2? February 1945. ' 

20 Feb - Hoored to Buoy D-2, Hiddle Loch, Pearl'Harbor. 1000 Commanding Officer 
and other'officers concemod attended Shore Bombardment Conference at. 
ComDesPac lecture room, 1115 Exchanged trro defective torpedoes (Water 
compartment condemned i n accordance -with BuOrd Circular Letter T3-45) for 
tiro i n ready condition with DesPac Torpedo Shop. I4OO ComDesPac Medical 
Officer and st a f f made sanitation inspection of ship. 1500 Commanding 
Officer and of f i c e r s concerned -witnessed CIC demonstration at Fleet P.adar 
Center, Camp Ca t l i n , YJCO Received replacement service ammuni'tion and 
target ammunition for shore bombardment .exercise from NAD, 'Nest Loch, 
Oahu, T.H. 

Zone Plus 9̂  

21 Feb - C65O Underway in' company U.S.S. DREXLER i n accordance ComDesPac confi­
dential letter"201814 of February 1945 for shore bombardment exercise and 
AA f i r i n g . •]'ASSET and DRE/aSPw are to rendezvous v.lth ;'ORRISON off Snugglers 
Cove, Kahoolawe Island, T.H'., then conduct scheduled shore bombardment 
exercise i n that area, OTC ia Commanding Officer, U.S.S, MASSET. 0714 
Exercised crew at General (Quarters conducting simulated shore bombardment 
on Oahu -while proceeding to soa. 1020 Fired scheduled AA. practica at 
sleeves 'towed by planes. Ammunition expended: 

• 107 rounds 5"/36 AA Common 
.107 rounds 5"/38 SPDN 6740 
107 roimds SPDN 4898 smokeless pov/der 

. • • 570 rounds 40int - HEI 
680 rounds 20]2r HEI 

1230 Rendezvoused vdth U.S.S,-MORRISON. 1335 Commenced f i r i n g shore 
bombardment. 1935 Consnenced-firing night phases of shore bombardment. 
2212 Secured -from night phase of shore bombardment and formed up for. 
conduct of night motor torpedo boat attack exercise. Formed destroyers 

. ' (MASSEI, DREXLER, MORRISON) i n scouting l i n e , and mneuvered on various 
courses and at various speeds to repel MTB attack,.simulating gunfire 
•with searchlights. 2305 Seciired from MTB attack exercise. Formed 
destroyers i n scouting l i n e and operated i n assigned-areas off Kahoolawea 
Island during night, 

. . During the day a small clattering noise 'in the reduction gear of 
#1 main turbo generator wlTich grew steadily worse was noted. Permission 
-was requested by dispatch frcm ComDesPac to break off scheduled exercises 
atlLOO, 22 February 1945, and proceed to Pearl Harbor where a- nanufacturer'a 

. representative might examine the faulty gear and corrective action might be 
instituted' a-fc once. Ammunition expended: 

45 rounds. 5"/38 AA Common 
46 rounds 5V38 SPDN 4898 powder 
1 round 5"/3S -white phosphorus 

576 rounds 4Cia( HEIT 
„ 120 rounds 2QIM HEI 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
DD778/ A12-1 (056) 

21 Feb - .(Cont'd). 

POSITIONS: 

U . S : S . M A S S E Y ( D I 5 - 7 7 8 ) 

WAR DIART 1-27 February 1945. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
2 1 ° 15.4'N 
20° 42'N 
20° 26'N 

longitude 
157° 55.6'W 
157° 30'W 
157° 02'V; 

Zone Dee, 
Plua 9 i 

.22 Fob - Steaming i n company from right to l e f t , U.S.S. MASSET (OTC) Guide, 
U.S.S. DRE5(LER, and U.S.S. MORRISON, ships i n scouting l i n e , bearing 090° 
from gvildo, base course 180°(T)., speed 15 knots, zigzagging i n accordance 
ZigZag Plan ' 6 , Southwest of Kahoolay/ee Island, proceeding to area to 
conduct shore bombardment exercise on Kahoolawoo Island; How Hour sat at 
0830. 0735 U.S.S. MORRISON conimenced neutralization f i r e on designated 
area i n Kahoolawee Island. 0744 U.S.S. M.-ISSET i n f i r e support area one, . 
commenced f i r i n g prearranged neutralization f i r e on designated area on Kahoo­
lawee Island, then proceeded to f i r e other ptoses as directed, 0833 Two 
K-gun depth charge projectors £et on safe were f i r e d at Lat. 20° 30.5'N, 
Long, 156° 43'W, by reason of y^rw^i^x^oX mount 3 fi r i n g s either flattening 
depth charge projector protective cover over f i r i n g lock or shock jamming 
impulse charges against f i r i n g pin". 1115 Completed f i r i n g of a l l shore 
bcmbardment exercises. 1124 Proceeding independently enroute Pearl Harbor, 
1558 r.oored alongside U.S.S. ZELLARS at Buoy D-2 i n Pearl Harbor, V/est-
inghouse representative came aboard to examine defective turbo-generator 
and recommended yard repairs. ComDesPac Material Officer consulted and 
sent men from U.'S.S. ALCOR v/ho l i f t e d reduction gear casing and attempted 
to effect repairs. Slight misalignment or "vrobble" of pinion shaft 
appeared i n evidence, I725 Received aboard follo:Ying passengers for 
transportation to next destination: 15 Marines, enlisted; 3 Naval, enlisted; 
3 Naval Officers. I730 Topped off f u e l o i l . Ship i s to delay u n t i l 
repairs to generator completed, not l a t e r than 1800 tomorrow, 23 February, 
by authority CinCPac, then to catch up with Task Unit 12.5.8. 
Ammunition expended: 

91 rounds 5"/38 AA Comraon 
67 rounds 5"/38 SPDN 6740 
24 rounds.reduced velocity powder. 

POSITIONS1 Latitude Longitude 
0800 20°-2S'N • 1560-44'W 
1200 20°-29.5'N. 156°-55.8'W. 
2000 Moored Buoy D-2 Middle Loch, Pearl Harbor, T.H, 

Zone Pliis 9 i 

23 Feb - Work on #1 generator continued. Completed loading replacement 20MM 
and 4OMM amrauhition. Test run on #1 generator; bearing s t i l l runs hot, 
lacrometer and feeler gages show pinion .00125 out of alignment. Decided • 

. by Commanding Officer and ComDesPac Material Officer to proceed to next 
destination and request'tender availability-there i f generator performance 
unsatisfactory. 1433 Undenmy i n accordance CiTiGPac secret dispatch 202131 • 
of February. Proceeding at 25 knots upon leaving channel to intercept and 
join CTU 12.5.8. 2140 Reported f o r duty to CTU 12.5.8 (Admiral Sample, / 

• -5- • • ^ 
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G Q H F I O E N H A I 
DD778/ A12-1 ( 05Ei 

U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

WAR DIARX 1-27 February 1945. 

23' Feb- - ComCarDiv 22 i n U.S.S. SUWANES (G/S 2 7 ) , Flagship.) TU 12 .5 .8 composed 
of U.S.S. SUWANEE (CVS 2 7 ) , U.S.S, CHDN.-UlOO (CVE 28), U.S.S. MASSEI (DD 778), 
U.S.S. DREXLER (DD 74.1). MASSET took station 1 i n screening disposition 52, 
of USF (1Q)A, (Ccmdr.'. C.Y7. Aldrich, Commanding Officer, U.S.S. MASSET i s 
ComScreen), DREXLER station #2 i n screen. U.S.S. SU/hU-JEE i n station #1 of 
•main body i s f l e e t guide, U.S.S. CHENAIJGO i s i n station #2. Main body i n 
column SUWAIIES (Guide),. Fleet course 226°(T), f l e e t speed 18 knots. Zig­
zagging i n accordanco Zigzag plan #6. Operating accordance CcmCarDiy22 
Movement Order 2-45. 
POSITIONS": Latitude Longitude 

Moored berth 0 - 2 , Middle Loch, Pearl Harbor, T.H, 
Moored berth D-2, Middle' Loch, Pearl Harbor, T.H, 
19° 33.4''N • A 5 8 P 52.5'W 

.' . ' Zone Plus 9̂  

0800 
1200 
•2000 

24 Feb - Ib.sk Unit 1 2 . 5 . 8 formed cruising disposition 5-H, U.S.S. lASSET i n station 
#1 of screening disposition 52. '1102 Conducted ComCarDiv 22 Training 
Exercise C-1 (Burst practice). Acted as plane gimrd during launching and 

• recovery of planes. 1700 Set clocks to zone plus 10^. 
Ammunition expended: • 

5 rounds 5"/38 AA Common 
•5'rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 4898 

208 rounds 405.M HEIT 
•60 rounds 20MH HEX 

POSITIONS: 
0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
17° 02.8'N 
16° 28.2'H 
14* 58.7'N 

Longitude 
161° 32.5'W 
162° 26'W 
164° 19'V/ 

2 5 Feb - Fired automa-fcic -weapons at sleeve towed by plane, 
plua 11, Ammunition expended: 

350 rounds 4(3.11-HEIT 
960 rounds 2 0 M HEX 

Zone Plus 10^ 

1700 Changed to zone 

POSITIONS: 
0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
13* 30.5'N 
12 48,3'N 
12° 04.5'N 

Longitude 
167° 2S,2'W 
168° 20.2'W 
170° 30.2'W 

Zone Plua 11 

2 6 Feb r MASSEI and DRKXLER fueled from SUW.ANES and CHENANGO respectively, 1312 
Fired main "tottery and automatic weapons at sleeve, 1458 CHENANGO plane 
crashed - a l l ' o f - crew rescued by DREXLER, 
Ammunition expended: 

40 rounds 5"/38 AA Common HO SPEW 4898 
640 rounds 4CiMM HEI 

• 1200 rounds 20MU HEIT 
- 6 -
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DD77i/ A12-1 ( 05(j 

26 Feb - (Cont'd) 

U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D . 7 7 8 ) 

pceiuoNSt 
0800 
1200. 
2000 

WAR DIARY 

latitude 
10* 43'N 
10° 19,8tN 
09° 21.6'N 

1-27 February 19454 

Longitude 
173* 48.7' 
174° 45.6«W 
176° 44.4'W 

Zone Plus l l j 

27 Fob - 0832 Plane from U.S.S. CHBIfANGO crashed, DREXIER l e f t formation rescued 
a l l crew and returned to position, 1348 Fired main battery at sleeve on 
AABP "BAKFR" and. "GEORGE" runs, 1700 Set clocks to zone plus 12 time, 
2400 Set clocks to zone minus 12 time. 

. Ammunition expended: 
•90 rounds 5"738 AA Common 
90-rounds 5V38-powder SPDN 4898 

POSITIONS: 
0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
07„ $1.5'N 
07 15'N 
06° 37'N 

longitude 
1̂ 9 52.6'W 
173° 55.9'E 
177° 36,5'E 

Crossed 180th Meridian t h i s date - Zona time minus 12. 

-7-
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

r\nn, 
DD778/A12-1 (U i >A) 

Prcmj The Coamnding Officer, 

To: The Ccamander in Chief, United States Fleet, 

Subject: Tfer Diary for Month of March, stibaission of, 

Eoference: fa) CominCh Itr m / A 1 2-l / A l 6 - 3 (7152) of 29 October 1943. 
(b) Arts, 712, 8 7 4 ( 6 ) , 1022, and 1317, U.S, Savy 

Eogulations, 1920, 
(c) AlNav 176 of 1943. ' 
jdj PacFlt Itr lOD-43. • 
(e) PacFlt conf, Itr lCL-45, 

/> 

Enclosure: (A) War Diary, U.S.S. MASSEI (DD778) for month of March 1945. 

1 . In accordance with references (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e)j 
encloa-ure (A) ie forwarded herewith. 

C, W. ALDRICffi. 

U7822 

/ 
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DD77B/Ai2-1 (G ) 

.CONFIDENTIAL • 

U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

WAR DIART 1-31 March 1945-. 

1 Mar - The U.S.S. MASSSI (DD778), Comnander Charles W, Aldrich, U.S. Navy, 
CoiHnanding,.ifl in-Deotroyar Division 132 of Destroyer Sqmdron 66-of the 
Destroyers, P a c i f i c Fleet, of tho United States Navy. At 0000 1 March 1945 
'operating 'in ccoiplianco with CinCPao secret dispatch 202131 of February 1945 
and in accordance with ComCarDiv 22 Movement Order 1-45, the U.S.S. MASSSI 
i s attached to Screen of Task Unit 12.5.8 proceeding enroute Pearl Harbor, 
T.H., to-Guadalcanal Area, B-.S.I. OTC i s Rear Admiral W.D. Sample, U.S.tovy, 
C.T.U. 12.5.8, i n U.S.S, SUffANEE (CVE27). ComScreen i s Connander Charles 
W, Aldrich, U.S. Navy, i n U.S-.S. MASSET. Task Unit i s i n cruising disposi­
t i o n 5 "R" of USF 10-A, Fleet axis i s 2 3 0 ° ( T). U.S.S. MASSET i n station 
#1 of screening cHLspositibh 52 of. USF 10-A, Steaming at 18 knots (168RPM) 
on course 226°(T) and pgc, 204° pstgc. Condition of readiness I I and 
material condition "Baker" set, 0901 Plane crashed off port bow of 
SUWAHEE) MASSEI l e f t station, rescued a l l personnel, then rejoined f o r ­
mation. 0945 Fired au-tomatic weapons at towed sleeve, -
Ammunition expejided: 

387 rounds HEIT 2CliM 
753 rounds HEI 20MM 
200 -rounds HEIT 40MM 
600 rounda HEI 40 MM 

Positions 
0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
04°49'N 
04°43'N 
02°58»N 

Longitude 
174 20'E 
173°49«E 
172°14,6»E Time zone -11 

2 Mar - Exorcised crow at Oenoral Quarters for piano launohinga and damage 
control problem. Screen fueled-by carriers. I306 YYent alongside U.S.S, 
SUV/ANEE (CVE27) and transferred aviation personnel, previously recovered 
•from plane crash, by breeches buoy. 

Positions 
0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
00°22»S 
00°lSt3 
01°41,1'S 

Longitude 
169°23,5'E 
16S°30.5'E 
l67°01tE Time asne -11 

3 Mar - Proceeding enroute Pearl Harbor to Guadalcanal Area i n screen of T.U, 
12.5,8, Carriers exercising i n f l i g h t training and patrol operations. 
Exercised crew at General Quarters and f i r e d a l l bat-beries at sleeve 
towed by plane on "Baker", "George" and "Ibre" runs, 
Anrnmnl ti o n expended: 

42 rounds 5"/38 AA comnon 
42 rounds 5"/38 SPDN 4898 powder 
702 rounds 4 0 M HEI and HEIT 
790 rounds 20Lai HEI and HEIT 

-1-
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n no 
DD778/A1241 

CONFIDENTIAL 

U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

WAR DIART 1 - 3 1 March 1945. 

I Mar - The U.S.S. MASSEI (DD778), Commander Charles W. Aldrich, U.S. Ifevy, 
Commanding, i s i n Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Sqmdron 66 of tho 
Destroyers, P a c i f i c Fleet, of the United States Navy, At 0000 1 March 1945 
•operating i n paapliance with CinCPao secret dispatch 202131 of February 1945 

, and i n accordance with'ComCarDiv 22 Movement Order 1-45, the U.S.S, MASSEI 
i s attached to Screen of Task Unit 12,5.8 proceeding enroute Pearl Harbor, 
T.H., to Guadalcanal Area, B'.S.I. OTC i s Rear Admiral W.D. Sample, U.S.Kavy 
C.T.U. 12.5,8,; i n U.S.S. SOTANEE (CVE27). ComScreen i s Commander Charles 
W, Aldrich, U.S. -Navy, in' U.S.S. UASSEI. Task Unit i s i n cruising disposi­
t i o n 5 "R" of. USF 10-A, Fleet axis i s 2 3 0 ° ( T ) . U.S.S, MASSEI i n station 
#1 of screening disposition 52 of.USF 10-A. Steaming at 18 knots (168RPM) 
on course 226°(T) and pgc, 204° pstgc. Condition of readiness I I and • 
material condition "Baker" set, 0901 Plane crashed off port bow of 
SUWAHEE; MASSEI l e f t station, rescued a l l personnel, then rejoined f o r ­
mation, 0945 Fired automatic weapons at towed sleeve, 
Amim j n i t i o n e:q>ended: 

387 rounds HEIT 2CliM 
753 rounda HEI 20?/M 
200 rounds HEIT 40MM 
600 rounda HEI 40 M 

Positions • 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latituda 
04°49'N 
04°43'N 
02°58'N 

Longitude 
174 20'B 
1 7 3 0 4 9 , 2 

172°14,6'E Time zona -11 

2 Mar - Exercised crew at General Quarters for pime launchings and damage 
control problem. Screen'fueled'by carriers, 1306 YYent alongside U.S.S, 
SUWANE3 (C7E27) and transferred aviation personnel, previously recovered 
•from plane crash, by. breeches buoy. 

Positions 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
00°22'S 
00°1S'S 
01°41.1'S 

Longitude 
169*23.5'E 
168°30.5'E 
167°01'E • Urns acne -11 

3 l & r - Proceeding enroute Pearl Harbor to Guadalcanal Area i n screen of T.U, 
12,5,8,.. Carriers, exercising i n f l i g h t training and patr o l operations. 
Exercised crew at General Quarters and f i r e d a l l batteries at sleeve 
towed by plana on."Baker", "George" and "Tare" runs, 
Ajgminition expended: 

42 rounda 5"/38 AA common 
42 rounds 5"/38 SPDN 4898 powder 

702 rounds 401!M HEI and HEIT 
790 rounds 2CaJM HEI and HEIT 

-1-
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DD77a/A12-l (L / <L ) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
3 Mar - (Cont'd) 

Positions 

U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D . 7 7 8 ) 

WAR DIAEI 1-31 y&Tch 1945. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

latituda 
03°39»S 
04°29'S 
06°04.7'S 

Longitude 
164*48'E 
163°49'E 
162°18.7'E Time zone -11 

4 Mar - Approached Florida Island, B.S.I., screened entry of Ibsk Unit 1 2 , 5.8 
into Tulagi Harbor. 1 3 0 5 U.S.S. MASSET (DD778) and U.S.S, DREXLER .(DD741) 
detached frcan duty with Task Unit 12.5,8 to proceed independently to Port 
Purris, Effected transfer of passenger personnel, 1810 Rscoived orders 
from C.T.U; 51.11.3-(Rear Admiral W.D. Sample, U.S. Navy) i n U.S.S. SU/YANEE 
(C7E27) to get undentay and j o i n TU 51 , 1 1 , 3 main body outside Tulagi Harbor, 

1 9 0 0 Underway enroute to rendezvous i n accordance with CTU 51,11.,3 secret 
despatch 0 4 0 6 I O of March 1 9 4 5 and operating i n accordance ComPhibGroup Four, 
Training Order A - 4 0 1 - 4 5 enroute to rendezvous for TF 5 1 amphibious oper­
ations rehearsal on Guadalcanal Island, Main body of T.U, 51,11.3 i n 
column. Screen i n screening disposition 52 of USF 10-A, ComScreen i a 
Coamander Charles W, Aldrich, U.S. IfciTy, i n U.S.S. MASSET (DE778) station 1, 
Rear Admiral W.D. Sample, U.S. Navy, i n U.S.S, SUWANEE (CVE27), Flagship, 
i a C.T.U. 5 1 . 1 1 , 3 , OTC of Ibsk Group 51.11 i s ComPhibGroup Four, Rear 
Admiral Reifsnider, U.S, Navy, i n u;S.S, PANAUINT (AGC-13), Flagship, 

Positions 
08C0 

1200 
2000 

Latitude 
08°13,2iS. 
0 9 ° 3 2 . 4'S 
.09°10,2'S 

Longitude 
160°21.3'E 
159°56.5'S 
160°08'E Time zone -H 

5 Mar - Operating i n screen of T.U. 51,11,3 i n area west of Guadalcanal i n 
accordance ComPhibGroup Four Training Order A - 4 0 1 - 4 5 . TU 51.11,3 i s 
furnishing a i r support i n landing rehearsals on Guadalcanal. Fueled ship 
from. U.S.S, SUWANEE-and passed mail. . Acted as plane guard and screening 
vessel for ca r r i e r operations. 

PositicDS 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
09°50,1'S 
09°32.8'S 
10°04,4'S 

Longitude 
158*48,3'E 
159°07.3'E 
159°09,3'E Time zone -11 

6 Mar - Operating i n accordance ComPhibGroup Four training order A - 4 0 1 - 4 5 
acting as screen and plane guard for carriers. Exercised crew at General 
Qaarters and damage control d r i l l s , 1 2 0 0 Task Unit 5 1 , 1 1 , 3 ceased 
operating i n accordance with ComPhibGroup Four Training Order A - 4 0 1 - 4 5 , 
having completed i t s designated exercises and proceeded independently to 
Tulagi Harbor, ;, •; 

-2-
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD778/A12-1 (072) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
WAR DIAEI 1-31 March 1945,' 

6 Mar - (Ck3nt»d) 
1447 D.S.S. (miTANGO (CVE28) and U.S.S. SUY/AKEE (CVE27) having entored 
Tulagi Harbor, U.S.S. DRtXlER and U.S.S. MASSEI proceeded into Port 
Purvis-, fueled,' then moored to Buoy 31. Made arrangements f o r U.S.S, 

• SIFRRA (ADIS) to effect repairs on #1 Turbo-generator, 

Positions l a t i t u d e -Longitude 
0800 09°37.2«S 159°00.4»E 
1200 09'?06.2»S 159°36.4'B 
2000 Moored to Buoy 31, Port Purvis, Time zone -11 

7 - 1 3 Mar - Moored-at Buoy 31, Port Purvis, Florida, B.S.I,, completing l o g i s t i c s 
and general preparations f o r operaticn with TF 51, U.S.S. SIERRA (AD18) 
repair personnel effecting repairs to #1 Turbo-generator reduction gears 
and bearings, MASSEI i s attached to T.U', 51.11,3 which wip. sortie on 
or about 14 March 1945, On 13 March & test run of #1 Turbo generator 
shows reduction gear operation s t i l l unsatisfactory. Generator placed 
in"standby condition. Ship's force w i l l ' attempt further repairs. 

Position .Moored Buoy 31, Port Purvis. Time Z5ne - U 

14 Mar - Underway frcan Berth 3 1 , Purvis Bay, Florida Island, i n accordance 
C.T.U, 51 , 1 1 , 3 Movement Order 2-45 with DREXTER (DD741) and RIKGN533 
(APDIOO), formed screen f o r sortie of U.S.S, SUWANEE (CYF27) and U.S.S. 
CHENANGO (C7E28) from Tulagi Harbor, 1 2 0 9 Task Unit 51.11,3 of which 
Rear Admiral W.D, Sample, U.S. Nivy, i n U.S.S, SUWANEE (C7B27), Flagship, 
Is ComTaskDnit and OTC i s proceeding i n accordance ComCarDiv 22 Movement 
Order 2-45 enr'oute Guadalcanal Area to U l i t h i Islands, W.C.I, Carriers 

•in cruising disposition 5R of USF 10-A, Destroyers i n screening d i s ­
position 53 of USF 10-A, Coamander C.W. Aldrich, U.S, Navy, i n U.S.S, 
MASSEI i s ComScreen, MASSEI i s i n station 1 of screen. Carriers took 
a i r groups on board. Operating i n area of Iron Bottom'Bay and The Slot 
covering ecibarkation of troops and sortie of Transport Group "Able" and 
"Baker" of TF i l . U . 

PositiOT-s 
0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude Longitude 
Moored Buoy 3 1 , Port Purvis, 
09°10'S 
08°29 ,5'S 

1 6 0 ° 1 1 , 1'S 
1 5 8 0 5 6 , 4'S Time zone - H 
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

D D 7 7 8 / A 1 2 - 1 ( 0 7 2 ) 

GONFIDENIIM. 
WAR DIAEI 1-31 March 1945, 

15 Itir - Operating in screen of T.U. 51.11.3 in Iron Bottom Sound Area, B.S.I., 
while planes of T.U, 51,11,3 cover embarkation and sortie of Transport 
Groiop "Able" and "Baker" from Gxiadalcanal Area, Took departure from 
Guadalcanal Area and rendezvoused with Transport Groups "Able" and "Baker" 
of TF 51.11. Enroute Guadalcanal area to Ulithi Islands, T.U, 51.11.3 
furnishing air coverage and anti-suboarine patrol for Transport Groups. 

Positions 
OSOO 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
OS°45'S 
03°08,8«S 
07*25.5 '3 

Longitude 
159*41'S 
160°23'3 
159°41'E Time zone -11 

16 Mar - Enroute Guadalcaml area to Ulithi Islands. Carriers conducting routine 
patrol and flight operations, 1700 Changed clocks to zone -10 time. 

Positions 
OSOO 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
05°35.5'S 
04*35'S 
03*12.8'S 

Longitude 
158014'E 
157*58'E 
156 55'E • Time 'zone -10. 

17 Mar - Proceeding in screen of T.U. 51.11.3 enroute Guadalcanal area to 
Ulithi Islaola, 

Positions 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
01°35,5'S 
01*05'S 
00*42,1'S 

Longituds 
154 37'S 

-f^ 154*06'E 
151°59.5'E Time tone -ID 

13 Mar - Enroute Guadalcanal area to Ulithi Islands in screen of T.U, 51.11,3. 
Carriers conducting routine flight and patrol operations. Screen refueled 
from carriers. 

Positions 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
00°03.5'N 
00°31'N 
01^,5'N 

Longitude 
•149*26,5'E 
148°47'E 
147 2 7 . 5 'E Time zone -ID. 

19 Mar - In screen of T.U, 51,11.3 enroute Guadalcanal to Ulithi Islands, 
Carriers conducting routine flight and patrol operations, 1000 Scercised 
crew at General Quarters and conducted AA firing on towed sleeve, 
iBBTunition expended: 

6 rounds 5"/38 AA conmon 
6.rounds 5»/38 SPDN 6740 powder 

530 rounds 4a!M HEX and HEIT 
1480 rounds 20MM HEX and HEIT 
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

00778/112-1 ( Q 7 2 ) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
19 lUr - (Cont'd) 

Poaitiona 

1-31 March 1945. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latituda 
02^21«N 
02°45'N 
03°31'N 

Longitude 
145°42.5'E 
U5 05'S 
143°46'E Time acne -10 

20 Mar - Inxoute Guadalcanal to Ulithi in screen of T.U. 51.11.3. Carriers 
conducting routine flight and patrol operations. 1058 Fired autcosatic 
•reapcna at towed aleere on "George" and "Uncle" runs, 
Anammition eopendodi . 

1051 rounda 40MM 
1817 .rounds 20MM 

Positions 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
C4°54.5'N 
05*38.5'N 
06°43.2'N 

Longitude 
142*01'E 
141*30'E 
140*44'B Time zcne -10 

21 Mar - Enroute Guadalcanal to Ulithi Islands in screen of T.U. 51.11.3. 
1138-Screened entrance of carriers into Ulithi Harbor, then reported 
to ComScreen of Transport Groups "Able" and "Baker" and screened entrance 
of transports. 1625 Entered Mugai Channel. 1810 Anchored in Berth 322, 
South Anchorage, Ulithi Islands, 17.0,1, 

Positions 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
08*38'N 
09*51'N 
Anchored Berth 322, South Anchorage, Ulithi Islands, 

Time zone -10 

Longituds 
139*35'E 
139°45'E 

22 Mar - Anchored in Berth 322, South Anchorage, Ulithi Islands. Completing 
logistics, U.S.S, PRAIRIB (AD15) sent personnel to assist in repairs to • 
#1 Turbo-generator. 1953 Sounded General Quarters when air flash "Red" 
broadcast by SOPA, 2023 Secured from General Quarters upon receipt of 
air flash "WUiite", 

Time zona-ID 

23 Mar - Anchore<l in Berth 322, South Anchorage, Ulithi Islands. 1D35 Dndeimy, 
fueled from SEPULGA (AO-20), then reanchored in Berth 322. 

Time zcne-10 

24 l&r - Anchored in Berth 322, Sbuth Anchorage, Ulithi Harbor. . 0639 Underway 
for Northern Anchorage,' Ulithi Islands, to draw aimunition for MASSET 
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD778/A12-1 ) WAR DIARI L-31 March 1945. 
CONFIDENTIAL . • . 

24 Mar- (Cont'd) 
and DREHER, Drew 240 rotmda 5V38 white phosphorous projectiles, 240 
rounds 5^/3^ powder SPIN 6499, and 216 rounds Mark 29 'Mod. 3 5''/38 fuzes 
from DSS AIJTAOGA and returned to South Anchorage, Berth 322, 1745 U.S.S. • 
DRECLER (DD741) n o o r ^ alongside to port. ^Transferred to D.S.S. EREILER 

^ 120 rounds WP pr o j e c t i l e s , 120 rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 6499, and 96 5''/38 . 
Ifeirk 29 Mod. 3 fuzes. Received from U.S.S. DRSZLBR (DD741) 100 boxes APT 

. 40MM, 100 boxes HEI •2(2111 common ammunition. 
8' • . Time zone -10 . 

' f • 

25 Mar - Anchore<l i n Berth 322, ' South Anchorage, U l i t h i Islands. Repairs to #1 
Turbo-generator.by ship's force and U.S.Sj PRAIRIE f a i r l y satisfactory-. 
Generator l>eing operated with only sznall.amoiint vibration and noise evident, -

" Generator returned to operative status i n view of future scheduled oper­
ations. 

Time zona -10 
26 Mar - Jlnchorocl i n Berth 322, South Anchorage, U l i t h i Islands, Topped off 

.' f u e l o i l from U.S.S, METCALF (DD595). Made f i n a l preparations for getting 
underway for sea. 

Time zone -10 

27 Mar - Anchored i n .Berth 322, South Anchorage, U l i t h i Islands, 0755 Underway 
operating In accordanc'e ComCarDiv 22 'Top Secret OpOrder 1-45 and ComPhibaPac 
Top Secret OpPlan Al-45 i n screen of T.U. 51.11,3, and proceeded out of 
U l i t h i Hartior, 1120 In accordance with Appendix I I I , Annex C, of ComCarDiT 
22 Movement Order 2-45'form3d scouting l i n e with U.S.S, DREILER (DD741), 
U.S.S. METCALF (DD595), and U.S.S. COLE (DE64I) and screened sortie of 
U.S.S. SU.YANES (CVE27) and U.S.S, CHENANGO (CVE28). ComlbskUnit 51,11.3 
i s Rear A c k i r a l W.B, Sample, U.S. Navy, i n U.S.-S. SWfANEE (CVE27), Flagship,' 
(kbnScreen is' Conmander Charles W. Aldrich, U.S, Navy, i n D.S.S. MASSEI' (D0778), 
Upon completion -of sortie carriers formed i n cruising disposition ''5-R'' with 
axis OCO, screen assumed screening disposition 54 of USF 10-A, 1240 Held 
General Quarters for f i r i n g at towed sleeve. 
Ammunition ©qwnded: 

80 rounds 5n/38 AA 
80 rounds 5''/38 SPDN 674O powder 
830 rounds 40MM HEI and HEIT 

1560 rounds 2C!iM HEI and HEIT-

Positions latitude Longitude 
0800 Berth 322, South Anchorage,'ulithi Islands, 
1200 09°59'N 139*55.3'B 
2000 10°41.6'N 139*37.6'E Time zone -10 
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 a ) 

D D V v e / m - l ( . 0 7 2 ) 
CONFIDENTIAL . 

WAR DIARI 1-31 March 1945. 

23 Mar - Enroute U l i t h i lolands to Okdna-wa Shima of tho Kanaoi Shoto i n accordance 
CojoCarDir 22 Top Secret Moveaent Order 2-45. Carriers conducting routine 
f l i g h t and patrol operations furnishing a i r cover for Transport Groupe "Able" 
and . "Baker" of TG 51.11, 1025 Fired automatic weapons at towed sleeveo 1700 
Set clocks to zone adnus 9 time, 
Ammrinitioc expended: 

245 rounds 20UM HEI and HElT 
210 rounds 401M HEX and HEIT 

Positions 
0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
12°31.5'N 
13°16'N 
14*13'N 

Longitude 
138*16'E 
137°39'S 
136°57.2'S Time zone -9 

29 Mar - Enroute U l i t h i Islands, W.C.I., to Okirawa Shima, Hansel Shoto, i n screen 
of T.U. 51.11.3 

Positions 
0800 
1200 
2000 

lati t u d e 
16002,5'N 
17*03'N 
18°12'N 

Longitude 
135*40'E ' 
135°2L'E. 
134*29'E Time zona -9 

30 Mar - Enroute U l i t h i Islands to Okinaira. Shima of/the Nansei Shoto, .in screen 
•of-.Task Unit 51.11.3. lOlS.iTbsk Unit 51.11.3 nx&do rendezvous with Task 
Unit 51.13.3. Task Unit 51,13.3 dissolved and became part of Task Unit 
51.11.3 of which Rear Admiral Y ; , D . Sample, U.S. tovy, i n U.S.S. SUWANEE (CVE27), 
Flagship, i s Task Unit Commander aiid OTC. Screen augmented by screen of 

. former T.U, 51.13.3 and consists of eleven ships. ComDesDiv 89 (Captain 
J.C. Daniels, U.S. toVy) i n U.S.S, FUIIAII (DD474)'is ComScreen. Carriers 
i n cruising disposition "5-R"» Screen i n screening disposition 58 of USF. 

. lO-A, UASSET i n station #6, Proceeding enroute to Okinawa Shima, 1245 Fueled 
a l l screening vessels from c a r r i e r s . 1818 UASSET and W.C. COLS ordered to 
conduct search f o r p i l o t of fighter plane which crashed from SANTS3, Results 
negative, rejoined formation i n former screening station. 

Positions 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
19*42'N 
20*28.5'N 
21*30.8'N 

Longitude 
332*46'E 
132°31.3'E 
131*37.5'E Time sons -9 

31 Mar - Enroute U l i t h i Islands, W.C.I,, to Okinawa S h i i a , Nansei Shoto of Japan, 
i n screen of T.U. 53.,11,3 
Positions 

0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
23*56'N 
24*50'N 
25*42'N 

Longitude 
129*59'E 
129917'E 
12S*30'E Tiiae zone -9 
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 d ) , 

DD778/A12-1 ( 0 7 ? ) 10 toy 1945. 

Frcm: The Commanding Officer. 
To: • The Conimander i n Chief, United States Fleet. 
Subject: War Diary for Month of A p r i l , submission of, 

Reference: (a) CominCh I t r F F 1 / A 1 2 - 1 / A 1 6 - 3 (7152) of 29 October 1943, 
(b) Arts. 712, S74(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S. Navy 

Regulations, 1920, 
• (c) AlNav 176 of 1943. 

•(d) PacFlt I t r lOL -43 . 
(e) PacFlt conf, I t r 1C]>45. 

Enclosure: (A) Yfar Diary, U . S . S . M L A S S E I (DD-778) for month of A p r i l 1945. 

1. In accordance i t i t h reference (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e), 
enclosure (A) i s forwarded here-with. 

C , W, A L D R I C H . 

121839 I 
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DD77t/ 

U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

TOJl'DI/Ry FOR /j;iTL 1945 

1 A p r i l - The U . S . S , !,ASSE'( (DD77O), Gor.ne.nlor Charloc U. /Jdrich, U . S . "c.vy, ' 
• Connnnding, i s i n Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Sgxr.dron 66 of Destroyers, 

P a c i f i c Fleet, of the U.S. Davy. I t OQCO 1 A p r i l 1945 operating I J: accordanco 
T ; i t h ComCarDiv 22 Top Socrot Operation Order 1-45 /'nd Gonl'ilhsPao Top Socrot 
Opor-.tion ii-1-,45. .Tho U.S.S.. KASSDY i n in tho scroon of Tr.sh Unit 52.1.3 which 
i s onronte from U l i t h i , 'CO.I., approachin,-; 0', in.".v;a ShL-.ia of tho :'ansoi Shoto, 
Jaian, from tho ceuthoastan.d i s ochodulod to fnrn.lsl-i n o r i r l support to Iv.n'Jins 
oix-rntions. ComT.ashUnit 52.1.3 i s Roar .idjiirel' i 7 .D . Srr.ple, U.S. Ilavy, ComCar­
Div 22, i n U.S .S . SUUVilEF (Fla-shin). ComScroon i s CTU 52.1.32, Captain J . C , 
Daniols, U.S. "avy, ComDosDiv 89,vin U . S .3. FULL/:.: (DD474). Taoh Ur.it 52.1.3 i s 
comprised of: tho main bodv, ivhicli includos: tho U.S.S; SUT.'dEl (CTO26),' U.S.S. 

' O'Tn-y^D (0^2227), U . S . S . SU.UEF/((P,U:23) -nd U.S.S. ilEJ.EA DAY (C'2337); and tho 
.scroon r i i i c h i s comrriscd of: U . S . S . ( A A L L A . ' (UD474), U . S . S . L'ASSEi (DD773), • 
U . S . S . DIULflDR (D]7741), U.S.S. I.ETGALF (DD595), U.S.S. npyST (DD472.), U . S . S . 
T ; . C . COLL (DE64I), and U . S . S , DUTLDP. (IC339). Lain hatjy is In cniicins forrr.ation 
5-P, scrcenin.g voncols are i n circular scroon, U A S S . - . f i n ctntion #6. Sinco 
t h i s operation i s so close to tho Japr.noso r.a.in Islands of Kyushu nnd Honshu i t 
i s erq.'octod th.at thore may bo consi'inraVlo oppcsition from tho enemy nir nnd 
Giubmarino forces, and possible airfaco oppoc.ltdon. C515 Hold Cc.nonal Quarters 
for d.?.v,Ti a l o r t , mhilo cnrrier.s launcorl pianos ""or f l i ' s t sLriLo. At 0751 tho 
GTF/JIHI BAY douarted from TasL Unit 52.1.3 and proceeded to join Task Unit 5 2 - 1 . 1 . 
At CC29 tho U.S.S. S.AUlU'Oi: -(07126) jclned iho main body of Task Unit 52.1.3 
while i t s escorts, the U . S . S . FLSITHG (1232), U.:hS. TISD.'AE (DE33), U.S .S. 
EISELE (DE34), and U . S . S . SEDEASTrXL: (DE31) joined tho screen. Scroon nor,' composod 
of clcvon chips, HASSEY i n st-.tion #5 of cirevAsr scroon. In screen of escort 
corriers tnsr- unit i n .oroa southo'est of 01;inav/n cnriy out a i r c r a f t operations, 
cdrriors supijlyin;; ."ircraft for .sup port of landing opontions, for combat a.ir 
patrols an'd for nnti-submarino pni r o l . Ehni'cisod crow '\t Cc'icrrl Quarters-
"f/hon imldontifiod aircraft' approached, evidnntly for r'cconVais.annco nurnocos. 

0 3 0 0 
1 2 0 0 
2 0 0 0 

Latiiudo 
25° 36 .4'i 
250 40' K 
25° 44' n 

Lon ;i-l.udo 
127° 29'L 
127° ,21.5'L 
1220 03'2 

Zono Dos, 
minus 9 

2 A p r i l - Oporaiing off soutttorr. coast of Cldn.ar/a Shima i n scroon of Tnsl: Unit 
5 2 . 1 , 3 which i s ccnducting fli.'-ht operations i n su.-.port of lauding oporations on 
Okinawa. At lf . 3 1 tho SEDl'lITlTROi;, FLEItl'SD nnd EJS'.lii; l o f t -tho scroon to roport 
to C.T.U. 52 , 1 . 1 , 

C 3 0 0 
1 2 0 0 
2 0 0 0 ' 

Latitude 
25° 22'N 
25° 29'1! 
25° 40'N 

Longitudo 
1.27° 42.5'S 
123° 05.2'B 
123°,27'B 

Zono Dos. 
rdnuc 9 

- 1 -



7 > 9X 

C O M E N M 
DD778/ 

U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

TTAR DIARY FOR' .AIIIIL 1945 

1 A i ^ r i l - The IT.G.S. I7E3EY (DD773), Conncn-icr Charloc U. /ILdrich, U.S. Vo.vy, 
• Connnnding, i s i n Dontroycr D i v i o l o n 132 of Do;;+.royor Sqrndron 66 of Destroyors, 
P a c i f i c F l e e t , of t h e U.S. Favy. At 0000 1 A ] - r i l 1945 oporcting i n accordanco 
w i t h ComCarDiv 22'Top Socrot Operation Order 1-45 rnd ConI ••ibsTac Top, Socrot 
Operation A-1-45. The U.S.S. PASSDY i s in. tho ccrcrn. of Tc.ch Unit 52.1.3 which 
i s er-rov-te from ' J l l t h i , ' V.'.C.l., approaching Ghin.-.wa Shima of the "fancoi Shoto, 
Japan, from tho couthcacta.;d i s sc'iodulod to fur.rid-, a e r i a l suni-ort to lan d i n g 
olKjrntion . G . ComTa.shUnit 52.1 .3 i s Roar Admlr.?! \7.D. S r c p l c , u'.S. Pavy, ComCar­
Div 22, In U.S.S. •SCYAED ( F l a - s h i n ) . ComScroon i s CTU 52.1.32, Cantnin J.C. 
Dan i e l s , U.S.--Ravy, GomDocDiv S9, i n U.S.S. FULLAY (DD474). Teak Unit 52.1 .3 i s 

• • S.S. Sg-UED (G^7E26), U.S.S. comprised of: tho main body, w'lich include 
CTE-RY'CO {(7TE27), TJ.S.S, 3UTDF (CE2S) and U.S.S. SIEE.ER RÂ ^ (CTOS?); and the 
screen which i s comprised of: U.S.S. (CCL.'C (IDA74), TJ.S.S. LC3SDY (DD77-S), 
U.S.S. CEJaUR -(DD7a), U.S.S. LE7C .E ' (DD595), (DDA72), U..S.S. 
U.G.. 0011 (D2641), and U.S.S. PTji'LDp (DF339). 'bain body i s i n c n i i s i n g formation 
5 - i l , screening V S G C O I S are i n c i r c u l a r screen, TliSSDY i n st:-.tion A6. Since 
t h i s oporation i s so cjoso to tho Japa_nosto main Islands of Kyushu and ilonshu i t 
i s ear>ected t h a t there may be -connidera'-lo •ojRocition from tho oneny a i r and 
submarine f o r c e s , and p o s s i b l o surfaco opposition. 0515 Hold Qonovcl Quarters 
f o r dawn a l e r t , whilo c a r r i e r s launco/' planes C r f i r s t c t r i l o . At C751 tho 
STF/JER DAY doiurtod from Ta.sb I'nit 52.1.3 and nroccndod to j o i t ; Task Un.Lt 52.1.1. 
At Cf.29 tho TJ.S.;:.. CA'ICU'Qi; (CiE26) Jo.lnod Iho m i l ! body of Task Unit 52.1.3 
whil e i t s oscorts, tho U.S.S. FlYETiE, (1132), U.S.S. TISEA -D (DD33), U.S.S. 
EISDLD (DE34), and U.S.S. SEPEPCTRO:.: (DE31) joined the screen. Screen now compxised 
of eleven chips, I.ESSEY i n st-.tion ;,"5 o f c i r c u l a r scroon. In screen of escort 
c a r r i e r s task u n i t i n area-southpast of Okinawa c a r r y out ai r c r a f t ' o p i e r a t i o n s , 
c a r r i e r s s u p j l y i n g a i r c r a f t for'supj-ort o f lan-ling o p o n t i o n s , for comTra.t a i r 
p a t r o l s aud f o r - a n t i - s u T x i a r i r o - p n t r o l . ' Emorcirn-.i crow at Cc^icrcl Q-unrtcrs 
whon u n i d e n t i f i e d a i r c r a f l approached, e v i d e n t l y f o r rcconcair.ar.ncc. purpo.sos. 

OSOO 
1200 
2000 

L a t i i u d o 
25° 3 6 . 4 ' : : 
•25° 40 ' ' i ; 
25° 44 ' w 

Lon gitv.do 
12'/° 2v'E 
127° 21,5 '2 
l2So 03'E 

Zono Dos, 
minus 9 ' 

Y i p r i l - Opor-.tirig o f f southorn cor\r.t of Ck"inaT:a S'nlma In screen of Tasl-:.Unit 
5.2.1.3 wiiich i s conducting f l i - j h t oporaiions i n c u v o r t oS lanfdng operations on 
Okinawa. At 1231 tlio SEDEI-ETRO!.:, FLEirilTt ,an-T EISELL l o f t the screen t c roport 
to C.T.U. 5 2 . 1 . 1 . 

L a t i t u d e Longitude Zono Dos. 
OSOO ' 25° 22'U 1.27° 4 2 . 5 ' 2 minus 9 
1200 25° 29'U 12S° 05.S'B 
2000 25° 40'U 120° ,27'3 
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D D 7 7 8 / kjj. DI-EI ?CA' .ERIL 1945 

3 A p r i l - Continuod onerating with oarriorc off r.outborn coast of O'.rinawa Shina. 
I.t 1547 the FLEITAl-rejoined tho scroon, and at 1343 the ZI3LLE and SEEEIATROl.: 
rejoined the scroon. 

Latitiadc Lon Itudo Zono Dec. 
. OSOO 25° 12': : 12S° C9'2 . minus 9 

1200 25° 39'N 123° IC'B 
2000 25° 2 2 'i: 123° 09.3'L 

4 i'.pi'il - Contitmod operating i n carrier scroon w'-.ilo c-irriors'sup; ort landing 
oporaiions on Okinawa Shiwia. f.t ]3.26 tost f i r e ! mtor.-tic weapons, having 
cwpondcd tho folloT/ing amounts of .anrarnitLon: 134 ro-nnds fCrwu, 36 rounds of 

•40nm. 
Latitude Longitude Zono Dos. 

0300 25° 10.5':: 123° 2 0 . 7 ' 3 minus 9 . 
1200 25° 41 ' : : 120° 0 3 ' 2 
2000 25° 32':: 123° 33'L 

5 A p r i l - Gnorating i n screen of T;.s]: Unit 52.1,3 whiali i s coud-.ct-! n- f l i g h t 
opoi-tions i n csiuort of Okinawa landin-s. At C701 2:elod to cv - c i t p fron U.S.A. 

Latitude Longiludo 3cno Los. 
0300 25°10.5'N 128°20.7'E minus 9 
1200 25°41'N 12S°03'E 
2000 25*32'N 128*08<E 

6 A p r i l - Cper-ting i n screen of Tab Unit 52.1.3 off southeast coast of CIrir.awa 
Shima. At 1517 SZ-UZ.lSTkO:: and LISLLE lol-t TOsk Unit 52.1.3 to prococd on mission 
assignod. Several times each day uriido r t i f i c d pl-ncs approach. Sonc arc 
id e n t i f i e d as friendly i'B:''s, -.hile others .appc-r to bo onomy rocor.naisance 
pianos f l y i n g .at opoods up to 300 knots.' 

Lntitude Lon dti'.do Zono Des. .. 
0300 25° 14':: 123° ;:6'S riinv.s 9 
1200 25° 29':: 123° 47'E 
2000 25° 35':. 123° 05'£ 

7 A p r i l - Operating i n c-arrier scrcon o ff southoast coast of Okinawa Shima. During 
morning fuoled fron SANQAI,'!01I and dclivorod various gear from C:ZI:AUCXD to 
S-lilG-lUON.' 

Latitude Longitude Zone Des. 
OSOO 24° 55':: 127° 3C'E minus 9 ' ' 
1200 25° 23'H 127°.56'E 
2000 • • .25° 3S'I; 123° /jL'E 

8-April - Operating i n screen of C.T.U. 52.1.3 off southeast coast of OksLnawa. 
• At 1308 SEDSRSTROL: and EIS'ZLE rejoined scroon. 

Latitude Longitudo Zone Dos. 
0800 24° 30'i: ' . 127° 24'S minus 9 Y 
1200 2JyO 45.3'N 127° 55.5'E 
2000 25° 07'N 1280 11'2 

-o-
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9 A p r i l - Stenming' off southeast coast of Oki.riaT,r i n scroon nf Task Unit 52,1 .3. 
ri'LOSY Tras informed that she would proceed to Perano lo t t o with oU"„';:,"2i;, CLEEriiTRCil, 
and EISiiLS on the evening of tho tentji for replcnisu-.ent of fuel, aruwunition, 
and provisions. 

Latitude Lon-itr.dc Zone Des. 
OSCO 25° Ol'U 126* 5?'E lainus 9 
1200 25° 24'i: 127° 07'E 
2000- 25° 02.5'H 127° 17'E 

10 A p r i l - In screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 opor-.tin- off southeast coast of Okinawa 
i n support of laji-ing operations on Okinawa. 135S C.T.U. 52.1.3 hoisted his f l a g 
i n the SAid'AON, At 1953, with SUiTlAPL;, SSDSPLTkO::, anrl SISSLE, departed for 
Kerama Retto/ screening SUTLUIDE enroiite. GonCortDiv 31 i n SEDEll£T?i)I.I i s ComScreen. 

Latitude • Longitude Zone Des. 
0800 • 24° 56'N • 126* 33'B minus 9 
1200 24° 40'U 126° /A'S 

• 2000 24° 25'i: 126° 23'E 

11- A p r i l - Proceeding to Kerrma Retto with SlBLlETlJOi:, .and EISELE, screening SUTLUIES. 
'Fueled from AO-155. ' Attempted to draw mail, supplies, and provisions. Uo mail 
had arrived for us, no provisions or supplies were available. Pic3:od up guard 
m.ail. 1637 Underray and proceodod out of Lcrpjr.a Lotto followed by SEDERSTROU and 
EISELE, then form-.ed screen to escort SlE'A'iiEE bad: to join C.T.U. 52.1.3. ' 2335 
Rejoined Task Unit 52.1.3 south of Okinawa and ap.vin took station i n screen. . 

Latitude Longitude Zona Des. 
0800 26° 05.S'N 127° 20.5'E minus 9 
1200 Anchored i n Kerema Pvotto. 
2000 26° 30'il 12'/° 21'E 

12 A p r i l - Steaming i n screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 off southern coast of Okinawa 
Shima. 0900 Pickted up •unidentifiod plane on radar and called crew to General Quarters. 
Jap plane shot dovm by plane fron Taslc Unit 52.1.3 a i r .group beeu-ing 035° True, 
distance 10 miles from formation. _1L58 Task Unit 52.1.3 made rendezvous with' f l e e t 
o i l e r s (T.U. -50.18.53) and commenced fueling of carriers and escorts. 1715 Fueled 
to capacity from U.S.S. SUALUCO (AO 4 9 ) . 

Latitude Longitude Zone Des, 
0800 • •25°14.'N 129°33'E minus 9 
12C0 25°35.2'N 130°53.6'E 
2000 25°28»N 131*15'E 

13 A p r i l - Steaming i n screen of Taslc Unit 52.1.3 (T.U. 50.18.53 included i n formation) 
• southeast of Okiruiwa Shima carrying out fuelin.g eccercises. 0037 Fueling exercises 
of T.U. 52.1,3 completed, 0114 Task Unit 50.18.53 departed on assigned duty. 
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13 A p r i l (Continued)' 

0730 Horn contact type float i n g mine sighted by MASSET lookout at 25°22'N, 128°52'E 
and exploded by r i f l e ' f i r e , 0936 CTU 52,1.3 shifted f l a g to U.S.S. Slh'/ANSE (C"7E-27). 

. 2011 .CHENAJTGO, TISDAIE, GUEST, and SEDERSTROC departed for Kerama Retto for re­
arming- and replenishment of supplies. 

Latitude Longitude Zone Des. • 
0800 24*22'N 128*45*E Minus 9 

- 1200 25*35'N 129°09'E 
2000 25°07'N 128°12'E 

14 A p r i l - Steaming i n screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 off Southern Coast of Okinaira, Stoma, 
Carriers conducting f l i g h t operations i n support of Okinawa landing and troop oper-
atio.ns, 2134 SAI-UEE, DRSIOER, FI.E.UNG, and EI3EIE departed for rearming and're-
•plenishment of supplies at Kerama Retto. 

Latitude. Longitude Zone Des. 
0800 25°36'N 127°59'E Minus 9 
1200 25°08'N ' 127°45.5'E • ' ' • 
2000 25*31'N 127*22'E 

15 A p r i l - Steaming i n screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 off Southern Coast of Okinawa conduct-
. ing f l i g h t operations i n support of amphibious operations i n Oki.nawa, 0652 Exploded 

horned fl o a t i n g mine vdth gunfire at 25*33.2'N, 127°34'E. 072? CHEiAKGO, GUEST, 
SEDERSTROJi, and TISDAIE rejoined formation. 1300 Held Memorial ServiceS f o r the 
late President Roosevelt, , ,f /• 

latitude ' •' Longitude Zone Des. 
0800 25°22'N 127*35'S Idnus 9 
1200 25029'U • 128°00'E 
2000 25*38.5'N 128°45'E 

16 A p r i l - Steaming i n screen of Task '.nit 52.1.3 off Southeast Coast of Okinawa, 
0605 SANGAMON, DREKLER, EISELE, and FLEf.UNG rejoined fonr.ation. 1336 Refueled to 
.capacity from tho CHENANGO, 1430 U.S.S. JEFFERS (D::S27) joined formation. 17C0 
FLK,n:NG detached on duty assigned. 2100 SEDERSTROf.:, EISEIE, and TISDAIE departed 
on' duty assigned, • . , 

Latitude Longitudo Zone Des, 
0800 25*10'N 127*46'E Minus 9 . 
1200 25*11.2'N 127*38'E 
2000 -25*21'N 128*11'E 

17 A p r i l - Steaming i n screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 off Southeast Coast of Okinawa Shima. 
MASSEY transferred gear of ComCarDiv 22 from SUA'AKEB to SANG.UION. 

Latitude Longitude Zone Des, 
0800 25*36'N 128*39'E Minus 9 
1200 25*36'N 128°17'E 
2000 25°13.2'N 12S°21.2'E 
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1 8 A p r i l - Continued transfer of fla g personnel and gear to SANG.KON from SIWANEE. 
. 0722 Received ComCarDiv 22 on board and cast off from SIT.YATEE, V/ent to General 

Quarters to. repel possible a i r attack. CTU 52.1,3 i n MS3EI assumed t a c t i c a l 
command. Secured from Genaral Quarters when contacts were identified as friendly, 
0755 ComCarDiv 22 transferred to•SANG.UtON. O6OO ComCarDiv 22 (CTU 52 ,1 .3) assumed 
t a c t i c a l command i n SANGAMON, Comnleted transfer of f l a g personnel and gear, ' 

Latitude Longitude Zone Des. 
0800 24*25'N 126°43'E Minus 9 
1200 24°40'N 126046'E 
20C0 •25*59'N 126*55.5'E 

19 A p r i l - - Steaming i n screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 off Eastern Coast of Miyako Jima 
conducting barrier f l i g h t operations against Sakashima Gunto, This unit w i l l 
f u e l from tankers of Thsk Unit 50.1,8 tomorrow. 

Latitude Longitude Zone Des. 
0800 24 31'N 126*54'E Minus 9 
•1200 24*12'N 126057.5'E 
2000 23°50.5'N 126*34.5'E 

20 A p r i l - Operating i n screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 off Southeast Coast of Okinawa, 
TasLUnit 52,1,3 fueling from Task Unit 50.1.8. MASSSI refueled from PATUXENT 
(AO-44). Transferred p i l o t and mall from SANGAMON to SANTEE. Notified that 
?/ASSEI would proceed with SUUANKE and EDI.TJNDS to Kerajna Rotto on 21 A p r i l for 
replenishment of l o g i s t i c s requlromonta and mail. 

Latitude Longitude Zone Des. 
0800 • 25*25'N 129*36.5'E Minus 9 
1200 24°47.8'N 129*40.8'E 
2000 24*50.5'N 129°05'B 

21 A p r i l - Steaming i n screen of Task Unit 52.1.3. At 1936 MASSEI, SUWANEE, and 
EaUNDS, departed from TU 52.1,3 for Kerama Retto. 

Latitude Longitude Zone Dos, 
0800 24 43'N 126*38'E Minus 9 
1200 24*48iN 126*44.6'E 
2000 24*1.0'N 126*49'E 

'22 A p r i l - Entered Kerama Retto with SUWATEE and EDI.UNDS. Oiler from ATASCOSA -
(AO-66), drew U.S, and Guard Mail for screen of Task Unit 52 .1 ,3 . Drew dry 
provisions. At I63O cleared anti-submarine nets and proceeded out of harbor 
followed, by EDMUNDS and SUWANEE, proceeded to rendezvous with Task Unit 52.1 .3 
off East Coast of liLyako Jima. 

Latitude Longitudo Zone Des. 
0800 25*lOiS . •:. 127*18.6'S Mtous 9 
1200 • Anchored Kerama Retto. .. y 
2000 25*35'N 127*29'B ^ 

- 5 -



CONFIDENTIAL U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DDT78/ 
23 A p r i l - Proceeding from Kerama Retto vdth SUWANEE and EU.RJNDS to j o i n Task Unit 

5 2 . 1 . 3 . 0620 Joined Task Unit 52.1.3 east of Kiyako Retto and passed mail to 
screen. .2030 CHEIU'vNGO, GUEST and BUTLER departed formation for Kerama Retto. . 

.0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
24*27'N 
24°11'N 
23*55'N 

Longitude 
126*50'E 
127*02'E 
126*38.8'E Zone time - 9 

24 A p r i l - Ste/iming i n screen .of Task Unit 52.1.3^ off tostem Coast of Miyako Retto 
while carriers planes conduct f l i g h t operations against Sakashima Gunto. 0832 
Test f i r e d automatic weapons. 1010 CTU 52.1.3 (ComCarDiv 22) transferred flag 

•. to SUWANEE. 1150 JEFFERS departed to Transport ferry p i l o t s to CTG 50.8, 1919 ' 
SANGAl'ON, DREXLER, and EDI-FONDS l e f t for Kerama Rat'to for replenishment of 
l o g i s t i c s , • •., 

Ammunition expended: 
84 rounds kOlTl 

143 founds zOifU 

0800 
1200 
.2000 

Latituda 
24*25'N' 
23°31.4'N 
24*41'H 

Longitude 
.126*32'E 
127*31.53 
126*23.3'S 

Zone time- -9 

25 A p r i l - Operating i n screen of Task Unit 52.1 .3 off eastern coast of Miyako, 
Jima, carriers conducting f l i g h t operations against aakashima Gunto. 143-2 
Fueled to capacity frcm SUWANEE. . 1940 SANTEE, FLE.dNG, and BUTLER departed ' 
formation to proceed to. Keraraa Retto, 2338 JEFFERS rejoined formation. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latituda 
24033'N 
24*25.5'N 
24 l l ' N 

Longitude 
126*35'E 
126*24-. 7E 
1 2 6 * 4 7 . I ' B 

Zone tima -9 

26 A p r i l - Steaming i n ca r r i e r screen, CTU 52.1 .3 (ComCarDiv 22) shifted Flag from 
SUWANEE to SANGAMON, 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
24*17'N 
25*14'N 
23*52.7 'N 

Longitude 
126*52.8 'E 
126*46 i,E 
126°34'^E 

Tiae Des, 
Minus 9 

27 A p r i l • Stea;.iing i n screen of TU 52.1 .3 off east coast of Miyako Jima while 
carriers conduct f l i g h t operations against Sakashima Gunto. 

0800 
Latitude 
25*15.5'N 

Longitude 
126*37'E 

to 
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DD77e/ 
2 7 A p r i l (Continued) 

Latitude Longitude Zone Dee. 
1200 24*03.9'N 126039.5'3 Minus 9 

• 2000 • 24*101N . 126*38.5'E 

•28 A p r i l - In screen of Task Unit 52.1 .3 proceeding to rendezvous vdth T.U. 
50.18 for fueling. 0546 Made rendezvous vdth T.U. 5 0 . 1 . 8 and commenced 
fueling operations. MASSEI fueled to capacity from AUCILLA (AO 56)"'. 1510 
Fueling operations completed. T.U. 50 .1 .8 departed. I65O Held General 
Quarters f o r - f i r i n g exercises - Exorcise 13 B of USFIOA. Training proved 
valuable t»=*JSCte4»g since opportunities to f i r e practices are few during 

. a i r operations. , • _ _ 

Ammunition expended: 
9 rounds 5"/38 illunduviting projectiles 

11 rounds 5"/38 AA Common 
20 rounds 5"/38 smokeless powder 

328 rounds of 40}.!M 
• 1050 rounds of 20l¥. 

latitude Longitude Zone Des, 
080O ' • 24*31'N 126*39.6'E Minus 9 
1200 24*34.2'N 126*35'E 
2000 23*57.5'N 126°41.2'S 

•c? 
' 2 9 A p r i l - -Steandng i n screen p.? Task Unit 52.1,3 _which Task Unit i s operating 

i n waters off East Coast''ofI'Miyako Jima conducting assaults on Sakashima 
Gunto. •Informed t h i s date by dispatch that MASSEI and DREXLER w i l l be 
detached from duty i n Task Unit 52,1 .3 on next'trip, to Kerama Rettq on 
2 )Xay and w i l l report to ComTiskGrcup 51.5 for duty. 1944 SUWANEE, GUEST, 
and EDMONDS departed for Kerama Retto. - - -

Latitude Longitude Zone Des. 
0600 -24*08.5'N 126053.8'E Mdnus 9 
1200 24*34.2'N 126*35'E 
2000 . 23*57.5'N -• 126*41.2'E 

30 A p r i l - Steaming i n screen (T.U, 52.1.32) of Task Unit 52.1.3 off East Coast 
of Miyako Jima, carriers conducting f l i g h t operations against Sakashima Gunto 
and supporting Okinawa Shima operations. 0150 RUSSEL and DENNIS Joined screen 
of fornation, 1323 BUTLER departed from Task Unit. I t i s contemplated that 
MASSSI and DREXLER w i l l roport to CTG 51.5 for duty upon the next v i s i t to 
Kerama Retto which i s now scheduled for 2 May 1945. 

Latitude Longitude Zone Des. 
0800 24*18.7'N 126*39.5'E Minus 9 
1200 24*02.5'N 126*28'E 
2000 23*44'N 126o28'E 
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00778/ 112-1 ( 0 6 2 
H I 

3 Jma 1945 

Treat Tb» (Laarotnding Officar, 
To t Tix9 Cosmndor in Chief, Dhlted Statea Fleet, 

Sabjectt . Vat Diary for Month of ̂ y , autaaisBiai of, 

B«fw«QC8j (a) CoBdsiCh Itr FPl / l l 2 - l l l 6 - 3 (7152) of 29 October 1943. 
(b) Irta. 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S, Navy 

Hegnlationa, 1920. 
(o) mav 176 of 1943. 
US BacFlt Itr lOL-43. 
.(«). PacFlt conf. Itr lCL-45. 

fticlonr*: (A) War Diary, D.S.S. MASSST (DD-778) for aonth of Bay 1945, 

1, In accordance oith references (a), (b), (c), (d), and (o), 
•ncloa-uro (1) ie fenmrdsd herewith. 

125973 



CONFIDENTIAL U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD77a/ 
1 May - The U.S.S. MASSSI (DD77S), Coramandor Charles W, Aldrich, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding, is in Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Squadron 66 of the 
Destroyers Pacific Fleet of the United States Navy. The U.S.S, MASSSI ie 
in Taek Unit 52,1.32 which is screen of Task Unit 52.1.3. ComScreen idio ia 
ComTaskDnit 52.1.32, is Captain J.C, Daniols, U.S. Navy, in US3.FDLLAM (DD474). 
OTC and Commander"Ta^ Unit 52,l.-3 is" ComCarDiv 22, Roar Admiral W. D. Sample, 
U. S. Navy in. USS SANGAMDN (CVS 26) Flagship. Task Unit 52.1.3 is'operating 
in accordance with ComCarDiv 22 Top Secret OpOrder 1T45 in watea off the 
:&at Coast of Miyako Jima, conducting flight operations against objectives in 

• Sakashima Gunto in support of livusion operations against Okinawa Jima in the 
Nansei Shoto, of Jajnn. Task'Unit 52.1.3 is at present ccmposed of the following 
units: USS SANGAMON. (CUE-26), USS SUWANEE (CVE-27), USS CHENANGO (CVE-28), 

• USS SANTEE (C7E-29), and TOsk Unit 52,1.32, which is composed of: USS FUHAM • 
iWk)) USS GUEST (DB473), DSS DREXLER (DD741).USS MASSEI (DII77S), DSS 
EEiJONDS (DZ406), DSS RUSSELL (DD414), USS BUTLER (DMS29), and DSS UNG'(DD399). 
SUWANEE, GUEST, aindEEMONDS, are at Kerama Ratto for ajanunition repleniehmsnt, 
fueling, and logistics. Screening ships disposed in circular anti-submarine 
screen; ma'in body in cruising disposition 5-Rogar. Upon next trip to Kerama 
Retto MASSEI and DREILIE Td.ll be detached from duty Trith Task Ikdt 52.1,3 and 
•will report to ComTaskGroup 51.5 for dity. This will probably take place on 
2 toy as yf9 are scheduled to depart this area with CHEKANGO for rearroing and -
logistics this evening, toy 1, It is expected that our next duty will be 
Eadar Picket or'Shore Bombardnant. 'At" 0449 SUWANEE, GUEST, and EDMONDS re-

. joined this Task Unit and we received mail from EIM0ND3. 1945 CHENANGO, 
MASSEI, and TJRKnKR departed Task Unit 52.1.3 and proceeded to Keram Rett© 
in accordanco CTU 52,1,3 despa-bch 292325. MASSET and DEEIIER screening 
CHENAIGO. 

Latitude Longitude Zone Tine 
0800 24*-20iN 126*-37.9'E Minus 9 

" 1200 24*-12'N 1260-39.5'E 
2000 23°-47.2«N 126*-49.7'E 

2 toy - Underway South of OkinaTa Shima, in company with DREXLER screening 
CHENANGO enroute to Kerama Retto for logistics-replenishment. Upon completion 
of replenishment M.ASSET and DREILER are detached from Task Unit 52.1,3 and 
are- to report to CosfTaskGroup 51.5 in Biscayne for duty. At 0'732 entered 
Kerama.Retto and anchored. Proceeded alongside AJAX (IX-129) and fueled. 
Transferred to IIATRCWA two ho5pi"tal patients for treatment and one man FFT 
United States for discharge. Drew mail and fresh and frozen provisions. 
Proceeded to Hagushi Beaches and reported to ComTaskGroup 51.5 in Biscayne, 
for duty in Task Group 51.5 in accordanco with CTF 51 despatch 291355 of 
April, at 1840. 1900 anchored in transport area off Haguahi Beaches. 
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. 2 May - (Continusd) 
Latitado Longitude Zona Time 

0 3 0 0 A n c h o r e d Kerama Retto -9 
1200 Anchored Keramji Potto 
2000 Anchored off Liraneport 

Area, Hagushi Beach, OkLnaTO, 

3 May - Anchored i n transport area off Hagushi Beach awaiting further orders frcm 
ComTaskGroup 51.5. Conffask Group 51.5 i s Captain Moosbrugger, U.S. Navy, i n USS 
BISCAIHB (A G C H ) . . The Captain attended a conference i n the BISCAINE, was informad 
that our f i r s t assignment would be Radar Hcket duty i n F.adar Picket Station #2, 
North- of Okinawa, and was given verbal orders to proceed to Radar Picket Station 
.#2 and relieve the GAINARD. At IICO underway and proceeded to Radar Picket' 
Station #2 where the MASSEI rolioved tho GAINARD at 1524 and oommenoed patrol-

- as support ship to the LCWRI. Set m i l i t a r y condition "1-EASI". At 1618 the 
crew was exercised at General Quarters when unidentified plana approached £raa 
the -North. Plane was-dhot down by CAP on bearing 300°(T) at 15 miles. 

Latitude . Longitude Zone Time 
0800 Anchored i n Transport Area, -9 

i Hagushi Beach, Okinawa. 
1200 27*36'N 127*37.5*2 

27*06'N 128*11'E 

4 May - Steaming i n company with LOWRI on Radar Picket Station #2, North of 
\, C.O. of'MASSEI i s OrC;L 0200 Wont to General .Quarters when unidentified 

a i r c r a f t approached, 0224 Opmed f i r e on enemy a i r c r a f t at 10,000 yards; plans 
immediately reversed course and r e t i r e d at speed of about 240 knots, 0226 Ceased 

7 f i r i n g . At O4C6 a bogey was reported dose aboard by the radar t e l l i n g net. 
.Sugar Charlie radar made contact at 7,000 yards to North, nearest land on that 
bearing about 10,000 yards. Ship went ahead emorgoncy flanl: (30 knots) from 
standard and turned s l i g h t l y , to right to place'contact on beam. Plane was heard 
shortly after turn but was not sighted u n t i l at about 40O yards when either a twin 

: f l o a t or twin engine plane was observed diving on ship at a position angle of 
about 40*. Plane passed over ship at about 4OO feet altitude and pulled away i n 
a climbing turn to l e f t with f u l l gun. Automatics oponod f i r e after plane had 
passed over ship but were silenced by order of C.O. who did not wish to fumiah 
point of aim for another enoopor. No bombs or torpodoos ware dropped nor was 

, ship strafed. I t i a believed that piano made attempted suicide crash but rad­
i c a l l y misjudged 'dive i n the dim moonlight. Personnel were looking low. Plane 

j probably started run at about 409O feat rather .than close to sea l e v e l as bad 
been presumed. 0505 Secured frco General Quarters and set condition "I-EASI". 

[. O6OO CAP arrived on station. 0740 Exercised crew at General Quarters when enemy 
I planes • appeared to North. 0742 Combat A i r Patrol shot down̂  one plane i n flames 
j 15 miles to North. Numerous enemy planes i n wioinity - abcut 12 orbiting 15 
; miles to Northeast, 3 to North at 10 miles, 1 or 2 to East at 10 miles. Friendly 
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4 May -(Cont'd) 
CAP engaging as practicable, 0820 Commonced manenvoring at high speeds keeping 
threatening planes on the beam. Tracking two bogies at about 10 miles'to star- • 
board w i t h director coached by Combat, At 0828 two planes comencad simultaneous 
dive run from North and were shot down by CAP at 12,000 yards. Immediately there--
after-picked up v i s u a l l y two different Zekes inside CAP who attempted simultane­
ous eidoide attacks on th i s vessel and LONRI 1000 yards astern. Ship -turned beam 
to plane and -went ahead frcai standard speed to emergetcy flank (30 knots). Plane 
•was handled s k i l l f a l l y , executing evasive dips and scorns during approach which 
prevented good computer solu-tion. Opened f i r e w i t h a l l batteries; plane attacking 

' MASSEI caught f i r e but continued i n . Plane was flaming, i n a f l a t glide, wheal 
i t passed our stern' and spun i n and crashed immediately after passing over s h i p . 
Motor was completely dead and p i l o t must have been dead, as a s l i ^ t down pressure • 
on. sti-ck, right turn, or s l i p to right would have resulted i n a crash on the ship. 

{ Ho damage to MABSEI. The other plane crashed close aboard the LOV/RI astern of 
MASSEI and exploded; casualties to LOWRIi - Personnel: k i l l e d - two menf wounded -
5 seri.ously; minor wounds to 18; Material: 2" hole i n side along wa-ter l i n e , 
forTTard evaporators placed out of commission, 2CMii gun damaged, 36" searchlight 

. -wrecked.. 0834'Ships slowed to 20 knots. At 0836 a 7 a l was sighted headed toward 
ship to right of, below, end inside a group of Corsairs which had been dogfighting 
other 'enemy-aircraft at 6000 yards range and 5000 feet altitude. Ship went aiiead 
emergency flank (30 Imots) from f u l l speed and commonced turn to r i ^ t to put 
plane on starboard beam. Opened f i r e with automatic weapons, then with main' 
•battery. Plane was flaming at 700 yards and l o s t section of port wing at 4^0 
yards, pro-bably from starboard quad - f i r e . Plane at that tima changed frcci f l a t 
glide to -A r i ^ t spin, passed over bridge f a l l i n g fast and crashed close aboard 
on port bcw (a-bout 75 feet from ship). There was no explosion. P i l o t ' s bead could 
not be seen and i t i s believed that ha was k i l l e d during the approach, as tho 
only maneuver observed was the spin, caused by tho loss of wing section, which 
iTearly resulted i n plane landing on bridge or forecastle. -Nent to .General Quarters 
several times during day and evening, whan enemy planes i n v i c i n i t y . 

• ifflmunition e:q>Qndedt ' 
85 rounds 5"/38 AA Common 

172 rounds 5"/38 "7T 
1906 rounds 4CMU 

. ;- - 1500 rounds 2CMM ' -

Latituda Longitude Zons Time 
0800 27*00.6'H 128*10.3'3 , 
1200 27*02.2'N' 128°14.7 'S . 
2000 27*02»H 128*15'S 

5 Hay - Steaming i n company USS-XCWRI ani support craft on Radar Picket Station 
#2, North of Okinawa. 0210 Exercised orew at General Quarters when unidantified 
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5 May - (Cont'd) 

.plana appeared i n area. ' 0245 Opened f i r e on enemy a i r c r a f t at range, 8000 
yarda. Plana dived and reversed course, 0340 Low f l y i n g plana skirted 
picket station at about 8 miles distance, did not close range or threatm. 
0346 Observed enemy plana shotjdown by night fighters _ to North, • 0450 Plana 
shot down by.CjiP bearing 057*.(!r), 12 miles, • Exarcisqd orew at General Quartera 
several times during day ausd ni£hb upon approach of enaoy a i r c r a f t , 
Aamunition fflqxmded: 

• -32 rounds 5"/^ ^' 
18 rounds 5''/38 AA C<OTmon 

Longitude Zone Time 
128*13.6'3 -9 
128*21'3 
128*14'E 

6 May - Steaming i n company U.S.S. VJm on Radar Picket Station #2, 0210 Sounded 
General Quarters when en unidentified plane came i n to this v i o i n i t y , 0409 

. Observed a n t i - a i r c r a f t f i r e on beach to South. O505 Secured from General 
Quarters when area .reported clear of enemy a i r c r a f t . Sat General Quarters and 
secured severa]. timeo during moi-ning when enemy planes appeared i n area, TTa 
have a larger CiP t h i s morning whidi i s nicely accounting for enemy planes. 
Raids have been p a r t i c u l a r l y heavy on picket stations l a s t few days, 1121 

• Friendly plane shot down and crashed South of Toron Jima; p i l o t landed, i n para-
•chuto about 1500 yards off beach. Dispatched gunboat to pick him up while MASSEI 
and LCFJRI covered from the 00a, . P i l o t roportod strafed from shore. Friendly 
planes strafed beaches and areas close to boaohoo. Major Kammeror, USMGR, was 
rescued by LOS 19. Received CTG 51.5 dispatch 052321 directing that a l l ships 
on Radar Picket Station #2 return to Haguahi Beach area. Proceeded to Haguahi 
area having other ships on station form up astom, 1610 Reported for duty 
to. CTG 51.5 by voice radio and .was instructed to proceed to Kerama Retto, 

Latitude . 
0800 27*01,2'n 
1200 26*56'N 
2000 27°01.5'N 
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6 May (Contlrraed) -• 
replenioh f u e l and aamunition and return and roport to Haguahi Beach area. 
1717 Entorod Kerama Retto and anchored i n Berth K-9 u n t i l arraunition ahip'e 
aide waa cleared,. 1916 Exercised at General Quarters when enemy plana 
approached twice, dropping f l a r e on second run. However, smoking operations 
had covered area. 2210 Went alongside BUCIRU3 YICIDHr (AKA 234) and received: 
317 - 5V38 VT pr o j e c t i l e s ; 317 - 5"/38 SPm 6499 powder cartridges; 2792 
rounds of 40001 service ammuriion, 

UHTUDB LONGITUrS Zone t i a e 
0800 27*-02.5'N 127°-11.5'E Minus 9. 
1200 26*-59.5'N 1280-25'E 
2000 Anchored Berth K-9, 

Kerama Retto. 

7 May - Moored starboard side to BUCTRU3 VICTORT (AKA 234) i n Berth K-U, KeBaa 
Retto taking on ammunition. 0113 Completed receiving aicmunition having 
received f u l l allowance. 0127 Underway and anchored i n Berth K-101. 0221 

. Exercised crew at General Quarters for possible a i r attack. Smokemakers 
smoked area. 0545 ttaderway to go alongside CDTAMA (AO-3) and f u e l ship, 
0922 Anchored i n Berth K-1, Kerama Retto while using M7?B to transfer 122 
rounds of WP amarunition to LST 277. 1025 Underway and proceeded out of 
.Kerana Retto to .Hagushi Beach, II50 Anchored i n accordance with instructions 
of CTG 51 .5 -in Berth H-105, 1359 Shifted berth to H-I4I to f a c i l i t a t e 
drawing GSK from CASTCE (AKS-i), 

h .viatitude 7 " f 'Longitude 
0800 'Anchored Berth K-101, Kerama Zona time 

Ratto, Minus 9, 
1200 Anchored Berth H-705, ' 

Transport area, Hagushi Beach. 
2000 Anchored Berth H-141, 

Transport area, Hagushi Beach, 

8 May - Anchored i n Berth R-141 Hagushi Beach Transport Area drawing GSK stores 
and other supplies from CASTOR (AKS-1). Underway and went alongside 
AEMADILU ( H - n i ) to receive 20 drums 219C-T lub o i l , then returned to 
Berth H-I4I. 12C0 Anchor,did not hold w e l l . Shifted berths to H-144, Drew 
• a i l and coaqpleted drawing of stores. 

Latitude Longitudo Zone tiae 
O&OO Anchored i n Hagushi Beach Minus 9 

Transport Area. 
1200 Anchored i n Hagushi Beach 

Transport Area. 
2000 Anchored i n Hagushi Beach 

Transport Area.. 
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May - Anchored i n Berth H-144, Hagushi Beach Transport Aroa. Receirod vrord 
by dispatch'from CTG 51.5- that MASSET and various other destroyers might be 
required to form a n t i - a i r c r a f t p a t r o l screen 1500 yards to West of transports 
area on North and South l i n e to protect transports from expected a i r attack. 
Underway i n accordance CDS 64 v i s u a l despatch to take s-bation i n AA patrol 
screen, 1500 yards to Westward of transport area. Order of ships North to 
South, '1500 yard i n t e r v a l : MASSET, HADLST, COJTTON, WOODWORTH,' DIJEXLERj 
ccoiaenced patrol. 1847 Exercised crow at General Quarters f o r possible a i r 
attack. Transport area made sasoke. Several planes passed close by, one 
dropping a b<aab on Tontan F i e l d . Secured frcm General Qcarters at 2135. 2226 
Moved i n -to position just outboard of transports and anchored. 

1319 

cm) 
1200 
2000 

Lati-tudo Longitude Zona time 
Berth'H-144, Hagushi Beach. Itinus 9 
Berth H-144, Hagushi Beach. 
26 -24.3'N 128*-40.6'5 

10 toy - Anchored Northwest of Transport Area off Hagushi Beach i n a n t i - a i r c r a f t 
protective screen f o r transports. At 0229 went to General Quarters and made 
sooke when sii;gle unidentified plane appeared frcm Northwest. O3L0 Secured 
from General Quarters. 0320- Exercised crew at General Quarters when three 
groups unidentified planes closed from Northeast, North, and Norttnrost 
respectively. Made smoke f o r protection of Transport Area. Several planes' 
passed close by. but -were umble to differentiate between enemy planes and 

. f r i e n d l y which were i n pursuit. Enemy plane dropped " f i r e bomb" about 3000 
yards to. -JTsst. 0425 Enemy plane dropped "incendiary" bomb which exploded 
about 2000 feet altitude., burning fragments landing to east e i t h i n 100 
yards of KiSSET. 0435 Secured from General Quarters when area cltiared of. 

• enemy planes. I t was noted i n tonight's raids that Jap planes appeared -to 
make a more errati c approach than-usual using largo zigzags and altitude 
changes, and thereby'presented a more d i f f i c u l t problem f o r night interceptors. 
Planes were evidently aft e r Ton+an aJr s t r i p as well as Transport Area; one 
"bOTb was 'dro'pped on Tontan F i e l d with no damage i-eported. 0759 Underway 
i n company '.Yith USS PRITCHETT (DD561) to Radar Picket Station #7 to. r elieve 
GAINARD- and J.W, DITIER i n accordance with CTG 51.5 v i s u a l despatch 031140. 
nOO MASSET and PRITCHBTT reli'eved GAINARD and J.TT.DITTER on Radar Picket Station 
#7. OTC i s Comanding Officer of PRITCHETT. Commenced picket duty pat r o l l i n g 
25 adles South of Kerama Retto. 1922 Exercised crew at General Quarters for 
• STsning a l s r t , ' Several bogies passed i n v i c i n i t y , but ware 'beycnd gun range 
and -were reported. 2055 Secured from General Quarters, 

0800 
1200 
20G0 

Latitude 
25*-41'N 
25*-42,6'N 
25*-42.5'N 

Longitude 
127*-17.7'E 

•.127°-20'E 
L27 -25.3'S 

Zona tia e 
Minus 9 

- 5 -
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1 1 toy - Patrolling Radar Picket Station #7 in company with PRITCHETT (OTC), 25 
Biles South of Kerama Retto, 0715 Exercised crew at General Quarters irtien 
xmidentified plana approached; secured when plane no longer in vicinity, 0837 
Exercised crsw at Genaral Quarters upon approach of hostile planes. None cams 
within gun range. Considerable air' activity occurred in area Northwest of 
Okinawa. Numerous enemy planes made torpedo, bombing, and auLoide attacks on 
picket stations; a large number of planes wore shot down. 1910 Exercised 
crew at General Quarters for evening alert. Evening' quiet, apparently because 
of poor visibility caused by fog and haze, .• 

. . '. • Latituda Longituds 
'0800 25*-41'N 127*-17.7'S Zone tiae 
1200 . 25°-42.6»H, 127°-20»E Minus 9. 
2000 25*-42.5'N 127°-25.3'E ' 

1 2 toy - Steaming in company with USS PRITCHETT (OTC), 25 miles South of Kerama 
• Retto, in Radar Picket Station #7. 0245 Sounded General Quarters upon approach 
of unidetitified planes; .secured upon their passing out of vicinity. 1454 Received 
word frcm WALKS (despatch 130530) that she was oxir relief and that we were to . 
proceed to Hagushi-Beach, Reported by radio despatch 1306I9. Returned to 
Hagushi and reported to CTG 51.5 at 1755. Anchored in Berth K-177 at 1897. • 
I853 Went to General Qtarters upon approach of enemy planes and made smoke when 
directed.- Noeneay planss bothered the transport area; several woi-e shot down 
by night fighters. At 2035 secxured from General Qmrters and set the regular 
condition watch, 

. Latitude Longitude 
0800 25°-46.7'N 127*-17.5'S Zone time 

. 1200 25°-39.5'N 127*-15.6'E Minus 9. 
2000 Anchored Berth H-177, 

Haguahi Beach, Okinawa. 

13 toy - Anchored iii berth H-177 at edge of the transport area of Hagushi Beach 
• anchorage. At 0302 Want to General Quartera upon approach of enemy pianos. 
Secured from General Quarters -at 0406 whan enany planes were clear of area. 
At 0845 Received word from' CTG 51.5 (despatch 132342) to proceed to point 
-about seven miles to west and fuel from HCXJSATONIC. Fueling completed at 1031. 
BASSET reported completion to CTG 51.5 and was directed to return to Hagushi 
anchorage, and report to ComDesRon 24 for duty (CTG 51.5 despatch 141120). 
CmDesRon 24, acting Ccssnandar AA Screen, ordered MASSET to anchor in vicinity 

- of berth B-182. At 1305 Anchored in berth K-1S2, Hagushi Beach Transport Area, 
about 1000 yards outboard of a l l auxiliary ships. At 1900 went to General 
Qcarters - upon approach of enemy plane3. Secured at 2002 when a l l bogies had 
retired ox- been knocked down by CAP. 

Latitude Longitude 
0800 Berth H-177, Hagxishi Beach. Zone tlas 
1200 Enroute Kerama Retto to Minus 9. 

B^Snphi Beach. 
- 2°°° Berth B-182, Hagushi Beach. 
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14, Iday - Anchored in berth H-177, Trtmsport Area, Hagushi Beach. At 0302 
exercised crew at General Quarters on approach of enemy planes and made 
smoke- on 'signal from SOPA. Secured from Genaral Quarters when area clear 
of enemy planes. At 0905 got underway in accordanoe with CTG 51.5 despatch 
132342 to refuel from the HOUSATAHIG, and to take charge of fueling group 
off Western Okinawa,' Upon completion of fueling dirocted various ships 
in screen ahead of fueling group while they were waiting to fUol and directed 

. fueling'operations. At 1132 in accordance with CTG 51,5 despatch I4II2O, 
turned charge of fueling group over to GAINARD and proceeded to Hagushi 
Anchorage to report to CDS 24., At 1237 went to Genaral Quarters when eneny 
plane in vicinity; secured when plane cleared area, 1305 Anchored in berth 
H-182 in accordance iri-th instructions of ComDesRon 24, At 1900 exercised 
orew at General Quarters whan enomy plane believed in vicinity. At 2002 
sectired• from'General Quarters whan plane cleared area. 

Latitude Longitxide 
• 0800 Anchored berth H-177, Zone time 

Hagushi Transport Area. tonus 9, 
1200 25 -28.8'N 127*-32.6'E 
2000 Anchored berth H-182, , ' 

Hagushi Transport Area, 

15 May - Anchored in berth H-182, Hagushi Beach, Okinawa, with various -units of 
of-the Fifth Fleet. Quiet during day. At 1819 received orders (CTG,51.5 
despatch I50909) -to get underway in AA screen. 'Kaat to General Quarters, AA 
screen ordered by ComDesRon 24' to xffinain in approximata vicinity of respective 
anohorages assigned and make 'cnoke i f directed as wind was 'blowing shoreward. 
At 2050 when a l l planes clear of area reanchored in berth H-182 and secured, 
ftom General Quarters. 

Lati-tuda Longitude 
0800 Anchored berth n-182, Zone time 

Hagushi Transport Area, Minus 9» 
1200 Anchored berth H-182, 

Hagushi Transport Area. 
2000 . 26*-19.5'H 127*-41.6'E 

16 May - Anchored In bert^ H-182, Hagushi Beach Transport Area in company with 
transports and various units of the Fifth Fleet. 0308 Enemy planes approached 
l-om North and West; ship went to General Qxiarters, Made smoke as requested, 
0313 Noted explosions on beach as result of enemy bombs. Secured to Condition 
1-Easy when planes cleir of area. At 0819 got underway in accordance with 
CTG 51.5 despa-tch 152230 to proceed to Kerama Ratto to got AOma hydraulic 
tmit off damaged ship to replace our imit on #42 40NM gun mount, also to draw 
fresh and dry stores. 1015 Anchored in berth K-24, Kerama Ratto, Rscoived 
motor ttnit, fresh, fro sen, and dry stores. At 1908 got xmderway and reanchored 
In berth K-34 in accordance CTG 51.15 despatch I6IOI5, Several times during 
evening went -to General Qaarters •Hhile intruders flew over or in vicinity. 
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16 May - (Continued) 

0800 

1200 

2000 

17 May - Anchored i n berth K-34, Kerama Retto. 0555 Underway and irent alongBida 
BRAZOS (AD-4) to refuel and to rcploninh fog o i l supply. At 1134 departed 
Keroma Rotto enroute to Hagushi Boach -Area. At 1717 underway i n ftccordance 
with CTG 51.5 despatch 171816 and reported to CkimDeBRon 66 for duty i n AA 
screen, took -station #9 at direction of ComDesRon 66 and commenced pat r o l . 
Went to General Quarters several times during the evening when ensmy raids 

•' approached, but the CAP was much more effective than usual and managed to 
.'take cars of the raiders. 

Latitude ' Longitude 
0800 Berth K-34, Kerama Retto. Zom time 
1200 26*-18'N 127*-25'E Minus 9. 
2000 26°-18.2'N 127°-38.3'E 

18 May - Steaming i n station #9 of AA screen off Hagushi Beach Transport area. 
• At 0042 anchored i n berth H-185, Hagushi Beaoh Transport area. At O426 

exercised crew at General Qaarters for possible a i r attack, securing at 
0530 when area was clear. At 1753 got underway to proceed to AA screening 
station A-37 i n accordance with CTG 51.5'despatch 180837. At 1855 exercised 
-crew at' Genaral • Quarters when enemy planes appeared i n area. At 1933 
arrived on station i37 and commenced pat r o l . Exercised orew at General Quartea 
several times when enemy planes i n v i c i n i t y , however none passed within gun 
range. 

- 0800 

1200 

2000 

19 May - Pa t r o l l i n g i n AA patrol fetion A-37 off OkLnaira. At 0231 exercised crew 
at. General Quarters for possible a i r attack, - securing at O309 when area 
cleared. Proceeded to Radar Picket Station #15 i n aocordance with CTG 51,5 
despatch 181230, At 0745 relieved USS DREILER on Radar Picket Station #L5, -
pa t r o l l i n g i n ccmpany with USS HADSTORTH (OTC), At 1425 USS FOOTE joined 
up as assistant.picket support ship. Casualties from a i r attack to ships 
operating i n t h i s station have been rather heavy of late, i t i s believed 
t h i s i s possibly a permtuiant move to strengthen the station. The weather has 
-been poor for f l y i n g today, the station i s quiet. 
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Latitude Longittule 
Anchored berth H-182, Zona ti n e 
Hagushi Beach, Okinawa. Mlntis 9. 
Anchored berth K-24, 
Kerama Retto. 
Anchored berth K-34, 
Kerama' Ratto. 

Latitude Longitude 
Anchored berth H-185, .Hagushi . Zone tima 
Beach. Minus 9. 
Anchored berth H-I85, Hagushi 
Beach. 
.26*-35.20'N 127*-43.05'E . 
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1 9 May (Continuad) 

0800 
1200 
2000 

U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

Latitude 
27*-03.5«N 
26*-53tN 
26°-56«lI 

Longitude 
127^-53.8'E 
127°-27.15'E. 
127*-30'E.. 

Zona time 
Micas 9. . 

20 May - Screening i n company with TJSS NADSTOKTH, _ and TJSS FOOTS on Rador Picket 
Station #15 o f f OkiiiaTra Shima, Weather raiay a l l day with poor v i s i b i l i t y . 
At 1823 exercised crew at C3e:aeral, Qaarters when enemy planes approached i n 
v i c i n i t y . Planes attacked several other ships on nearby stations, bat did 
not ocE© within gun range of tis. Secured from' General Quarters at 2107.-

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
26°-56.2«H 
2 6 ° - 5 9'N 
26 ° - 5 8 . 3'N 

Longitude 
127*-31.3'E 
.127°-31'S 
127 -32'E 

Zone tiBa 
Minus 9. 

21 May - Steaming i n company TJSS WADSTORTH, and USS FOOTE on Radar Picket 
Station #15.' At OO4.O .exercised crew at General Quarters to repel possible 
a i r attack. .At 0054 secured from General Qaarters when plane passed out 
of v i c i n i t y , 'ffent to General, Quarters several times during day Tihen planes 
approached. At 1818 the BRAEFORD joined formation. The BRADFORD w i l l r o l i s v e 
the WADS WORTH at daylsreak -tomorrow. At I84D went to General Quartera when 
enemy planes approached i n the area, secured upon their clearing. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
2 6 0 - 5 8 . 2 ' l I 
2 6 * - 5 6 . 5'H 
27* -05 .6'N 

Longitude 
127*-29.5'E 
127*-30.5'E 
127*-37.5'E 

Zone time 
Minus 9. 

22 May - Steaming i n company with tho WABSWORTH, BRADFORD, and FOOTE on Radar 
Picket Station #15 o f f Okinawa. At 0520 the BRAIFORD relieved the WADSWORTH 
• as OTC; the WADSWORTH departed formation for Kerama Rotto. Probably because 
of the poor f l y i n g weather end v i s i b i l i t y almost "zero", there were no enemy 
planes'in the immediate v i c i n i t y u n t i l about 2 3 0 0 . At 2319 •'rent to General 

. Qaarters when enimy planes approached from the North. Enemy air- a c t i v i t y has 
'been r e l a t i v e l y l i ^ t for several days. Warning has 'been issued to affect 
that heavy ensmy a i r attacks may bo expected at f i r s t break i n wsathar. 

0800 
•1200 
20CO 

Latitude 
25*-08.5'H 
25°-07.5'lT 
27*-10'H 

Longi-tudo • 
127?-43 .8'E 
127° -39 .5'E 
127°-40'S 

Zona time 
Minus 9, 

23 May - Steaming i n ocnpany with. FCX3TS and BRADFORD on Radar .Picket Station #1,5 
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23 May (Cont'd) 
Northwest of - Okimwa Shima. BRADFORD i s guide and OTC. Enemy a i r raids are 
approaching frcm North and Northeast. At 0106 BR.a)FORD opened f i r e on enemy 
plana to West, and MASSEI quickly opened f i r e with radar solution. At 01C7 
ceased f i r i n g when plana changed course and speod r a d i c a l l y and ret i r e d . At " 
0140 whan v i c i n i t y clear of enemy planes, secured from Genaral Quartors, 
During the.'.day and early evening there was l i t t l e a i r a c t i v i t y ; weather -un­
favorable • for a i r operations. At 1700 the WAITS Joined formation and was to 
relieve the MASSSI i n the morning at daybreak. At 2012 exercised crew at 
General Quarters for a i r at-tack -rfien numerous pianos approached from the 
Northwest, North, and Northeast, Planes appeared to he making coordinated 
approaches on the station. I t 'became apparent that repelling at-tacks 'by 
sector method would not always work because of the swift and varied change 
of bearing and range. Therefore, i t was suggested to the OTG i n the BRADFORD 
tha-t special designation of tart/ats 'by CfTG to the four ships both by the 
two sections of ships, for double attacks, and 'by single ships, for multiple 

•attacks, be practiced when sector method would not hold. This -rorked out 
very wall l a t e r when multiple raids came i n . At 2024 changed speod to 30 

-' ^ o t s . At 2031 the WATTS opened f i r e to the East when plane approached, ceased 
• f i r i n g at 2033. At 2036 MASSEI .opened f i r e following OTC at plans to Horthweat 
at range of about 11,000 yards, piano maneuvered vigorously and opened out to 
about 10 miles. Plana ski.rted formation at about 10 miles distance, mads 

• -several.-feints then headed out to Northwest, - No other planes catie within 
.f i r i n g langa or passed to South, .Wo had no CAP patrol. At 2323 numerous 
.raids appeared together i n the North and Northwest. At 2344 while steaming 
at-29 knots and maneuvering to avoid pianos on bow, ComlGt noted that 'a plana 
which had 'been orbiting at a dis-tanca of apprbximatsly 10 mile's on our star­
board quarter had moved around to the ri g h t and was'making a run from astern. 
Control had been'tracking t h i s bogey,with Mark 12 radar and computer; target 
had bean going away. A Column l e f t -was execrdtad "to place threatening 'bo.gey 
on bow on starboard beam "when Combat informed Conn that "bogey on starboard 
quarters had turned, was heading straight i n , and would be on our s-tem'if wa 
executed the. column movement. This ship turned right out of column and f i r e d 

'at the bogey we had beon tracking while othor ships f i r e d at second "bogey on 
the "bow. This was the f i f t h attack by oneny a i r c r a f t on the formation of 

- four destroyers. During t h i s at-tack s i x "to sight pianos wore observed by the 
search radar closing f o r tho attack. Two planes started run on this vessel, 
both planes observed close together on both the SO and Mark 12 radars. Planes, 
were taken under f i r e at 5800 yards with 2 "to 1 r a t i o '7T fuze proj e c t i l e s . 
Four "to, s i x gun bursts "were observed about 15 seconds after opening f i r e , 

"'fbhr such bursts were obsorvad as plana speed dropped below 70 knots - plane 
wafl tracked into water and splash observed 2200 yards from ship at 2 3 4 7 . " . . . 
Tho .range finder operator caught a good many glimpses of tho plane during "the 
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23 May (Cont'd) 
• aotion and.tentatively identified, as V a l , There i s no data on: what happene< 
to other of the two planes observed by radar when run started. Only one 
splash was observed, 'By the time ship came "back around and started "to j o i n 

• other destroyers wa had opened to 7000 yards - MASSEI slowed "to 25 knots, 
lighted off and cut i n other two additional 'boilars and proceeded "to rejoin 
grcup at 0013, 

24 May -. At 0033 opened f i r e following BRADFORD at plane on port beam at 11,000 
yards. Plane maneuvered .and opened out beyond effective range. At OO4I other 
. ships opened f i r e on plane on s-tar-board bow, MASSEI however, did not f i r e 
because of fact that at the same time there was an enemy plane on our star­
board ."beam at 12 miles distance which we continued tracking, ISS 121 suffered 

, a near ml.ss hy "bombs fron plane on star-board beam; bomb blew s i x inch hole 
i n side of LOS,- k i l l i n g two men and seriously wounding three, - At 0108 plane 
on port "bow appeared to "be making a detormined attack on formation. At OIO9 
BRADFORD, FOOTE, and WATTS opened f i r e . At 0110 whan track indicated that he 
had star-ted his diva' at formation MASSEI opened f i r e . Plana flamed at approximately^ 

• OSOO 
1200 
'2000 

Latitude 
27*06'H 
27*09.2'N 
27 09.2'N 

Zone Time 
- 9 

127*41.4'3 
12.7*41'E 
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24. May (Continued) -
2000 yards and appeared to be being chewed up by 4OHM f i r e as he approached 
head on. At 0111 plana crashed' bearing 34D* relative, distance 800 yards, 
credited, to ILASSBI and BRADFORD. During t h i s engagement the group on Radar 
Picket Station #15 had 19 a i r raids either attack or threaten. A t o t a l of 
six planes were shot do-wn: MASSEI 1 alone, MASSEI andBRADFORD 1 s p l i t , 
FOOTE 1, WATTS 1, a l l - f o u r ships together 1, LSC 121 - 1 plane. Raids of 
tonight were .better coordinated than usual,• There was only one instance of 
possible wild "kamikaze" approach, and th i s looked as i f i t were, a w e l l 
planned glide bcabing run'"until the plane was pro'bably damaged. Planes that 
were shot at ran only out of gun range then stayed around as hecklers, 
several raids frequently "being within 15 miles and spread over an arc of 
270° or "better;, at one time •there 'wera two within 10 miles, and three 
additional.within 15 miles of the 'destroyer group. Several times the attack 
ing planes dropped t h e i r bcmibs at distances of ton to twelve miles and . 
moved r a d i c a l l y when another enemy plane came within two to f i v e miles of 
thrai. I t i s believed that t h i s pro'bably cams a.e a result of the planes 
carrying bombs suddenly discovering the o.ther planes, and believing them to 
be our night fighters, jettisoned t h e i r bombs and f l e d . A further oddity 
of the raids were that none went mors than about twenty miles South of our 
station (toward Okina'sa) "before returning. At 0320 more raids appeared, but 
a l l merely skirted the formation and were not f i r e d upon. Again the raids 
were well coordinated. I t was suspected that soma station i n our v i o i n i t y 
•was possibly guiding them. Reports' from a shore station then b r o u ^ t o-ut 
that for two hours they had tracked a surface vessel, or possibly a su'b-
marine, which our Operations did not consider our own, at a distance of 25 
miles to East of us. At 0450 the MABSEI departed from the formation to 
proceed to Hagushi i n accordance wii±i CTG 51.5"despatch 230203. Fueled as 
directed and "was- then ortored "to proceed to Kerama Ratto for ammunition 
replenishment and to provision by CTG 5 I . 5 despatch 240102. At I I 3 8 
entered Kerama Ratto. 'Received ammunition to f u l l allowance from BEDFORD . 
VICTORI, Also took advantage of t h i s opportunity to exchange a defective 
Ilk 22,radar receiver with damaged ship. Ho provisions available. 

Anmiunitlon expended i n repdling a i r attacks of 23rd and 24th. 
273 rounds 5V36 V T . 
118 rounds 5V36 AA Gammon. 

1900 rounds 4omm 
1500 rounds 2CMI . 

Latituda Longitude 
OSOO 26°-35'H 127°-34 .6'E Zcmo time 
1200 Kerama Ratto, Minus 9 . 
2.000 Kerama Ratto. 

25 May - Anchored i n berth K-85 i n Kerama Retto, having completed taking on 
ammunition. At 0307 exercised crew at Genoral Quarters for possible a i r 
attack and secured "Rhen plane l e f t area. During morning and .early after- " 
noon numerous enemy planes came into .vicinity, a number were shot down by 
CAP. Proceeded to Hagushi where CTG 51.5 directed that we escort the 
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25 May - (Continued) -
ROFER, which was damaged, to Kerana Retto, Upon completion of this we were 
tol d , to j o i n the JLA screen outside the transport area mder ComDesRon 66, by 
CTG 51,5 despatch 250752,' Joined screen and patrolle.d u n t i l screen ordered 
to anchore Wost of transport area on one-half hours nctioe. Anchored West of 

• berth H-i82-, Hagushi Reach. 
Latitude Longitude Zone time 

0800 Anchored Kerama Retto. Minus 9. 
.1200 JLnchorod Kerama Retto. 
2000 26 -IS'N ' 127*-40.2tE 

26 May - Anchored i n Berth H-ie2, Hagushi Beach Transport Area, Okinam, as part 
of AA screen on 15 minutes notice to get underway. At 1537 report received 
that possible a i r attack was forming to West, At l6 l 3 got underway i n accord­
ance with orders from ComDesRon 66, and proceeded to station #5 i n AA screen 
of transport area. At 1529 exercised crew at General Quarters when enemy 

. a i r c r a f t approached area, secured at I629 when enemy a i r c r a f t cleared area. 
At 1835 "went to Genaral Quarters for evening al e r t and secured at 2019. 
Proceeded to anchorage i n accordance signal from ComDesRon 66 and anchored 
i n berth H-174 a-t outer edge of Transport Area. 

• Latitude Longitude Zone time 
• 0800 Anchored Berth K-182, Hagushi Minus 9. 

Beach Transport Area. 
•1200 JLnchored Berth H-162, Hagushi 

••' jBeach Transport Area, . 
2000 26*-22.2<N ' ... 127°-39.6'E 

27 May - At 0001, became uni t of CTG 31.5 i n accordance CTF 51 despatch 260755. 
Anchored i n 'berth H-174 at outer edge of Transport Area, Hagushi Beach, i n 
AA screen. 0735 Went t.o General Quarters for possible a i r attack. 07.44_ 
Ifeiderway i n accorda.nce with s i g m l from ComDesRon 66 and patrolling station #5 
i n AA screen. Received word that ship on Radar Picket Station #5 had been h i t . 
At OSO9 proceeded at best speed to Radar Picket Station #5 for duty i n 
accordance with CTG 31.5 despatch 262308Z i n company USS DISON. At OS4I 
secured*om General Quarters. At 0937 exercised crew at General Quarters on 
approach of enemy planes. AtlO-14'sot watch condition "I-EAST". At IO56 . 
set regular condition watch. At 1120 arrived Radar Picket Station #5 with 
DISON. (Damaged ship had l e f t i n tow of another destroyer). At 1300 W.D. 
PORTER joined on station. At 1305 DYSON departed station to escort damaged 
ship, now i n tow of tug, to port. Patrolling on picket station with PORTER; 
following support c r a f t i n v i c i n i t y : LCS 82, 86, 128, and 13. Went to General 
Quarters for evening'alert at 1840 and secured at 2000. Flying weather spotty, 
»oon bright, but sky cloudy. 

Latitude Longitudo Zone tima 
0800 260-22.5'N 127*-41.8'E Minus 9. 
1200 26*-22.7»N 128o-29.9'E 
2000 •26*-25'N 128<5-30.5'E 
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28 May - Patrolling Radar Picket Station #5 i n company W.D.PORTER and 4 support 
LCS'. At 0103 went to General Quartors for possible a i r attack. One plane 
closing from North one from South. E4.SSET designated self to track Northera 
plana, W.D.PORTER to track Southern plane. At 0 1 5 4 PORTER opened f i r e on 
plane to South and plane- turned away. Plane to North, upon seeing f i r e , 
opened, turned quickly and opened to North. MSSET did not f i r e . At 0303 
another possible a i r attack developed, but turned to North after closing to 
approxijiBtely ten miles, 0321 Secured from General Quarters. At 0659 another " 
possible a i r attack developed but plane did not come within gun range. Early 
i n the evening i t commenced raining and rained most of the night. However,,, 
t h i s did not stop an intruder who came from North to within 15 miles, appeared 
to search about, and then, apparently giving .in to the vary poor r i s i b i l i t y , 
returned to tho North. 

latitude Longitude 'Zons time 
OSOO 260-29.2'N 128*-27.8'E Minus 9. 
1200 26°-28.5'N • 128°-24.8'E 
2000 2 6 ° - 2 6 . 5'N- 128°-28tE 

29 toy - Patrolling on Radar Picket Station #5 i n company W.D.PORTER and 4 support 
LCS'. -MASSEI i s OTC. At 0515 the GWIN joined the MASSEI and PORTER. At 0620 • 
the GWIN assumed duty as OTC. The day i s bright, and f l y i n g conditions good. 
However, during" daylight we have a good CAP. At 1 5 0 0 LCS 6 ? reported f o r duty 

• as support sliip r e l i e v i n g LCS 128 -which proceeded to port. At 1830 exercised 
crew at General Quarters f o r evening a l e r t , Ihemy planes i n s n a i l groups 
approached Okina-wa from West and North, • None came closer -than 20 miles to 
Radar Picket Station # 5 . 

Latitude Longitude Zone time 
0800 26°-22.7'N 128*-39'E Minus 9. 
1200 2 6 ° - 2 7«N 128*-38'E 
2000 26°-26.5'N 128°-33.8'E 

30'toy - Steaming'in company of GWIN and W.D.PORTER with LCS' 13, 82, 86, and 6? 
.in support on Radar Picket Station # 5 . Weather closed i n and v i s i b i l i t y 
became very poor. No a i r - a c t i v i t y during morrnng. At 1330 FUIIAU arrived 
and relieved MASSET. In accordance with CTG^3cO057 despatch, MASSEI proceeded 
to Hagushi Beach. Af 1831 sounded General Quarters when possible a i r attack 
developed; secured when area cleared of enemy planes. 1911 Anchored i n berth 
B-16]., Hagushi Beach Transport Area, Received word that we would proceed 
to Kerama Ratto at daylight to have UghterDirector equipment i n s t a l l e d . 

Latitude Longitude Zone time 
0800 28*D24'N 128*-26.5'E Min-os 9. 
1200 26°-17'R 128 - 3 2 ' E 
2000 • Anchored berth H - I 6 I , Hagushi 

Beach Transport Area, 
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31 May - Anchored in'Berth H-I6I, Hagushi Beach Transport Area, Weather cleared 
. and icon hright. At 0214 Sounded General. Quarters for poasihle air attack; 
' made Bmoke to cover transports. At- 0300 Secured from General Quarters wfaem 
• Planes cleared , . C736 Underway In accordance CTG 31.5 dispatch 302313, and 
• proceeded to Keram Retto, At 1235 after shifting herths several times, 
anchored in Berth K-29,. Kersm Ratto, and commenced availability to expire at 

• 0800, 3 Juno 1945, Exercised crew at Genoral Quarters several times to rep&L 
possible air attacks. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude " Longi' 
26*23 ni - 127*32*N 
Anchored Berth K-29, Kerama Ratto, 
Aiwhorad Borth K-29, Kerama Ratto, 

Zona Tima 
-9 
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G D i i F l ^ e i T l i l L 

1 July 1945. 

Frcmt . The Canmonding Officor. 
To : The Comrandor i n Chief, -United Statoc Fleet. 

Subject! War Diary for Month of June, suhniission of, 

Referenoe; (a) ConjnCh I t r FF1/A12-1/A16-3 (7152) of 2 9 October 1 9 4 3 . 
(b) Arts. 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S.Navy 

Renulations, 1920. 
(c) AllTav 176 of 1943. 
d) PacFlt I t r i a - 4 3 . 
e) PacFlt conf. I t r lCL-45, 

Enclosure; (A) War Diary, U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778) for month of June 1945. 

1 . In accordance with rcforonco (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e). 
enclosure (a) i s forwarded herewith. 

c T w . ALDP.lCn. 
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DD77i/ A12-1 
( 0 9 1 ) 

1 June - The USS MASSET (DD-778), Commander a n r l e s W. Aldrich, U.S. tovy, 
Commnding, i s i n the Destroyer Ditosion 132 of Destroyer Squadron 66 of the 
P a c i f i c Fleet of the United States Navy. The USS NASSET i s i n lUsk Group 
31 .5 which i s Destroyer Task F l o t i l l a 5 of Task Force 31 (Phib Group 5 ) , and 
includos destroyers, Ws, WS^a, and other typos of l i g h t vessels which make 
up the radar picket groups, a n t i - a i r c r a f t screen, and anti-submarine screens 
of Okinav/a Gunto. ComTaskGroup 31.5 i s Commodore Moosbrugger i n USS BISCAYNE 
(AGO 11), Flagship. ComTaskForce 31 i s Vice Admiral H.W. H i l l , ComPhibGroup 
5 i s USS AUBURN (AGO 1 0 ) , Flagship. JFASSET has been serving as radar picket 
support ship i n OkinavTa Gunto, Nansei'Shoto of Japan. At 0001, 1 June i n 
accordance CTC 31.5 despatch 302313 Item of May, lASSST vms anchored i n Berth 
K-29, Kerama Rotto, on at-vcnchor a v a i l a b i l i t y for i n s t a l l a t i o n of Fighter 
.director equipment by Zaniah, to effect rorair'to evaporators, and to clean 
two boilers; a v a i l a b i l i t y to expire'at OfiOO, 3 Juno 1945. At 0600 got un'der-
vray to go alongside CUTAMA (AO 3) for fuel.- .At 0622 under/ray and proceeded 
to anchor i n berfh K-26 of Kerama Retto. Commenced i n s t a l l a t i o n of fighter 
director equipment. At 1940 went to General '"-oarters when an enemy plane came 
into v i c i n i t y ; secured at 2021 upon planes leaving area. 

Latitude • Longitude Zone time 
0800 Anchored i n Kerama Rotto, Berth K-29. Minus 9. 

• 12C0 Anchcred i n Kerarm Retto, Berth K - l 6 . 
. 2000 Anchored i n Kerama Retto, Borth K-26. 

2 June - Continued at-a.nchor a v a i l a b i l i t y i n Keraraa Retto. 

•3 June - At anchor i n Kerama Retto, Berth K-26. At 0241 v/ent to General 
Quarters when possible a i r attack threatened; .made smoke when directed; 
secured from General •1:u.artera at 0307. At 0653 proceeded alongside ' usS 

': 'BrtAZOS and topped off f u e l . At 0800 a v a i l a b i l i t y coraplotod (FDO equipment 
i n s t a l l e d ) , Under.Tay and departed Kerama Rotto 'co proceed to Hagushi Beach 

• anchorage i n accordance to.th OTG 31.15 despatch 021104 of Juno. IO46 Received 
IGI 841 alongside to transfer U.S, Mail to*MASUBT. At 1212 anchored i n Berth 

' . K-IO7, Hagushi Beach Transpcrt Area. At 1238 exercised crew at Genoral 'Quarters 
for possible a i r attack. At 1250 got underway .and took place i n A,A, screen 
for anchorigo i n accordanco vdth CTG 31.5 despatch 030341. ComDesRon 23 i s 
Com AA screen. At 1550 received signal from Com AA screen to proceed into | 
'anchorage and anchor. At I6.04 anchored i n Berth H-179, Hagushi Reach, Okinam, 
tode smoke as directed by SOPA i n AUBURN. Storm vnrnings liave been issued; 
there i s a typhoon vdth center to south, the track of which may pass through 

• th i s area, 
Latitoide Longitude Zone time 

0800 Underv/ay i n Kerama Retto. minus 9. 
12C0 Anchored i n Berth H-IO?, Hagushi Beach, 
2000 Anchored i n Borth n-179, Hagushi Beach. 
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4 June - Anchored i n Borth H-179, Hagushi Beach Transport Area. At 0325 received 

CTO 31.5 despatch 041S20 ordering ILASSKf 'to got imdcrway and proceed to 
Radar Picket Station #9 to relieve the S P R O S T a i . At 0350 undor/ray and proceeded 
on duty assigned. At 0720 received picket station orders from SPROSTOH on 

• station, relieved 3PP.03TOM, viio proceeded to port; Joined W.D. PORTER, and 
WILLED K E I T H a-s additional support ship. Gommanding Officer of MASSET assumed . 
OTC, formed ships i n column, distance 1000 yards, commenced patrol at 15 knots 
on courses 150°(T)-and'3-30°(T) on Radar Picket Station #9, which i s approximately 
50 miles soithwest of Okinavm Shima. V.'.D. TORTER i s fighter director ship. 
Supnort craft are LCS 112, LCS 113, I8S 117 (SOP of support cr a f t ) , and LCS 92, 
and are patrolling on p a r a l l e l /-ourscs ap-roximatel/ 2000 yrxvis to southv/ost of 
destroyers' track. Storm vamings indicate a'-nroach of storm i n this general 
direction fron south. At-1000 received v.ord to be prcn-arcd to execute T̂ '-phoon 

. Plan "V/rrLIUP'. Sea i s bocomi.ng disturbed .and weatlier unstable with many dark 
clouds. MAS.SET calilod attention of other vos.ncls to pos.siblc aprroach of storm 
and rigged-ship for heavy v/eather. At 1202 In accord.a.nco vdth GV7 31 despatch 
040236 detached LCS oupoort ship group -and directed them roport to CTU 3-2.9.11 
at Hagushi Peach. ' At 1315 i n a drivin.g rain .a mine- vf.ar. sightod about 75 yards 
dead ahead hy Junior Officor of tho Doclc wli-̂  gulckTy informed 0ff1,cer of tho 
Deck. Officer of tl;-e Deck quickly g.ave "Right rudder" to avoid hitting i t - w i t h 
bov,'-,. thGn '"Left rudder" wh.cn nine vras alongside, about ten feet from ship, to 

• avoid hi t t i n g • v.lth stern or side. Emergency .signal hoisted and announced on 
TBS to shins astern. h'.D.rORTER was directed to sink i t ulth gunfire; which she 
did i n latitude 25*-59'N, Longitude 126*-56iE. - Mliic identified as Japanese 
T̂ -pe 93, I'od 1, At lif52 soundo.d General ""uarters when possible a i r .attack 
developed; a-t 1527 secured from'General -'.uartnro ''hen oncmĵ  pLine cleared area. . 
At 1643, in-accordanco with CTG 31 despatch O40656, ILASSET, W.D.PORTER, and 
STODDARD departed Radar Picket Station #9 and proceeded to Haleagusuku '.'Am to 

- report to CTG 31.19 i n '.TEST VKGINIA by voice" rqdio --jid v.-as instructed to 
enter Nakagusuku VSan and anchor i n Perth 46 by CTG 31.19 desp:vtch 041900 Item. 
V i s i b i l i t y before and during entr;^ into Nakagusul-ai Man v.as verj-- peer duo to 
rai n squalls, and darknooo. At 2035 anchored i n Perth P-46, Nalcagusuku VJan 

• • of Okinawa Sliima. 
Latitude Lcngitude Zona time 

0800 ' 25*-59.7'.N TO6°-57.4'E Minus 9. 
1200 26*-02.5tN 1 2 6 ° - 5 2 ' 3 
2000 Undorrmy i n Nalcagusuku Wan, proceoding 

to anchor-'ige i n Borth P-46, 

5 June - Anchored i n Berth B-46, Nakagusuku Wan, At 0510 MASSET, W.D. PORTER, 
and WILL'JU) KEITH released from duty vdth CTG 3.1.19, underway and proceeded 
out of harbor to resume picl-cct duty on Radar Picket Stv.tion J ^ i n accordanco 
vdth CTG 31.5 despatch 041940 Zebra, At 0924 arrived on station and assumed 
patrol. At 0948 exercised crew at General Quarters when enemy plane reported 
i n v i c i n i t y . At 0958 secured from General Quarters when plane cleared area. 
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5 June (continued) - 'Wont to General Quarters several times during day and even­

ing when enemy planes v/ere reported i n v i c i n i t y . At 1650 exercised crew at 
General -Quarters for evening a l e r t ; secured at 20ii9. At 2200 i t was roportod 

^ that a night fighter to the southvrast of Radir Picket. Station v,as l o s t . 
W.D. FCRTER, upon request, f i r e d one st a r . s h e l l every two minutes, commencing 
at 2235, to aid the plane i n returning to i t s home f i e l d . 2241 'W. D. PORTER 

- ceased f i r i n g star s h e l l s . 
Latitude Lon.gitudo Zons time 

0800 26°-01'N. 127*-18.7'E Minus 9. 
1200 26°-00,8'N 126°-51'E 
2000 26"-05'N 1260-53'E 

6 June - Patrolling Padar Pictet St.ation ,#9, southwest of Okinawa Shima i n company 
with W.D. PCHIER and STODDARD. Suprort craft are ISC 117 (SOP sun-ort c r a f t ) , 
LCS 92 , ICS'122, and LCS 1R3. At 0530 tvro P4U planes reported for duty as 
Radar Picket Patrol. At '0547 three F4U's reported for duty as CAP, and at 
0645 an additional F4U reported as CAP. At 0721 four additional F4U's -reported 
as CAP, -total a i r coverage - tvro Radar Picket Patrol, eight Combat Air Patrol, 
At 0809 CAP vas replaced by four Thunderbolts and four F4'J's. At I030 LCS 92 
and LCS 122 departed for port, having been relieved by ICS 12 and LCS 85 i n 
accordance vdth C-TG 31.5 despatch 022231 Zebra. II45 E:cercised crew'at General 
Quarters for possible a i r attack; secured when clear.- At I414 USS CLAZdON 
relieved W.D. POP-TER as Fighter Director Ship. At I417 S-cercised crew at 
General Quarters for possible a i r attack; secured when clear. At 1540, CIAZCTON 

, aosvimed duty as OTC and formed destroyers (3) on I5OO yard c i r c l e , axis 330°(T) , " 
.CIAKTCII #1, lasSSr #2, and STODD.ARD B., und commenced p i t r o l on 150*(T) - 330O(T) 
at 15 knots.' This formation i n effect, placed ships i n equilateral triangle 
formation with 1300 yards distance between stops. At I6I5 exercised cPew at 
General Quarters for pos.toLble .air attack, at I717 secured from General Quarters 

. when area cleared. Ships on. radar picket station to north reported that a Val.-
with American wing markings had made a suicide, run on them, but was shot down. 
At 1755 four Thunderbolts of-CAP departed for homo base, G/AP present four 
Corsairs; tvro additional Corsairs on Radar Picket Patrol, t o t a l cover present 

. s i x Corsairs. - -. ' 
At 1852 exorcised crevr at Gonoral Quarters for ovoriing alort. V/o-ather v/as 

clear, v i s i b i l i t y good, with a sli g h t haze, sky vns broken vdth cdling about 
3,000 .feet to unlimited and a low fringe, of broken clouds present at vs.rious 
points a l l around,, sea was average, about 2, wind about 10 knots from 320°(T). 
The sun v/as 1O>T and v i s i b l e on the- horizon. At I854 the Sugar George operator 
reported a "possible bogey" on bearing 240°(T) - distance 15 miles. This inform­
ation was relayed inmediately to the other ships in-company. At 1855 MASSET 
reported again; bogey at "240°(T) - 12". Other ships s t i l l did not see. 
"Control" v/as "desigra.ted" on target. At 1857 bo.gey vns at 225O(T) - 7 miles 

• arid a l l ships picked i t up. V i s u a l l y i d e n t i f i e d as Zekes and Val and other 
vuiidentifed • type. Raid appeared to be s p l i t t i n g up. At 1858 went to speed 20 
knots - 2 planes closing; v/ent to 30 knots. Intercept planes were present but 
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6 June (continued) - were not'in position tc make interception because of short 

notice and great d i f f i c u l t y of spotting.in lovr Ijang cJ.oud fringe. .Two Zekes • 
. appeared to be making run on port beam. Control and main battery on forv/ard 
(right.) plane, automatic vreapons vratching oeccnd to l e f t of and.behind f i r s t 
plane. T.TO F4U'3 came into l i n e of sight at about 10,COO yards and f i r e had to be 
temporarily withheld u n t i l nlanos .had approached to 7,CXX) yards at which timo 
(19001) plane #1 (for/zard plane) was taken under.fire vdth main battery and 

J}2 shortly thereafter by automatics. Ship was.brought s l i g h t l y l e f t to keep 
planes on port beam. Plane .{'1 continued run to about 3500 ^rards when he cut 
across plane #2's track. As i t became evident that plane j l was going to pass 

' astern of ship, U r o of nmin better}' vns shifted to plane !;2, vfhich had now 
• closed to 12C0 yards headed-for tho bridge strvcturc. \t 9C0 beards plane #2 
changed course to make suicido crash amidships. Piano vmo being 'ait by 4011'. 
and 2011' and. co.urse continued to a l t e r toward stern, rlanc .,''2 c'rossed very 
close astern at .bout I5 feet altitude, and cra.-'r.ed -.-dthin AO yards of starboard, 
quarter. Plane #1 crossed astern of t'-.ls sh-ip .at distance of aboit 15C0 yards 
and v.a.s reported as burning then by aft.er control o f f i c e r . Plane .-.-'l was taken 
under fira- by STODD.IP.O and crashed shortly thereafter nn o-posite side of 
fonaation at .about 19021. During tho tb:o tho.-e planes were under f i r e f-O 

..and',#4 planes had crossed astern of the formation .at approidnately 10 miles 
to i.iske a.n .attack frrjr.' opposite side, ,#3 made a fast run i n from starboard 
side and -.r̂ s taken under f i r e by CLAKTC-M or STODD.'-P.D, or both, to splash Just 
to starbc/rd of the. opening between tho CLhlTCN and .3T0DD.-.PI) at .about. I903I, 

• 1.43311 did not shoot at t i l l s plane, Vfuile t'ne previous three planes were 
Y/orking .attacks from both sides, t'h had '-t f l r.at stayed out at about-12 miles 
on oilr stern, then-vns tracked by Co.'.bat as he "oved in to 5 miles on-cair 
starboard quarter (145° r e l a t i v e ) . a Zohc, start.ed a r-on Just before, ,?3 
vm.s splash.cd and Control vras quickljv coached on by Ccmh.at and lookouts topside . 
and course vns changed to bring the plane on tho starboir.-i beam. Corsairs 
came over low on .our s+mrho-'.rd •quart'->r at .about 3CC'0 fo-^t and automatic 
'weapons f i r e d several•burst.s at thc.-.i, then were stopped .an.i shifted to the, 
onemy plane .at about 4500 gnrds as i t dived (1904T). .it 3500 yards the main : 
battery opened up,{three 5"/38 shells i n rapid succes.sion eiiploded beneath 
the Zoke .making the run)and i t burst into flames, vient out of control, and 
dove i n a l e f t s p i r a l at an angle of about 70° to crash i n the water about 

_ 12CX)-1500 yards on the. starboard quarter. AA f i r e of s'nips accounted f o r *'• 
four 'out of four planes on this r a i d . 

Just prior to the 'raid a ship i n another picket st.ation had reported 
Vals with American-markings .iKiklng an attack on t'nem. This vrord was passed 
to gunnery stations; automatic vreapons, temnoririly, i n the poor l i g h t , 
mistook the tvro Corsairs for po-ssible attacking "Graces", Since they-came 
i n from the direction' from Vf'rich the fourth attack, was reported to be closing -
they t'npught then to possibly be attacking enemy planes. 

. At.about 19101 screens of a l l ships, vrere reported clear of a l l unidentified 
planes. At 19231 slowed to 15 knots. At 19251 Radar Picket Patrol planes and 
remaining, d i v i s i o n of CAP were dispatched to base; no CAP present. 
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6 June (continued) - At 19321 rASSFl 3C radar picked up bogey "bearing 2 9 5 ° ( T ) , 

dietance 11 m i l e a " and reported to other shipe; th.on "bearing 2 9 0 ° ( T), distance 
10 m i l e s , c l o s i n g - s e v e r a l planes". Control vms coached on i m s d i a t a l y . At 
19341 OTG changed speed to 20, then 25 knots, and charaged course t o 030°(T), 
then 0 5 0 ° ( T ) . C o n t r o l i d e n t i f i e d planes as "5 Vals. - low on water". SG radar 
reported " 2 9 6 ° ( T ) , "distance 9 miles - 1O : Y " . S G radar reported that planes v/ere 
s p l i t t i n g i n t o .two groups or more. Two planes (#3 and #4) were seen t o detach 
themselves from others and s t a r t lain s t r a i g h t i n from about 7 m i l e s , meanwhile 
a s i n g l e plane (#5), s t a r t e d on a s k i r t of formation to .south, v/eaving and . 
threaterdng, and" another group („''l and .#2) s t a r t e d t o s k i r t formation to 
North, C o n t r o l and nvain b a t t e r y were placed on Northerr: ( f o n n r d ) one of two 
a t t a c k e r s making run, and automa-tic v/caoons on second one foUovdng. At 19381 

'ILiSSEI opened-fire with main b a t t e r y on lo.-iding pl.-n o a t 9jOOO yards. Planes 
came s t r a i g h t i n u n t i l a-t about 4,000 yards, the leading plane (,/3) turned 
sharply to h i s l e f t and went North to f e l l i n behind other planes s k i r t i n g 
formation.' Speed 30".knots. Noanv/hile {,%) had closed to 4,000 yards where 
automtic's of VASSEI and CLKTON had taken him under f i r e . Main b a t t e r y was 
s h i f t e d q u i c k l y to ,% but f i r e ivas i n e f f e c t i v e because of close range, MASSET 
maneuvered to r i g h t to keep planes on beair. At a b a i t 500 yards plane (an 
Oscar) banked sharply to l e f t and made dWe on CLi.'TDN, ahead, splasldng, i n 
TOtor -about 10 yards from hor starboard side anUhehlps at .about 19MT. CAP 
planes were c a l l o^l back t o - a s s i s t i n fightjn.g o f f a t t a c k -as. i t sVrirted form­
a t i o n :tbout- 10 miles North. , CIAXTON ,IFD radio_develope.-l trouble"and MASSET . 
took over IFD.net r e p o r t s f o r group. .At 194li'bogey to the South -had closed 
to " 2 2 0 ° ( T ) - 4 m i l e s " then opened out again r a p i d l y t o 12 miles. .Vt 19411 
bogey t o North v/as at '060°(T) - 9 miles", c l o s i n g , then a t , "C 6 5 ° ( T ) - 7 m i l e s " 
(about 0700 r e l a t i v e ) . MASSET t o l d CXZCU to koepg l i n c s c l e a r 10 miles t o 
North of formation, as i t vmo seen that tho r a i d -was cl.os"jng f a s t and the. CAP 
might get i n the l i n e of f i r e . Plane s t a r t e d s t r a i g h t i n on starboard beam 
i n s'nallow dive.' MASSEY opened f i r e at 6,000 yards. Tac bogey v.as l i i t e a r l y 
and glov/ed v d t h a . b r i g h t orange l i g h t . S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r i t heeled over 
sharply and crashed i n a steep dive. The Commanding O f f i c e r thought the 
STODDAHD v/as a s s i s t i n g on t h i s one, but the l a t t e r disclaimed. Personnel 
i n a f t e r c o n t r o l s t a t i o n claim to 'nave observed another plane crash on the 
s t a r b o a r l bears Just before pla.ne a t v/idch MJvGJEY f i r e d caught a f i r e . I t i s 
p o s s i b l e that the STODDAHD splashed t h i s one or po.ssibly tho support c r a f t . 
Vrnlle MAS.SET had beon f i r i n g ' - a t #2, #3" had s t a r t e d a slow ".vcaving run i n from, 
about "040*(T) - 10 m i l e s " and Go/obat had oml-aro-i automatic weapons to v/atch 
k i n . He had c l o s e d to 5 miles then dclayu-d, then closed to about 75OO grards 
by the t i n e C o n t r o l ceased f i r i n g on .-''2. C o n t r o l v.aic ."•paickly s h i f t e d to ,-?3 
and .opened f i r e on him at 6,000 yards ".vith main b a t t c i y and automatics. Plane 
approached to 4500 yards, whon he vms k.it and a fe-,7 small shreds of burning 
m a t e r i a l were seen to f a l l . ,'/3 turned back s t r a i g h t avriy and f i r - i vas ceased 
at 7 ,000 yards. Planes speed dropped o f f and pl:\ne l o s t a l t i t u d e as i t v/as 
tracked out t o 12,000 yards and disappeared. One d i r e c t o r operator claimed 
to see the s p l a s h . V i s i b i l i t y by t h i s time was very l i m i t e d .and darkness was 
s e t t i n g i n . 
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6 June (continued) - #5 plane opened out South to 15 r i l e s then headed IZast, 

vvas. traghed over to v.u.thin 10 miles of Sout.hv.-estern edge of Okiriavri, vrhere he 
orbited, then headed obr-5rht '.Tost just South r f K..rar.a Retto, while night 
fighters were -.directed after him. He ge.aerclly followed the island chain 
f a i r l y closely .and vras l a s t seen on bearing 275°(T) at 54 miles on course 
250°(T), speed 150. 

Supn-ort craft claimed to have shot do-.-.n two pinno.s during both shoots. 
Destroyers reformed and resu-ned patrolling station. Ra-iar screems were clear 
and'all CAP and RP? planes v/cre sont to land. 

At. 19A0I during attack ASSET had rms.sed a ran, v/caring a l i f e jacket, 
i n the vater. I t l a t e r developed that tv/o men v,"-re r.ia.-ing from the ships 
at Padar Picket #9 and another chip had also sighted a man, A search was 
instituted"in--.'/hich.the support craft, directed by C.I.C. plots of destroyers, 
recovered the men. 

.• -it 2059 secured -from General "auarters -an! set regular condition watch 
. when a l l enemy nlanos clear of area, CAP and Padar Picket R i t r o l v.-ere sent , 

to b-ise. 2117 Hold -gU/arter.s for mu-ster of per.'-onnol; a l l present and account­
ed f o r . • During lapt f i r i n g 11.22 radar v/ont out of commission. Attempts to ' _ 
effecL repairs wore ineffective. I t v/as decided to investig-v.te thoroughly 
at-daybreak. 

.Comments on AA Action of t h i s Date. • • 
The net results of thi.s evening's attack wore: Pdght of the nine or 

" more .attacking-planes were shot dov/n by tho destroyers .and support craft - .-
combined. Ho. casualties to personnel or ships. P-oth CLTCTOH and liAS-OET 
had one near miss. 

Because of the lat e warning and presence of the cloud formations during 
the f i r s t attacks neither the CAP or RP? could be effectively used. 
Unfortun-ately prior to the second attack the. CAP and RPP had been ordered to 
land,-after, screens had been clo-ar for a time. However, since the second 
attack, also,'was picked up at clo.se range and i n the poor li.ght, i t i s . 
doubtful i f the CAP vrould have been very effective i f present. 

^ • During these raids both SG and 3C-4 radar v/ere depended on heavily for 
, pos.sible information. Both did an excellent Job i n t h e i r alternate turns, • 
as information become av.aila'ble to the SG at fi.xtremoly lov/ altitudes, to 
the SC at higher altitudes and close i n . In this task both performed i n an 
outstanding manner. Lookouts and control per.sonnel Yverc called on also to 
keep track of and espe.cially to differentiate bctvreen friendly and enemy 

_plane3. 
The UASSET claims two Zekes end one Val destroyed by gunfire, unassisted, 

plus one assist with STODD;\RD on one Zeko and a strong probably on unidentified 
bogey'last f i r e d at, and which i s believed to have crashed at 12,000 yards, 
a f t e r turning avay. Positive confirmation of k i l l i s Lacking i n thi s case. ; 
MASSET also fir.ed at Oscar which narrov/ly missed CL-UCTON but no credit i s 
claimed, as our f i r e on t h i s plane was not effective i n breaking up attack. 
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

6 June -(cpntinued) - The Commanding Officer believes that a formation of 
suicide planes v / i l l generally try to close ships, unprotected by CAP, as 
close as possible before s p l i t t i n g up for individual attacks and decoy runs. 

• I t i s therefore-.recommended that, when such an attack appears to be developing, 
the OTC open up at .12,000 .yards or more vdth the ain of breaking up the 
formation and making the attackers start their runs at longer range. The 
criss-cross tactics employed by these groups at eight, to ten thousand yards 
were confusing and resulted i n both cross f i r e and reduced f i r i n g time vdth 
fi v e inch battery because of indecision as to which bogies vrere actually 
attacking own ship. E a r l i e r opening of f i r e hy one ship might precipitate 
the attack and permit other ships more time i n y/hich to track and select the 
proper targets. 
'• • Latitude Longitude Zone time 

• 0800 26*-01.5'N 126°-51.5'E Minus 9 . ' 
1200' 25°-56.5'H ] 26° -56 .7'E 
2000 26°-00 .4'N • " 126°-57'S 

Aomouaition expended t h i s date: 
• . 59 rounds 5"/38 AA Common 

258 rounds 5"/38 VT 
• • 317 rounds 5"/38 SPDN 6943 Povrder 

1376 rounds 40La( HEI -and KSIT • 
3150 rounds 20I.M 

7 June - Patrolling on Padar Picket Station //9 i n company vdth CLiXTON (OTC and 
FD Ship), STODD.ARD, and support craft. No fighter cover present. At 0302 
exercised creiY at General Quarters for possible a i r attack; secured at 0327 
when plane l e f t v i c i n i t y without coming vd.thin f i r i n g range. At 0417 sighted 
f l o a t i n g "flare to port at distance of 2000 yards. CLlXTihH investigated; • 
results negative. 0537 Radar Picket Patrol of 2 Corsairs arrived on station. 
At 0549 CAP'of 8 Corsairs arrived, .At O63O exorcised crow at General Quarters 
vrhen possible a i r attack developed; secured at 0715 v;hon .area clear of enemy 
planes. 0745 Upon direction of OTG i n CLAXIOM, M.VSSET assumed control-of 

• Rad-ar Picket-Patrol (2 Corsairs). 0800 l,!k. 22 radar back i n commission. 
Casualty had been tv/o leads i n l i g h voltage supply broken by shock. Repaired 
by ship's force. At 1137 one Corsair of CAP returned to base ',dth hydraulic • 
casualty. At 1314 sounded General Quarters f o r possible a i r attack. .At 1320 

' CAP of eight-Corsairs relieved by eight F 6 F ' S ; Radar Picket Patrol of tvro 
Corsairs relieved by tvro Corsairs. 1402 E-cercised crevr at General Quarters 
for possible a i r attack; secured vrhen enemy planes clear of area. At 141? 
WADSATORTH relieved CL/AXTQH and assumed Fighter Director duties in' accordance 
CTG 31.5 despatch 062255; 14SSEY assumed OTG. 1421 M.ASSVf, upon request, 

..returned Radar Picket Patrol planes to VAVD.T.TORTH. At 1/(28 fonted destroyers " 
i n column; distance 800 yards; order of ships MA-SSET, V/ADS'A'ORTH, and STODD.ARD, 
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7 June (continued) - At, I63O OA? of eirht F 6 F ' O relieved by eight Corsairo. 
Air cover-procent: CAP of eight Corsairs, Radar Picket Patrol of tvro 
Corcaira, At I84O Ecercised. crevr at General Quartera for evening a l e r t . 
Coam.cncing' at about 1S50 there appeared to be a f l u r r y of a i r a c t i v i t y by 
single- Jap planes and small groups i n the v i c i n i t y of Kume Shima and to 
vrostvrard thereof-, Tiae Pndar Picket Station ,;9 group tracked several bogies 
into Kume Shima and also picked' up several comlng' fron Kume Shima, a l l 
f l y i n g very low. One Val vras reported hy the CAP fljn-ng right on the vrater 
about tvro miles south of Kume Shima; about a minute l a t e r the CAT reported 
thi s Val had .splashed himself by dipping his wheels i n the vrater.Speed 
vras increased and ships maneuvered to keen posriblc thrcatenin.g bogies - on goc 
f i r i n g bearings. At '1926 MASSET reported bogey to -.TADS.TORT!I "285 ( T ) - 25 
miles" and.maneuvered ships- to place attacking nlanos on beam; Control vras 

- designated, on.target by Gomb.at, '.TADS'.,'ORTh reported bogey closing to be tivo 
pLines; bogey at " 2 S 5 ° ( T ) - 21 miles" closing. Co.atrol i n tracking had 
determined'altitude to be 2500 feet. At. 192? MVZ3ET pas.snd to •.MiDSV.'ORTK ' 
"Dogoy arigols .arc 2.5, speed 2/(0". VTADS./CP.'n! directed CAP to go down. At 
1930 VTADo'.'i'CRTR reported sighting low on water - tvrin on-ine plane. Control 

• v e r i f i e d . At 1931 plot vras merged. At 1932 ITADS.'.QRTI! reported Tally Ho by 
.CAP. MASSEY' co.ntrol reported tvrin engine plan-e vdth-tvro GAP right behind 
had Just dropped bomb. At 1933 increased speed to 23 Icnots. At 1933 ' 
'.TAD.S.'.'DRTn-reported "Bogey novr at 2 9 6 ° ( T ) - 8, vdth 4 CAP on him". At 1934 
MASSEY reported "Dogoy 292°(T) 5, closing fast". At ]93/( OAF splashed one 
tvdn engined Jap bomber. At. 1935 Qoosniblc bogey reported by MASSEY at 
n270°(T) - 25, high", vrldch failed* to develop into -•nytidn.g definite. .At . 

. 1940 screens, reported clear by a l l ships; olo-.ved to normal patrol speed .and 
res'umed patrol. -• At 1943 '.•.'AD3',.'0?.TI! reported "Fighters report on splash, 
a Nick". Several other bogies reported i n v i c i n i t y , but f a i l e d to come into 
gun range; one turned out to be a friendly ni.ght fighter. At 2C00 returned 
CAP and RPP to bass. ' At 2245 a high fl^/ing plane dropped windovr and flares 
on port quarter at about 5000 yards but did not come within f i r i n g range. 
Bogies appeared i n area intermittently throurhout the ni.ght. During day 

• M/A33EY 3C antenna-train system developed defect v/hicb caused gener-al bidding 
effect. MjA S S E Y requested that oho bo rolioved next day and given 24 hours 
at anchor.in port to repair defective system, to avoid p o s s i b i l i t y of i t s 
freezing and rendering SC inoperative, M A S S E Y could also f u e l and provision 

•at t h i s time. 
Latitude Longitudo 

12(0-50,8'E 
126°-54 .1'S 
126°-51'E 

Zor» tima 
Minus 9. •0800 

1200 
2000 

26°-03'N 
25'^-58.4'N 
26°-02.5'N 

8 June -r P a t r o l l i n g station on Radar Picket St-iti.m //9, Southwest of Okiravra., 
Shins, ships present: -MASSEY (OTC), VTADSV/ORTH, and STODDi'dlD and fou:' support 
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8 June (Continued) - craft (LCS), No fighter cover present on station. At 
0533 two Corsairs reported for duty as Radar Picket Patrol, eight Copsairs 
reported as CAP. At 0815 CAP of eight Corsairs v/as replaced by four Corsairs 
and foiar Thunderbolts. At 1045 C A P v/as relieved by eight Corsairs, and 
Radar Picket Patrol by'two Corsairs. At 1113 FICKTin and NOALE relieved 
STODDARD and MASSET on station. In accordanco CTG 31-5 despatch 071117 and 
CDS 49 despatch 080210, MASSET proceeded to Kerama Retto for 48. hours at 
anchor, a v a i l i b i l l t y to effect r e j a i r s to SC antenna t r a i n system, replenish 
ammurdaion, and to provision and f u e l ship. At 1320 v/ent alongside and fueled 
from RPAZOS. Secured SO radar and commenced reoairs to anterjia system 
assisted by technicians from ZAP.IAH. Alongside AKUTAN at 1525 to replenish 
ammunition.' 1830 Having loaded ammunition to f u l l allov/ance, got. under.vay 
and proceeded to anchor i n Berth K-l6 of Kerama Retto. At 2030 commenced 
'making•smoke i n compliance CTG 31-15 orders; ceased making smoke at 2035-

Latitude Lonz-itude Zone time 
0800 • 25°-59'N 12? -00.5'E Minus 9. 
1200 •25°-59.7'H . 12? -05.5'E 
2C00 Anchored Perth K - l6 , Keraraa Rotto. 

9 June - .At anchor in' Berth K-l6, Kerama Retto on a v a i l a b i l i t y i n accordance -
CTG 31.5 despatch 071117, effecting repairs to SC antenna t r a i n system. 
D i f f i c u l t y appears to l i e i n meshing of tra i n gears i n pedestal because of • 
fau l t y alignment'of gears. At 1920 Chaplain Kelly, Lieutenant, (ChC), USm, 
of Ci\SCADE held divine services on forecastle, 

Latituda Longitude Zone time • 
Anchored Berth ?(-l6, Kerama Retto. Minus 9. 

10 Jma - .At anchor i n Berth K - l6 , Kerana Retto. Repairs to SG antenna t r a i n 
• system and l o g i s t i c s completed. At 0707 under/ray and proceeded out-of 
Kerama Retto to Hagushi Beach area i n accordanco CTG 31.5 despatch 090205, 
and reported ready for sea i n MASSET despatch 1007401. At 0859 anchored 
i n Berth H-I76, Hagushi Beach Transport Area. At 0920-Commanding Officer 
l e f t ship for. a conference vdth CTG-'31-5 i n the PAN.-M.lEMT, returning at 1027-
At 1155 i n accordance ComAirSupportUnit, FifthAmphibiousForce, Pacif i c Fleet, 
received Fighter Director personnel (2 o f f i c e r s , 6 enlisted) on board for 
temporary duty in.connection vdth fighter direction.. At 1918 exercised crew 
at General Ouarters on approach.of onemj'' a i r c r a f t i n v i c i n i t y ; secured at 
1959 v/hen area cleared.of enemy a i r c r a f t , 

Latitude Longitude Zone time 
0800 26°-19.7'N 127 -30-6'E Minus 9. 
1200 . Anchored Berth H-176j Hagushi Beach 

Transport Area. 
2000 . Anchored Berth H-176,'Hagushi Beach 

Transport Area, 

CONFIDEN 
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11 Jane - Anchored i n Berth H-I76, Hagushi Beach Transport Area, Ckinav/a Shima. 

At 1217 i n compliance CTG 31.5 v i s u a l despatch 110230, undeiany and proceeded 
to Radar Picket St-tion #9 to-rolievc ./ADC/ORTH as picket s.'ilp. At 1518 
rcllovc'i V/AD.C-./ORTJ! an Fighter nirecl-or ship "n ll-A r 'Ickot Station 
ComDesRon 49 i n rTCKlin i s OTC; nCYJVO, I'ASS'Y en ;;ort quarter -.ind MOALB-
on starho-'i'rd quarter of FTCKIUG i n an equilateral triangle formation, 
distance 1000 yards, 'patrolling on courses 03G°-210°(T) at 15 knots. Support 
craf t (4 LC3) are about 3000-yards to southwest. CAP present eight Corsairs; 
Radar Picket Patrol of two Corsairs.' At l63o exercised crew at General Quarters 
for possible a i r attack; interceptions provc'l to be a C-5'';. Secured fron' 
General Quarters at 1657, Tdontified two friendly planes and sent them t.o 
base. • 1°01 General "•uartors for losslhle a i r ;'.tt.:..cl-; interception idontified 
a-c friendly patrol plane. At 1821 secur,.-! fr--• Gcncrd Quarters. At 1845 
exercised crev/ at General .juartors for evening a l e r t . At 1912 a l l CAP and 
RPP departed stations for base, Another typhoon i s reported forraing to South, 
v / i l l probabl}/ pass Okiriav//.' to '.Tost. Received GTG 31.5 despatch 110937 omlcring 
a l l OTG's of piclcet stations to, unless ot!n:r-.,iso directed, 'le-v- rt-tions 
and with a l l ships i n conpany pirocecd to he ''t f'!:inavm outer screen-at 
daybreak. Received CTG 3 ! dispatch 11C525 making T/p.hoon Plan B'illiam effective, . 

' . Tatitudo Longituio Zone tine 
0800 • Hagushi Beach, Okinawa. I'inus 9. 
1200 . Hagushi Poach, Okinav.-a, 
2000 25 56,2tM - 126 51.3'2 

12'June •- Patrollipg .Poidar Picket. Station ,f? as fi'dfcr director ship on courses 
03Q°(T) and 210 (T), opoed 15 knots, i n cnapany'v/ith U.S.G. FICHir-rr (CDS49 and 
OTC) and U.S.3. rOAIE. Support craft (4 ICS) arc to southwest. Ho fighter 
cover present on station. At 0230 a l l sld ps on Ba'.lar Picket St-ation #9 departed 
station i n co.'ipany and .proceeded i n ro\ato to Hugusln. Bov.ch i n "accordance CTG 
31.5 dispatch il0937. 0555 ComDesRon 49, i n PIGKI?rr, aad l.-'CALE departed fonaation 
to proceed to "Kerama Retto i n accordance CTG 31.5 diopatch 112049. By same dis­
patch and by CoraDooRon dispatch 120559 Item MASSEY to proceed to Hagushi and 
report to CTG 31.5,..havirE support craft report to CTU 32.9.11. Proceeding to • 
-Hagushi. At 0559'received ordero over TBS from ComDesRon 24'in A-NTHONY to ren-" 
dezvous with AHTHOMY AMD VT.ALKE outside Hagushi Transport Area at 0700 Item. 
At 0700 Item CDS 24 informed MAS-SEY th-at she v/c.s to proceed for duty'with 
/d.'TN04?Y and lYALKE to Radar Picket Station ,?9. at 0725 rendezvoused vdth AKTHOMI 
and 'TALKE rnd informed ANTHONY of location, composition and disposition of 
support cr a f t . At 07/(8 Received guard mail from ANTHONY and then took station, 
astom of ANTHONY, MASSEY assumed fighter dinvctor duty. At IO5O arrived on 
Radar Picket Station //9. No surfaco oupport c n f t on station;'CAP consists of 
eight F4U'a; Radar Picket Patrol of two F4D<s. At II50 Exercised, crew at General 
Quarters for possible a i r attack. Plane was id e n t i f i e d by CAP as C-54. 

-10-



0 " . i l 

U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD778/A12-1 
. (091) 

12 June - (Cont'd.) 
At 1217 secured from General C>uarters. At 1/(17 LCS 117 (SOP of supnort c r a f t ) , 
LCS 12, and LC^ 129 reported on station for duty and wore stationed 20(X) yards 
to sov.thvfost. During afternoon and evening several enemy planes reported i n 
'area at long re.ngesj investic?.tcd two contacts v;ho turned out to bo friendly 
fighters during afternoon. At 18/+5 General Quarters for evening a l e r t . At 
1955 CAP and Hadar Picket Patrol pLanes returned to base. At 2011 secured from 
General Quarters, Weather conditions have.improved considerably and are novr 
normal - danger of typhoon has passed. Typhoon track v/as well to V/est, over 
Formosa, and appeared to be headed for lov/er Kyushu. 

Latitude I.ontotude Zone time 
08.00 • • 26°19'H 127 346'E Minus 9. 
1200 25 5S.5'K 126°55.5'E 
2000 • 26°01.5'N 126 57.2IE 

13 June - Patrolling Radar Picket Station #9 as fighter director shio i n company 
AHTIiaW (ComDesRon 2h i s OTC) and V/ALKE, LCS 117 (SGP of support c r a f t ) , 
LCS 12, and LCS 129 on station. At 06C0 eight-Corsairs reported as' CAP, and 
two Corsairs as Radar Picket Patrol, V'cather clearing during ivy, sky broken. 
The day v/as quiet, probablj'- because of the typhoon weather's passing i n v i c i n i t y 
of Kyushu. No enemy planes d e f i n i t e l y plotted i n area. At I84O exercised crew 
at General Quarters for evening a l e r t . At 2Q20 Secured from General Quarters, 

La-^itude - Lonritnde , Zone time 
0800 25"59.2'N 126°5S.2'E Minus 9. 
1200 25 59'N • 126°5O .5' 'E 
2000 26°05'N ' 126°54'E 

14 June •- Patrolling Radar Picket Station (j^, Southwest of Okinawa, MASSET i s 
fighter director ship i n company with ANTHONY (CDS 24 i s OTC), and WATJS, and 
3 support craft (LCS). No fighter cover present on st-ition. At 0550 C.iP of 
three Corsairs and four Thunderbolts arrived on station. At 0740 exercised 
crew at General Quarters for possible a i r attack vfhcn contacted possible enemy, 
plane.at "320°(T)-12 males". Secured v.hen CAP identified as friendly TBF. At 
0940 went to General Quarters for another possible enemy plane at "l60°(.T)-l6 
miles," C.\P-identified i t as friendly pPM. At 10'+5 CAP was Telieved by eight -
P-47's, At 1131 Y/ent to General Quarters when high flg/ing bogey came in t o 
v i c i n i t y ; secured upon his leaving. At 1305 eight Corsairs relieved the eight 
P-47'3 as CAP, and tv/o more Corsairs relieved the tv/o RPP Corsairs. At 1813 
four P-47's and four Corsairs relieved the eight Corsairs CAP. At I84I went 
to General Quarters for eveninqg a l e r t ; evening quiet, seciuad at 2020, Noted 
leak i n f i r e control rangefinder optic system, escape of gas.. Reported this to 
CTG 31.5 i n dispatch 131055Z and requested one day's a v a i l a b i l i t y to repair on 
next t r i p to Kera/na Retto. MASSET scheduled'to be relieved by GAIM.\RD in-mom-
• ing by GIG 31.5 'dispatc^h 1/(1231. 

latitude Loatotude Zone time 
0300 26°01'N 126°58,2'E Minus 9. 
1200 26°04.5'N 126*52.5'E 
2000 26°04'N 126°56.7'E 
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15 June - R i t r o l l i n s station on Radar Ticket St-tion ,?9, Southwest of Okinawa Shima, 

i n company Tdth .AKTHONT (CDS 24 i s GTC) and 'YAIKF,, three ICS present as support 
craft. At 0530 eight Corsairs reported on station as CAT, and tvro Corsairs 
reported as Radar Picket patrol. 0852 O.lIM.'vRD relieved /'ASS'-T as fighter director 
ship on Radar Picket Station //9. MASSET proceeded to Kerama Retto for l o g i s t i c s 
replenishment and "for 48 hours at-anchor a v a i l a b i l i t y i n accordance CK 31«5 
despatch 141231. At 1052 moored alongside TX and fueled i h i p . At 1236 got 
.unden-ay and proceeded to anchor at 1308 In Re-rth K-59,. Kerama Retto. Commenced 
repairs on f i r e control optics and stable element overhaul. 

Latitude T.on.gitude Zone time 
•0800 26°-05.7'H 126°-55.2'E • Minus 9. 

1200 Kerama Retto Anchor kge. 
2000 Kerama Rotto Anc!-.or'ige. 

I 6 - I 7 June - At anchor i n Keram Retto continuing repair to f i r e control optics 
gas sjastem and stable element .and dodng ether minor repairs, sv\ch as cleaning 
one boiler's v.mtersid.es, ronov.ting lube o i l , clo.ning o i l sumps, etc. On l 6 t h 
at 0945 •Pather Stott from Mona Island haiil '4-; i n M;23EY. Also during tiiae i n 
took advant-ige of opportunity to send t'.;o recreatior. p-irhies ashore on new 
recreation grounds on Zamami Shima, f o r f i r s t recreation- party .since 12 March 
i n Tulagi, /uachored i n berth K-59, Kcra.ma Retto. 

Latitude longitude Zone time 
.huebored Perth K-59, Kcra.ma R-atto. "Minus 9 . 

18 Jung -r At anchor i n Perth K-59, Kerama Retto, Okinav;a -Gunto. Repairs to 
stable elements and gassing of rangefind^r co-r-leted. At 0754 got undorw.ay nnd 
proceeded out of Keram P.etto to Hagrsh.i Poach i n accordance CTG 31.5 despatch 
161430 Item of June.. At 0939"anchored Xn "crth K-l.'"?, Magu.al-l Reach TTancport 
Area. At l-SO/i got underway -aivd s h i f t r d to berth !!-l6n jn conplianca CTG 31.5 
despatch 181745 Item, At 2800 exorcised crev/ at General "uarters -and made 
smoke-'when directed upon approach of enemga -aircra.ft from North. At 2017 secured 

• from General Quarters when area was cleared of enemy a i r c r a f t . 
• Latitude TcngHude ' Zone time 

0800 • Underway i n Kerama Rcito. Minu.e 9 . 
1200 • /Uichored •perth 1!-159, Uagushi Beach. 
2000 Anchored Borth !'-lA8, Magushi Boach. 

19-20 June - At anchor Berth K - I60, Hagushi Beach. Remained at anchor 19 June 
and 20. June awaitinig further orders. "At 2330 Item on 2Qth received orders by 
ComDesRon 23 despatch 201415Z to got undorv/ay at 0430 Item, 21 June and form 
AA screen of which ComDesRon 23 i n PICKING i s to be OTC. 

Latitude Longitude Zone time 
. . . - 0800 Hagushi Beach Anchor-ago, Minus 9. 

1200 Hagushi Beach Anchor igo. 
2000 Hagushi Beach Anc'eoragc. 
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21 June - At anchor Berth 11-160, naguohi Ro-tch Transport Area, Ckinav.-a Shir.-a, 

At 0421 -cot undonray i n accordance Ccr.DeoP.on 23 despatch 20L/(15Z and proceeded 
to take- station #3.counting fron Morth i n .U screen 1000 yards to "fest of 
anchorage. Ships i n screen frcm North to South - SPB.CSTCN, F I C K I j O , Ca'PTON, 
T/ADSV.ORTH, BOYD, AUSBURI-IE (GD323 - OTC), CAPZHTBR, 14SSEY, B.E.H'JEB.-ARD, and 
LOV/RY, distance bfetwoen ships 2000 yards. Patrolling at 10 knots speed 

• following movements of OTC i n AUSBURl-n;. At 0330.,the BP.ChE took station #10 
i n screen and LONRY shafted to. #11. .At 1007 /'A.SSEY and BOYD proceeded to 
Keraraa Retto i n accordance CTG 31.5 despatch 2101062 to fuel shin, then return 
to Hagushi Peach. At 12O0 moored alongside C.AH.'iBA and co.mraenced..taking on 
f u e l . .At 1253 cast offfro.m CAH.ABA and proceedod out of Kerama Retto tov/ard 
Hagushi Beach. • At 1440 received orders by CTO 31.5 de.soatch 210135 to 
oroceed to Radar Picket Station .515 bj'- one hctr before sunset and-relieve 
inilARD KEITH who vras to-return to Kerama Retto at day break. At 1750 joined 
Radar Picket Station #15 group, Northwest of Okinawa Shima, and took station 
#4 i n CDS 24 cruising disposition, NAS'EY in s t d i c n .-54, patrolling i n 
company with .'dITHONI (CBS24 - OTC and guide) i n stati.-'n , ! ' l , DYSON (Fighter 
Director Ship) i n station #2, and .UUAVI) KCTUl i n station .#3; DYSON and 
7E[LL.ARD KEITH 600-1000 yards on port and starboard quarters resrectively 
of ANTHONY,, yA.SSEY astern of \NT'"Tf ICOO .vardo on pori-, quarter of KEITT!. 
,At 1345 -exercised crew -at Genaral '.uarter.s for cvonin-g a l e r t . At 2122 . 
secured from General Quarter.s, Vfc-ther i s f a i r vdth gor-d v i s i b i l i t y , sky 
has fevr clouds, no-n'bright. At 2132 vrcnt to General uartcrs whon enemy 

• plane, reported i n v i c i n i t y by SO rad-r; l''.tor identified as friendly. .-At 
2233 exercised crevr at Gcncr.al luartcrs when numerous raids appe-ared to bo 
closing from the North. .At 2244 the f i r s t r-iid to co.-.ie down vras .at '•350(T) -
9 miles" at altitude 1000 feet vrhich was further reduced to bolovr 200 feet . 

- as pl-ane ceaie'about 5 miles from ILAGSEY. In quick succession other enemy 
planes follo-,-red and at midnight -l-LASSEY vras s t i l l .at Crenor.al Quarters vrith 
many enemy planes i n v i c i n i t y although none v/ere attacking us. 

Latitude Lon.totude Zone tim.e 
0300 26*-19'2'N 127 -40.6'E Minus 9. 
1200 Kerama Retto Anchorage. 
2000 • 27°-05'N 127°-35.4'E 

22 June - Steaming on radar Picket Station #15. Ncrtlivrest of Okinavra Shima i n 
company vrith ANTHClff (GDS24 - OTC and guide), DAASCN (Fighter Director Ship), 
and VOLTARD KEITH i n C D S 21^ special disposition vrith .AimiONY (guide), DYSON 
1000 yards, 6 0 ° on port quarter of ANTilONY and KEITH's port quarter. Support 
ships are four LCS. Radar Pi.cket St.ation #15 and #l6 have had numerous a i r ' 

- raids i n v i c i n i t y since 2130.- Station #16 Ivas t.aken a number under f i r e ; 
none havo made s u f f i c i e n t l y threatening approach or ccme vrithin less than 

••4 miles of ships on station #15. Therefore f i r e has been vdthhold. MASSEY 
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22 June (continued) - has passed on infcmation of enemy planes including 
a l t i t u d e , coiurse, cjrid speed to Fighter Direction Shin for passing on to 
night fighter control stations. At 0150 enemy plane came v i t h i n f i v e 
miles bearing " 3 3 0 ° ( T ) - 5 miles" then turned South end vras again seen 
at " 2 6 5 ° ( T ) - 5 miles". Oro\;n vras prepared t.-. take pl-ane under f i r e i f 
approach continued, when plane c'rvingei course a.ad n-nn^d fast. At 0230 
secured from General Quarters vrhen area clear cf on'-'m}' planes. This group 

• of raids lasted for aprroximatcly four !;ours during a l l of which time at 
least one plane vr's vrithin threatening ran-'c. During t'r'o time at least 
twenty separate raids, t o t a l l i n g ajiproximately forty planes, na.ssed i n 
v i c i n i t y . The raids vrere characterized by a slow dolibcrato reconnaisance 
or snooper approach, then v r i o u s attempts at snevh runs, esrocially on 

.'station # l6 , which vras about 30 miles to oouth'-rcst. A l t i t u i a ^ vrere greatly 
varied, -ranging from that of one who cam--; in at 2-0 feet to that of one 
who c'.me i n at approxirar-tely 22,000 feat; in-'-^vidual nl'--nec also varied 
altitude frequently, one alternately o i l - h'ng to 8,000 feet then dropping 
to 700 feet, fre-'Uently dropping'windarr. Oj-/. of the -ost striking features 
of these raids vras the ext.remely- lovr spc^d 'ised by at least bi.lf of them; 
14SGEY trcekcd-s-averal vrith f i r e cr'ntr^l gear zt speeJs of SO knots to 
95 knots;, .air plots reveal-ad nary m'lkin: the-; lovr speeds. Some planes 
made this lovr speed r-nl.y int.cmittently '.•rl.'!-.: snoayin., oth-rrs t-.c-'-l i t 
throu"hout thair rm. T.o bovr speed plus th-r- v r y i n j .'.Hitudes was 
evidently trr-uM.osor o'to tiie r^'-ht fightc-rs, who tor.ight ha,g-ed only tliree 
pl.ajios although thoy'tailed ra.ny raids. • Fre .u-w-.t "overshooting" arto "going 
outside" vrere 'noted i n the r-.ir plat, n-dnavra vras l i t ' l e r.olcsted i f at a l l 
by the above raids of vr'ic'i only a fc.r v-'.-nt mre th'wi t h i r t y five milos 
.below Padar Picket St-tion ,515. It vras con-aidarad that, '..dtl: gô -d 
reconnasaince information being returned hy tlv- nlgh.t snoopers to t h e i r 
hf-mc'b-'.ses, a l i t t l e more novrc-rful th.m usu'\ ;rc;o of vi.aitors vrould, 
v i s i t Padar-Picket gt tian ' , f l 5 ^.d "1-S i n the i orr.lng. At 0310 the 
.TLLLAPD fialTII l e f t the forrrrti'on to prncr;efi l.r r.jrorv. Retto and ItoOtcr 

• went to, st-.tion ,<'3, 1000 yard.s, 60* on nt-'rhoar-i -.uarter of ANTilOIIY. 
At 0550 a GAP of thirteen Corsairs -md a Pad,-'.r Pickett Patrol of tv.ro Oorsaios 
reported on station for dut}''. At 0625 tliree ad ' i t i o n a l Ccro-irs arrived 

• to join the CAP. .\t-0749 exorcised crew at General, '.uarters upon ap"roach 
of enemy- planes from the North. Many .email groups of tv/o to four planes 
and one lar.ger group of sixteen planes apprnac'ied, CAP of Eadar Picket 
Station ,/15 v/as s p l i t into tv/o groups of eight each, DrCC/N controlling one, 
'MASSET controlling other. Numerous raids c.-\me i n -at v r l n u s altitudes' -
and speeds and i n v/irious numbers; about forty pl-nca making up .about 
f i f t e e n raids i n a l l . B;' 0905 area vns clear of enemy planes, most of v/hich 
had been shot down. T/zenty-nine planes were reported to have been shot dovre 
•by. CAP on a l l stations. A "V'cll Done" was given ships and planes on Radar 
Picket Station #15 and //I6 by Co.mT-iokForco 31 . At 0925 secured frcrrd General 

. Quarters. .-At 10/(0 MASSEY returned CAP to DYSON for control. At 1155 CAP 
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2 2 June-(ccntinued) - reduced to eight pleneo {Oovr/Avs), :X 1339 exercieod 
crew at General '•u-artors for evening a l e r t . VASZPi vac notified hy DY3CH 
that a •Pg'f^picket would be established to IJortl-nast and vns ordered to 
control i t s f l i g h t . At 2013 secured fron General '.uartrers. At ,2030 checked 
with FDM who v/as proceeding to radar picket ot-.tion. At 2135 checked vdth 

• PHM picket on .station. .It 2 2 2 5 exeric.aed crew at General Quarters f o r 
. possible a i r attack. Several groups ar^proaclvn- .simultaneously from North, 

night fighter i n v i c i n i t y wos vectored out. \ 2 2 3 5 V??.' picket reported 
enemy pLane " 0 7 0 ° ( T ) - 2 1 " from group. At 2 2 3 3 throe raids pissed at 
distances fro.m ei.ght to seventeen miles '..'est from piclcet group v/ith night 
fighter follcrwing. At 22/(3 ob.aorvod n.ight f l - h t c r .ahoot down pl-ne to South, 
At 2 ,253 ''flare or pyrotechnic bomb bur.et .about 1 2 miles to South i n v i c i n i t y 
of enemy planes -and r-ad-r, - t .s.ano time, nicked up vdndoiv at point of 
pyrotechnics display. Shortly afterwards ni-ht fighter shot dcum another 

. plane. Speeds -of a nivaber of the planes v/ere again slow tcn-ight - however, 
night fighters made slower and more de"iborate apnro.achee. Night fi.ghte.rs 
around Okinawa accounted for eight k i l l s this evening. A verj"- large amount 
of window was used throughout the evening and appeared more persistent than 
usual. .At .2346 seciuced from General Quarters v/hen area clear of enemy planes. 

Latitude ,. lon-itudo Zone time 
OSOO 2 7 ° - 0 7'N 1 2 7 ° - 3 S'E. Minus 9 . 

•. ' 1 2 C 0 . 2 7 ° - 0 5'N 1 . 2 7 ° - 3 9 . 6 ' 3 
. 2 0 0 0 • 2 7 ° - 0 4'N 1 2 7 ° - 3 9'E 

2 3 June - Patrolling Radar Picket Station -/IS i n comp.any A NTH-NY (CDS 2 4 - OTC 
and guide), and DYS'.dl .(Fighter Director Ship). Four LCS present as support 
cra f t . ILASSET i s controlling PBM picket plane to Northeast. At. 06OO secured, 
guard on PBM picket plane. At 0 6 4 5 CAP of eight Corsairs and Hadir Picket 
Patrol of tvro Corsairs on station. .At 07C5 so\indod Gonor.al "uarters f o r 
possible a i r attack. .At 0717 secured from Genenl Qu'-rtoro when area clear 
of enemy planes. Received n o t i f i c a t i o n hy CTO 3 1 . 5 despatch 2302092 that 
ILASSEY and ANTHONY, upon being relieved on st .tion by AUT.iac and BOYD this 

• afternoon, would proceed from Radar Picket Station '-'15 to Kerama Retto. 
At 1 7 2 0 v.diile enroute to Kerama Rotto received c a l l fror\N stating that 
she v/as i n berth K-85 i n Kerama Retto .and requested traaafer of fighter 
director team by coming alongside, l/ocred alongside BR.'hN at I S 0 7 and 
transferred fighter dorector personnel to BnO.'.M. At 18.2/{. underway and 
came alongside CUI.AMA at I 9 1 3 to f u e l . At I .956 underway to anchor at 

' 2 0 0 7 i n Berth K-IJ,.Kerarma Retto. Received CTF 3 4 despatch 2 3 0 6 2 5 of 
June 1 9 4 5 ; ordering M.AS3FY to CTU 3 1 . 2 9 . 1 9 for duty and to proceed to 
Lej-te, P.I. i n company vdth other ships of CTU 31 . 2 9 . 1 9 leaving Okinav/a 
at 1 7 0 0 Item June 2 4 , 1 9 4 5 . CTU 3 1 . 2 9 . 1 9 i s Ciintain P.M. Young'in ANTHONY. 

La-fcitude Longitude Zone time 
• OSCO 27° -06.5'N 127° -37.5'E tonus 9. 
1200 2 7 -08.8'N L 2 7 - 4 6 . 5 1 E 
2000 Ker?.m Retto Anchorage. 
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2 4 June - Anchored i n Kerana Retto, Berth K-15, At C653 undcrwa}' and proceeded 

.from Kerma Retto-to Hagushi Doach i n accordance CTG 31.5 despatch 23121S. 
At 0 9 2 0 anchored-in Berth H-139, Hagushi Bench Transport Area. At 1652 underway 
on signal fron CTU 31.29.19 and fornod col-onn with other slips of Task Unit 
enroute' to San Pedro Bay, Leyto Gulf, Philippine Islands. CTU 31.29-.19 and 
OTC i s Captain S. 17. loung, U.S.Nav}', GonDosRon 2 4 , i n MYT.IOITI, Order of 
ships i n column: AilTHOHT" (ComDesRon 2 4 ) , WADST.'ORTH, ItoBGSY, 3EAIE, V/N 
VALIHIHBURG, JtoTOS C. OTEHS, T E L I AjR D KEITH, and MPX:. At 1932 foined CDS 
2 4 spocial cruising disposition, Ships of each division formed ai c i r c l e 
OHE; Division 4 8 guide bearing 270° r e l a t i v e , distance 2 miles fror. Division -
4 7 rulde. Ships of Division 4 7 -stationed as fonows: //1-lOCO AhTHOHY (O T G) J 
#2-1270 }iAS-5EY; #3-1090 UABSUORTH; #4-1180 BEAIE. DosDiv 4 8 disposed as 
follows: # 1 --VAH VALFEHBURG, # 2 - J.C OV.'EHS, # 3 - 11. KEITH, # 4 - iiS.EM. 

Latitude Lon4-tude • Zone' tine 
030 0 26°-lS.7'N 1 2 6 ° - 2 4 . 4 ' E Minus 9. • 
12C0 Anchored Berth K - 1 3 9 , ila'^ishi Beach. 
2000 ' . 25°-45.:'N 127*-29'E 

2 5 June - Ctoam.ing enroute OkinaTm Area to San Pedro Day, Loyto Gulf, Philippine . 
•Islands i n company with other units of Taal: Unit 31.29.19. 

•Latitude . Lcngitude Zoiio tine 
OSCO - 23°-10.'3'lI 127 ° - 2 2 . 5'E Minus 9. 

, 1200 . •a^-30.2'IT 127°-12'E 
2000 • 19°-34.S'N 127 -00.9'E 

2 6 June - Steaming enroute Oldnav/a Are-a to San Pedro Bay, Lo;rta' Gulf, PhilipTdno 
Islands in ccnpony with other units of Tnsl: Unit 31.29.19. At 0 9 4 5 f i r e d 
monthly test of special ammunition witli othor ships of Tad. Uidt; results f a i r . 
A large number of duds and rroraatures wore nrosent i n •Uvc lots tostcd. At 
1 0 1 3 coasod f i r i r g , having orcpondoi 4 6 rounds of ammunition. At 1 3 3 0 held 
f l a g hoist d r i l l , and at I 4 3 O hold steering ca.sualty d r i l l . ' 

Ammunition eKpended: 
48 rounds 5"/33 7T projectiles 

Longi'tudo Zone tine 
1 2 6 ° - 4 0 . 4 ' E Minus 9 
126°-32 ,0'E 
126°-18'E 

2 7 June - Steaming enrouto Okinawa Area to S.an Pedro Bay, Lcyte Gulf, Philppine 
Islands with other units of Task Urdt 31.29.19. At 0 5 5 0 s-'ghtod land on 
S'taribard bow. At 0 6 5 3 changed foimation to column i n normal order. At 0907 
entered Leyte Gulf thrcnqgh Sunigao S t r a i t " . At 1103 enfcerod San Pedro' Bay. 
At 1220 i n accordance CcmDesPac Roproccntative, SoPac, 7th Fleet, despatch 
270051, ahdvored i n Berth 35. At 1352 C-aptain departed forUGS Ai'lTKONY f o r 

Latituda 
0800 16 - 4 0 . 8 ' H 
1330 15°-40.5'N 
2000 13°-43'N 
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DD778/A12-1 
( 091) 

27 Jiune (contimod) - ccnforonce and rotumod nt ypS:. MAS:ZEY aaoignod to SIERRA 
(AIV18) for a v a i l a b i l i t y on RF'S at COOO, 1 Julybanio. 

Latituda Longitudo Zono timo 
'• 'oaoo . 10°-43'1I l;i6*-C0'E l/dnuo 9. 

1200 San Pedro Bay, Leyte Gulf, Philipninoa Iclmds. 
2000 Andiored Berth 35', San Pedro Boy, Leyte Gulf, 

Philippine Islands. 

28 Juno - Anchored i'n Berth 35,. Son Podro Bay, Loyto Gulf, PliLlip]Tino Inlnndo 
carryln^g out nt-michcr a v a i l a l ^ i l i t y , provision'rg o!iip, and roplonishing 
stores. On 29 June the Captain attended conforonce vdth CDS-2A i n jhiTIlbi'IT 
covering screoning plans and sortie plans i n next operation. On 30 June 

. underway and fusid ship froa K-l/R then returned to Berth 35 -and anchored. 
At 0910 , 30 Jure the Captain l e f t ship to attend a conference with CTF 33 
on the USS GUAM ('CB--?.). ComDesRon 24 and a l l ships'which accompanied him from 

• Okinawa Enima ore assigned to Tns:'. Force 33 i n acconbnce :Titlv CTF 31 despatch 
230625 of Juno 1945.nnd ore to bo on RFS nnd on four hours notice beginning 
0000/ 1 July 1%5. CcmTaskForco 33 i s Roar Adnirnl Low, U.G.Nnvy, ComCruDiv 
12 i n USS GUAM (CB-2) (Flagship). Buring forenoon of 30 June, during a routine 
test a power transformer i n the 30 K.G. stack f a i l e d and 30 K.G. stack w-as 
placed out of commission u n t i l replacanoat transfonnGr available. ComDesRon 24 
and ComSerRcn 10 notiCod of casualty. MAGUEY reported ready for sea with only 
H E.G. second stack i n cperation by ILASGSY despatch 300(40 of June 1945. 

28 June Anchored Berth 35, Snn Pedro Bcqq Leyte Zone timb 
29 June Gulf, Philippine Islancb. Elinus 9. 

'30 June 
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) '^jjD-^p--'" 

J 1 August 1945. 

From: The Conroanding Officer, 
To I The Comraonder i n Chief, United States Fleet. 

Suhjects T/ar Diary for Month of July, subnission of. 

Reference: (a) GoninCh I t r FF1/A12-1/A16-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943. 
(b) Arts. 712, S74(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S. Navy 

Regulations, 1920, 
(o) Alllav 176-of 1943. 
(dj PacFlt I t r lOL-43 
(e) PacFlt conf. I t r 101 - 4 5 . 

Enclonure: (A) 17ar Diary, U.S.S. MASSSI (DD-77S) for month of July 1945, 

1, In accordance with reference (a), (b), (c), (d), .and (e) , 
enclosure. (A) is f orvTardod hereTdth. 

C . U . A L D R I C H 

136487 



U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 3 ) 

DD778/ A12-1 A7AR DIVRY FOR TP.?, ^TIITH OF jrUY 1945. 
• G O N F l D E N T I A l ' 

1 July - Tho U.S.S. lAiSSB^ /DO-77O) Oommaa-br Charloa U. Aldrich, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding, i s in Dcsbroyor Division 132 of neotnoyor Squadron 66 of 
Destrozrers P ' c i f i c F l o c t , of the United States F./vy. Tno U.S.S. toSSZY 
i c temporarily under tho opicr-.tioaal corcrmnd of Cor.v..-.nder Destroyer Squadron 
2/(, Captain B. V,'. Young, U.S. I'.'uy, i n the U.S.S. AHTNONY (D!>-515). Com-ander 

. Destroyer Squadron 2Jy and a l l ship accom.'-'anging him are assigned to 
Commander Task Force 33, Rear Ad.dral To\/, U.S. Navy, Coimrr.nder Cruiser 
Division 16 i n U.S.S. GU\i: (C3 2), 1AS3SY i s anchored i n berth 35, San Pedro 
Bay, leyte, Philippine Islands, P..F.3. and on four hours notice. 

.2 July - .•Inchored in San Fedro Bay, T.oyto, I. \ C9Cn tho Com.nndlnc 
Officor attended a cnferonce abcrd the W'.TXiri, flagship of ComDesRon 24. 
DesRon 2i( placed on 24 hours notice hy CcaiDosRcn 24 dis'-ntch 030315, 

3 July - Anchored, i n San Fcdro Bay, Teyi.e, n, j . 

4 July - .Anchored i n San Pedro Bay, Tcyte, I. \ 1300 the Commanding 
Officer -attended a confcrnnce aboard the •.Rri'-'hT, fl-igc'.an of ComDosRonSA. 

5 July - At 0515 MASSZY got under.vay and proceeiod i n company th .'.YADSA'OR'IN 
-and BS'.LS to f i r i n g bertlis south of Son Pedro Bay f o r scheduled tcv/ed 
sleeve a n t i - a i r c r a f t practice. At OSOO co.t enced o n t i - a i r c r i f t f i r i n g 
practice. AL'-d3K.i (CB*1) and GU.'M (CB 2) jo.ir,"-i destroyers on station and 
•participated i n pr.acticc. At 1430 destroyers secured from f i r i n g exorcise 
end proceeded to return to'port, l.h'iSSBY top^pcd off fuel tanks alongside 
YO upon a r r i v a l to port. At 1743 anchored -In berth Ip, San Fedro Buy, In^'tc, 
P. I . . ' • ' 

6 July through 11 July - Anchored i n San Pedro Bay, I.eg'te, P. I, 

12 Ju;ly - At 07CG undora/ay to top-off f u e l tanks fmn Yu l / i 5 . At CCI6 anchored, 
again i n berth 47. 

13 July - At 0600 U.S.S. NsiSSBYgot undnnrey to sortie with T-aok Force 33. -Task 
Force 33 (Rear Admiral Low, U.S. Navy) i s composed of CruDiv 12, CruDiv I6, and 
DesRon 21y less BAGNE, IinJAlTEY; plus J.C. Oi3:3, NAESEY end imiAPP KITH. • 
At 0700 began sonar sweep off San Pedro Bay, swept channel i n accordance rdth 
sortie plan i n PacPlt Tactical B u l l e t i n 3-42. .At 0B30 ]-ViS-CEY took station #3 
i n anti-submarine scroon of CTF'33'3 cruiclng format.inn 6C1. After clo-aring 
Irayto Gulf, the ta-sk force onyigcd in drone and tc/v/ed sAocve a n t i - a i r c r a f t 
practice .in which a l l ships participated. Vt 1500 rll ships f i r e d a day sur­
face exercise using a towed sled target. At I9OO a l l ships participated i n 
a night surface practice f i r i n g , using a towed sled target. At 2100 secured 
from training exercises and forned cruising formation. Destination f o r the 
task force i s Okinav/a, Nansei Shoto, Note: In accordance vd.th CinCPac top 
secret dispatch 111153, Thsk Force 33 i c hereby re-designated Task Force 95. 

-1-
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DDT78/A12-] • 

CONFIDENTIAL 
13 July continued -

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
10°-54.9'H 
10*-32.0'N 
ll°-20.0fN 

Longitude 
125 -14.3'S 
125°-58.2*E 
L 2 6 * - 4 7 . 0 ' E 

Zone time 
Minus 9 . 

14 J u l y S t e a m i n g as before. lOlSSEY participated i n t a c t i c a l exercises and 
A A coordination•drill as ordered by the OTC. 

0800 
1200 
2000-

Latitude 
33°-42.0'H 
14°-42.0<1I 
l6°-47.0tN 

Lcngitude 
1260-52.O'B 
127°-64.0'E 
127°-26.0'E 

Zone time 
Minus 9 . 

15 July - Steaming as before. At 0915 MASSEY fueled from CLEtoLUdD as a l l 
destroyers v/ere fueled by the cruisers. At 1229 v/hen a l l destroyers had 
been fueled by tha cruisers, the task force resumed the base course for 
Okinavra.. • 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
19° -56.0tK 
20°-41.'''N 
22°-40.2'H 

longitude 
127°-55.0»E 
127°-20.0'E 
l27°-40.niE 

'Zone time 
Minus 9. • 

. 1 6 July - .Ste.ara.in.S as before. Task Force 95 entered Mucicnor Pay i n accordance 
•v/ith entra-r plan i n PacFlt B u l l e t i n 3-42 and I'ASSEY anc'iored in berth B - 1 3 7 , 
Buckner Pray, Okinavra. At 0832 MADSV.'OR'n! moored alongside to starboard. At 
0956 toSSEY got undorv/ay to fuel alongside AI.ASKA. Vt 1118 MjA S S E Y moored 
starboard side to '.TADT.TORTM i n berth 6 -131 and remained on four hours notice 
i n accordance vdth OTP 95 dispo.tch 152345- At 1720 underway to sortie vrith 

• DesRon 24 i n accordance v/ith CDS 24's I617I . At 1935 Task Force 95 formed 
i n cruisii\ disposition and proceeded to carry out CTF 95 OpOrder 8-45.• 

'0800 
1200 
2C00 

latitude 
Buckner Bay, 
Buckner Bay, 
26°-02iH 

Cki nawa 
Okinavra 

Longitude 
Shima 
Shima 

127°-5'5.5'E 

gone time 
Minus 9 . 

17 July - Steaming, as before. At O64O v/ent to General Quarters on the approach 
of an unidentified a i r c r a f t , j\ O656 secured from General Quarters v/hen the 
plane v/as v i s u a l l y i d e n t i f i e d as friendly. At 1235 ".ent to General Quarters 
on .the approach of an unidentified a i r c r a f t . At 1247 secured from Gencr>,l 
Quarters after v i s u a l l y identifying the plane as friendly. At 1005 MASGHY 
arrived on radar picket station #2, i n accordance v/ith CDS 24's dispatch 

- 2 -
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DD778/ A12-1 

C O N R D E N T I A L 
17 July continued - 170702. 

0800 
12CX) 
2000 

Latitude 
25°-48.5'N 
25 -2.8.5'N 
25*-20.5'H 

Longitudo 
126*-35'E 
126°-28.5'S 
128°-03.0'2 

Zone time 
tonus 9. 

NOTE; At 1109 the taok force coiwonced a countor-nnrch to clear the East 
. China Sea by proceeding South and E i s t of Ckinavr.i to avoid an approacbdng 
typhoon. 

18 July - Steaming as before. At 070/f M A O S F Tl went alongside DSIL/EP. to receive 
f u e l . At 0756 proceeded to take up station i n anti-suhrwrine screen. At 
1719 rASoEL sighted a Japanese type 91 horn.?d mine 300 yards broad on the • 
starboard bow.' At 1730 tlie Japanese mine was detonatoa by 40mm f i r e . 

OSOO 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
2i.°-2S.5'N 
24 -39'IT 
25°-10 .5'N 

!.• ngitude 
130*-l6'E 
129°-57'E 
120°-C8.5'E 

Zone time 
Minus 9. • 

19 July - Steaming-as before. At 0821 M A G O E Y com-ranccd fueling alongside D E I L / E R , 
rejoining screen at 0937. At L425 IV.SSrf sunk a Japanese type 93"'minQ with 
40mm f i r e . Tlio 'mlne did not detonate. Five cases of dyscnt'iry broke out today. 
Patients'vrcrc placed i n is o l a t i o n while under treatment, i n an attempt to 
check a posrdb'le epidemic. 

OSOO 
1200 
2000 

Tatitudo 
23°-19iH 
22°-56'N 
23°-07.5'K 

Lcn^ltudc 
131°-13'E 
130°-3A.5'E 
128°-40.5'B 

Zone time 

20 Jul}' - Steaming as before. I.1A3GEY refueled alongside GUAM comr.cnci.ng at 07IS. 
At 0745 toSSEY assumed ctodion i n anti-subnvirino scrsen. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
2J(*-46.5'K 
2Zv°-15.-VIT 
24 -12.5 'i: 

L'lngJ tude 
128*-11.5'S 
l'8°-03.0t3 
I27°-47 .0'E 

Zono time 
tonus 9. 

21 July - Steamiqg as before. At 1919 v.-ent to Gcnorai garters for'evening a l e r t . 
Secured from General Quarters at 2040 and set condition "LEU" on order of CTF 
95. V/ent to Genoral -uarters at 2155 for possible a i r attack, A bogey, La'ter 
seen as three planes, closoil tho formation on the side opposite tho toSSEY. Tho 
ships on the other side of tho fom'.tion opened f i r e when tho range was -16,000 

Ei/CLOSUPE (A) 



U . S . S , M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD778/ A12-1 

CONFIDENTIAL 
21 July continued - yards froii I'AS3';Y. The unidentified plxnes'-inmediately 

changed course and opened the r-ango; They v/ore l-.st trr^lced heading Morth-
we.at. oecured from General Tuartors at 2229 and set cor.diticn "122A", 

latitude . I.onxltude Zone time 
Q800 26°-14.3iK 126°-36.1t2 Minus 9. 
1200 27°-54.5'N 125°-32.0'E 
2000 27°-45.5'N 123°-56.0i3 

22 July. - steaming .as before, \ 0553 the task force com-;enced the anti-shipping 
sweep of the Ciina coast between 26° and 29° "orth Latitude. 10V3GTY departed 
from the screen with OosOiv 47 to i n v e s t i ' i t e small craft rd.ghted ahead. At 
1223 MIGSEY i d e n t i f i e d three small Chinese fis'.-in: craft as friendly. The 
srvaLl junks provided jno concoalj.ncnt for pcrEons.el cr cargo .and were obviously 
risged for f i s l i n g . The formition began a retirement at 1544. Secured from 
condition "lE.bl" and set condition I I v/itch "t 2247. M A J S E Y nrcceeded to 
Picket Station .51 at ISPJy. 

Longitude Zone time 
L21*-17.4'S linue 9 . 
122° -06.0i3 
1 2 4 ° - 3 6 . 0 ' E 

23 July - Steaming as before. Tiae i s o l a t i o n measures taken on 19 July were 
apparently effective as no furtlier cases of dysonter}' h.ave developed, 

Tatitudn Ten-','t.'idc Zone timo 
0800 26°-"l8.oii; L l6° -29 .0'E Vims 9. 

• 1.20O 25"-38.5'IT 127°-3n.Oi3 
2000 25°-13.0'M 129°-b0.5'E 

24 July - Steaming as before preraring to enter Buckner Bay, Okinawa. .Vt 0 7 I I 
MASSEY pas.sed through the nets and anchored in berth I - 6 3 , Buckner B-ay. 
D'iring'the day M.VSSEi: fueled from TX 137 and provLsioned frcm liJUL. At 1633 
MASSEY anchored in borth L-38 .and renvained on three hours notice i n accordance 
Y/ith CTF 95's dispatch 240505. 

Zone time 
Buckner Bay, Oidnavo. Shima. Minus 9. 

25 July - At anchor i n .Buclcner B.ay, Okinav/a on three hours notice. In accordance 
v/ith CTF 95's dispatch 250815 MAS.SEY v/ent on t h i r t y minutes notice. This 
force, commanded by Rear Admiral Low, i s re-do.sirnated Task Group 95.2 i n 
accordance with CinCRic's top secret diopatch 221150. 

Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shi.ma. Zone time 
Minus 9. 

-4-
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 3 ) 

DD778/A12-1 

CONFIDENTIAL 
26 July - ."vnchored as before. At 1300 the Conr.anding Officer attended a 

conference called by ConDooDiv 47 in ' v A N VJ.KEMHURO. At 14/(1 FA303Y got 
undorv/ay to sortie v/ith Taek Group 95.2 i n aceordinco v.'ith GoKiDesP.on 24'o • 
dispatch 260100. • At I516 MASGEY cleared the anti-.subnvirine nets. At 1637 
v/ent to General Quartors. on apnroach of an unidentified plane. At l6/(2 
/AISSEY took s t - t i o n i n ant.i-subnarine screen of TG 9 5 . 2 . At I658 secured 
•fro.m General Quarters on i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the aprro.achiag plane as friendly, 

latitude lcngitude. Zone time 
0800 Duclcncr Bay, Okinav/a Shir.n. Mnus 9. 
1.200 Buclcner Bay, Okinav/a Shim. 
2000 25°-52.0'N " 127°-0S.8ts 

27 July - Steaming as before. Tlio tack group i s nov/ in tho Ea.nt China' Sea making 
an aporoach on the China co'ist-to intercept and dostr.oy any enemy shipping 
encountered off tlie approaches to tho Yangtze River. At ].842 the task' group 
deployed on s i g m l and I.iVSSEY jdned DesDiv 4.8 i n the roar of tho deplojonent 
formation, formation 6C1 tack 4 of An.nex B, change /(, CTI' 95 OpOrder 8-45. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Lat.itude 
28°-lS.5'N 
28°-/+0.C'N 
31°-04.0tM 

Lon •'itude 
125°-20.0'E 
I24°-/(0.5'S 
124°-32.0tS 

Zone time 
tonus- 9. 

28 July - Steaming as before. At 0321 H.ISS/TC wc.at to Geher ' l "uarters'on signal 
to close and investigate a surf-'.ce radar contact. The contact v/as f i n a l l y 
determined to be a second".ry l.ajad echo. Secured frort General Quarters' at 0/(07. 

0800 
-1200 
2000 

latitude 
31°-37.0tN 
29°-56.0'N 
28°-i3.5'K 

L-on-itude 
1.23*-54.0'E 
124°-O4.0iS 
125°-13.0'E 

Zone tima 
tonus 9 . 

29 July - Steaming as before and proceeding to Buckner Bay, (̂ 1-dnavn. MASSEY 
took stntion accordi.eg to the entr-nce ocreen'ing plan off the sv/ept channel 
and .at 1034 entered the anti-submarine nets foUovdng the heavy units. M.ASSSY 
anchored i n berth L-42 -at 1109. At 1352 MASSEY sh.iftcd berths to f u e l alongside 
CHC>T.AUK (IX 188) i n berth B-10. The CnOT.AI.iK v/as scheduled to go alongside the 
GUA1.I at 1500 so MASSEY reinair.ed alongside as both chips proceeded alongside 
GUAM. An hour and a half fueling time vras s.aved by t h i s procedure. MASSEI. 
returned to berth Iv-/f2 at I619 and rcm.ained on t l i i r t y minutes notice. 

latitude Inngitude 
0800 25°-47,5'N 127°-42.0'E 
1200 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima. 
2000 Buckner Bay, Okimv/a Shima. 

Zone time 
tonus 9. 

-5-
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DD778/ A 1 2 - 1 

GONFIDENTIAL 
30 July - Anchored as before i n Buclcnor Ray, Okinavra. At 0320 lilSlEY went to 

General Quarters- for possible a i r attack. -Secured frccn General Quarters at 
040cwhen a l l tinidentified planes had. cleared the area. 

Latitude longitude Zona time 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shim. Minus 9. 

31 July - Anchored as before. ILISSEY got undcnvay at O846 to sortie i n accorckinco 
with CDS 24's dispatch 300230. Just prior to passing through anti-submarina 
nets-, CTG 95.2 cancelled the sortie pLm and ordered a l l destroyers to ireturn 
to port. MASSET anchored-in berth 1̂ 43 at 0947. 

Latitude Longitude Zone time 
BucK-ner Bay, Okitaain Shinvi, Minus 9. 

4'to"j3 \\d 26 

to'...,,i 

-••'re ..- ,e.Fh. 
-6-
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 

DDTTS/ A12-1 
( 0 1 1 6 ) 

From: 
To : 

Subjactj 

Eaferencot 

Knclosur«t 

1 September 1945* 

Ele Conmanding Officer. 

The CoDsiander i n Chief, United States Fleet, 

Tbr Clary for Month of August, submiaaion of, 

(a) CcBdnCh I t r F F 1 / A 1 2 - 1 / A 1 6-3 (7152) of 2? October 1943. 
(b) Arta. 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S. Navy 

Regulations, 1920. 
(c) AlfTav 176 of 1943. 
(d) PacFlt I t r lOL-43. 
(e) PacFlt conf. I t r lCL-45. 
(A) War Clary, U.S.S. MASSET (DD-776). f o r month of August 

1945. 
I n accortonce i i i t h reference (a), (b), ( c ) , (d), and (e). 

enoloaure (A) i a forwarded horcTfith. 

CincPac, 

Y^2£oyi iO 5^ 

.••l;Vl 141733 



• U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD778/ QOflplQtt l J lAL WAR DIAHI FCR AUGUST 

1 August - The 0..S.3, MASSM, Ccmmander Charles W. Aldrich, U.S.N., Cocnmandjng, is 
temporarily assigned to Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Four, Captain E.W. Young, U»S.N 
Destroyor Squadron Twenty-Four is designated Task Unit 95.2,3, the screening 
force for Task Group 95.2, ccmmnded by Rear Admiral F.S. Low, U.S.'N. (Commander 
Cruiser Division Sixteen). Task Group 95.2 is composed of Cruiser Division 
Twelve, Cruiser Division Sixteen, and Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Four less BACHE, 
MDLLANT, and I3HMW0C0, plus J.C. OWENS, WILLARD KEITH, and MASSEI. 

The Task Group is at anchor in Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shiis, Nansei Shoto. 
MASSEI got underway at O840 in company with DesRon 24 to sortie with the Task 
Group in accordance with sortie plan. At 1043 the Task Group formed cruising 
disposition. MASSEI took station in the anti-suhzarine screen. The T^sk Group 
ia proceeding into the East China Sea on an anti-shipping sweep. At I625 wont 
to General Quarters on approach, of unidentified aircraft. Secured from General 
Quartera at I706 upon identification of planes as friendly. 

Latitude Longitude Zone .time -
OSOO Buckner Bay, (Mnawa Shim Minus 9-. 

• : 1200 25?-59.5'K 127o-43.0'S 
2000 26*-48.5'N 126 -15.0«S 

2 August - Steaming as before. At'1930 UASSBI went to General Quarters for even­
ing alert. At ,1930 the Task Group countermrched to a southerly retiremBnt 

• course to avoid a threatening typhoon which was predicted to pass through the • 
area .of operations. UASSEI secured from General Quarters at 2010, 

Latitude Longitude Zone timo 
OSOO '29°-OS.0'N 124*-30.0<E Minus 9 . 
1200 30°-O8.0'N 125°-32.2iE 
2000 Sl^tofl.O'N 124°-15.0'E 

3 August - Steaming as before. Plans for refueling destroyers frcm ths cruisers 
were cancelled because of the heavy weather. The Task Group continuod to head 
North in the wake of the typhoon so as to make a sweep of the Yangtze approaches 
upon passage of the Storm. At 1900 MASSET went to General Quarters for evening 
alert. At I925 the Task Group deployed with GruDiv 12 followed by CruDLv 16 in 
column, DesDiv 47 plus MASSEI in anti-eubmarine screen in the van and DesDiv 46 
in the rear. At 200? MASSSI secured frcm General Quarters, At 2300 MASSEI wont 
to Ofloeral Quarters upon leaving the main body in ocmj>ahy with DesDiv 47 and 
CruDiv 12 for a sweep to tfastward. 

latitude longitudb Zone time 
0800 29*-45.5'N 124°-18.0»S Minus 9 . 
1200 30°-30,0'N 124°-16.5'S 
2000 31°-51*1'N 124°-O2.0'E 

-L-
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 
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4 August - Steaming "as before. At 0115 MASSEI secured from General Quarters as 

the force retired to eastward. UASSEI and DALT left the formation at O4OO to 
investigate an unidentified small surface target. The target was visually, 
identified as a harmless, open Chinese junk. At 0445 went to General Quarters' 
on approach of an unidentified plane. The plane closed UASSEI on-a steady 
course and UASSET opened fire with 5" battery at 0504. The plaie .changed 
course upon being taken under fire and.crossed ahead of UASSET, thereafter 
opening on a steady course to the northeast. At 0523 UASSET secured from 

. General Quarters. UASSET rejoined the formation at 0545. At 0921 UASSET 
proceeded to go alongside ALASKA for topping off fuel tanks, completing the 

• • operation at IIO6 bt which time UASSEI resumed station in tho screen. At 1330 
• went to-General .Quarters for anti-aircraft practice for automatic weapons using 
towed sleeve targets. Secured from General Quarters at 1537. Went to General 
Quarters at I63I on approach of unidentified aircraft. Secured from General 
Quarters at I64I upon identification of the aircraft as friendly; At 2150 
MASSEI took station #2 in column formation of DesDiv 47 for the destroyer sweep 
to westward covering the northern approach to the Yangtze River mouth. 

0800" 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
31°-06.8tM 
30°-32.0'N 
32°-02.0'N 

Longitude 
124°-18.0'E 
124°-22 .0»E 
123°-44.5»E 

Zone time 
Minus 9.. 

August - Steaming as before. At 0100 MASSEI and DesDiv 47 rejoined the main body 
of Task Group 95.2, MASSET proceeded to go alongside "GUAU to fuel at 0942. 
Upon completion of fueling MASSET rejoined the screen at 1033. At 1312 MASSEI 
wont to General .Quarters for mti-aircraft practice for 5" and automatic weapons, 
using towed sleeve targeta. Secured from firing exercises at I5OO and proceeded 
to set jia.teria.1 condition "Baker". An unidentified plane was picked up md 
material condition "Able" was again set at I5O8. At I637 UASSEI secured frca 
General-Quarters when-the enemy aircraft cleared the area. The CAP shot down 
a single unidentified single engine pnemy plane at long range during this raid 
of two planes. The second p3me turned and ran. At I71I MASSEI went to General 
Quarters for possible air attack and secured at 1742 -when a l l planes airborne 
were -identified as friendly. MASSET went to General Quarters at 1932 on 
approach of unidentified aircraft and secured at 2009 when approaching planes 
were identified as friendly. At 2215 MASSET went to General Quarters on surface 
radar contact report of ANTHCNI. at close range, 3000 yards. Secured from General 
Qttarters at 2230 when contact was assessed as non-target. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
30°-55 .0'N 
30 -20.0'N 
31°-58 ,0'N 

Longitude 
124°-21.0'E 
124°-32.0'E 
124 -07.0'E 

Zone time 
Minus 9 . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
• 6 August Steaming as before. At 0O55 MASSET and DesDiv 47 rejoined the m i n 

body of Task Group 95.2. At 0318 MASSET went to General Quarters on approach 
of unidentified planes. MASSET secured from General Quarters at 0348 on 

• retirement of the unidentified planes which did not attack. MASSET again went 
to General Quarters at 1058 on approach.of unidentified planes. Planes closed 
f o r m t i o n to v i s u a l range, 'but then r e t i r e d without incident. Secured from 
General .Quarters at 1230. At 1534 MASSEI conducted t e s t f i r i n g of VT projectiles, 
securing from test at 1601. 

Latitude •"Longitude Zone time 
OSOO 29°-55.0'N 124-11.5'E Minus 9. 
1200 ,• 28°-56.2<N 123*-57.2'2 

. 2000 27 -18.0'N 126°-07.8'E 

7 August - Steaming as before, approaching Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima from the 
south. • At 0553 UASSEI took station i n accordance with entry plan. UASSEI 
entered port at 0711 and proceeded to anchor i n berth L-49. During the 
remainder of the day MASSEI shifted berths numerous times i n attempts to . 
f u e l and provision, the service f a c i l i t i e s being heavily strained by ths 
. a r r i v a l of two Large task groups, MASSEI anchored i n berth 1-35 at 1934 and 
remained on four hours notice i n accordance with CTG 95.2's dispatch 070855. 

Latitude Longitude Zone time 
0800 Minus 9. 
1200 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima. 
2000 

8 August - Anchored aa before. At 1529 MASSET got underway to fuel abngside 
the ABETHUSA, returning to berth 1-35 at 17I6, 

9 - 1 2 August - Anchored as before, 

13 August - MASSEI went to General Quarters for possible a i r attack.at 0407, 
securing at 0412 when a l l airborne planes were i d e n t i f i e d aa friendly. At 
1547 MASSEI got underway to sortie with Task Group 95.2. The Task Group 
spent the night cruising southeast of Buckner toy. 

Latitude longitude Zone time 
0800 . Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shim. Minus 9. 
1200 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shim. 
2000 26°-19.8'N 128°-2D.0»S 

14 August - MASSEI entered Buckner Bay at 0710, following the entrance of the 
heavy u n i t s , and proceeded to f u e l from TAIUJIAH. l^pon completion of fueling 
MASSET anchored i n regularly assignod berth, 1-49, at 0948. MASSEI got 
TSMlerway again at I6IO to sortie with DesRon 24 and T|8k Group 95.2 and r«iAiDed 

-3-
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14 August continued - underway a l l night cruising in the area southeast of 
Buckner Bay. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latituda Longitude 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shim, • 
Bugkrjer Bay, Okinawa Shim. 

Zone tiae 
Minus 9. 

26 -19.8'N 128°-20,0<E 

1!5-August - Steaming as before, MASSEI entered Buckner Bay with the TUsk Group 
at'0715 and moored in berth 1-33. At 1304 MASSEI proceeded to go alongside 
TALIULAH for fuel, returning to anchor in berth 1-47 at 1442. At 1600 MASSSI 
got underway to. sortie -with the Task Group to remain at sea east of Okinawa 
for the night. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

latituda - Longitude Zone tiae 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima. Minus 9» 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima.. 
26°-06.5'N 128°-50.1'B 

16 August - Steaming as before, MASSET entered port following heavy units at 
0652, and proceeded to go alongside USS CHOTAUK for fuel. At 0843 MASSEI 
anchored in berth L-49 and remained on four hours notice. At I 6 I I MASSET got 

. underway to aortie with DesRon 24 and Thsk Group 95.2, to remain underway 
for the night in the area east of CMnawa, 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude Longitude 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima. -
Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima. 

Zone time 
Minus 9. 

26°-03.«'N 128"-10.0'E 

17 August - Steaming as before. At 0655 MASSEI entered Buckner Bay in company 
. with DesRon 24 astern of the heavy units and proceeded to go alongside IX 121 

for fuel. At 0839 MASSEI anchcred in berth 1-49, remaining on four houisnotice, 
18-21 August - Anchored in berth L-49, Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima, 
22 August - At 0525 MASSEI got underway to aortie with Ihsk Group 95.2 plus PORTLAND, 

WIOHITA, and SW/ANEB for training exercises in the area east of Okinawa. 
Morning- exercises were delayed by heavy rain but at 1020 SUWANEE launched 
aircraft and a l l ships participated in an anti-aircraft coordination d r i l l 
followed by anti-aircraft practica for automatic weapons. MASSET and WADSWORTH 
proceeded to escort SUWANEE to the entrance of Buckner Bay at 1415, rejoining 

• DssEon 24 at 1821 in tho operating area. 

0800 
12C0 
2000 

Latituda 
26°-10.5'N 
26°-15.0'N 
26 -15.4'N 

Longituds 
128*-18.0'S 
129°-08.2'E 
128°-16.0'E 

Zons tiffiS 
Minus 9. 
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23 August - Steaming aa before. At 0750 MASSET -rrent-to General Quarters and 

participated in 5" caHbration surface firing, expending 6? rounds of AA common, 
MASSET returned to port in company with DesDiv 47, entering the nets at 1140. 
.After fueling from USS CHOTAUK, MASSET anchored in berth 1-49 at 1533. MASSET 
• was detached from DesRon 24 in accordanco with ComDesRon 24 dispatch 231120 
of August 1945 and reported to ComTaskFlot One for duty. MASSET was assigned 
by ComTaskFlot One to CTF 99 for duty and reported for duty in compliance 
with CmTaskFlot One dispatch 231245 of August 1945. 

Latitude longitude Zone time 
• 0800 26°-lD.0'N 128 -32.0tS Minus 9. 
1200- Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima. 

. 2000 Buckner Bay, Ckinawa Shima. 

2 4 - 2 6 August - At anchor Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shim. 

27 August - In accordance with CTG 99.6 confidential dispatch 261223, MASSET 
reported to ComDesRon. 12 for duty. 

28 August - Anchored as before. At 1354 MASSET got underway to escort LaGRANGE 
on a short t r i a l run at sea in aocordance with CTU 99.6.2's dispatch 280202, 
Upon being, datahed by laGRAMGE off the entrance cf Buckner Bay, at I 6 4 O , MASSET 
pixiceeded to Hagushi Anchorage in compliance with CTG 99.6.2's dispatch 280056. 
MASSET anchcred. off Hagushi Beach, Okinawa at 1915. At 1945 the Captain visited 
ComDesRon 12 inFARENHOlT for a short conference. 

latitude Longitude Zona time 
0800 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima. Minus 9. 
1200 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima. 
2000 Ka,gu3hi Anchorage, Okiimwa Shima, ' " ; 

29 August - Anchcred as before, ' MASSET got underway at 0827 and rendezvoused 
with ISM 96 off Hagushi Beach at 0914, to escort her to Buckner toy. At 
1425 UASSET arrived at Buckner Bay with LSM 96 and proceeded tc go alongside 
BIG HORN (IX 207) tor fuel. Upon completion of fueling MASSET anchored in 
berth B-29 at I606. 

latitude Longitude Zone time 
0800 Hagushi Anchorage, Okinawa Shima • Minus 9-. 
1200 • 26*-02.2'N 127'̂ -40.7*B 
2000 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima, 

30 August.- Anchored in-Buckner Bay, Okina-wa shima. 
31 August - Anchored as before. In accordance with CTU 99,6,2 dispatch'301236 

MASSET got underway at 0620 to proceed to Hagushi Anchorage -to rendezvous 

ENCLOSURE (A) 
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GONFlDENTIilL 
31 August continued - with AX 113 at 1000. Upon rendezvousing with AX 113, 

MASSET prweeded to escort 'her to Buckner Bay, arriving off tho nets at 1356, 
UASSET proceeded to anchor in berth L-159, anchoring at 1431, 

latituda Longi 
0800 26°-04',7'K 127*-

jitudo Zone time 
127*-53.5'S Minus 9. 

1200 26*-05,9'N 127 -41.8'B 
2000 • Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima. 
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1 October 1945* 

Troai The Ocmandlng Officer, 
To J The CoBnaaiider in Chief, United States Fleet, 

Subject: •• Diary for Month of ftaptsEibsr, submission of, 

Deferencet (a) Comlnch Itr m/A12-lil6-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943. 
(b) Irta. 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S, Navy 

Regulations, 1920, 
(c) AlNav 176 of 1943. 
(d) PacFlt Itr 10I.-43, 
(e) PacFlt conf. Itr lCL-45. 

Enclosure: (i) War Diary, U.S.S, MASSEI (DD-778) for month of • 
September 1945, 

1« In aocordance irith reference (a), (b), (o), (d), and (e), 
enclosure (A) i s forwsirdsd herewith. 

CCt 
CincPac, 
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DD778/ DIAHI FOR SSPmiBSR 1945 

1 Septambar - Tha U.S.S. MASSEI (UD-TTS), Ccnnmaiidsr Charles I. Aldrich, U.S.K., 
Ccomanding, is a unit of Destroyer Squadron Sixty-Six,' Destroyer Division 
One Thirty-Two, and is temporarily -under operational control of CTG 99.6, 

. Port Director, Okinawa. MASSEI was granted six days availability coamencing 
this data and proceeded to go alongside USS CISCADS (AD-16) in berth L-IOS, 
Buckaar-Bay, at C75S. 

2 S«pt«ab«r - Moored alongside GiSCADE as before. At 1402 MASSSI uranoorad froa 
• CASCADS to anchor in berth L-166 at 1 4 U , tha condition of the swell maldng 

i t unsafe for MASSSI to remain alongside the tender, 

3 Septcttber - Jnohorod aa before. 

4 September - -Inchored as before. At 0737 MASSEI got underway and again 
• aoored alongside CASCADS, 

5 Septaaber - Moored as-before, 

6 September - Hoored as before. At 1330 MASSET got underway and anchored in 
berth L-158, 

• 7-12 September - Anchored aa before, 

13 September - Anchored as before. At 1050 MASSEI got underway and shifted 
berths to L-70, anchoring at 1116, 

14 September - Anchored as before, 

15 September - Anchored as before. At 1300 MASSEI got underway, topped off froa 
AEETHUSA (II-135), and made a run over tha degaussing range prior to joining 
USS STROIB at harbor entrance to sortie at 1642 ih accordance with CooTaskFlot 
One's 15012L, MASSEI and STRONG (OTC) are ordered to take station on Bird Dog 
Station Able. 

16 September r Steaming as before. ArriYed on assigned station at 0715 and 
commenced station patrol. At 1600 MASSEY and STEOLJG proceeded to retire on 
course 130°(I) to avoid the center of an approaching typhoon and.continued 
to retire to the southeast throughout the night. 

o e o o 
1200 
2000 

Latituda 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa 
26°-04.8'H 

Longitude 

128°-51.5'S 

•Zone Time 
tflms 9. 

Latitude longitxxda 
0800 
1200 
2000 

292-30.0'11 
29 -28.0111 
29*-20.0'N 

13?-08.0'2 
132°-19.0«E 
132*-19.0'Z 

Zone Time 
Minus 9. 

-1-
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17 Sopt«ab«r - Steaming 'as before, riding out the typhoon on a southoast heading. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latituda 
28°-13.0'H 
2r'-43.8'N 
27*-41.5'H 

Longitude 
133°-34.0«E 
I33°-47.0«E 
134*-0O.0»E 

Zone Time 
Hiiris 9. 

18 September '- Steaming as before. At 0922 MASSEI and STRONG came about and 
proceeded to return to station, tha typhoon having cleared the area. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latituda 
2 6 ° - 4 3 . 0'il 
26°-37.5'N 
28°-14.8'S 

Longitude 
133°-47.0'E 
133*-11,0'E 
132°-23.8'E 

Zona Time 
Minus 9, 

19 September - Steaming as before. At 0400 MASSEI and STRONG cqnmanoed 
patrolling on Bird Bog Station Able, 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latituda 
29°-25.0'N 
29*-27.0'N 
299-49.0«H 

Longitude 
131*-55.5»E 
131*-58,5'E 
131°-55.0'E 

Zona Tima 
Minus 9. 

20 September - Steaming as before. At 0100 tha medical officer, Lt(3g) S. K. 
Sweany, MC, TJSIE, prepared to perform an emergency appendeotcmy on R. J. 
Blllington, GEM, U.S. Naval Reserve. A course favorable in wind and sea 
was taken. At 0535 upon the successful completion of tho operation, course 
was sat to rejoin STRONG on station. . MASSEI resumed station patrol at 0935. 

0600 
1200 
2000 

Latituda 
29°-38.0'H 
29°-38.0'N 
29 -49.0'H 

Longitude 
131*-28.0«E 
131°-54.0'B 
131°-40,0'B 

Zone Tima 
Minus 9, 

21 September - Steaming as before. At 0720 MASSEI and STRONG were relieved by 
BRADFORD and BROWN and proceeded to rendezvous with TU 51.4*3 (Vice Admiral 
Oldandorf)-.in acoordtmce with GomTaslcFlot One's dispatch 2C0118. At I I 4 2 
MASSEI and STRONG Joined TU 51.4.3 arto assumed assigned stations in the 
screen. At I450 sounded General- Quarters for AA firing, securing at 1622. 
Ammunition eaq>ended: 

5«/38 11 rounds. 
4Qam 314 rounds. 
aCmm 330 rounds. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

Latituda 
29*-23.5'N 
30*-05.5'N 
31°-23.5'N 

Longitude 
132°-02,0'E 
133°-40.0'E 
134%9.5'E 

Zone Time 
MLnua 9. 
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2 2 September - Steaming aa before. At 06l5 MASSET sighted Japanese Type 93 
moored mino 'and detonated the mine by gunfire. At 0625 MASSEI took station 
in tho column for entry into Kii Suldo through the swept channel, destroyers 
foimed oolAjmn astern of tha heavy units. At .1049 MASSEI anchored in berth 
B-44, TTakanxrura Wan, Japan, At 1205 MASSET got underway and want alongside 
SUAMICO (AO-49) for fuel. At 1354 MASSET again anchored in berth B-44 upon 
completion of fueling. 

Latitude Longitude 
0800 •33°-55.0'N 134*-52.0*B Zona Tima 
1200 Berth B-44, Wakanoura Wan, Japan. Minus 9. ' 
2000 Berth B-44, Wakanoura Wan, Japan. 

23 September - Anchored as before. At 0525 underway in company with FDTKAM 
(ODS-66, OTC), STRONG, and J.C.OWENS, in accordance with CDS 66 visual 

_ dispatch 221CKX), to take station for fire support of reconnaisance team 
landing on Niriga Hanna Beach, Wakayama. At 0541 went to General Quarters 
upon approach to station off tha beach. 0700 Secured ftom General 
Quarters. At 1003 retttrnod to anchorage and anchored in berth B-44 at 
1052. 

24-25 September - Anchored as before. 

26 .September - At .1454 MASSEI got underway to top off from PALIANSET (AO 86), 
mooring alongside at I6OO. At I628 got underway to proceed to sea in 
company with J.C. OWENS. MASSEI is OTC and guide. . ilASSEI and OWEl'IS' 
are ordered to relieve BRADFORD and BROWN on Bird Dog Station Able, 

Latitude ' Longitude 
0800 Wakanoura Wan, Japan Zone Time 
1200 Wakanoura Wan, Japan Minus 9. 
2000 33°-23.0«N 134 -46.0'E 

2 7 September - Steaming as before. At 1404 MASSEI and J.C.OWENS relieved 
BRADFORD and BROM on Bird Dog Station Able and commenced station patrol. 
Bird.Dog Station Able, latitude 29°-30.0'N, longitude 132°-00.0«S. 

Latitude Longitude 
0800 30°-29.3'N 132*-49.2'E Zone tima 
1200 29°-34.0'N 132°-a.8'E ' Minus 9. • 
.2000 29*-34,0'N 132 -19.7'E 

28-30 September - Steaming as before on Bird Dog Station Able. 

-3-
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U . S . S . M A S S E Y (DD-778) R:4»£.^^AiAtok:lI-toli^^ 

1 November 1945. 

FromJ The Conmianding Officer, 
To : The'Commander i n Chief, United States Fleet. 

Subject: War Dlaiy for Month of October, submission of. 

Reference! ' (a) Comihch I t r F F 1 / A 1 2 - 1 / A 1 6 - 3 ( 7 1 5 2 ) of. 2 9 October 1943. 
• . (b) Arts. 7 1 2 , 8 7 4 ( 6 ) , 1 0 2 2 , and 1 3 1 7 , U.S. Navy 

Regulations, 1 9 2 0 . 
(c) AlNav 1 7 6 of 1 9 4 3 . 
(d) PacFlt I t r l O L - 4 3 . 
.(e) PacFlt-conf. I t r l C L - 4 5 . 

Enclosure! (A) War Diary, U.G.S. MASilEI ( D D - 7 7 8 ) for month of 
October 1 9 4 5 . 

1. . In aocordance with reference (a), (b), (o), (d),.and (o), 
enclosure (A)i8 forwarded hererdth. 

GC! 
CincPac. 

.150007 Recorded p . 
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CONFIDENTIAL M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

>D77a/ . • WAR DIARY FOR OCTOBER 

1 October - U.S.S. MASSEY, Commanded by Commander 0. W. Aldrich, U.S.Navy, i s 
• a unit of Destroyer Squadron Sixty-Six and i s operating omder the command of 
the'Squadron Commander, Captain O.R. Hartwig, U.S.Navy. Destroyer Squadron 
Sixty-Six i s under the operation control of Gommandor Task F l o t i l l a One, 
Commodore J.T. Bottom, U.O.Nnvy, which i a docignntod Taok Unit 51.3 .1, a task 
u n i t of Task Force 51 commanded by Vice Admiral J.B. Oldendorf, U.S.Navy. 
MASSEY (ore) i s patrolling on air-sea rescue station "Bird Dog Able" off the 
southeast coast of K'yushu, Japan i n company with J.0.07SNS i n compliance with 
ComTaskFlot One's dispatch 2 5 0 5 2 9 of September. At 1518 Item MASSEI and 
.J.C. 0V7ENS departed from station and proceeded toward Wakayama, Japan i n 
compliance with ComTaskFlot One's dispatch 0104.05 of October, 

Time Latitude . Lomdtidfi TJflfl 
0800 29o-39.0'N 131°-55.5'E Minus 9. 
1200 29 -26.5'N 131°-53.5'E ' . 
2000 30°-59.0'N 133°-04.1'S 

2 October - Steaming as before. MASSET and J.O.OWEilS arrived at Wakayama at 0903 
and MASSEY proceeded to fuel alongside. PILMANSET ( A O-85). At 1125..MASSEI 
anchored, i n berth B-31, Wakayama, 

Wakayama, Japan ^one Time 
Minus 9. 

3 October - Anchored-as before. 

4 October - Anchored'as before. MASSEI i s ordered to proceed this date to"Okinawa 
as a courier ship, reference ComTaskFlot One's dispatch 0 3 2 0 0 3 cf October. . 
After em'barking p«,ssengers and mail MASSEY get underway at 1615 Item for 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa. The southwesterly run throughout the night was made at 20 
knots to avoid the center cf a threatening typhoon. 

Lon.gitude Zone Tim<> 
• Minus 9. 

1 2 4 ° - 3 9 . 5 ' E 

5 October - Steaming as before enroute tc Buckner Bay, Okinawa, 

TLn^ Latitude Longitudq Zone Time 
0800. 30° -49.0'N 132 ° - 0 4.0 ' 3 Minus 9. 
1200 29 - 5 4 . 5'N 131 -39.5'E 
2000 28°-06.2'N 130°-4S.0'E 

Time Latitude 
0800 TTakayama, Japan 
1200 Wai/ayama, Japan 
20O0 33°-19.8'N 

-1-
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October - Steaming aa before. MASSEY arrived at Buckner Bay, Okinawa at 0712 
and proceeded toward the assigned anchorage. At 074-6 anchored i n berth B-74. 
After debarking pa.esengers v i a IIQB boat MA.'.SEY proceeded to fuel from CHOTAUK 
(lX-188) end upon completion 'of fueling anchored i n newly assigned "berth, 
L86 at 1827. A l l efforts to tranofor the mail freight to tha Fleet Post Office 
met with no success. 

Time 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude "Longitude 

Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 

Zone Time 
Minus 9. 

7 October -.Anchored as before. A severa typhoon i s threatening Okinawa, At 
1516 MASSEY got underway i n compliance with STAFFORD (DB-4II) dispatch 070550 
and proceeded to sortie i n accordance with SOPA Buckner Bay typhoon sortie 
plan X-Ray-East to j o i n SerDiv 103 group. 'At l603 MASSEY joined SarDiv IO4 
•group under command of ComSerDiv I04, Commodore T.J. Keliher, J r . , U.S.Navy,, 
and reported to ComScraen, ComDesDiv 102, Commander W.H. T/atson, U.S. Navy, 
i n CHARETTE for duty. MASSEI assumed assigned screening station. The group 
proceeded to stand'to southeastward at 7 knots to ride out the typhoon. 

Time 
.0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa 
26°-02.0'N 

Longitude 

128°-20 .5'E 

Zone Time 
Minus 9. 

8 October - Steaming aa before,.riding out the typhoon to the southeast of Okinawa. 

Timq 
0800 
1200 
2000-

Latitude 
25°-55.0'N 
25°-50.5'N 
25 -34.0'N 

Lnngituda 
129°-16.0'B 
129°-26.0'E 
1300-11.O'E 

Zone Time 
Minus 9. 

' 9 October - Steaming as before, riding out tha typhoon to southeast of Okinawa. 

0800 
1200 
2000 

pg-tj't.ud? 
250-41.5'N 
250-a .o 'N 
250-34.0'N 

Longitude 
130O-OO.0'E 
1300-17.0'E 
130°-11 .0'E 

Zone Ti/nq 
Minus 9. 

10 Ootobor - Steaming as bafo-re, riding- out the typhoon to southeast of Okinawa. 
At 0950']yLASSEY proceeded independently toward Buckner Bay i n accordance with 
ComSerDiv 104'-s TBS mess'ago of 2242 Zebra, the typhoon having passed clear to 
the north. Enroute to Buckner Bay MASSEY investigated Array Barge BC-809 and 
varioua other barges a d r i f t to search for stranded personnel. None of the 
barges were 'taken i n tow because of tho s t i l l dangerous high seas running. 
At 1618 MASSEI anchored i n berth L-I08, Buckner Bay. An o f f i c e r messenger 
senVto the Fleet Post Office ascertained that tha post office was demolished 
llhlrl ^'^ ^°*^* *° impractical to send the mail flora Wakayama 

-2-
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10 October (continued) -

Time 
0800 
1200 
2000 

gratitude 
2 5 0 - 1 0 . 5'N 
25 ° - 4 0 . 5'N 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 

129°-32.5'S 
128O-40.5'E 

Zone Time 
Minus 9. 

1 1 October - Anchored as before. An o f f i c e r mesGenger sent to the Port Director 
obtained s a i l i n g orders and routing and also was informad at Naval Base 
Headquarters that no passengers wera ready for immediate transportation to 
Wakayama. MASSEI refueled from CHOTAUK (lX-188) and anchored i n berth L-72 
at 1 1 5 5 . At . 1 6 0 3 MASSBY got. underway for Wakayama, Japan i n accordanou with 
Port' Directors Routing Instructions dated this date. 

Time 
0800 
1200 
2000. 

Jxtjtqde 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa 
2 6 ° - 3 1 . 2'N 

Longitqd? Zone Time 
Minus 9. 

IBS'"-44.8'E 

1 2 October - Steaming as before enroute Wakayama, Japan. 

Time 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
2 8 0 - 4 8 . 5'N 
290-20.O'N 
30O-29.6'N 

Longitude 
1 3 1 ° - 4 2.0'E 
132°-23.5'E 
134°-27.0'E 

Zone Time 
Minus 9. 

1 3 October - Steaming as before enroute Wakayama, Japan. MASSEY arrived off 
Wakayama at 0 9 2 4 and proceeded to go alongside BIG HORN (lX-207) for l \ i o l . 
•At 1127 MASSEY proceeded to go alongside BlUDFORD (D D - 5 4 5 ) to transfer mail 
freight i n accordance with instructions received from ComPhibGroup 8. At 
1 3 3 4 MASSEI anchored i n berth- B - 1 9 , Wakanoura ?,'an. 

Time 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Walcayama, Japan 

Longltudq Zonq Tjlm? 
Minus- 9. 

1 4 - 2 0 October - Anchored i n berth B-19, Wakanoura Wan, Wakayama, Japan. 

21-October - Anchored as before. At 0928 MASSEY got underway to go alongside 
LST_ 5 0 (Fleet Pout Office) to load mail and passengers for Nokosulmi and 
: departed Wakayama at I I 5 4 for Yokosuka as courier ship i n oomplianca with 
OomPhibGroup 8 dispatch 200020 of October. 

Time 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitg;d9 
%ayama, Japan 
Wakayama, Japan 
33°-17.0'N • 

-3-
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Longitude 

1360-L4 .2'B 

Zone Time 
Minus 9. 
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22 October - Steaming as before enroute YoIcosuItr from Wakayama. M A S S E I entered 
Tokyo Bay at 1307 and proceeded to go alongside I IADISOH (DD-425) i n berth 
I - l , Yokosuka,. mooring at 1519. 

Time. latitude }.ongltude. Zone Tima 
0800 340-23,7'N ' 138*-57.0'E Minus 9. 
1200 Entrance to Yokyo Bay. 
2000 Moored to USS MDISON, berth I - l , Yokosuka. 

23 October - Moored as before. Trensferred and received mail for retvim t r i p . 
to Wakayama during the morning. At 1331 MASSEY got underway to go alongside 
SUISUN (AVP-53) to receive mail and passengers i n compliance with verbal'orders 
received from GomFifthPlt. At 1447'MASSEI got underway from alongside SUISUN 
and departed for Wakayama. 

Time • latitude j^onpitude Zone Time. 
0800 Yokosuka, Japan Minus 9. 
1200 Yokosuka, Japan 
2000 • 34°-22.0'N 138°-52.0'E 

2 4 October - Steaming as before enroute to Wakayama from Yokosuka. MASSEY arrived 
• i n Wakayama at 1000 Item and proceeded to go alongside LST 50 to discharge mail 
and passengers. At I I 2 6 MASSEY proceeded to go alongside SUAI-JIGG (AO-49) for 
• f u e l . Upon completion of fueling at 1319 MASSEY proceeded to berth 4 O O yards 
north of B-19, Wakanoura Wan, anchoring at 1345. 

Time Latitude' Lontotude Zone Time 
• 0800 • 34 -40.O'N 134°-53-.0'E Minus 9. 
1200 Wakayama, Japan. 
2000 . Wakayama, Japan. 

25 October - Anchored as before. 

26 October - Anchored as before. At 1346 MASSEY got underway to go alongside 
CASCADE (AD-16) i n berth B-55, Wakanoura Wan. At 1424 MASSEY moored to CASCADE 
for 5 days a v a i l a b i l i t y alongside for repair of leaking main steam guarding 
valve in. accordance with ComSerDiv 103 dispatch 26OO56 of October. 

2 7 - 2 9 October - Moored alongside CASCADE as before. 

.30 October' - Moored .alongside CASCADE as boforo. MASSEY designated Yokosuka couri© 
ship by ComDesRon 66 dispatch 290740 with remaining a v a i l a b i l i t y cancelled. 

. At 1023 MASSEY got underway to go alongside LST 50 to receive mail and passengers 
fo r Yokosuka. • At 1202 MASSEY got underway from alongside LST 50 and departed 
Wakayama for Yokosuka; At 1500 exercised orew nt General Quarters and emergency 
d r i l l s , 1550 secured from General Quarters. 
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30'October (contlnuad) -

lima 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Wakayama, Japan 
Wakayama, Japan 
33°-06.8"N 

Longitude 

135 -59.0'E 

l2S2_Iiaa 
Minus 9. 

31 October - Steaming as before enroute Yokosuka from Wakayama. At 1250 MASSEI 
entered Tokyo Bay and proceeded toward Yokosuka to moor i n berth 1-5, 
lokosuka. At-1351 moored alongside GURKS (DD-783) i n berth T-5. Transferred 
mail for loko'suka and received mail for return t r i p to TIakayama, 

Time 
0800. 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
34°-23.0'N 
35*-03.2'N . 
lokomBca, Japan, 

Longitude 
1389-50.O'E 
139°-A1.5'1 

Zone Time 
Minus 9. 

-5-
MCLOSUEE ( A ) 



00778/ 112-1 
(0.1.28) 

U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

1 Ii8o«ab«r 1945» 

TroBi 
to t 
&ibjeott 

Bsforoneoi 

Znolosoro) 

Ths Ceoaaodsr ixi Chisf, United States Tlset, 
nary for ̂ n t h of Bbvea'ber, snlaiBBion of •. 

jaj C<»lnoh I t r m/ll2-l/A16-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943. 
i r t a . 712, &74(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S. Savy 
Eagulationai, 1920. 
AlXsY 176 of 1943. 
Pacnt I t r 10Lr43. 
PacJlt oonf. I t r lCL-45. 

(1) ISar Diary, U.S.S. K^SEI (DD-778) for Bonth of 
. Ecrmabsr 1945. 

1. In accordanos wi-Ui rafersnos (a), (h), (o), (d), aad (s), 
snclosors (l) i s foimrded harewith. 

COi 
Oinel^.. 

1 
D. I. TBms. 

154091 
RECORDED ̂ Xfy • 



5 • //3 

COHFIDENTIAL U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

i 

DD778/ W A R D I A R T FOR N O V R J / D E R 

1 November - The U.S.S. MSSEY (DD-773), conmandod by Commander C.W. .lldrich, 
U.S, Navy, i a a unit of Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Squadron 6 6 and 
l a operating under the command of the Squadron Commander, Captain G. R. Hartwig, 

.i n Task Group 55.4. Commander Task Group 55.4 i s ComnB.ndor Task F l o t i l l a One, 
• Commodore J. T. Bottom, J r . , U.S.Navy. Task Force 55 i s commanded by Vice 
Admiral J. B. Olindorf, U.S. Navy, Com*atRon One, and i s engaged i n -the occu­
pation of the Japanese Empire as a unit of U.S. F i f t h Fleet. MASSEI i s moored 
•alongside GURKE (DD-783) i n berth Y-5, Yokosuka, Japan, having arrived i n 
.Yokosuka on 31 October as courier ship from Wakayama, Japan, i n compliance -with 

.. CDS 6 6 dispatch 2^0740 October. After receiving passengers and mail aboard, 
•MASSET got underway at 1400 Itsm for Wakayama i n compliance •with basic orders. 

Time 
0800 
1200 
20)0 

latitude 

Yokosuka, Japan 

Longitude Zona Time 
Minus 9. 

2 November - Steaming as before enroute 'Wakayama from Yokosuka. MASSET arrived 
i n Y/akayama at 1137 Item and proceeded to go alongside 1ST 50 to discharge 
mail and passengers. After fueling fmm SUAMICO (AO-49) MASSET then, moored . 
i n berth B-19, V/akanoura 'Wan. 

Time 
0800 • 
1200-
2000' 

Latitude 
3 3 * ^ l O ' N 
Vfakayama, Japan, 
Wakay3una, Japan, 

Longitude 
• U5 9 - 2 5 . 5'E 

Zone Time 
Minus 9. 

3 - 4 NoveiDber - Anchored aa before in berth B - 1 9 , Wakanoura Wan, Y/akayama, 

5 November - Anchored as before i n berth B - 1 9 , Ylakanoura Wan, Yfakayama. At 
0 7 4 9 MASSEI got underway to go alongside LST 5 0 to load mail and embark passsngera 
for-Yokosuka i n accordance vdth CDS 6 6 dispatch 0 4 0 5 0 1 October. At 0 8 5 9 
MASSEI got undenvay for Yokosuka. 

Time 
0800 
1200 
2C00 

latitude 
Yfakayama, Japan 
3 3 ° - 2 7 . 0'N 
3 3 ° - 4 4 . 5'N 

Longitude 

134°-57.8'E 
137°-25.0'E 

Zone Time 
Minus 9. 

6 November - Steaming as before enroute Wakayama to Yokosuka. At 0 9 4 0 MASSEI 
•arrived off Yokosuka entrance and proceeded to berth T - l , mooring at 1 0 0 3 . 
Transferred mail to Fleet Post Office and passengers to Port Director. 

Tiiae 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Latitude 
3 5 - 0 2 . 5'H 
lokosuka, Japan. 
Yokosuka, Japan. 

Longitude 
139*-41.0'S 

Zone Hme 
Minus 9 . 

- 1 -
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7 November - Moored as before i n berth I - l , lokosuka, Japan, 

3 November - Moored as before i n berth Y -1 , lokosuka, Japan. At 1305 MASSEI got 
undorv/ay from berth Y-1 and proceeded to anchor i n outer harbor to permit 
transfer of passengers and mail from FREI.'CH (DE-367). FRENCH was ordered 
by CDS 66 to remain i n Yokosuka on a change of assignment which cancelled 

• her courier assignment. Reference CDS 66 dispatch 0R0225. Having received 
passengers and mail from FRENCH, J,{AS3EY got underway for Wakayama at 1422. 

Time 
0§00 
1200 
2000 

Latituda 
Yokosuka, Japan. 
Yokosuka, Jaoan. 
34°-l6 .5'N 

Longitude 

138°-35.0'E 

Zona Time 
Minus 9 . 

9 November - Steaming as before enroute Yokosuka to Wakayama. MASSEY arrived 
. at Wakayama at 0949 and proceeded to go alongside LST 50 to disembark passengers 
and unload mail. Getting underway from LST 50 at 1111 MASSEY proceeded to 
• f u e l frcm SUAMICO (AO-49) and then anchored i n berth 400 yards north of B-18,. 
V/akanoura.Vfan. 

Time 
0800 
1200 
2000 

latitude 
33"-51.0'N 
Wakayama, Japan. 
Wakagrama, Japan. 

Lo Py ude 
134 -51.7'E 

Zone Tiir.a 
Minus 9. 

10 November - Anchored as before' i n berth 400 yards north of B-18, Wakancura WAn,' 
Wakayama,, 

11 November - Anchored as before i n berth 400 yar.ls north of B-18, Wakanoura Wan, 
• • Wakayama. At 0756 MA35SY got underway to go alongside LST 50 to receive 

passerigers and mail. At 0838 MASSBY got underway from alongside LST 50 and 
departed for Yokosuka i n accordance with CDS 66 dispatch 100235. 

Time 
0800 
1200' 
2000 

Latitude 
Wakayama, Japan, 
33*-26.2'N 
33°-22 .8'N 

Longitude 

134°-59.0'S 
I36°-42.8'S 

Zone Time 
Minus 9 . 

12 November - Steaming as before enroute to Yokosuka from Y/akayama. At 0822 
•MASSEY arrived off Yokosuka entrance and at 0954 moored i n berth Y-3, Yokosul-ta, 
Unloaded mail and disembarked passengers. 

Time 

1200 
2000 

Latitude 
Tokyo Bay, Japan 
Yokosuka, Japan 
Yokosuka, Japan 

• Longitude Zone Time 
Minus 9. 
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13 November - Moored as before i n berth Y-3, Yokosuka, Japan, 

.14 November -Moored as before i n berth Y-3, Yokosuka, Japan. At 130/; having 
received passengers and mail, MASSEY got underway for WAkayama. 

Time ' lntitude Longitude Zone Hmê  
OSOO Yokosuka, Japan Minus 9. 
1200 Yokosuka, Japan 
2000 • 34°-07.5'N • 138 -15.5'E 

15 November - Steaming as before enroute Wakayama from Yokosuka. At 0940 MASSEY 
arrived off Wakayama and proceeded to anchor In berth B-19, i t being too rough 
to go alongside LST 50 for discharge of m i l . At 1024 anchored i n berth B-19. 

16 November - Anchored i n berth B-19, Wakanoura 'Wan, 'Wakayama, Japan. 0720 
Transferred mail to LST 50 via LOM. 1000 Disembarked passengers via Port 
Director boat, 

17 November - Anchored as before i n berth B-19, Wakanoura Wan, V/akayama, Japan. 

18 November - Anchored as before i n berth B-19, Wakanoura Y)An, Wakayama, Japan. 
Scheduled departure for Yokosuka i n compliance witli CDS 66 dispatch 170730 
October delayed one day by uncompleted repairs of main circulating pump throttle 
valve aboard tender. 

19 November - Anchored as before i n berth B-19, 'Wakanoura ton, Y/akayama, Japan, 
At 0755 iiASSEY got underway to fuel from SU/J/IGO (AC-49) going alongside at 
0820. At 0928 MASSEY got underway from alongside 3UA//ICQ (AO-49) and departed 

. for Yokosuka as courier ship i n compliance with CDS 66 dispatch 170730 October, 

Time latitude Longituria Zone Time 
0800 'Wakayama, Japan Minus 9, 
1200 33°-42.5'N 134°-51.5'E 
2000 33 -37*5'N ; 137°-18,0'S 

20 November - Steaming as before enroute Yokosuka from 'Wakayama. At 0813 MASSEY 
arrived off Yokosuka and proceeded to moor in berth.Y-5, mooring at 0902. At 
1030 the crew was mustered at Quarters for the Change of Comnand ceremony. 
Commander Donald I, Thoras, U.S, Navy relieved Commander Charles 7/, Aldrich, 
U.S, Navy as Commanding'Officer, 

C. W. ALDRICH, 
Commander, U.S, Navy. 
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21 Boreaber - Hcorad as bsfor© in berth 1-5, lotoeoka, Japan. It 13U USSSI 
got nndairay for Tfakayaaa carrying 29 officers and 15 enlisted passengers, 
380 bags of U.S. Hail, and 19 pieces of l i ^ t frsight in accordance with 
CDS 66 dispatch 170730 Novanber. 

. Latituda Longitude te-iM 
lokosuia, Japan Kinna 9« 
ToJcosika, Japan 
34°-06.0'H 138 -U.C 

22 Hoveaibar - Stsaaing as before enroute WalcayBma froa Tobosaia, It 0835 MASSSI • 
arrived in Wakayaaa end vsnt alongside LST-50 to discharge sail and freight. 
It 0943 HASSEI got trndsrvay and proceeded to anchor in borth B-IS, anchoring 
at 1012. Eoliday routine vaa oboorved and a l l hands enjoyed a fine 
Thanksgiving Dinner, 

fetiisM- Lassitaija Zone tdm 
OSOO • 33°-51.2«ir 134°-54ToiB Hinas 9. 
1200 Hakayana, Japan, 
2000 Hakayaaa, Japan. 

23-24 Hovenber - Moored as before in borth B-18, HaJasyajca, Japan. 

25 Kovesbor - Hoored as before in berth B-18, ^akajEEa, Japan. At 0757 K.ASS?rr 
got underlay and vent alongoide LST-50 to load 374 bags U.S.Hail, 5 officers, 
and 54 enlisted pasesngars, and 84 ideces of light freight. Upon cc^aplstion 
• of loading, MISSEI got undorsr&y at 0931 to go alongside USS ENOESB (AO-69) for 
fuel. It 1053 MASSEI departed for lokosuka as courier ship in accordance 
vith CDS 66 dispatch 240930 Kovember. 

Ifea Mitgda. Longitude Zone TItm 
OSOO Kakaysna, Japan Minns 9. 
1200 33°-46.2'H 134*-54.0'E 
2000 33°-28,0«lf 136°-52.0'E 

26 Hovomber - Steaming as before enrcnte from •Eakayasa to lokosuka, MASSSI 
arrived in lokosuka at lOCO, mooring in borth T-5, and procsedad to discharge 
paaeengers. Bail, and light freight. 

j ^ a i i ^ ^ Longitude Zone Tiae 
OSOO 
1200 lokosaia, Japan Minna 9. 
20(X) 

27 HovaBber - Moored aa before in berth I-5, lokosuka, Japan, After receiving 
fFS^^^ paooangere, 135 bags U.S.Mail, and 83 pieces of Hght freight, 
MASSSI got undervay for ̂ ikayana at 1337 in aocordanco vith CDS 66 dispatsh 
240930 HoTeaber, 

- 4 -
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27 BorvabftT (Continaad) 

13m 
0800 
1200 
2000 

ToJcoEoka., Japan- Minuo 9. 
35°-03.0'I 
34 -18.8'H 

139*-36.5'B 
133°-39.2'S 

28 KoTenber - Steaming as before onroate lakayaEa frc® Tokosuka. KASSZT arrlTed 
in fakaysEa and moored alongside LST-50 at 1050 to discharge mail and light 
freight. LST-50 •aras moorad to a stern anchor using 100 fathers of 1 5/8" 
wire. Hhile EiSSSI was aoored alongside, LST-50 yawed radically and tho 
•anchor wire fouled MiSSEI'S starboard propeller. With tho engines in a stand 
by status, the Jacking gear turned tho starboard orer slowly and wound 
several round turns of wire on ths shaft, Tho casualty -was dlspoTerod prior 
to getting underway end a dirsr sent down to doterains tho serlcuBnass of 
the fouling. The aBSiatanco of a t-ug and diving party was requostod froa 
CoaScrDiT 103-B. CHAHiSHA (ATF-151) noorsd alongsido to port at 1403 axui 
divers cofflEconoed working on the fouled shaft. Hhen tho three ships were 
seen to drag anchor rapidly, CS&IASHA dropped her port anchor and pic3wd up 
the strain on ths LST-50 anchor cable outboard of tha fouled shaft and 
took tho cable•aboard to her bits. Thia aotion relieved a l l strain on th« 
foaled section of tha cable. LST-50 slipped the remainder of her cahla and 
got underway to anchor •clear. Divers oontinued to work below until 2300 
at which time work was eecured for the night, tho dlvera shewing signs of 

• fatigue. . , . .ra 

29 Moveober - Moored as before alongside C H A I A S H A (ATF-151) in berth B-4d, 
fakayana, Japan. Divers continuod work in attcapting to clear wire from 
starboard, shaft with divers fTca U S S C A S C A I E (AD-16)' assisting. Although 
' two tarns of wire wars rscecved, riding turns prevented further clearing. 
Diving operations were secured at suneat, 

3 0 Joveaber - Moored as before alongsido CMIASHA (ATF-151) in berth B-18, 
Wakayama, Japan. Diving oporations wars resumad at 0800. It 'bacaaa obrlous-
ths fooled shaft caild not bs cleared by eiTiilabla divers and equipmont. 
CcaDasEcn 66 requested ewailability for M A S S S I in lokosuka frcsa C(2iSerDlv 102 
Both ends of ths fouled wire wore brought on deck and oecured. The wire was 
than cut short above tha stoppers and tha fantail cleared. At 1551 M A S S S I 
got underway on tho port engino and anchored in a berth 500 yards north of 
B-15, Wakayama, in preparation for Killing for loJcosuka ths following morning 
in acoordancs with CDS 66 dispatch 300620 loveffibor. 

• l i M 
OSOO 
1200 
20X1 

33*-48.0'H 
^kayasa, Japan, 
Wakayama, Japan. 

lanas 9. 
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D E C I f l M E D 
Frcm.; 
To : 
Subject: 

Reference: 

aicloeure: 

1 . 

CC: 
CincPac, 

The GctBVtnding Officer. 
Th« Ccmnander i n Chief, United States Fleet, 

War Diary for Honth of December. 

(a) ComLnch I t r P F 1A 1 2 - 1 / A 1 6 - 3 (7152) of 2 9 October 1 9 4 3 . 

(A) HAr Diary of tha U.S.S. HASSET (DI>-778) f o r month of 
December 1 9 4 5 , 

Subject report i s here-with forwarded as enclosure (A), 

RRcorde) 
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; U.S.S. toSSEI (DD-778), commanded by Commander Donald I. Thomas, USN, 
operated aa a unit of Doatroyer Souadron Sixoy-Six xinder tha operational 
control of ComTaskGroup 55-4 (Commodore J.T. Bottom, ConTaakFlotOno, 
T7ILLARD KEITH, Flagship). Current operational assignment i s T/okayama -
Yokosiika destroyer courier. 

.1 December - 0995 MASSET got underway fron Uakayama to Yokosuka i n obedience to 
CDS 66' dispatch 300625 Novomber, as courier ship with two officers and twenty-

• four enlisted passengers, 737 sacks of U.S. Mail. Tha voyage was made on' 
the port engino with the starboard shaft secured. ITo unusual difficrulty was 
encountered while steaming with starboard shaft secured. 

2 December - Arrived at Yokosuka, at 0940. 

3 December - At 0945 salvage boat ARST-2 reported for duty from ComSerDiv 102 
and divers went down to inspect the' fouled starboard shaft. At 1245, after 
cutting away a sector of the rope guard and tho riding t-urns of wire, the 
divers reported the starboard shaft cleared. Dock t r i a l indicated no damage 
to the starboard shaft. 

4 December - 1102 Got underway to fuel alongoide AUCILLA (AO-56). Upon 
• completion of fueling, at 1245, departed Tokyo Bay for Yfakayama T/ith 2 officers 

and 14 enlisted passengers, and I56 bags of U.S, toil, i n obedience to CDS 
66 dispatch 0310IO. 

5 December - Arrived Yfatoyama at 0741 and went alongside EUOREE (AO-69) for ' . • 
fu e l . Upon completion of fueling at 0336, anchored i n berth'B-35. After 
"receiving 6 o f i l c o r s and 46 enlisted passengers for transportation to the 
United States, got underway at 1357 i n company with PUTNAJi (Flag, CDS 66, 
and OTO), OYENS, and STROTO, for San Diego, California via Eniwetok and ' 
Pearl Harbor i n accordance with ComFifthFleot dispatch 031111 December. 

6-9 December - toking passage from YTakayama, Japan to Eniwetok i n company with 
• units of'DesRon 66. Conducted ship and gunnery d r i l l s , test f i r i n g s , 

enroute. YELLARD KEITH joined the Squadron at sea at daylight 6 December. 
10 December - Arrived Eniwetok at IO44 M and went alongside YO-165 for f u e l . 

Upon.completion of fueling and after receiving 2 officers and 9 enlisted 
passengers for transportation to tha United States, got underway at 1336 M 
for Pearl Harbor, T.H. i n company with same units of DesRon 66. 

11-14. December - Making passage from Eniwetok to Pearl Harbor, T.H. i n company 
with units of DesRon 66. 

-1-
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WAR DIART FOR D E C T 5 L B E R 

15 December - Entered Pearl Harbor at 0720 and proceeded to moor alongside 
BMTTI -(00-756) i n berth D-2, Fueled ship. 

16 December - At 1352 got underway f o r San Diego, California i n company with 
•unite of DesRon 66, now designated as Task Unit 15.1.13. 

17-20 December - Making passage frcm Pearl Harbor to San Diego, California in 
ccanpany with unite of DeaRrai 66, Conduotod engineering •bests enroute, 
included steady run data •Hith varioua b o i l a r and engine oonbinationa, 

21 December At 1525 entered San Diego Harbor and moored alongside PUTNAM at 
Ifevy Pier. A l l 'sopara'tees vrere dieembarkad. 

22 December - During tha forenoon shif'bad berth to buoy #25. 

23-31 Decwober - Moored to buoy #25, San Diogo, California, for leave, l i b e r t y 
and recreation. 

SUlRfART OF SHIP'S POSITIONS 

1 December 

mo 
1200 
2000 

2 December 
" o s o o " 
1200 
'2000 

3 December 
OSOO 
1200 
2000 

4 December 
0300 
1200 
2000 

lat i t i K l e 
lakayam, Japan 
33°-49.0'N 
33°-33.0iN 

lokosuka, Japan 
TokOBuka, Japan 
lokosuka, Japan 

lokosuka, Japan 
lokosuka, Japan 
Xokosuka, Japjan 

lokosuka, Japan 
Yokosuka, Japan 
3 3 ° - 5 2 . 5 'H 

Longitude 

134°-50.8'S 
137*-02.8'S 

137°-38.0'B 

5 December 
_Timai 
o5o5 
1200 
2000 

6 Pooember 
08CO 
1200 
20CO 

7 December 
0800 
1200 
2000 

8 December 
0800 
1200 
2000 

Uti t u d e Longitude 
Walcayama, Japan 
Wakayama, Japan 
33°-O0.2'N 135°-51.5'E 

31°-17.0'N 
30°-O8.0'N 
28*-38.0'N 

26°-31.0'K 
25°-9 .0'N 
24°-13.5'N 

21°-31.8»N 
21 -IG.QtN 
19°-42.0'.N 

144°-43.0'E 
140°-19.7'Z 
141 -59.0'E 

144°-30.9'B 
146°-03.0'E 
148°-10.5'E 

150°-50.5'E 
152°-20.0'E 
154°-06.0'B 

-2-
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DDTVa/ WAR DIART FOR DECEMBER 

9 December 

OSOO 
1200 
.2000 

latitude 

l6O-17.0'H 
14°-21,0'H 

Longituda 
Fttr 156°-47.0'E 

157°-48.0rs 
159*-52.5'E 

10 December • 
(BOO Enlvretok, Marshall' Islands 
1200 S i i ^ t o k , Marhhall Islands 
2S00 EaiwBtolc, Marshall Islaoids 

11 December 
OSOO 
1200 
2000 

12°-55.0<N 167*-59.0'E 
15*-34.0'N 169 -01.0'E 
14 -22.0'N 171°-36.0'E 

12 December 
0600. 15q-55.0' R 
1200 15 -40.0'H 
2000 160-20.O'H 

Crossed date l i n e . 

12 Deceaber 
OSOO 
1200 
2000 

15 -21.5'K 
15°-40.0'N 
180-11.5».N 

13 December 
OSOO 17°-21.5'H 
1200 17°-43.C'1I 

. 2000 1S°-11.5'N 

• Itir December 
0800 
12C0 
2000 

20°-03.5'N 
20°-is.5'ir 
20°-19.0'H 

175°-22,0'E 
176°-35.0'E 
1780-56.O'E 

177°-22.C'E 
176°-23.0'E 
178O.-56.0'E 

177?-25.0'W 
176 -23.0'W 
173°-54.0'W 21 December 

163°-39.0'W 
162^-29.0'¥ 
160°-13.0'W 

15 December 
Time 
OSUv 
1200 
2000 

16 Decamber 
OSOO 
1200 
2000 

17 December 
0800 
1200 
2000 

18 December 
OSOO 
1200 
2000 

19 December 
OSOO 
1200 
2000 

20 December 
OSOO 
1200 
2000 

OSOO 
1200 
2000 

latitude Longitude 
Pearl Harbor, T.H. 
Pearl Harbor, T.Hj 
Pearl Harbor, T.H, 

P«u?l Harbor, T.H. 
Pearl Harbor, T.H. 
21°-59.5'N 1560-15.5'W 

230-17.0'N 
23°-50,O'N 
24°-50.5'N 

26°-13.5'N 
260-37.5'.R 
27°-35.0'.N 

28*-45.0'R 
29°-05.0'N 
290-51.0'R 

300-42.5'N 
31°-01.5'N 
31°-34 .0'N 

32 -22.O'N 
320-32,0'N 

153°-01.5'1T 
151°-50.5'W 
1400-50.0<W 

145°-O1.0'W 
143°-47.0'W 
141 -Q4.0'W 

136o-57.0'W 
1350-39.0'W 
132°-37.0'W. 

12s -27.9'W 
127*-01.0'ir 
124°-01,5'T 

120°-O7.0'W 
1180-50.5'W 

San Diego, California, 

2 2 - 3 1 December 

San OLogo, Calff omia. 

- 3 -
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6-9 Deceaber. 
24 rounds 5''/38 (VT fused projectiles), 
60 rounds 40 eb. 

300 rounda 20 Em. 
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U.S.S. UASSET (DD778) 

D E M I F I E D 

\ 

Fromj 
To I 
Via : 

Subject; 

EeferencQs 

The Commanding Officer. 
The Commander i n Chief, United States Fleet. 
(1) The Commander Task Group 31.5. 

(Commander Destroyer Squadron SIXTT-THREE), • 
(2) The Coimmndar Task Force 31. 

(Comnvindfjr Anipliibioun Forot5'$, U.G. Pacifio Fleet), 
(3) Iho Commander THIRD Fleet. 
(4) The Commnder i n Chief, U.S. •Pacific Fleet. 
Action Report - Okinawa Gunto Operations, for periods MAY 3 
to 24 June 1945. 

(a) PacFlt Conf. L t r . lCL-45 datod 1 January 1945. 

PART I 
BRIEF SUM}.t\RT 

A. MASSET was attached to Task Groups 51.5 and 31,5 from 2 May u n t i l 24 
June and during that time perfomed duties as radar picket and radar picket 
support vessel i n the Okinawa screen. During ths above period this vessel 
•was under at-tack by enemy a i r c r a f t on several occasions and on every occasion 
but one the planes d i r e c t l y attacking th i s vessel were cither shot do-wn or 
damaged and driven off. The one exception was .a surprise suicide type night 
diving at-tack by a flo a t plane which overshot tho ship. Six eicomy aircraft 
were destroyed by own gunfire unassisted, throe by gunfire assists with ono 
-other ship, and several other planes wore seen to r e t i r e damaged after 
starting at-tack. 

PART I I I 
CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF ACTION 

3 toy 1945 Moonrise 2226j Moonsot 0825 

0001 Anchored i n Hagushi Beach Transport Area after reporting -to CTG 51,5 
f o r duty: 

0900 Commanding Officer attended conference i n 3130111® and received verbal 
orders to proceed to Radar Picket S-tntion #2 to relieve G/UKARD. 

1100 Underway for Radar Picket Station #2. 

1200 Wonthorj Overcast, l i g h t variable breeze, smooth sea, surfaco v i s i b i l i t y 
good. 

1524 Relieved GAINARD on s-bation and commenced jxitrol as support ship f o r 
LOITRT. Set condition of readiness "One-Easy". 

K 

161s Genoral Quarters for'possible a i r attack from tho North. CAP splashed 
.Dinah overhead at 34,000 feet, 

131618 
74/ 

I 
1 



DD778/Al^-3 (0.92 ) • i - - r.. : 7 July 1945̂  

Subject: Action Report - Okina-wa Gunto Operations, for poriod 
to 24 June 1945. , . 

4 toy 1945 Moonrise 0012;' Moonset 1102 

0200 General Quarters for possible a i r attack, 

0224 Opened f i r e on enemy, a i r c r a f t at 10,000 yards. Plane reversed course 
and r e t i r e d at 240 knots, ' ' 

0226 Ceased f i r i n g . . 

0408 Enemy f l o a t plane cams out of land echoes at 7,000 yards, .do""̂  
• .ship and jassed overhead at an altitudo of 400 feet. 

0505 Secured from General Quarters, set condition "One-tosy" as planss 
cleared the. area. 

0740 General Qmrters for possiblo a i r attack from tho North, 

0742 CAP shot down one plane to the North. Numerous groups of enemy planes 
i n the northeastern sector from 10 to 15 miles. CAP engaged enemy -?fhen . 
vi s u a l contact was possible. 

0820 Commenced ncneuvering at high speed keeping threatening planes on the 
- • beam. Two planes started to dive out to the North. CAP shot down both 

planes at about 12,000, yards. 

0825 Many dog fights and splashes by CAP. 

0831 Two' Zekes start.ed dives a-t MASSET and LCIEI from starboard beam. Plane 
headed f o r M/ASSET h i t repeatedly, burned, and then wings f e l l off at 
500 yards. Plane crashed 50 yards - on port quartor of MASSET. No. 
damage to llASSET. The other plane crashed closo aboard LO'TO doing 
some damage to that ship, Zeke which attacked ItlSSET gave signal for 
simultaneous attack by rocking wings bofore starting power glide, 

O836 Val c i r c l i n g to get on our - t a i l , cano'in from about 5,000 feet i n a 3 0 ° 
- dive-. Opened f i r e , burned plane at 2,000 yards but plane kopt coming 

for the bridge. At 500 yards, one wing was knocked off and the plane 
lurched to the right, passing over the forecastle to crash i n tho sea. 
No dansge to-MASSET. 

0955 Secured from General Quarters-as eneny pianos cleared the area, 

1018 General Quarters for possible a i r attack. 

1104 Secured from General Quarte'rs as enemy plane l e f t the area. 

1200 TTeathert Clear, scattered clouds, cloud cover 0.4, l i g h t variable breeze 
smooth sea, surfaco v i s i b i l i t y very good. 



DD778/Al6-3.(092 ) 

GONFiDENTlAL 
7 July 19 l5 

Subject: Action Report - Okinawa Gunto Operations, for poriod'<'"2 M A Y ' 
to 24 June 1945. 

4 May 1945 Cont'd. 

1633 General Quarters for possible a i r attack. 

1704 Seoured from General Que.rters as enomy plane l e f t the area, 

1904 General Quarters for possible a i r attack. 

2000 Secured from General Quarters as enemy plane l e f t the area, 

5 May 1945 IiconrL-;e 0101; Moonset'1201 Last Quarter 

OW Enemy plane bearing 0 1 5 ° ( T ) - 30 nUs, closing. 

0210 Crew to General Quarters, 

0245 HASSET opened f i r e on enemy plane at range 8,CO0 yards, bearing 3 4 5 ° ( T ) ; 
plane dived and reversed course r e t i r i n g to North. 

0340 Low fly i n g plane skirted formation at distance 8 milos from bearing 
2 3 0 ° ( T ) to 3 5 0 ° ( T ) thon hoadod North v/ithout throatonirg. Plane flew 
about 2 miles East of Iheys Jise. using l.vndnark for concealment. 

0346 Observed enemy plane shot down by night fighter to North about 12 miles., 
0450 Plane shot down by night fighter bearing 0 3 7 ° ( T ) , 12 miles, 

1200 Vfoathori Woathor chango/iblo- ocattorod mino, wind l i g h t from lOOO(T), 
sea l i g h t swell from 1 0 0 ° ( T ) , v i s i b i l i t y good, overcast c e i l i n g 1000-
3000 feet. 

! Exercised crev; at General f/uarters several times during day and even- • 
ing, but raids did not attack and no f i r i n g vas done by MAS,SET. 

6 May 1945 • ' KoonrisG OI4G; Moonset 1303 

0210 Enemy plane came i n v i c i n i t y from North passed to tfest at distance of . 
about 10 miles. Appeared to be heckler or snooper. 

0409 Observed AA f i r e oh Okinaim. 

0505 Secured frcm General Quartors. Yfent to Gonoral Quartors several times 
during day when oncray planes reported i n v i c i n i t y . 

0530 CAP of 18 planes on station. 

1121 Friendly Corsair shot down by mistake by another friendly plane, crashed 
just south of Torch JiriB. P i l o t landed i n parachute about 1500 yards 
off beach. MASSET dispatched LCS and ISM to pick up p i l o t while / Y - ^ 
covering him from beach action. Corsairs strafed beach and island of 
l o r o n U i m starting a number of f i r e s . 

•3-



DD77S/A16-3'" (092) 7 July 194^ '^'^^ 

GONFlOEfim ' • I 

Subject: Action Rapiort - Okinawa Gunto Operations, for period 2 M A Y '̂ 
to 24 June 1945. 

6 May 1945 Cont'd. \ 
I 

1150 LCS picked up p i l o t who v/as unharmsd and identified^hitnself as liajor ] 
• Kammorer, USJICR. 

1150 Received CIG 51.5 dispatch 052321 directing t h a t - a l l ships on Radar 
Picket Station #2 return to Hagushi. Proceeded to Hagushi Beach having 
other ships of sbauibn form up astern. 

1200 Weather: Clear; raodorato wind from 2S0°(T); soa l i g h t , some swells 
from 300°(T); v i s i b i l i t y very good, cloud coverage 0,6, 

.1610 Reported to CTG 51.5 by radio and vras instructed to depart from . 
company with other members of Radar Picket Station /,'2 and proceed to 
Kerama Retto to replenish f u e l and ammunition. 

7 May 1945 Moonriso 0233; Moonset I406 

1025 Completed roplenishraont f u e l and ammunition. Underway, proceodod out 
of Korama- Retto to Iligushi Ecach and anchored i n berth H-105, 

1200 Vfeather: Cloudy, low v i s i b i l i t y , clouds moving from ffiE to SSJT. 

8 May 1945 Moonrise 0315; Moonset 1510 

1200 Weather: Raining, passing showers, . v i s i b i l i t y poor, sky mostly over­
cast. 

9 May 1945 . • Moonriso 0356; Moonsot l6l5 

1200 Weather; Clear'vrith few clouds, v i s i b i l i t y good. 

.1319 Underway on signal from CDS 64 to form AA patrol screen, 1500 j-ards 
to westward of Transport Area, 

1847 Enemy, planes closing from Vfest, 290°(T) - 40 miles. General Quarters; 

2115 Enemy planes dropped bombs on Yontan F i e l d . 

2135 Secured from.Genere.l Quarters. 

2:247 Anchored i n position just, outside of Transpo-t Aroa, There were 
several succeeding a i r raids during reminder of night and tho -ship 
was at General Quarters u n t i l 0435. 

10 May 1945 ' _ Moonrise 0437; Moonset 1722 •• 

0759 Undenray i n company vdth PRITCHETT to RP #7 v/here relievedGAlNARD and 
DITTER, PRITCHETT OTC. Fighter Director team i n PRITCIETT. 

12.00 Weather: Clear with middle and h i ^ clouds, v i s i b i l i t y good, l i g h t 
-4- 3 



DD77S/Ai'6-3 ( 092) .• 7 July 1945̂ ' 

Subjoc'ts Action Hoport - Okinawa Gunto Operation, f o r period 'VUflY ! 
March to 24 June 1945. 

10 May 1945 Cont'd. 

breeze of about 4 knots, 

1922 General Quarters for c/ening a l e r t . Several bogies appeared i n south­
west but none vdthin f i r i n g range. No attacks on RP#7, 

2055 Secured frcm General Qirartsrs. 

11 May 1945 Moonrise. 0519; Moonset 1828 

0715 General Quarters vrhen unidentjfind plane .in v i c i n i t y IB miles bearing 
250°(T)j secured vrhen clear, 

0837 General Quartors, approach of hostile planes from southwest. None 
came vdthin gun range. Considerable a i r a c t i v i t y reported i n area 
northwest of Okir0wa; numerous enomy pianos nvido torpedo, bombing, 
and suicide attacks.on picket stations; largo nimibor of pianos shot 

• down by CAP. 

1200 Weather: Clear vdth middle and high clouds, v i s i b i l i t y good, slight 
breeze, 

1910 General Quarters for evening a l e r t . V i s i b i l i t y poor, fog and haze -
evening quiet, 

12 toy 1945 • Moonrise 0603; MoorLset 1937 

1200 Weather:' Clear, v i s i b i l i t y good. 

Day quiet, no planes i n vdoinity. 

13 May 1945 Moonrise 065IJ Moonsot 2044 

0245 Gonoral Quarters; unidentified pianos approaching from Wost at 30 
miles but bogies passed without coming within gun range, . 

1200 Weather: Clear, middle and high clouds, v i s i b i l i t y good, slight 
breeze, 

1519 Relieved by WALKB and proceeded to Itagushi Anchorage, 

1853 Genoral Quarters, upon approach of enemy plane to Northwest, made smoke 
when directed. 

2035. Secured from General Quartors, area clear.. 
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F • DD778/Ai:^-3 ( 0 9 2 7 July 1945 ^' 

Subject: Action Report - Okinawa Gunto Operation, for period 9. WAY 
to 2 4 June 1945. 

14 May 1945 ' Moonrise 0744; Moonsot 2148 

0302 General Quarters for possible a i r attack, planes to Northwest, 

0406 Secured from Genore.l Qrarbers, 

•0906 Underway and fuel',.', iro.u HCUoATOHIC, 

1200 Weather: Clear, v i s i b i l i t y o::collent.. Jight sea from 280°(T), l i g h t • 
breeze from 280°(T). 

1237 Gonoral Quarters, enemy plane i n r±.:i'V.':cy bearing 135°(T) - 8 milos. 
Secured from General Quartors whon high .flying piano cloared area, 

2305 Anchored i n berth H-182 Hagushi, 

1900 General Quarters, enemy plane reported 20 miles to South, 

2002 Secured from General Quarters, onomy pianos clearod, 

15 May 1945 Moonriso 0840; Moonsot 2247 

1200 Weather: Passing showers, overcast, low clouds, v i s i b i l i t y poor, 

I8I9 Enemy planes reported to Northwest at 35 miles. C-eneral Quartors. 
Ordered by CTG 51.5 dispatch I5O909 to got underway i n Transport 
AA screen. 

2050 Anchored and sociured from Gonoral Quartors when a l l planes clear of 
area, 

16 May 1945 Moonrise 0938; Moonsot 2341 

0308 Enemy plane approaching from North and Yfost; ship to General Qmrters, 
Made smoke as requested. 

0313 Noted explosion on beach i n v i c i n i t y of Yontan F i e l d as result of 
enemy bombs. • • . • ; 

0459 Set condition "One-Easy", planes clear of area. 

. . , 0700 Set condition I I . 
O8I9 Underway for Keram Rotto and thoro obtained roplacoment 40nim hydraulio 

t r a i n unit from HADLEY who had been damagod i n earlier a i r action. 

1200 Vfeather: Clear, high clouds, s l i g h t broozs, 

lo 



DD778/A16-3 ( 092) 7 July 1945 

• C O N F l i i T l A l II 

Subject: Action Report - Okinam Gunto Operations, for period 2 M A Y • 
to 24 Juno 1945. • 

i? toy 1945 Moonrise 1036; Moonsot 0004 

1134 -Departed Kerama Retto and proceeded to Hagushi. 

1200 ffoather: Clear, middle and high clouds, v i s i b i l i t y excellent, s l i g h t 
breeze. 

1717 Undervay and reported t c CDS 66 f o r duty in. Transport AA s.creen. 
Went to General Qmrters sevoral times during night, but no bogies 
approached vdthin gun range. 

18 May 1945 Moonriso 1133; Moonuot 0028 1st Quarter 

0042 Anchored Hagushi Beach Transport area. 

1200 Weather: Cloudy, low and middle clouds, v i s i b i l i t y very poor, sli g h t 
breeze." 

1753 Underway to take AA screening station A-37 near Ie Shim. 

1855 Bogies 350 ° (T) - 16'miles and 038°(T) - 23 miles closing; Genoral 
Quarters, 

1933 Arrived on station A-37 î n̂d commonced patrol. 

2346 Secured from Genoral Quarters. Several bogies passed close, but s t i l l 
outside effective gun range. Fire on enemy a i r c r a f t at night not 

• generally opened unless wo have good solution and rango closes to 
7,000 yards. 

19 May 1945 . Moonriso 1228; Moonset 0110 

0520 Proceeded to Radar Picket Station #15 i n accordanco CTG 51.5 dispatch 
I8I23O. • . . 

0745 Relieved DREXLER on Radar Picket Station #15, patrolling i n compiny 
vdth WADS'TORTH. . 

1200 Weather: Rainy, foggy; v i s i b i l i t y poor; lig h t sea, l i g h t wind. 

1425 FOOTE reported as additional support ship; f e l l i n i n column astern. 
Weather poor for f l y i n g a l l day; no a i r a c t i v i t y , 

20 May 1945 Moonriso 1321; Moonsot 0148 

1200 lYeather: Rainy a l l day, low clouds, overcast, v i s i b i l i t y poor.. 

1823 Gonoral Quartors when enemy pianos approached from Northwest nnd Wost, 
•. Pianos attacked sevoral other stationsy but did not close within our ^(ity 

f i r i n g range. ^ 

2107 Secured from Genoral Quarters; area clear of enemy planes, / 
-7- ' 
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DD778/A16-3 ( 7 July 1945 

GOllFlQBim 
Subject: Aotion.Roport - Okinawa Gunto Oporations, f o r poriod J> U^Y "'' 

to 2 4 June 1945. 

21 May 1945 ' Moonrise 1414; Moonsot 0222 

002(0 General Quartors f o r possiblo a i r attack. 

0054 Secured from General Quarters when plane passed out of v i c i n i t y , 

1200 Weather: Passing rhovisrs, low clouds, ovsioast, v i s i b i l i t y very poor, 

1818 BR-\DFORD joined fori.vation. BRADFORD to relievo WADS-,A)RTH at daybreak. 

182(0 General Quarters when enemj'- plarres apn: cached from North, secured when 
clear,, 

22 May 1945 ' Moon:c:.s3 1504; Moonsot 0254 

0520 BRADFORD rolieved the WADSWORTH as Fighter Director ship; lY/VDSTroRTH 
departed formation. Flying weather very poor. 

1200 Weather: Cloudy, low clouds, s l i g h t breeze, v i . s i b i l i t y poor, 

2319 Several bogias'reported closing bearing 352°(T)a 32, 0 C 5 ° ( T ) - 34 aixl. 
0 1 5 ° ( T ) - 36, General Quarters. Bogies continued approach. 

23 May 1945 Moonr5.se 1554; Moonset 0326 

0000 Steaming i n company FOOTS and BPjIDFORD (OTC and Guide) on Radar Picket 
Station #15; enemy a i r c r a f t closing from North and Northoast, 

0106 BRADFORD opened f i r e on enemy plane to V/est; M.ASSET o_uickly followed. 

0107 Ceased f i r i n g when plane r a d i c a l l y changed course and r e t i r e d . • 

0140 V i c i n i t y cleared of planes, secured from General Qu.artero. 

1200 yfeather: Passing showers, low clouds, v i s i b i l i t y vor? poor, l i g h t 
a i r , . \

1700 WATTS joined formation; v d l l relievo MASSET at daylight. VfATTS f e l l 
•in astern i n column. Four DD's i n column, BRADFORD (OTC) and Fig.hter 
Director ship leading, 

2012 Numerous raids from Northv/est, North, and Northeast. Planes appear to 
be making coordinated approaches. General Quarters for a i r at-fcacks, 

2024 Changed speed of fornction to 30 knots. 

2031 WATTS opened f i r e to East, 

2033 WATTS ceased f i r e when plane turned away. Planes forraing for at-tack 
•to Northwest at 14 miles, 

-8-



23 toy 1945 Conttd. 

2036 liASoET oponed f i r e , follcwing BRADFORD, at plane bearing 3409(T) at 
range B,000 yards; plane maneuvered vigorously and opened to ten 
miles. Plane skirted formation at, 10 miles, made several f e i n t s 
then headed out to NoYihwcst. 

2048 Secured from Genoi .1 Qi^.rtem. 

2318 Numerous onomy planes to North and Ncvth;3at, 

2319 General Quarters for a i r attack, 

2345 -Formation was steaming at 29 knots aorl c'lnging courso-to l o f t avoid­
ing plane on tho bow, viion combat noted Mat a piano which had bom 
orbiting at a disMince of approximately .10 nilos on our starboard 
quarter had moved i n and was making a r-ui'from astern, HASSET turned . 
right and pulled out of. column' to koop plane on 'beam, and take i t under 
f i r e at 7,000 yards range. 

2347 Plane bearing 165°(T) splashed by HASSET at range of about 1500 yards, 

24 Hay 1945 Moonriso 1645; Moonset 0358 

0013 'MASSET rejoined group taking position i n column astern of BRADFORD. 

0033 . Opened -fire follcwing BRADFOPJ) at plane on port beam 280 ° ( T ) at 
11,000 yards. Plane maneuvered and opened out, 

0041 WATTS, FOOTS'and BRfiDFORD f i r e d on plane on starboard bow 0 4 0 * ( T ) . 
UASSET withheld f i r e and continued tracking plane at 085°(T) at 12 
miles; also to watch plane at 353°(T) - I4, . 

0055 • LCS 121 reported that a near miss by bombs from plane on starboard 
beam had blown a s i x inch hole i n the side of LCS, k i l l i n g two and 
seriously wounding three. 

0108 Plane on port boT/ on run i n , appeared to be making a doterminod 
attack on formation, 

0109 BRADFORD, FOOTE,̂ WATTS oponod f i r o . . 

.0110 When tracking disclosed.'that plane had started to dive at fomation, 
MASSET opened f i r e at 5,000 yards. Plane flamed at 2,000 yards and 
appeared to be chev/ed up by 40mm f i r o as he approached head-on. 

0110 Plans crashed bearing 3 3 0 ° ( T ) - 800 yards. Credited to M,ASSET and 
BRADFORD as "joint k i l l " . 
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*' DD778/A16-3 (C^t/) 7 July 1945 ^ ^ • 

Subject: Action Report - Okinawa Gunto Oporations, f o r poriod iiaijfa 
to 24 Juno 1945. 

, 24 Hay 1945 Cont'd. 

During th i s engagement ninetoon raids passed i n v i c i n i t y of Radar 
Picket Station #15. A t o t a l of s i x k i l l s vns recorded: MASSET - 1 
unassisted; ILASSET and BRADFORD - 1 spUt; FOOTS - 1; WATTS - 1; 
a l l four ships - 1 j o i n t ; LCS 1 2 1-1. 

0245 Secured from. General Quarters. 

0320 Raids' closing from North and Northoast. General Quarters. Raids 
passed about 15 milos to east thon to south, ' 

0450 MASSET departed formation and proceeded to Hagushi i n accordance vdth 
CTO 51.5 dispatch 230203 and fuoled as d'.rocted from SUAIWCO thence 
proceeded to Kerama Retto f o r ammunition and provision replenishments. 

1200 Weather: Clear, middle and high clouds, v i s i b i l i t y very good, l i g h t a i r , 

25 toy 1945. • Moonriso 1737; Moonset 0431 

0307 Enemy plane reported i n v i c i n i t y . General Quarters. During day many 
enemy planes came into Okinawa area 'and mny wore shot down. 

1200 Yfeather: Passing shov/ers, middle and low clouds, v i s i b i l i t y very poor, 
l i g h t a i r . . .. , 

1233 Undorvfay and proceo.dod. to Hagushi Beach, and anchored at 1513., 

1625 Underway to escort'damaged ship (ROPER, APD-20) to Keram Retto as 
•directed by CTG 51.5 radio dispatch 250828, 

1755 Idrted company with ROPER at Kerama Rotto and returned to anchorage at 
Hagushi. 

26 toy 1945 • Moonrise 1831; Moonset 0505. ' 

1200 Yfeather: Passing showers, low clouds, v i s i b i l i t y very poor, l i g h t a i r . 

1537 Received report that possiblo a i r attack v.as forming to Vfest, General 
Quarters. 

1613 Underway 6n signal from CDS 66 and proceeded to station #5 i n Transport 
AA Screen, 

2019 Secured from Generdl Quarters and proceeded to Hagushi anchorage on 
s i g m l from CDS 66, 

27 May 1945 Moonrise 1926; Moonsot 0543. F u l l Mooto, 

0001 Deaigmtion of units of TF51 nov/ changed to those of TF 31 i n accord­
ance dispatch 260755 of June of CTF 51. jf) 
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/p] 
DD^78/AI6-3 ( 7 July 1945' 

GOllFlDEfm' 
Subjoott Actli 

27 May 1945 Cont'd. 
0735 Enemy planes reported to Southwest, General Ouaters, 

0744 Underway i n accordanco signal from CDS 66 and took station #5 i n IJrans-' 
port A A screen. 

0800 Received message that BRAIME had been h i t by suicide plane en RPS #5, 

0809 Proceeded at best speed bo Radar Picket Station #5 for duty i n accord-
• CTG 31.5 dispatch 262308 i n eoraixny DISON. 

.0841 Secured from General Quarters. 

0937 General Quarters, enemy plane reported over Southern Okinawa, 

1014 Sot condition I "E", 

1056 Set condition II watch. 

1120 Arrived Radar Picket Station #5 i n company with DISON and commenced 
patrol, 

1200. Weather: Light showers, middle and high clouds, v i s i b i l i t y poor but 
increasing, l i g h t a i r , _ . . : 

1300 W.D. PORTER Joined on station, took over Fighter Direction.: 

I305 DISON departed station as oscort for damaged ship, IbASSEI assumed OTC, 

28 May 1945 Moonriso 2021; Moonset 0624 

0059 Bogey 170* - 35. 

0103 General Quarters. Bogey at" 170° - 2?, another bogey at 340.° - 30. 

0105 MASSEI designated PORTER'to take southern target, MASSEI the northern. 
0154. PORTER opened f i r e on plane to south and plane turned sharply and opened, 

Plane to north (1ASSEI>8 target) upon seeing f i r e opened, turned quickly 
and r e t i r e d to north. MASSEI did not f i r e . •• 

,0321 Secured from General Quarters. 

0659 General Quarters. Bogey closing on bearing 335° - 27. One Tony shot 
down by CAP eight miles to Eastward, This Tony dropped bomb, and attemp-
ed to get clear whon CAP started after.him. 

-11-
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Dl/r73/Al6-3 1̂ 92 ) 7 1945 '' ' > 

•CONFlDEHm •• "^'l 

Subject: Action Report - Okinam Gunto Oporationa, for pericx^ 2 M A Y >• 
• to 24 June 1945. 

29 Ifay 1945 IJoonriso 2 1 1 6 ; Moonset 0709, 

0515 GTIN Joined JUSSSr and PORTER. 

0620 K7IN assumed OTC. 

1200 Weather: Cloudy, low clouds", visibility poor, breeze of about 5 knots 
from HE., 

1830 General O.uarters for evening alert." "tony planes in small groups approach­
ed Okinawa from nbrth and west; none cime closer than 20 miles to Radar 
Picket Station #5, 

1944 Secured from Genoral Quarters. 

30 V&Y 1945 Ifeonrise 2 2 0 9 ; iroonset 0801. " 

During morning weather closed in and visibility very poor, 

1330 FULLWf relieved UASSEI on station, i£A.SSEI proceodod to Hagushi' in accord­
ance CTG 31.5 dispatch 300057. 

31 ?fay 1945 • Koonrise 2300; Uoohsot 0857. 

0214 General Quarters when planes reported closing from northeast, 

0300 Secured when a l l clear, 

0736, Underway in accordance CTF 31.5 dispatch 302313 and proceeded to Keram 
Retto. 

i 
1235 • Commenced 3 days at anchor availability to install fighter director gear, > 

-12-



092 ) 
C O l l F l D E H T l A l 

/ P 

Subject: . Action Report - OlcLnav/a Gunto Operation, for period frcta; 2 M A Y 
through 24 Juno 1945. 

I.June 1945 Moonrise 2349; Moonset 0956. 

1200 Weather: Clear, l i g h t breeze from 190°(T), l i g h t sea from 210o(T), v i s i b i l i t y 
good, cloud cover 0 .9 . 

1940 Genoral Quarters upon receiving enemy plana report, 
2021 Secured' from General Quarters vrtven a l l enemy planes l o f t area; 

2 June 1945 Moonrise 0011; Moonset IO56. 

1200 Weather: Shor/ers, complete overcast, l i g h t breeze from 195°(T), slig h t sea, 
v i s i b i l i t y f a i r to poor. 

3 June 1945. Moonrise 0033; Moonset 1157 
Last Quarter, 

0241 General Quarters for threatening a i r attack; made smoke as directed. 
0307 Secured from General Quarters. 
OSOO Underway f o r Ha-guslii Beach anchorage.-
1200 -Weather: r a i n , l i g h t easterly breeze, l i g h t easterly sea, good to f a i r 

surface v i s i b i l i t y , cloud cover 0,8. 
1238 General Quarters for possible a i r attack, 
1250 Underway to take place i n Transport AA screen. 
1604 Returned to anchorage. 

4 J-una 1945 ' Itoonrise 0113; Moonsot 1259, 

0350 Undenmy for Radar Picket Station #9 (about 50 miles southwest of Oldnawa 
Shima) .to reCieve SPR03TDM. 

0720 Received picket stntion orders''from 3PR03T0M who roturnod to porjvj Joined 
• V/.D;. PORTER and 5VILURD KEITH as additioiral support ship. lASoSY aaouraud . 
OTC, formed ohipa i n column, distance 800 yards, and commoncod patrol at 15" 
knots on courses 150°(T) and 330°(T). W.D. PORTER i s fighter director ship. 
Support craft are LCS's 112, II3, II7 (SOP of support c r a f t ) , and LCS 92 
VTho are patrolling- 2000 jrards to the southwest of the destroyer track on 
pa r a l l e l courses. 

1000 Eecoivod typhoon v/arning. 
1200 Weather: Rain,'moderate sea firom 2 1 0 ° ( T ) , l i g h t vdnd from 190°(T), 

v i s i b i l i t y poor, completely overcast, 
. 1202 • In accordance v/ith CTF 31 despatch, directed LCS support group to proceed to 

Hagushi Boach; 
1315 In rainstorm, sighted mine 75 yards doad ahead and avoided the mine by quick 

mneuvering. Ebiergency signal vras hoisted and v/arning sent to other ships by 
TBS. W;D.PORTER vms instructed to sink tho mine which she did i n Latitude' 
25°59'N, Longitude 126°-56'E. Tlie mino v/as ide n t i f i e d as Japanese Type 93, 

, Mod.- 1. 
1452 General Quarters for possible a i r attack. . ' 
1527 Secured from Gonoral Quarters whon enemy pianos clearod the area, 
1643 MASSEI i n company vdth W.D.TORIER and STCDDARD doixirted Radar Picket Station 

#9 for Nakagusuku vfan to report to CTG 31.19. 
2035 • Anchored i n Berth B-46, Nakagusuku V/an of Okinav/a Shima on order of CTG 31,19. 
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;DD778/A16-3 (092 ) '• ' • 

• GONFlDElimi ' , . ' " ,• 
Subject: Action Roport - OkLnivra Gunto Oporation, for period frbm^.^ nitlW' 

through 24 June 1 9 4 5 Z MAT . • 
J ^ 

5 June 1945 Lloonrieo 0153; Moonsot 1401. 

0510 M A S S E I , Vr.D-.PORTER,and S T O D D A R D reloasod fron duty vdth CTG 31.19 end procecdc 
out of'harbor to rosumc duty on Radar Picket' Station #9 on order of C T G 31.5, 

0924 Arrived on station ana rosumod patrol, 
094s General quaiters v/nn • bogey roportod i n virdnj.ty, 
1200 Woather: Scattered rain, light breozo .and ce;. from 100°(T), surface v i s i b i l i t 

good, completely overcact. 
I85O Sounded genoral quarters for •evening alert. 
2049 Secured from general quartors, 
2200 Received word a night fighter was lost nonth.vest of Radar Pickot Station #9. 

On request, vf.D.PCRTER fired^ono otarsnoto ovcry toro minutes to aid tho l o s t 
piano i n homing, 

2241 W.D.PORTER ceased f i r i n g . 

6 June 1945 Moonriso 0229; Moonsot 1505. 

1145 General quarters on report of piano contact; secured shortly thoreaftor on o i l 
clear. ' ' ' ' 

1200 Weather: Clear, good v i - s i b i l i t y , brokon clouds and haze, sea s l i g h t , vdhd 
about 10 knots from 320°(T). 

I/+I4 General quarters on report of plane contact; secured shortly theroaftor on 
a l l clear, 

1540 CIAXTON assumed OTC and formed the three destroyers i n an equilateral triangle 
on a 1500 yard c i r c l o . 'ibcis 330°(T). GUdCTON //I MASSEI #2, and STODD/\KD #3 
• and commenced patrol on courses 150°(T) and 330°(T) at 15 knots, 

1615 Gonoral quartors on reported piano contact, . . 
1717 Secured from general quartors v/hon piano clearod area, 
1755 Four Uvundcrbolts dopartod for base leaving four F4U'3 i n CAP and two F4U's 

on Radar Picket Patrol. 
I852 General quartors for evening a l e r t . 
1854 Sugar Georgo operator roportod a "possiblo bogoy" at 240°(T), distanco' 15 

miles. This contact vas broadcast on T B S . 
1855 M A S S E I again reported bogey at "240°(T) - 12", Other ships s t i l l did not soo. 

Control "designated" on the target. 
1857 Bogey at 225°(T) - 7 milos. Other shipo picked'up bogoy. Visual 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of pianos v/as two Zckos^ one Val, one unidentified. Raid s p l i t 
I85S Yfent to speed 20 laaots. Two pianos closing; went to 30 knots. Friendly 

fighters present could not intercept'because of suddonnoss of approach and 
cloud cover which prevented sighting. Two Zokcs appeared to bo making run 
on port beam. Control and main battery on foiwrard (rigtit) piano, automatic 
weapons watching second plane, to l e f t 'of'and behind tho f i r s t piano. Tvro 
F4U's cane into l i n e of sight a t about 10,000 yard.s and f i r e had to bo • ' 
temporarily checkod u n t i l tlie enemy planes had approaohod to about 7000 yards, 
at which timo (I9OO) //I ms taken undor f i r o again by tho nain battory and 
shortly thoreaftor ijZ was taken undor fj.ro by tho automatics. Tho ship ms 
brought s l i g h t l y l e f t to koop t}ae pianos on tho beanO Plane //I ̂ ..continued 
to close to about 35OO yards vdien ho cut across plane #2is track. YJhon i t 7 
was seen- plane //I ms going to pass astern of tho ship, the main tottery "" 
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•DD778/A16-3 (092) / 3 7 f 

C O f l R D E N T L U 
Subject: Action Report - Okindv/n Gunto Operation, for poriod from"'2 M/\ * 

through 24 Juno 1945, 

6 June 1945 (continued) 

shifted f i r e to ptone #2 which had closed to 1200 yards hoadod for the bridge 
structure. At 9OO yards piano #2 changed course to right. The piano vras 
being h i t repeatedly with 20imn and 4Qiniii and i t s course -.as continually 
altered tovnrd the ship's stem. Piano.//2 missedestom and crashed about 
40 yards on the staiboard quartor. Plane #1 liad passed about I5CO yards astern 
and-was reported burning by tho afte r contiol o f f i c o r . Piano #1 vras thon 
taken under f i r o by SlODDiJlD .and crashed shortly thereafter on tho opposite 
side of tho formation at about, I902., P.ipnoo #3 and #4 i n the moanwhilo had 
crossed astom at about 30 mii'os. Tlan.i #3 now mado a fast approach on the . 
starboard side and ms taken under f i r o by GL'toTON or STCDDARD or both. 
Plane #3 splashed at about I903, Plrano #4 vras , tracked at about-- 12 miles 
, astem during the previous throe attacks c.iifl' iias nov/ sightod making a dive 
from about 5 miles on our starbo-ard quarter.: Ship vras swung right. Speed 
30 knots, ' Control vras coached on #4, a Zeko, by combat and tho lookouts, 
F4U's swooped dov/n to about 3OCO foot on tho starboard quarter and sorao of 
the automatic weapons f i r e d a few bursts at them before shifting f i r e to Zeko 
on tho same bearing, at about 4506 yards. At 3500 yards tho main battery 
opened f i r e and throe 5"/33 projectiles i n rapid succession burst beneath 
tho Zoke, The Zeko oxplodod i n flames and dove at about 70°"in a s p i r a l 
to crash 1200 - I5OO yards on tho IMSSEY'S starboard quarter, 

1910 A l l ships, reported tho area clear of unidentifiod planes, 
1923 Slov/ed to 15 knots. 
1925 .Radar Pickot Patrol and CAP dispatched to base; 
1932 Sugar Charlie picked up bogey "bearing 295°(T), distanco 11 milos". 

Information broadcast to other ships, 
1933 Sugar Charlie operator reported "Bogoy bearing 290°(T), distance 10 miles", 

closing - sovoral planes". Control coached on, 
1934 O T C changed course to 030° (T) thon to 050°(T) and changed speed to 20 knots" 

and to .25 knots. Control reported pianos as "Five Vals low on the mter", 
.Sugar George radar operator roportod tha raid nt 296°{T), distanco 9 miles, 
low and that the raid vras s p l i t t i n g . Two pianos (#3 end # 4 ) v/ore soon to 
detach themsolvos and start a run straight i n from about 7 milos, Ono piano 

. (#5) started to s k i r t tho formation to tho South, v/oaving and throatoning 
while tv/o pianos (#1 and #2) started to s k i r t tho formation to tho North, 
Control and tho nrain battory wcro placod on tho Northern group (forward) 
and oh tho most formrd plane,wtilo tho automatics tracked tho foUovdng 

. piano, 
1938 Main battory opened f i r e on loading plrano (//3) at 9000 yards, #3 closod to 

4000 yards and then tumod sharply to his l e f t to swing North and join the • 
other skdrting group, .Speed now 30 knots,. Plrano ,f4 closod to 4OGO yards 
and ms taken undor f i r o by the automatics of GUiXTOH and LI/uSSEI. Main 
battery shifted to #4, but f i r e v/as ineffective because of short range, 
UASSEI mnouverod to l e f t to keep plane on the beam. At about 5C0 yards the 
plrano (an Oscar) banked sharply to tho l e f t and made a suicido divo on the 
CIAXTON splashing about 10 grards from hor starboard Side amidships.-

1940 Passed vmidentifiod man i n water wearing l i f e jacket. Combat mado noto of 
this sighting. /Y-^ 

1941 CAP planes v/oro callod back to assi s t i n fighting off the oneny planes 
- 1 5 - I S 



Dr)778/AiV3 ( 092^ • 

'COflFlOiiNim ' ' 

Subject: Action Roport - OkLnim Gunto•Oporation, for poriod from 2 M A Y • 
through 24 Juno 19i(5. 

•6 June 1945 (continuod) 

s k i r t i n g tho formetion.to tho North. 
1941 MASSEI took over IFD net ropi-rts from GUXTOM. A bandit closed to 4 miles 

on 270°(T). At the some tinra a'bandit a', 060°(T) - 9 rxLles closed-to 065o(T) 
distsnco 7 miles (ebon.- C70° :'clativu), EASSEl' told dvSGU to.keep pianos 
clear. 10 miles to tho North 0 ' tho forma'ioin ILiSSEI opened f i r e on //2 at 

,065°CT), range 6OOO grards. burned br." ghtly upon being h i t early and 
crashed i n a shallow dive, ShDDDAPD dir. l-ii,iod assistance on this splash, 
VMle #2 was under f i r e , #3 smrtcd o alf w weaving run from 040°(T) - 10 ' 
kLlos. and combat alerted the imtor.atics to mtch hii.i. //3 closod to 5 rdlos, 
to 7500 yards at which timo control had "eased f i r i n g on #2, Fire vms shifted 

• to #3 at 6000 yards and the ar.toratics al so opened f i r e , //3 approached to 
about 4500 yards vAicn ho was a i t and smnll s.ircds of burning material'began 
to f a l l , #3 then turned away and f i r o vns checked at about 7OOO'yards, Tho 
plane sloived and loot a l t i t u d e as i t was tracked out to 12,000 yards, altitudo 
zero, and disappeared from a l l radar screens. One 5" director operator claimod 
to .eee a splash. V i s i b i l i t y -was vory limited and darlmoss was setting i n . 

• #5 plane opened to tho South then headed East up tho coast of Okinavn; turned 
. West, and vns'last seen bearing 275 (T) at 54 miles on course 250°(T), speod 

I5O) while night fighters wero being directed on him, 
2059 Secur'ed from General Quartern when' pianos had l e f t tho area. Ordered CAP 

and .Radar Picket . Patrol to j-etum to base, ' ' ' 
2117 Held quarters for muster; a l j . present or accounted for. Support craft, directed 

by the destroyer CiG plots, idckod up two men i n the vnter f i r s t sightod'by , 
MASSEY at 1940.- t ' • 

7 JVne 1945,. Meonri3o,.0312; Moonset I 6 0 9 . 

0302 General quarters for possible a i r attack, ' 
0321 Secured from general quarturj. when bogieS l o f t the area, . 
0630 General quarters for possiblo a i r attack. 
0715- Secured from general quarters as bogies cleared area, 
1200 Weather: 'clear, moderate vVini from 320°(T), li g h t soa from 310°(T), v i s . i b i l i t y 

very good, cloud cover 0 , 3 , , 
1314 General Quarters f o r possiblo a i r attaclc, 
1330 Secured from general quartors when bogey l e f t area, 
1402 Genoral quarters for possible a i r attack, 
1417 TMDS'/JORTH'relieved OLAXTON. UASSEI assumed OTG and guide. Formed column 

MASSEI #1, YlaDSVfORTII #2, and nTODa'iRD / / j , distance SOO ya.rds, ' • 
1428 Secured from general quarters as bogey cleared area, 
I84O General quarters for evening •vlert. 
1926 M/iSSEI reported bogoy "285°- 25 miles". Course changed to bring, bogoy on the 

•beam, • -
1929 MASSEI reported to YMDiTNORlH 'Bogey angels are 2^5, speed 2/(0". T/ADSl'roRTH 

vectored CAP, 
1930 WADS\'/ORTH reported sighting lovr on the vntor - a tvdn ongine plmo. Control 

Yorifiod, 7 y n / 
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•CONFlDENIiAl . ' ' 
SidjjQctj Action Roport Okiniva Gunto Operation, for poriod from £ M A Y ' 

through 24 June 1945.' 

7 Jimo 1945 (continued') 

1931 Ths plot was norgcd. 
1932 WADS'JORTH reported Tallyho from CAP. UASSEI control"ropoiafcod two engine 

• plane with two CAP on his t i l l had just dropped bomb, ̂ ^F'' 
• 1933 Increased speod to 20 knots, ^ . 

1934 CAP splashed ono tvdn engino bombur. This pLano flev/ 3000 yards completely 
• wrapped i n flames at altitude 50 foot and speed 240 bofisro crashing, 

1943 Fighters reported a NICK' en splash. ^X/' ' 
2245 High f l y i n g plane dropped windov/ 5OOO yards on port quarter, but did net close. 

8 June 1949. Moonriso 0345) Moonset 1821 ' 

1113. Relieved on station, proceodod to Keram-Rotto for fueH-'ani anmmitien, 
1200. Weatheri' Clear, moderate vdnd from'040°(T), l i g h t soa fron 040°(T)," 

v i s i b i l i t y very good, cloud cover 0,7. 

'9 June 1945 - Nov/ Moon -• Moonriso 0440; Moonsot 1928 
1200 . V/eather: Clear, l i g h t breeze from 110°(T), v i s i b i l i t y vory good, cloud 

cover 0,7, 

10 June 1945. . Moonriso 0530; Moonset 2031. 

0707 Underway and proceeded Kerama Retto to Haguishi Beach, 
1115 Received Fighter Directbr personnel en board for tcnporary duty on orders 

from ComiAirSupport Unit, 
1200 V/oathori Rain, Hght breeze from 130°(T), v i s i b i l i t y f a i r to poor, caiplotely 

overcast, :• 
••^913 General quarters for posrdble a i r attack, 
• 1959 Secured from genoral quarters when bogoy cleared tho area, 

11 June 1945 , Moonriso 062?; Moonsot 2129, 

1200 Weather: Clear, moderate breeze from L40°(T), v i s i b i l i t y good, cloud cover 
0 .8. 

1217 Underway and proceoding to relievo WADSV/DRIH on Radar Picket Station #9, 
1 5 1 8 Relieved YfADSV/ORTH as Fighter Director Ship on Radar Picket Station # 9 , 

ComDesRon 49 OTC i n PICKTMO. MASSEI on port quarter of PICKBIG i j * ' 
triangular formation, distance 190O yards. Patrol courses 030°(T) - 2 1 0 ° ( T ) 
at 15'knots. Four ICS support craft 3OOO yarda southwest of the destroyer 
track, CAP present, eight Corsairs; ' Tw6 Corsairs on Radar Pickot Patrol, 
Gonoyal Quarters for possible a i r attack. 
Bogey i d o n t i f i e d as C-54 By CAP, Secured from general quarters. Two 
fri e n d l y planes i d e n t i f i e d and directed to their base. 
General quarters for possible a i r attack. 

8:;^"v.,Interccption id e n t i f i e d friendly plane. Secured from general quarters, 
,•912 (XXL CAP and RadAr Pickot Potrol •departed for baso, Eecoivod CTF 3II8 ^ j-u, 

••.typhoon warning, . ' 1 1 
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•••rONFIOENTlAl , > > • . 

Subject; Action Report - OkLnavra Gunto Operation, for p.jriod from. £ M A Y 
through 24 Juno 1945. 

12 Juno 1945 Lloonrise O72I; Moonset 2221 

0230 A l l ships on Radar Picket Station #9 departed i n company for Hagushi Beach 
i n conpliance vrith CTF 3 I . 5 dispatch. toSSEI ordered to report to CTG 3 1 . 5 . 

0559 Received orders over TBS from ComDesRon 24 tc rendezvous vdth IX'ZlLin: and •. 
7/ALKE outside Hagunhi Trirsperb Area at O7OO Item, 

0700 Arrived at rendezvous '.n-l proceeded i n company,to Radar Picket S t - t i e r #9, 
ILVSSEY took statfon astern of AlITHONY and aesumed Fighter Direction iA-.ty. • 

1050 /.rrivcd on st-ation. No .support craft on station, Eig.it Corsairs on CAP 
and tvro on Radar Picket totrel, 

1150 General quarters for-poseible a i r attack- ' ' 
1200 Y7ea.ther:, Light'min, moderate-wind from :j'f{T), s l i g h t sea from 175 (T), • 

v i s i b i l i t y poor, completely ovbrcast, 
1217 Secured from genoral quarters'v/hen-piano id'-htifiod as a 0-94 by CAP, 
1417 ICS 117 (SOP support craft) LCS 12, and 103 129 reported Tor duty and were . 

. stationed 2000 yards to southwest, 

13 Juno 1945. Moonrise 0G20; Moonsot 23O7, 

1200 Weather; Clearing, broken clouds 0 . 7 , moderate breeze and sli g h t s oa from 
1D0°(T), v i s i b i l i t y good. 

14 June 1945. Moonriso 0920; Moonset 2346. 

0740 General- quarters f o r possible a i r attack; secured -when CAP id-jntificd bogoy 
as a TBF. 

0940 General quarters f o r possible a i r attack; secured vdien CfiP identified bogoy 
as^ f r i e n d l y PBM,' 

. 1131 General quartors f o r pogoiblo a i r attack; secured vhon single high bogoy 
l e f t area, " ' • . 

1200 'Weather: Clear, frosh breozo and slight cca from 1!30°(T), v i s i b i l i t y vory 
good, cloud cover 0 ,3* 

15 Juno 1945 Moonri.30 lOlG; Moonset 0004 • 

OG52 Relles/ed on station by GABIAED, proceeded to Keraraa Rotto on orders from 
• CTG 3 1 . 5 . - • • 

• 1200 Weather: Clear, fresh breeze and sli g h t soa from 130°(T), v i s i b i l i t y vory 
good, cloud cover 0 . 3 , 

• 16 Juno 1945. Moonriso 1113; lioonsot C022 
'V ' F i r s t Quarter. 

1200 Yfeather: l i g h t rain, Uglrt breeze from 190° (T)^ v i s i b i l i t y vory good, cloud 
cover- 0 .5 , 

17 June 1945 

1200 Weather: 
0 . 7 . 
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• G O M T l A i ; • • 
Subject: Action Report - Okinawc. Gunto Operation, for poriod . n waV 

through 24 J-one 1945. . 
18 June 1945 Hoorxise 1258; Moonset 0127 
0754 •• Undorway for Hagushi Doach undor orders fron CTG 31.5. 
1200 Weather: Gloar, frosh breeze fron 230°(T), good v i s i b i l i t y , cloud cover 0,3, 
2000 General Quarters for possible a i r attaok. Made snoko as directod, 
2017 Seoured fron general quartors as onony plcjaos l e f t area. 

19 Juno 19A5 I'oorriso r.347; Moonset 0158; 
1200 Woatlior: Cloar,nodoTato toeose fron 250°(T), curiavo visibilitv good, bigf 

• oa-or.,ngt.. 

20 Juno D9A5 J/oonriso 1439; Moonsot 0230. 
1200 Weather; Clear, noderato bioeze ikon 250'"''.'ir), v i s b i l i t y vory good, cloud 

cover 0.8, 

21 June 1945 . r.oonriso 1531; Moonsot 0230. 
0420 UndoCTjay and Joined transport Aii screar.,. 
1007 MASSEI and BOYD proceodod to Kerana Retto for fuol. 
1200 Weather: Clear, l i g h t breozo and s l i g h t soa fron 3 4 0 ° ( T), surfaco v i s b i l i t y 

very good, cloud cover 0.7. 
1440 Received orders fron CTG 31.5 to prococd to Radar Pickot Station #15 by ono 

hour before sunset and roliovo WILL/JRD KEITH. 
.1750 Joined Pickot Station #15 group and took up station # 4 of CDS 2 4 cruising 

disposition, YJ-miOHY (CDS 24) i n #1, DYSON (Fightor Director Ship) #2, and 
WILL/JID KEITH i n #3 of a dlonond fomation with /JfTKOHY loading'and 1000 
yards botuoen adjacent ships. 

2132 General quarters for possiblo a i r attack; secured when piano uas i d e n t i f i e d 
as friendly, 

2138 Genoral quartors for possiblo a i r attack. Nunorous raids closod. tho 
fomation for tho ensuing four hour poriod, but no attacks yore mdq and f i r o 
Kas TTithhold, 

22 Juno 1945_ Moonriso 1614; Moonsot O303. 
0230 Secured fron gcnorai quarters,•• 
0310 WILL/Jd) KEITH l o f t tho fomation and M/.SSDY assunod station #3. 
0550 -A GAP of 13 Corsairs and a Radar Pickot Patrol of two Corsairs roportod for 

• divty on station, 
0625 Threo additional CAP roportrad for duty. 
.0749 General quarters for possible a i r attack. Bogires approaching fron North i n 

nany subJI groups and ono largo group of about 16 pianos. GAP divided into 
1' two groups of oight pianos each T/ith DYSON controlling ono group and MASSEY 
I controlling othor group. About 15 raids cone in,with about 4 0 pianos i n a l l . 

CAP roportod splashing twonty-nino planes and none reached tho ships on 
station #15, CTF 31 sont a "woll dono" to tho ships and pianos on Radar 
Picket Stations #l5 and #l6o 

0905 • Area clear of onony pianos. ; 
0925 Secured fron gonoral qiiartors. 
1155 CAP reducod to oight Corsairs 
1200 Woathor: Gloar, l i g h t broozo and slight soa fron 330°(T), v i s i b i l i t y good, 

cloud cover 0,6, 
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Action Report - Okimvia Gunto Operation, for period • 2 M A Y 
through 2'4 June . 1945, 

Subject: 

22 June 1945 (continuod) 

1839 toSSEI .notified by DYSCN of PBM picket being established to Northoast,:-
2135 Checked cominunication v/ith PDM picket, v/lri vns on station,-

. 2225 - Gonoral quarters for possible a i r attack, 
2235 PBM pickot reported "Bogey 070°(T) - 21" from group.-
2238 Three raids passed eight to seventeen miles to V/est of group v/ith night 

fighter follov/ing them, 
2243 Observed night fighter shoot dov/n piano to South, 
2253 Several b r i l l i a n t -vdndo-w bombs b-ur-st about . 12 miles to South i n v i c i n i t y 

of the enomy planes, Eadar picked up v/indow at this position. Night 
• f i g h t e r shot dovna another pl a i e , 

2346 Secured from general quarters, 

'23 June 1945. . Moonrise 1718; Moonset 0340. 

0600 Secured guard on PBM pickot plane to Northeast, 
0645 0,1? of eight Corsairs and Radar Picket Patrdof tvro Corsairs reported f o r 

duty on station, 
0705 General quarters for possiblo a i r attack, 
0717 .Secured from genoral quarters vdien a l l planes cleared aroa, ' 
1200 .Weather: 'Clear, moderate breeze and sli g h t sea from 200°(T), v i s i b i l i t y 

very good, cloud cover 0,6, 
1515 Rolieved on station; proceeded i n company vi Y- -dlTlDNY to Korama Rotto. 

Transferred fighter director team to BRC'll-I. 
2007 Anchored, 'Received orders to report to CTU 31.29.19 (ComDosRon 24, Captai 

E.W. Young, USN) for duty and to depart Ol-dna-wa at I7OO Item, 24 Juno 1945 
for Leyte, P.I, -in company v/ith TU 31.29.19. 

- 24 Juno 1945, Moonriso 1814; Moonsot 0420 

0643 Underway and proceodod to Hagushi Beach. -
1200 Weather: "Clear, fresh breeze from 200°(T), v i s i b i l i t y very good, cloud 

covor 0,5. 
1652 Underway on signal from CTU 31.29,19 and formod"column v/ith other ships 

- of task unit enroute to San Podro Day, Loyto, P,I, 

-20-
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; C O N F I D E N M " , 
Subject: Aotion Report Oldnaua Gunto Oporations, for poriod 2 M A Y to 

24 June 1945a 

ORDiWGE • 

A, Perfomanoe of own ordnance material and oqutpmont, 

(a) During t h i s nran-ecdgn i n the x-eriod toy 2 to lUue 2/.., yhI3.e on pic Vet duty, 
tha MASSEY e-cpende . aTiiuniticn as fcliowJ r 

5"/38 AA-Common. Pik FuEj " 280 roundo 
5 "As -AA Commoii, Spec:' a l Fuze - 734 i"ounds 
5"/38 Smokoiess Povrder SPDN 6740 - 574 xounds 
5"/38 Flashloos Powder SPDN 6,940 - 430 xounds 
4OMM 4275 roonds 
2CtM 6150 rnir-ds 

(b) F i r e d i s c i p l i n e rra.3 excellent. A few LOXl end 20MiI bursts v/ers f i r e d at 
-friendly fighters during the heat of raDule and i n molQcs, but i n cauh 
instance gunnors r/oro checkod or checkod f i r e of their om accord before 
any damage was done to ftlondly pianos, Gommunloaticns functioned 
normally and wore very good i n gonerolo Radar control rras used forihe 
majority of f i r i n g and was gonorally very satisfactory. Howovcry optical 
was found the most e f f i c i e n t i n combatting nultiplb day l i g h t attacks 
closo i n . Tho director was coached by Combat on a l l targoto at long 

• • • rango using targot designation syston, and Combat gave a good account of 
i t s o l f i n bringing the director on, oven at short rango r/ith Ltultipla 
targets, especially at night. In the daytime, however, there was no 
substitute for good lookout assistance. A l s o ' i t was noted that with tho 
continuous swoop nocossary for fightor director operation, whon the 
Fighter Director Team was on board, the efficiency of tho targot dosigna-
t i o n with ths iOc 10 droppod considerably, ospocially while the ship was 
changing courso, even r.hon anticipating change i n rolativo bearing duo 
to •course change. Tho gunnery during this crmpaign rras considered as 
being gonorally quite offootivo, as this ship claims s i x unassisted k i l l o 
and throo assists on k i l l s for tho poriod. I t was gonorally oonsidoqod 
by this command that opening f i r e at targets at long ranges or at high 
altitudes at night rras poor practice. For i n each instance when such 
was done, tha plane concerned either took quick evasive action, resulting 
i n impcssiblo problem, for the firirqg s h i j or soomod to- use tho flash to 

• • homo on tho firing"ship. 

(0) The percentage of duds and pramaturos i n special iuzod projectiles was 
considered normal during aotion but lator proved to bo rather high i n 
test f i r i n g (41^ effective) for Mk 40 fuzod ammunition received at objeo-
-tivo as .roplacoment for o r i g i n a l loading of Mk 53 fuzod emmunition. 

(d) No training dcfLciencios wero noted i n combat, othor than possibly the 
greenness i n combatting suicido attack mothods at f i r s t . I t i s belioved 
that i f on AA practico that would noro closoly sinulato suicido attacks 
could bo davelopod i t rroul'd matoilally aid i n tho training of personnel^ 
pa r t i c u l a r l y lookouts and Mk 51 dirootor crows. Drone practices using ^ 
tho SEiall drones ore bolipvod to bo tho onmror to part of t h i s problem, ' 
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CONFIDENmi • 

Subjoctj Action RoPort 
24 Juno 1945. 

PAKT IV 
ORDN/JfCB (Oont'dl 

B, Porfomance of oneny •ordnanco n a t e r i a l . 

This yossol was not 6 ̂ nagod by onony action, Tho use of phosphorous bonbs 
which, exploded at about lODO foot altitude on sevoral occasions was noted. 
On one occasion while anchored near edge of moko screen at Kigushi wa had 
a near niss by a phosphorous boub, Tho pattern of burning particles was 
about 500 foot i n disxiotcr nnd odgo of pr-.ttorn missed ship about 20 foot, 
Thoro was a high'density of burniiig particlos and i t i s oStinatod that such 
a bomb bursting reasonably closo ovorhoad would produce at least SO^ 
casualties to exposed personnel. On the night of Juno 22, sovoral "window" 
bonbs wore observed narked by a bright rod, wliito and groen pyrotechnlo 
display. This typo vdndow porsictod about twenty ninutos nnd was quite 
b r i l l i a n t , . . 

PART V 

A* Battle damage to own unitsj 

1, Tho MASSEY suffered no n a t o r i a l or porsonnol damage as tho rosult of 
onony aotion i n th i s ocnpaign, 

B, Battle damage to enomy units, 

1-, Rixing t h i s campaign tho M4SSEY succossfully defended herself against 
a number of attacks, accounting for s i x Japanese planes unassisted and 
throe assisted, a l l of which aro considered "stiros". In addition, she 
has f i r e d at othor planes which woro tumod away by gunfire and at othorfl 
which wore splabhfd by other ships and groups of ships. At night MASSEY 
waited for a good solution before opening up on a targot*, . • 

?m VI 
SPECIAL com^MTs m iwommm 

(No comments on subjects A thrcaigh 0 since thoy are not applicailo to 
. t h i s report).. 

Combat Information Center, "' 

a. In general the performance of both oquipnont and porsonnol In CIC 
were satisfactory, Tho personnol showed to advantage training and 
exporianoe gained i n working rdth tha escort carrier group for tho 
two month poriod prior to duty as a radar picket; Early dotection and 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of a i r c r a f t was comraon and much orodit must bo given our 
"BM 'oquipmont which many timos shov/ed ftiondly indications long before 
eimiiar oquipnont on other ships, 7*/^ 

• U.S.S. MASSBY (DD-778) '/P 
V 4 

- Okinawa Gunto Oporations, for poriod p MAY ^° 
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m m m m i ',.;' 

Subject: Action Report - Okinawa"Gunto Oporations, for poriod .B MAY to 
24 Juno i945. 

PART VI 
SPECIAL GOMMEmS AND IMFOmtATION (Cont'd) 

' C2) (a) Tracking was f a i r only. In gonoral bogios Noro fl y i n g so low that 
thoy woro not dotoctod u n t i l at a vory short (15-20 nilos) rango. 
During tho few- r X ds wlii.ch wore dov-nctod at fron 40 to 60 n i l o s troc'.cLng 
was fcdr, 

• (b) A i r and surface search, poor eh 'udru-s gave satisfactory porfomancos. 
Pianos woro fi-oqusntly dchcctof at vzayca cf over 75 nilos on tho SG-4 
and very ofton at fron 30-AO r i l o s on iho SG-1, The SG-1 was oxtrraaely 
useful i n the sooioh and tracking, c--" row fly?Jig boglos and ASP pianos, 

(0) Firo control and targot designation was Iiaradicuppod duo to tine log 
• inherent i n tho t.Ik 10 system. Confusion was ofton oxporioncod i n 
coaching control on to tho propor targot 7 p a r t i c u l a r l y whon target 
was dotoctod on tho SC-4 radar only. I t i s f o l t that much hotter results 
would havo boon aohiovod had there boon a VF procision PPI i n CIO,. 
P a r t i c u l a r l y during the period when this ship acted as fightor director, 
was the target designation problem increased, Tho necossity for con­
stant sweeping for fighter direction caused confusion and d i f f i c u l t y 
i n accuratoly and quicJcly coaching gun control on to propor close targot, 
TldLs is'tho most serious problom confronting our type ship and w i l l not 
be lessened u n t i l a VF or additional radar i s i n s t a l l o d . This applies 
especially when.ship i s acting as fighter director. Transfer of targets 
fron SC-4 radar to Mk 12 radar was oxoollont at longer rahgos, averaging 
loss than 15 seconds. A i r targots v/oro consistently transferred"to 
MIc 12 radar at 50,000 yards, 

(d) No shoro bombardment, 

(o) Navigation, Tho SG-1 was extremely useful and accurate as a 
navigational aid. Land ochoos at ranges of 20 to 40 milos wore comon-
placo and provided quick and accurate navigational fi x o s , 

(f) During the period v/hen thi s ship operated v/ith-tho escort carriors-
tho SG-1 was extonsivoly used as an aid i n station keeping, A woll 
kept summary plot was also a groat aid i n t h i s , . I f anything almost 
too much dopendenoe i s put on tho surface soarch •rac'ar as a station 

• keeping a i d . This situation can be ronodlod by a gain and sea-return 
control on the bridge remote PPI which v/e hope to i n s t a l l as soon as 
possiblo. 

(g) Composition of 'fcargots was accuratoly oatimated by pip siza and. 
•vy i n i t i a l ranges, Thifl " a p p l i o 3 to a i r a.s wCl.cs surfaco targots. 

(3)Ta£ SC'l radar has been colibratr-d no t/iat the timo-base- l i n o Just 
breajcs whou tho counter-is at tho proper rango. This has enabled 
operators to obtain accurate rangos more rapidly and consistently 

• than whon using the pip drop method, 
-23-
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Subject* Aotion Report - Okinawa Gunto Oporations, for period QTMiiarch to 
2A Jme 1945. 

P/LKT V I 

• SPECIAL COto/aiTS AND im-WOnON (Cont^dV 
•(4)lPF perfomanoe. Our M was excallont, . Wo exporionood the usual d i f f ­

i c u l t y with PBII's and TBU's but usuoU.y'on doubtful targets our BM 
results wero bott r than thoso of othor chips working with us, including 
• CVE's, 

(5) Tbo porfomanoo was orretic at boat. I t was nocossary too nany tinoa 
for the SG operator to chock a targotto idontificration with tho SC 
oporator, 

' . • 

(6) CIC Comnunications, Internal connmicatlons wore good, Noiso lov o l 
• was extronoly low, S/P c i r c u i t s woro ueod throughout with surfaco and 

o l r search rndar c i r c u i t s opcasionolly crossed as tho situation docanded« 
(7) Extemal Connunifeations, A l l voico c i r c u i t s woro handled i n CIC during 

both conditions watches and gonoral quartors. A l l nocossary c i r c u i t s 
woro monitored and noiso l o v o l , p r r t i c u l a r l y daring gonoral quartors, 
was roducod to a mininum, Porfomanco of tho various radios was 
gonorally oxcollont, d i f f i c u l t y boing cxporioiacod only on tho MN nnd ono 
timo on the TBS, That occurred during a poriod of oxtonsive f i r i n g and 
was almost immodiatoly corrocted, 

c, Sieiny deception oonsistod sololy of oxtonsivo use of window. Window 
• was generally dropped i n small batches and while f i r s t appoaring to bo 
a targot l i t t l o d i f f i c u l t y was oxporioncod by our oporrators i n con-

. eluding i t was window. As far as wo wero concomod offectivonoss of the 
enemyuse of window was almost nogllgiblo, 

D,2 Ccaanunioations, 

a. Radio comnunications normal and satisfactory oxcopt for following; 

(1) CW c i r c u i t s at Oldnawa wore Co jammod wdth urgent and OP t r a f f i c 
that radar pickot ships could not got tho roquirod routino roports 
on tho a i r vrithout Jacking thon up to OP, 

(2) Mich extra "work for coding board i n brooking duplioato mossagos • 
on fox c i r c u i t s with difforont hoadings and dato tii.io groups, 

(3) Inordinate dolayo on voico c i r c u i t s whon ontoring port fop roplon--
ichment and requesting f u e l , rmmimition, rnd borJ-.h assignments. 
Delays of ono to four hours custonaidly oxporionood, Tho Corxrandlng 
Officor BOOB no roacon why ntaff du-I;y uffioorp should not answor 
Buch routino roquosts within fivu nlnuton, 

(4) Misuse of floot common t y small tressoln i n port. Circuit blockod 7 y'>' 
by r i b a l d comments, obsconity, sonsoless olnttor and oztremely 
poor recording, 

-24-
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SubjGotJ . Aotion Roport - Okinawa Gunto Oporations, for poriod .0 MAY '"to 
. 24 Juno 1945. . 

PAIS VI 
SPECIAL COtoffiMTS ARID INFOItt.IATION (Contto), 

Use of snoko, osnouflago, docoption, 

Tho only occasion whon snoko was used was at anchor during night enony 
air attokoa at Hagushi Ecach Transport Anohorngo, Use of snoko by snoko 
boats to covor onchorod ships at night was highly offootivo, Tb.o Todd 
. typo •saoke gonorator installed in this ship turns 4.OO gallons fog o i l 
per hour and is dosignod for tc.clical uro. It is not suitable for ehiold-
ing on onchorago duo to tho hd.gh rate ef oonouraption and tho oxoosslvo 
hont dovolopod aftor prolongocl oporr.tion vith oonooquont flashing and 
burning, 

D«4« Navigation, 

SG-1 radar was of assistanoe in obtaining rough fixos up to forty nilos 
off shore. Loron oquipoont wara of l i t t l o valuo. booauso of tho oxtrono 
ranges nooosscry, 

D.5. Engineering, 

Tho porfomanco of tho ohginooring depnrtnont for tho poriod was oxoollont. 
Despite tho nony omcrgonoy spood ohcjigos in aotion and the aoconpanying 
strain on tho onginocring plant nnd porsonnol, thoro was no broakdown̂  
which lossenod the nilitary offioionoy of tho ship during tho entire 
oporatihg-period, , ' 

D,6, Supply, 

The Supply Doportmont funotionod with its usual' high s-tandord of of fioion­
oy during tho entiro poriod. 

The health of tho officers and crow was oxcollont during tho ontiro 
operating poriod. Rescued porsonnol recoivod prompt and proper nodiool 
'attention whon brought aboard. Thoro wore no porsonnol casucltios aboard 

D,7, Modiool, 

tho MASSEY, 

Special Eoaturoa, 

P. 
No oomnents, 

No oonnonts^ 
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Subject: Aotion.Report - OkinaiTa Gunto Oporations, for poriod n I'lflV-'TOtD • 
24 June 1945. ' '^^^^ 

PART VII 
PERGONI®L PERFORU/RGE AND C/RUmiES 

1. There were no porsonnol caffuoltios sufforod i n this vossol during tho poriod 
covorod by t h i s roport, 

2, Tho porsonnol performonca vras oxcoDlont throughout tho poriod of t h i s roport. 
This campaign was tho f i r s t cotion i n which t h i s sliip has participatod end 
tho rosuits of tho intonsivo training given tho crow during a o-urtailod 
shakodown and training period woro grutdjj-ingo The untried crow not a 
fanatical enemy and bested hin by irt o j l i g o u c e , toanwork, and courage, Evory 
o f f i c o r and nan did his'duty, Autoiva.tir. g\Uinors end lookouts displayed 
connandablo coolness on thrco occasions "y. continuing f i r o and by reporting 
other oneny"aircraft i n v i c i n i t y ovon thougii a suicidor appoarod to bo 
hoaded for a crash on their station. The courage'of tho gunnors i n .contin­
uing f i r e paid off i n destruction of tho onony, Thoro woro no instances 
of personnel jumping overboard or running from station, 

P;jU? VIII 

1, Lessons Locmod. 
(a) Without good dootrlno 2CMi guns w i l l invariably run out of anaunition 

at t h e i r most effective range, 

(b) Suicide planes heavily danaged but not splabhod i v i l l frequently niss 
astom i f ship has high speed end keeps attc.cldng piano on boon, 

(o) Free exchange of i n f omation by a l l ships of radar picket group highly 
dosireablo, Sovoral radrras are hotter than ono, 

•(d) 5 " VT ennunition i s effective, 

2, Co'nclusions and Reoomnondat^ong, 

(a) Close conoentration of pickot ships ( 8 0 0 - 1 0 0 0 yards) reconnondod, 

(b) Radar pickets should havo maxinun speed avnilcblo, 

(o) lacrease spoed osrly enough to avoid onorgonoy bells and koop stacks 
cloor, 

(d) Novor l o t a suicido piano attaok from quarter or stem. Turn early, 
, Koop hin on the boon, Evon-d novioo p i l o t can h i t a destroyor coning 
. i n from the atom whoro fir o ' povrar i a least, noxinun targot i n depth 

i s prosentod, and where thoro i s no problom of oourso corrootion, 

(e) ' Furnish radar pickot destroyers with a zord.th searching radar. There 
i s absolutely no dofonse a c ^ n s t the stoop divo coming out of a fcrur ' ̂  
thousand foot oloud with no previous warning, ' 
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I; • ^GOflFlDENTlAL 

Subjootl Aotion Roport - Okinav/a Gunto Oporations, for poriod* 2uhY '' "to 
24 Juno 1945. 

PART vni 

Zf Conclusions and Rocomnondations (Cont'd). • 

(f) Furnish pickot groups v/ith a CAP Inrjo enough to brook up probable 
attack groups and so provont the pickets fron boing ovorv/holnod by 
sheer muabers, 

(g) Whonovor possiblo hold daily recognition training, • 

• (h) This Connonding Officor found thab v/orring 5JW phono during "aotion had 
advantagos of speed and c l a r i t y for outv/oighing the nuisance factor. 
Phones wore kept plugged i i i 'at e l l tir.ios,' Regular 5JW talkor bnokod 
up c i r c u i t and passed appropriato info to tho Offioor-of-tho-Dook, 

(i) Pickot dostroyprs should havo a clear voico t a c t i c a l oircuit oithor 
TBS or a spare VHF frequoncy, MN and MAN not satis factory duo to 
intorforonco from othor stations, M p a r t i c u l r r l y bed, stations 
continuously broadonsting from U l i t l i i and Loyto v/ould frequently block 
our MN reooivor at Okinawa, "iiThon pickets aro within TBS range of other 
groups tho TBS i s not satisfactory for a t a c t i c a l c i r c u i t , 

. ii) Whon target rosponsibility i s i n doubt tho OTC should issue orjely 
instructions by voico. This i s gonorclly applicable only at night. 

G. W. AIDRIGH, 

••a. I 

1 
\ 
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Eeferencet 

Biclosurea: 

The 
The 

(2 

a; 

23 June 1945 

Conmanding Officer. 
Commander in Chief, United States Fleet, • 
Ccnmander Task Unit 31.5. 
Commander Task Force 31. 
CcTOEander Third Fleet. 
Ccmmander in Chief, United States Pacifio Fleet, 
•Pacific Ocean Area, 

Anti-Aircraft Action on Radar Picket Station #9, Ctdnawa, 
report of. 

PacFltConf. Itr lCL-45. 
b) U.S. Navy Regulations, 1920, Art, 712, S74(6), 

CcmdnCh l t r . ser. 7152, dated 29 October 1943. 
Aimv 176 of 1943. 
AlHavy215 of 1944. as 

(A) Anti-Aircraft Action Report 
6 June 1945*. 

(B) Anti-Aircraft Action Report 
6 June 1945. 

(G) Anti-Aircraft Action Report 
6 June'1945. 

(D) Anti-Aircraft Action Report 
6 June 1945. 

USS MASSET at 1901Jtem, 

USS MASSET at 1904 Item, 

USS 1[ASSET at 1939 Item, 

USS MASSET at 1944 Item, 

USS MASSET at 1947 Item, • (E) Anti-Aircraft Action Report 
6 June 1945, 

CF) Sketch of Phase I of Air Attacks on Radar Picket Station 
#9 Group, . 

(G) Sketch of Phase II of Air Attacks on Radar Picket Station 
#9 Group. 

1, IkLclosures (A) through (G) are submitted herewith in 
accordance with references (a) through (e), 

2, • The following report of anti-aircraft action on Radar 
Picket Station #9 Southfrest of CMnawa and Kerama Retto is the best 
information that could be collected from observations on the MASSET, both 
topside and in Combat, and in tha Plotting Room, Althovigh there nay be 
a few inaccuracies and emissions, such as definite relative positioning 
of ships at times and of failure to account for gun fire of the other 
ships, i t - i s considered that the data submitted gives a reasonably accurate 
account of what took place, especially as to tracks and tactics of planes. 



U . S . S . M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

DD77e/ll6-2QOf; 13 June 1945. 7e/il6-^gg^ 

• c o f i F i o e i i i a 
Subject: Anti-Aircraft Action on Radar Picket Station #9, CMnawa, 

• report of. 

No attempt has been made to outline f i r i n g of other ships i n the group, ag 
during each attack cmr personnel were kept well occupied i n directing our 
own f i r e and accounting f o r enemy a i r c r a f t which vas on several instances 

• intermingled with frien d l y . 

3. • On the evening of 6 June 1945 the U.S.S. CLAJJIDN (DD-571), 
the U.S.S. STODD.ARD (DD-566), and the U.S.S. VASSPI were patrolling as • 
radar pickets on Radar Pickot Station #9 about 50 miles Southwest of Okinawa; 
CLAXTON was.Fighter Director ship and OTC. Support craft present woro LCS 
117 (SOP of group), LCS 85, LCS 95, and LCS 123. Destroyers vrere evenly 
spaced on 1000 yard diameter c i r c l e , axis 3 3 0 ° ( T ) patrolling on course 3 3 0 ° -
150°(T) through station. Support craft (4 LCS) patrolling on p a r a l l e l course 
approximtely 4000 yards to Southeast. CAP present four (4) F-4-U fighters-
and two (2) F-4-U fighters as Radar Pickot Patrol. During the day there 
had been several a l e r t s , but none of the enemy pl.'inos had olocod vdtidn 
gun range. Vfeathcr vrao clear, v i o i b i J i t y good, with a alight haze, d:y was 
broken vdth c e i l i n g about'3,000 feet to unlimited and a low fringe of 
broken clouds present at various points a l l around, sea was average, about 
2, wind about 10 knots from 3 2 0 ° . The sun -was low and visible.on the horizon. • 

HIASE I 

At 1852 this ship v/ent to (ksnoral Quarters for evening a l e r t . At 1854 
the Sugar George operator reported a "possible bogey" on bearing 240°(T) -
distance, 15 miles. This infornation was relayed inmediately to the other 
ships i n company. At- 1S55 MASSET reported again, bogey at "240°(T) - 12". 
-Other shiips s t i l l dia not see, "Control" was "designated" on target. At 1857 
bogey was at 225°(T) - 7 miles and a l l ships picked i t up.' Visually i d e n t i f i e d 
as Zekes and Valand other unidentified type. Raid appeared to bo s p l i t t i n g 
up. At 1858 went to speed 20 knots - 2 pianos closing; v/ent to 30 knots. 
Intercept planes wero present but. v/ere not i n position to make interception 
becaus.e of short notice and great d i f f i c u l t y of spotting i n low lying cloud 
fringe. Two Zekes appeared to be malcing run on port beam. Control and main 
battery on forv/ard (right) plane, automatic v/eanons watching second to l e f t of 
and behind f i r s t plane. Two F4U's came into line of sight at about 10,0(X) 
yards and f i r e had to be temporarily vdthheld u n t i l planes had approached to 
7;000 yards at which time (1900-1) plane #1 (forward plane) was taken under 
f i r e with main battery and #2 shortly thereafter by automatics. Ship was 
brought s l i g h t l y l o f t to keep planes on port boom. Plane #1 continued run to' 
about 3500 yards v/hen he cut across plane //2'3 track. As i t became evident that 

-.4 • . i . o . A - A . o - . - l 
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13 June 1945 

Anti-Aircraft Action on Radar Picket Station #9, CMna-wa, 
report of. 

plane #1 -was going to passrastern of ship, f i r e of main battery was shifted 
to plane #2,-which had now closed-to'1200 yards headed for the bridge 
structure. At 900 yards plane-#2 changed course to make suicide crash amid­
ships. Plane was being h i t by 40111 and 2ai{ and courso continued to al t e r to­
ward stem. Plane #2 crossed very close astem at about 15 feet altitude and 
crashed vdthin 40 yards of starboard quarter. -Plane #1 crossed astem of 
this ship at distance of about 1,'5C0 yards and v/as reported as burning then 
by after control o f f i c e r . Plane #1 vras taken under f i r e by STQDD/iRD and crash­
ed shortly thereafter on opposite side of formtion at about 1902 I , During . 
the time these planes were under f i r e ffl and #4 planes tod crossed astem of 
the formation at approximately 10 miles to make an attack from opposite side, • 
#3. nade a fast run i n from starboard side and vras -taken under f i r e by 
CLAXTON or STODDARD, or both, to splash just to starboard of the opening be­
tween the CLAXTON and STODDARD at about 1903 I . iDiSSEY did not shoot at t h i s 
plane. VMle the pre-vious three planes v/ere v/orking attacks from both sides, 
#4 tod at f i r s t stayed out at about 12 miles on our stem, then vras tracked 
by Combat as he moved i n to 5 miles on our starboard quarter (145 r e l a t i v e ) . 
#4j a Zeke,. started a run just before #3 was sjiished and Control was quickly 
coached on by Combat and lookouts topside and courso v/as changed to bring 
the plane on. the starboard beam. Corsairs came over low on our starboard 
quarter at about 3000 feet and automatic weapons f i r e d several bursts at 
them, then were stopped and shifted to the enemy plane at about 4500 yards, 
as i t dived. (19041). At 3500 yards tho main battery opened up, three SVSS 
shells i n rapid succession exploded beneath the Zeke making the run and i t 
b-urst into flames, v/ent out of control, and dove i n a l e f t s p i r a l at an 
angle'of about-70° to crash i n the water about 1200-1500 yards on the 
starboard quarter, AA f i r e of ships accounted for four out of four planes 
on t h i s r a i d . 

Just prior to the r a i d a ship i n another picket station reported Vals. 
with American markings making an attack on him. This word was passed to 
gunnery stations; automatic weapons, temporarily^in the poor l i g h t , mistook 
the two- Corsairs f o r possible attacking "Graces". Since they came i n from 
the direction from v/hich the fourth at-tack was reported to be closing -
they thought them to possibly be other at-tacking enemy planes. 

At about I9IDI screens of a l l ships v/ere reported clear of a l l 
unidentified planes. At 1923 slowed to 15 knots. At 19251 Radar Picket 
Patr o l planes and remaining division of CAP wero dispatched to base; no 
.CAP present. 
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DD778/A16-3 13 June 1945 

Subject: Anti-Aircraft action on Radar Picket Station #9, OkinaTO, 
report of. 

PHASE I I 

At 19321 HASSEI SO radar picked up bogey "bearing 295°(T), distance i 
11 miles" and reported to other ships; then "bearing 290°(T), distance 10 
miles, closing - several planes". Control was coached on innediately. 
At 19341 OTO changed speed to 20, then 25 knots, and changed course to 
030°(T), then 0 5 0 ° ( T ) . Control i d e n t i f i e d planes as "5 Vals - low on water", ; 
SG radar reported "296°(T), distance 9 miles low". SG radar reported 
that planes were s p l i t t i n g into two groups or more. Two planes (#3 Etnd #4) 
were seen to detach themselves from others and start run straight i n from 
'about 7 miles, meanwhile a single plane (#5), started on a sk i r t of fomation 
to .South, weaving and threatening, and another group (#1 and #2) .started to 
s k i r t formation to North, Control and main battery wore placed on Northern 
(forward) one of two attackers maldng run, and automatic weapons on second one 
following. At 19381 HASSEI oponed.fira vdih main battery on lending-plane at 
9,000 yards. Planes came straight i n u n t i l at about 4,000 yards tha leading 
plane C#3) turned sharply to his l o f t and -went North to f a l l i n behind other 
planes s k i r t i n g formation. Speod 30 knots. L'.eanwhilo- (#4) tod closed to 
4000 yards where automatics of UASSEI and CLAXTON had taken hin undor f i r e , I 
Uoin battery was shifted quickly to #4 but f i r e was ineffective because of 
close range, HASSEI maneuvered to right to koop planes on beam. At about 
500 yards plane (an Oscar) bankod' sharply to l o f t and made divo on CLAXTON, 
ahead, splaslving i n water about 10 yards fron hor starboard side amidships 
at about 19411. CAP pianos were called back to assist i n fighting off attack 
as i t skirted formation about 10 miles North. CLAXTON IFD radio developed 
trouble and HASSEI -took over IFD net reports for group. At 19411 bogey to tha 

n065°(T) - 7 miles" (about 070°relative). HASSEI t o l d CASGU to keep planes 
clear-10 miles to North of formation, as i t -was seen that the raid was closing 
fast and the CAP might get i n the l i n o of f i r e . Plane started straight i n 
on starboard beam i n shalloTr dive, HASSEI opened f i r e at 6,000 yards. 
The bogey was h i t early and glowed with a bright orange l i g h t . Shortly thera-
after i t heeled over sharply and crashed i n a steep dive. The Commanding 
Officer thought the, STODDARD was assisting on this one, but tho l a t t e r d i s ­
claimed. Personnel i n after control station claim to have observed another 
plane crash on tha starboard beam just before plana at which HASSET f i r e d 
caught f i r e . I t i s possible that the STODDARD splashed this ono or possibly 
the support c r a f t , TMlo HASSEI tod-be on f i r i n g at 
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13 June 1945 

Anti-Aircraft action on Radar Picket Station # 9 , Okinawa, 
report of. 

PHASE n 
At 19321 HASSEI SG radar picked up bogey "bearing 295°(T), distance 

. 11 miles" and reported to other ships; then "bearing 290°(T), distance 10 
miles, closing - several planes". Control was coached on immediately, 
A.t 19341 OTC changed speed to 20, then 25 knots, and changed course to 
0 3 0*(T), then 05Cr(T). Control i d e n t i f i e d planes as "5 Vals - low on water", 
SG radar reported "296°(T), distance 9 miles low", SG radar reported 
that planes were s p l i t t i n g into two groups or more. Two planes (#3 and #4) 
were seen to detach themselves from others and start run straight i n from 
'about 7 miles, meanwhile a single plane (#5), started on a s k i r t of formation 
to .South, weaving and thiraatening, and another group (#1 and #2) .started to 
s k i r t formation tc North, Control and main battery were placed on Northern 
(forward) one of two attackers maMng run, and automatic weapons on second one 
following. I t I938I LAiSSEI oponed.fire with main battery on leading- plane at 
9,000 yards. Planes cane straight i n u n t i l at about 4,000 yards tha leading 
plane Gf3) turned sharply to his l o f t and went North, to f a l l i n behind other 
planes s k i r t i n g formation, Speod 30 knots. I'.oanwhile- (#4) had closed to 
4 0 0 0 yards where automatics of UASSEI and CLAXTON had taken hin undor f i r e . 
Uain battery was shifted quickly to #4 but f i r o was ineffective 'becauso of 
close range, UASSET maneuvered to right "to koop pianos on beam. At about 
5 0 0 yards plane (an Oscar) bankod sharply to l o f t -'and made dive on CLAXTON, 
ahead, splasliing i n water about 10 yards from hor starboard side amidships 
at about 19411. CAP planss were callod back to assist i n fighting 'off attack 
as i t skirted formation about 10 miles North. CLAXTON IFD radio developed 

• trouble and UASSEI -took over IFD net reports for .group. At 19411 bogey to the 
South had closed to "22Q ° ( T ) - 4 miles" thon oponad out again rapidly to 12 

' - miles. At 19411 bogey to North was at "060°(TJ - 9 miles", closing, then at, 
"G65°(T) - 7 miles" (about 070°relative). LASSET t o l d CASGU to keep planes 
clear 10 miles to North of formation, as i t was seen that the raid was closing 
fast aiid tha CAP might get i n tha l i n o of f i r e . Plana started straight i n 
on starboard beam i n shallow dive, UASSBI opened f i r o at 6,000 yards. 
The bogey was h i t early and glowed with- a bright orange l i g h t . Shortly there­
after i t heeled over sharply and crashed i n a steep dive. The Commanding 
Officer thought the STODDARD was assisting on this one, but tho l a t t e r d i s ­
claimed. Personnel i n after control station claim to have observed another 
plane crash on tha starboard beam just before plane at which MASSEI f i r e d 
caught f i r e . I t i s possiblo that tho STODDARD splashed this ono or possibly 
the flupport c r a f t , TMlo LUSSBY tod boon f i r i n g at 
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Anti-Aircraft Action mEadar Picket Station #9> CMnaTfa, 
report of. 

#2, .#3 had started a slow v/eaving run i n fr.om about "040° (T) - 10 miles" 
and Combat had.ordered automatic weapons to v/atch him. He had closed to 
5 miles then delayed, th.en closed to about 7500 yards by the time Control 
ceased f i r i n g on #2, Control v/as quickly shifted to #3 and opened f i r e 
on him at 6000 yards with main battery and autouratics. Plane approached 
to 4500 yards, vrfien he was h i t and a few small shreds of burning material 
were seen to f a l l . #3 turned back straight away and f i r e was ceased at 
7000 yards. Planes speed dropped off and plane lo s t altitude as i t v/as 
tracked out to 12,000 yards and disappeared. One director operator claimod 
to see the splash. V i s i b i l i t y by th3.3 time vras vory limited and darkness 
was setting i n , 

#5 plane opened out South to 15 miles then hoaded East, was tracked 
over to within 10 miles of Southv/estern edge of Okinav/a, v/here he orbited, 
then headed straight. Rest just South of Keram Pwctto, v/hile night fighters 
were directed after him. He generally followed the island chain .fairly 
closely and v/as l a s t seen on bearing 275°(T) at 54 miles on courso 250*(T), 
speed 150, 

Suivport craft claimed to have shot dov/n tv/o planes during both shoots. 
Destroyers reformed and resumed patrolling station. Radar screens were clear 
and a l l CAP and RPP planes were sent to land. 

At 19401 during attack UASSET had passed a man, (wearing a l i f e -
jacket, i n the water. I t l a t e r developed that tv/o men v/ere missing frcm 
the ships at Radar Pickat Station #9 and -another ship had also sighted 
a•man. A search was i n s t i t u t e d i n -which the support craft recovered tho 
men. 

The net results of t h i s attack were: . Eight of the nine or more 
attacking planes were shot down by the destroyers and support craft 
combined. No casualties to personnel or ships. Both CIAXTON and MASSET ' 
had one. near miss. 

Because of the late v/aming and presence of the cloud fonnations 
during the f i r s t attacks neither the CAP or RPP could be effectively 
used. Unfortunately prior to the second attack the CAP and RPP had been 
ordered to land, after screens had been clear for a time. Ho-trever, since 
the second attack, also, was picked up at close range and i n the poor 
l i g h t , i t i s dotibtful i f the CAP v/ould have bean very effective i f present. 

During these raids both SG and SC-4 radar were depended on heavily 
f o r possible information. Both did an excellent job i n t h e i r alternate 
turns,- as information became available to the SG at extremely low 
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13 June 1945. 

Anti-Aircraft Aotion on Radar Picket Station #9, (Mnaia, 
report of. 

altitudes, to the SC at highter altitudes and close in. In this task 
both, performed in an outstanding -manner. Lookouts and control personnel 
were called on also to keep track of and especially to differentiate 
between friendly and enemy planes. 

The MASSEI claims two Zekes. and one Val destroyed by gunfire,. 
unassisted, plus one assist -with STODDARD on one Zeke and a strong 
probable on unidentified bogey, last fired at, and which is believed to 
have crashed at 12,000 yards, after turning away. Positive confirmation 
•of a k i l l is lacking -in this case. MASSEI also fired at Oscar vMch 
narrowly missed CLAXTON but no credit is claimed, as our fire on this 
plane vras not effective in breaking up attack. 

The Commanding- Officer believes that a fomation of suicide planes 
will generally try to close ships, unprotected by CAP, as close as 
-possiblo before splitting up for individual attacks and decoy runs. It 
is therefore reccinnended that, when such an attack appears -to be developing, 
the OTC open up at 12,000 yards or more with the aim of breaking up the 
formation and making the at-tackers start their runs at longer range. The 
cris-s-cross tactics employed by these groups at eight to ten thousand 
yards were confusing and resulted in both cross fire and reduced firing 
time with five inch-battery because of indecision as to which bogies were 
actually attacking own ship. Earlier opening of ftre by one ship might 
preoipitate tho attack and permit other ships more time in which to track 
and select the. proper targets. 
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• ' ESFISEt) FOto FOR REPORTING A.A. ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS 
(Radar Picket 

Location of ehip (area) -CMnawa 8hljia Station #9) U.S.S. MASSEI (DD-778) 
• Irat» 26*-56'N Long, 126°-56»3 

Zone Time . 1901 I'm Date _6 June 1945 ' 

1, aiirpiTBe--attiok (yes or no) Tea Day or Night toy (Daak] 
First" By Radar (SG) then 

. 2 , Method picking plane up (Rndar, binoculars, naked oyo) Eadar (3C4) _ 

• 3, Range plane was picked up (50, 30, 10, loss than 5 miles) 10 milea 

4. Total number of planes observed Two T̂ypg '2MS ^ 
5» Number of planes attacking orra ship Two Type zMB 

6« Number of planes takon under fire by own ship • Two 

(a) Of those attacking own ship Two Type ZXSE 

(b) Others • • Type : 

7» Speed and altitude of approach in knots and feet 1500 feet - 200 knots. 

8,. Number of guns firing - by caliber 6 - 5''/38? 6 - 4Cmt 6 - 2CMU 

"9. Anmunition expended - by caliber 5''/38 7T - 21; ITIF - 9; hOiM - 300; 2001 - 1000 

10, Percent service allowance expended 5" - 1.43^; 40M - 2̂ ; 2mL - ,5^ ' 
Partial Radarj - . . 

11, Method of control Mk 51 DireotoriTracerMethod of spotting Visual, m-rent. 
ilk 12 Radarj 

. Method of ranging Rangefindar ' Method of firing Master Key 

12, Approximate time-tracking to first shot One-minute'on first; 0 on second, 

13, Approximate time of first hits 

14, Approximate time first shot to last shot g 
1 o 

15. Approximate position angle" open fire 4 
16, Approximate position angle cease fire #i -• 2°; #2 - 0°^ 

'17, Approximate bearing first shot 270°(T) - #1; 250° - #2. 

18, Approximate bearing last shot 225°(T) - #1; 180* - #2, .. 

19, "Approxinate range first shot #1 - TCCQj #2 - 6000 Altitudo of Planc^l-lOOOtif2-1200 
7 WUBOO yds 'WPbo f t , 

20, Approximate minimum range aircraft approached #2~30 f t . Altitude #2 - 30 ft,., 
~ • •• h - 500 'ft. 

21, Approximate range last shot #1 - 2000 yds. ^titudo of .Plane #2 - 30 ft,^. 
22. Approximate altituda of bomb release ' Size of bomb-.;. 

- 1 - - 7 0357 



C-CHN-F-I-I>-SmH-T-I-A-L • - k" . 

23, ApproxLmate range torpedo release" - Size of Torpedo •* ' 

24, 'Nuabor hits on ship by bombs 0 by torpedoes 0 Was ship strafed j p 

Siza gun - -

25» Number, near bomb misses damaging ship 0 

26, Planes shot down: SURE srJEE PROBAEIE DAMACED 
(By ov.n ship (Assist) 

alone) 
. .(a) Those attacking own ship 

(b) Other aircraft 

(An aircraft is considered destroyed "Smre"., when, as result of om nhlp's firot 
i» -It is seen to crash, 2, It is saon to d;Lsintegrebe in tho air or bo onvoloped 
in flames, 3. It is se.en to descend on friendly tprritery and bo captured, Ai Pilot 
and entire crew are seen to bail ou.t.) 
( A ) "Sure-Assist" may be claimed when plane is destroyed as rosult of own ship's 
and assisting fire by friendly plranes, shore batteries, or other ships.) 
.(An"aircraft is considorod probably dostroyod whon, as rosult of own ship's fire: 
It is so damaged as -to have loss than an even chaivco of reaching its ovnc territory 
safely.) (An aircraft is considorod damagod when, as rosult of own ship's firoi 
It is so damagod as to require repair boforo bogiruving another mission, but has 
• bettor than an even chanco of reaching its own torritory safely. Claims shall bo 
•based on careful interrogation by proper authority, and every effort shall be made 
to alimlnate duplication of claims). 

#1 - 5''/̂ 8. 
27» Best estimate of size gun or guns responsible for each "Sure" #2 - kCMS. and 2CMM 

28, Porformanca of ammunition (oxcellont,. good, bad, poor) Good 
29. What failures in material occurrod in this action? Two 5''/3g crimped cartridge 

; 5SC3W, 
30, Skotchi (a) Indicate diroction of attack relative ship's head, i^i 

• (b) Show rolativo position of sun, . 
.(c) Indicate own •monouvers, 

Notoj Add dosciiptive text on additional 
sheet i f required to clarify roport, 
#2 barely adssed astem and crashed 150 feet 
on starboard quarter. About two minutes latejjj 

. a third bogie vas observed shot down to e-fLt 
starboard of CLAXTON and STODDAHD. "VTe did ^ ' ' " ' " J " ; 
not f i r e at t h i r d bogie, •ScA)Uflf--'̂ -7;f'l̂ H*v • jvo***?'' 

^ ^4 ^ '--y-'-^.-X 

C. W. AimiCH 
Comnander, U«S, Navy, 
Commanding, '• 
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.'Run #1 
TYds vessel was operating vdth USS CLAXTOT and USS STODDARD in an equi­

lateral triangle forniation, each leg 1300 yarda, this vessel on port side 'of 
formation - the side frcaa which attack developed. Two Zekes were picked up, 
on parallel course with f ormationj main battery director was put on leading 
plane. Planes started run in, both heading for this ship at 10,000 yards. 
Two PAD'S came into line of sight between ship and plane which necessitated 
holding fire until planes had approached to 7,000 yards. Plana #1 was taken 
under fire by main battery. Plane #2 by automatic weapons. Plane #1 con­
tinued run to about 3 ,500 yards wtiere he cut behind plane #2, As i t became . 
evident plane #1 was going to pass astern of the ship, min battery was 
fhifted to plane #2, vriiich was now inside 1,200 yards headed directly for the 
ridge. For unknown reason plane #2 changed course to make suicide crash 
amidships, at about 900 yards, ..Plane was hit by 20mm and AOnni and- course . 
continued to alter toward the stern of ship. Plane crossed very close astem at 
about 15 f'eet altitude and' crashed within 50 yards of starboard quarter, -

Plane #1 crossed astern of this ship, reported as burning by after control 
• officer. STODDARD then took plane #1 under fire, piano crashed shortly after on 
.opposite side-of fomation from which attack started. 

Fortunately this .ship went to general qmrters for evening alert at 185^ 
ITEM sunset 1920. Radar contact on low bogies was established about 2 minutes 
after going to general quarters and first bogie splashed at 1901 ITEM. Due to 

. approach of bogies through low clouds and lack of warning the CAP was ineffectiva. 
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I • REVISED FORM FOR REPORTINa A.A. ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS 

Location of ship (area) Oklntrm ShJjia (Radar Hckat #9)P.S,S. MASSEI (ECK78) 
Lat. 26°56'H • Long. 
Zone Time ... IQQA Itgw Data 6 June 19A5 

1« Surprise attack (yes or no) le:^ D.y or Night IXisk 
F i r s t by Radar (SG) then 

2, Method picking plane up (Radar, • blnoo-ulars, naked eye) Radar (SC-j) • 
Originally 10 i d l e s . 

3. Range plane vas picked up (50, 30, 10, less than 5 nilas) Later less than 5 n i l e a . 

4* Total number of planes observed ^ Ctae T̂ype Zeka , 
5. Number of planes attacking own ship _9B2 Type Zeka 

6, Number c f plan.es taJcon imder f i r e by own ship One 

• (a) Of those attacking own ship One . Type Zek.a 

(b) Others- Type - - • 

7» Speed and altitude of approach i n knots and feet 1200 feet; 195 kyots. 

8, Number of guns f i r i n g - by caliber 6 " S^/lS? 10 - LCMij 7 - 2CIMH 

9. Amrunition expended -.by caliber 5"/38 - FT 4 3 , Mk.l8 1 4 ? 20LM - 1000 ; 4CMM - 500. 

10, Percent service, allowance expended 5" - 2.6^; 40MM - 3 » 4 ^ ; 2aiM - 1 . 6 ^ 
Optical} 10c. 51 Director; 

11, -Method of control Mk U^j Tracer. Method of spotting Visual (Direct). • 

Method 'of ranging. .Range Finder Method of f i r i n g Master Kay ' 

12, 'Approximate time-tracking to f i r s t shot 0 

13, Approximate time of f i r s t h i t s 4 Seconds 

14, J^roximate time f i r s t shot -to l a s t shot 12 Secooda 5"; 0̂ Seccrads /yOm & 20MM, 

15, Approximate position angle open fire- Ip 

16« Approximate position angle cease f i r e 0° ' 

17, Apprcndmate bearing f i r s t shot . 105° (T) 

,•18, Approximate bearing l a s t shot 120° (T) 
4500 Tarda IpiU 

19, Approximate range f i r s t shot 35OO Yards 5" ^ t i t u d o of Piano lOOOFeet 
20, Approximate minlrnnm range a i r c r a f t approached I5OO Tardfl Altitudo 0 • 

. 21, Approximate rajige l a s t shot 150Q Yrnrds /U-ti-Uida of Plane _0_ 

22, /jvproximate itlti-tudo' of bomb release — — ^Size of bomb 
-1- 7 9957 



k • //>0 
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j ; , • . I ) 
23. .Appntodmata range torpedo release - - - - Size of Tomedo - •» - -

24. )funber hits on ship by bombs Q by torpedoes 0 Has ship strafed _No 

Size gun - — -

25. Number near bomb misses damaging ship Nona " 
26, Planes shot down: On© SURE SURE • PROBABIE DAMAGED 

. (By ovra ship (Assist)' 
alone) 

(a) Those attacking own ship (_ Ctaa -a- — "— 
• (b) Other aircraft — — — - ~— 

(An aircraft is considered'destroyed "Sure"., when, as result of om ship's firo: 
1* It is seen to crash,. 2, It is ousn to di'sintctrrcte in the air or bo onvoloped 
in flames, 3, It is seen to descend on friendly territory and be captured, 4» Pilot 
and entire crew are soen to bail out,) 
( A ) "Sure-Assist." may be claimod whon piano is dootrsyod as rosult of own-ship's 
and assisting firo by friendly pianos, shore batteries, or other ships.) 
(An aircraft is considorod probably destroyed when, us rosult of own ship's firoi 
It is so damaged as to have loss than an even chance of reaching its o-fm. territory 
safely.) (An aircraft is considered damaged when, as result of own ship's firo: 
It is 80 damaged as to roquire repair before boginnirg another mission, but has 
bettor than en evon chanco of reaching its orna torritory safely. Claims shall be 
based on careful interrogation by proper authority, and every offort shall be mado 
to eliminate duplication of claims), 

27, Bost estimate, of size gun or guns rosponsiblo for each "Suro" S"/?^ 

28« Porformanco of ammunition (oxcellont, good, bad, poor) Good 

29, ?/hat failures in material occurrod in this action? None 

30, Sketch: (a) Indicate diroction of attack relative ship's head, ^ 
(b) Show relative position of sun, ' ^̂ ^̂  
(c) Indicate own monouvors, 0 

Koto: Add doscriptive text on additional 
sheet i f roquirod to clarify roport. 1 

/ This was a beautiful problaa. The 
first 5" hitjand 3 projectiles exrioded very , 
close underneath Zeke followed almost instant- riii»»*'*0\^ 
ly by a large sheet of flame, ; 

7 W-

*..j ( . ' ) Y U M < U . \ 
C.N, ALDRIC^ \ 
Ccmmianier,. U.S. Navy, 
Commanding, 
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• REVISED E6R M F O R R E P O R T I N G A . A, A C T I O N BY S U R F A C E ' S H I P S 

Location-of ship (area) Okinawa.Shima (Radar Pickat # 9 ) j . S . S . UASSEI (DD -778) . 

Lat,' 2 6 ° 5 6 » N • Long. 126°56'E , 
Zona Time 1 9 3 9 I T E M Date 6 Jnna 1 9 4 5 ' 

• 1, Surprise attack (yes or no) No Day or Night Dusk 

2, Method picking plane up (Radar, binocularsj naked eye) Radar (SO-j) 

3, Range plane was picked up ( 5 0 , . , 3 0 , 1 0 , less than 5 miles) ^ 0 Miles 

4, Total number of planes observed Five .Type Vol; Oscar? Othera. 

5, Number of planes attacking own ship Two Type One Oscar; One Unidentified, 

6, Number of planes taken under f i r e by own ship Two 

(a) Of' those attacking own ship T̂wo Type Oscar? Unidentified . 

(b) Others S p l i t , and made l a t e r ron« Type rLT-U! 

7 , Speed.and altitude of approach i n knots and feet lOOO ft,? 2 1 0 knots 

- 8, Number of guns f i r i n g - by caliber 6 - 5 " / 3 8 ; 1 0 - 40^5M; 7 - 2 C M . 

9, Ammunition expended - by caliber 5 " - VT; 3 2 , Mk 1 8 ? 9; 40?JU - 4 0 0 ) 2(Ml - 1 5 0 0 . 

1 0 , Percent service allowance expended 5 " - 2 ^ ? AWl - 2 , 7 ^ ; 2Cm - 2 , 3 ^ 
P a r t i a l Radar; 

- 1 1 , Method of control Mk 5 1 Director; Method of spotting Visual (Pireot) 
H k ' 1 4 Sight; Tracer 

Method of ranging Mk 1 2 Radar ' Method of f i r i n g Master Key 

12, Approximate time-tracking to f i r s t shot 3 Minu-bes 

13, Approximate time of f i r s t h i t s - — -

14, Approximate time f i r s t shot to l a s t shot ' -'a^.Seponds.'' . 

15-, Approximate- position angle open, f i r e 2^ 

16, Approximate position angle cease f i r e ^ 

1 7 . Approximate bearing f i r s t shot Si - 2 9 0 ° ( R a l , ) ; # 2 - 2 7 0 ° (Ral.) 

1 8 . Approximate'bearing l a s t shot 
#1 - 9000 Yards 

19, Approximate range f i r s t shot 42 - AOOO Yards 4 C^Altitude of Plane ICOO F t , 
^ ' 4 0 0 0 yarda ' #1 - iOW Ft, 

20, Approximata minimum range a i r c r a f t approached #2 - 5OO yoji^qitudo ̂  |CC) Ft, 
#L - 6000 Yards #1 - 160O F t , 

21« Approximate range l a s t shot 42 - 300 Yards Altituda of Plane 4Z - lOQ F t , 
22, YiporoYi.mate altituda-of bomb release - - - - Size of bomb " " " " 

" . • - ~7 :hj57 • 



23, Approximate ranga torpedo 1-eloase - - - - Sizo of Torpedo " " " " 

24, Number hits on ship by bombs 0 by torpedoes 0 Was ship strafed 

Size gun •»•»»»-

25, Number near bomb misses damaging ship Noto ' •. 
26, Planes shot dcnmi SUIE Gh®F. PROBABIE DAMACED 

(By ovm ?lilp (Assist) 
a-Lona) 

(a) Those attacking own ship 

• (b) Other aircraft 

(An. aircraft is considered destroyed "Sure", when, as result of om nhip's firot 
1« It is seen to crash;'2, It is s«e?i to disintcgrcto io the- air or bo onvoloped 
'in flames, 3» It is seen to descend on friendly territory and bo captured. 4i Pilot 
and entire crow are soen' to bail out,) 
( A ) "Suro-Assist" may bo claimod whon plane is dostroyod as rosult of own ship's 
and assisting firo by friendly ptonos, shoro battorios, or other ships,) 
(An aircraft is considerod probab.ly dostroyod whon, as rcsul.t' of own alntp's firet 
It is so damaged as to- have loss than a/i oven chai-.co of roach'i.r.g its own torri'tory 
safely,) (An aircraft is considorod uomnnod when, as rosult of own ship's firot 
It is so damaged as to roquire repair boforo beginning another mission; 'but has ' 
bettor than an even chanco of reaching its ovm territory safely. Claims shall bo 
based on careful interrogation by-proper authority, and every offort shall be made 
to eliminate duplication of claims;. 

27, Bost estimate of sizo gun or guns rosponsiblo for each "Sure" 

28, Performance of ammunition (oxcollont, good, bad, poor) Good 

29, "What.failuros in material occurrod in this action? - - -

30, Skqtoht (a) Indicato diroction of attack rolativo ship's head, 
lb) Show rolativo position of sun, . -.y*"-j 
(c) I'ndicato om manouvors, i=,u.*v y«* 

Hotot Add doscriptivo text on additional 
shoot i f roquirod to clarify roport, 

Own speod 32 knots. Bogioa 1 and 2 moved forward 
out of gun range. Bogey 5 deooyad to stem and 
skirted formation at 15 miles, Bogoy 3 hoaded 
toward VAHbBT and CLAXTON, was takon under fire by r 0/ 
MASSSI.5» 'battery but turned away. Bogoy 4 (Oscar) 
was taken under firo by CLAXTON and H-̂ SEI automatics, 
crossod ahead of MiSSEI, turned 90° letty executed 
T 0 I 7 rbeep diva and barely missed CLAXTON, CLULJ^H^ 

• • 0. N.fiimcH, 
Ccesaaixlor, U.S, Navy, 
Cocnnanding, 
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r ..^ISED FORM FOR REPORTING A.A. ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS 

Location of ship (area) gd.pawA• Shlroa (Radar Picket f?9W.S.S. UASSEI (DD-778) 
Lat. 26°56'N . Long, 126°WT-
Zona Tim© . 19UU Item. Dato 6 .Tuna iqA^ . 

1« Surprise at tack, (yes or no) Vn D.iy or Night _ Ikyiy 

2* Method picking plane up (Rndax, btooculars; naked oyo) p^dar (SC-AV 

3, Range plane was pickod a? (.90, 3 0 , 10, less then 5 nilas) 8 Milea 

4. Total number of planes observed One T̂ype 7A1 

5. Number of planes attacking own ship _One Type Y&l 

6, Number of planes takon under fJre by cm ship Ufna 

(a) Of those attacking own ship Ô o Type Y&l 

(b) Others ' Type 

7» Speed and altitude of approach in knots and feet 190 knots - 1500 feet 

8, Number of guns firing - by caliber 6-'5°/3a 

9» Ammunition expended - by caliber 5°/38 ~ VT 60. Mk 18 3 9 « 

10, Percent service allowance expended 4«7!^ 

11, Method of control Partial Radar Method of spotting. Tisual (pireet) 

Method of ranging Mk 12 Sadar Mothod of firing Mastar Key 

•12, Approximate time-tracking to first shot 2 Minutes \ 

. 1 3 , Approximate time of first hits 20 Seconda 

1 4 , /^proximate time first shot to last shot 35 Seconds' 

15, Approximate position angle open fire , 4 o 

16, Approximate position angle cease fire 

17, Apprordmate bearing first shot 055(T) 

18, Approximate bearing last shot 055(T) 

19, Approximate range first shot " 6 0 0 0 Tarda Altitude of Plane 1 5 0 0 Feet 

20, Approximate minimum range aircraft approaohod 2500 Tarda ^ Altitude 0 
1 a . - • I 

21, Approximate range last shot 25CO lards Altituda. of Plana 0 

22, Approximate alti-tuda" <jf bomb release Size of bomb -'- » » 
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23, ApprtMdmate range torpedo release Size of Torpedo 

24« Hoaier b i t s on ship by bombs 0 by torpedoes 0 Was ship - strafed-go 

Size gun 

25,-Number near bomb misses damaging ship None 

26,- Planes shot down: Ctie SURE SURE PROBABIS DAMAGED 
(By oiTO ship (Assist) 

alone) ... • . 
(a) Those attacking own ship • _One _r_H_d • - - - -

(b) 'Other a i r c r a f t 

(An a i r c r a f t i s considered destroyed "Suro", whon, as result of own ship's f i r o : 
1, I t i s seen to crash,. 2, I t i s soon to disintograto i n the a i r or bo onvoloped 
i n llamas,, 3, I t i s seen-, to descend on friendly t e r r i t o r y and bo captured, 4» P i l o t 
and entire crew are seen to b a i l out.) ' 
( A) ."Sure-ABsi8t".may be claimed whon plane i s destroyed as rosult of own ship's 
and assisting f i r e by friendly planes, shoro batteries, or other ships.) 
(An a i r c r a f t i s considered probably destroyed v/hon, as result of own ship's f i r e ; 
I t i s so damaged as to havo less than an evon chanco of reaching i t s ov/n t e r r i t o r y 
safely,) (An a i r c r a f t i s considorod damaged whon, as rosult of own ship's fLro: 
I t i s so damagod as to roquire repair boforo beginning another mission, but has 
bettor than an evon chanco of reaching i t s own t e r r i t o r y safely. Claims s h a l l bo 
based on careful interrogation by proper authority, and every offort s h a l l be made 
to eliminate duplication of claims;, 

27; Bast estimate of size gun or guns rosponsiblo for each "Sure" 6"738 . 

28. Porformanco of ammunition (oxcellont, good, bad, poor) Pool 
Amplifier unit to Mk 5 elevation 

29. What failures i n material occurrod i n thi s action? drjTP mount #H8 f g - i T i M . t!V?? 
Radar f a i l e d due to the broken 

30. Sketch: (a) -Indicate diroction of attack relative s M § ^ m^F" ^°1^S° r e o t i f i e r , 
•(b) Show rolativo position of sun, 
(c) Indicate own manouvors. • . 

Noto; Add doscriptivo toxt on additional • • ' 
shoot i f required to c l a r i f y roport, 

Speed 32 knots.. This -was & good problem. Bogey was h i t 
soon and glowed with a .bright orange l i g h t . Shortly there­
a f t e r i t moved over sharply and crashed i n a steep dive 
without ever bursting completely into flames. At the time ^ ^ ^ A (Riv-...̂ .ito 
Bi« CO. MASSSI thought STODDARD was assisting but she C. W.. ALmiCH, 
l a t e r disclaimed, Ccramnder, U.S.Navy 

Cosaandingi 

0 

Pt%t 1 v*t 

Hi*f 1 

7 9957 



.' ''' ••• REVISED EO^ ECR REPORTING A.A. ACTION BY SURFACE SRIPS 

LocAtloh of .ship (area) OklnaTTa Shima (Radar Picket #9)N.S>S. MASSEI (DD-778) 
Lat, 26°56*H Long. 126*56'E 

Zona Time iq/.7 T+ŵ  • Date 6 Jima 1QA5 

i . Surprise attack (yes or no) _Jlo D.iy or Night ̂ , Dusk 

2, Method picking plane up (RaoaXj binoculars, naked eye) Radar(80-4) 

3, Range plane was pickod up (50, 30j 10 , Iocs then 5 miles) 10 Mjles. 

4, Total nunber of planes observed One T̂ypo Unidentified. 

,5. Number of planes attacking own ship _pna Type 'Unldentifj.ed 

,6, Number of planes takon under fire by own ship One' 

(a) Of those attacking own ship , One Tjq^ Unidentified 

(b) Others Type - - - -

. 7. Speed and altitude of approach in knots and feet 197 Knots? 1200. Feet 

8. Number of guns firing - by caliber 6-5"/38? A-jm^ 

9» Ammunition expended - by caliber 5" - VT 70 . Mk>l8 20? /jJMS - 156. 

.10, Percent service allowance expended 5 " " 'ii»3'4 

11, Method of contiol .PaptlfiL ,|teda.rf Trace:iMothod of spotting YLtnml (Pireot) 

Method of ranging Mk. 12 Radar' Mothod.of firing te,?W KffT ̂  ' ' ' 

12, Approximate time-tracking to first shot 1 Minute 

13.- Atrproximate time of first hits 30 3fKvqr>dg, 

14»' Appro::iraate time first shot to last shot 9Q Sonanda 

15, Approximate position angle open fire 4 .0 

1 6 , Approximate position angle cease fire /O 

•17. Approximate bearing first shot 075* (T) " 

18. Approxlraate bearing last -shot 085*(T) 

19» • Approxim.ata range first shot 600Q yaugda' """ " Altitude' of Plonô  1200 feet 

20.. Approximate minimum range aircraft approached" AOOO yards „ Altitudo 800 feet 

21,, Approximate range last shot 7000 •vnid.a Altituda of Plane 600 feet^ 

22 , Approximate- altituda' of bomb release - - - - Size of bomb - - - - • 
- • -1- _. 7 0957 
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, 23* Apprdximato range torpedo release 

24, Huffiber hits on ship by bombs Q_ 

Size gun" - - - -

/ S , . 

25* Number near bomb misses damaging ship 

26, Planes shot dormj 

- Size of Torpedo - - - -

by torpedoes 0 Was ship strafed JJo 

None 

SURE SURE PROBABIE DAMACED 
(By ovm ship (Assist) 

alone) 
(a) Those attacking ovm ship 

(b) Other aircraft 

(An aircraft is considered destroyed "Sure", T/hen, as result of om nhip's- firo! 
1 * It is seen to crash, 2 , It is seen to disintegrate in the air or bo onvolopod 
.in flames, 3 « It is seen to descend on friondlLy •'cnrritory and "bo captured. 4i Pilot 
and entire crew are soon to bail out.) 
(A) "Suro-Assist" may be claimed v/hon. plane ia doctroyed as rosult of own ship's 
and assisting fire by friendly ptones, shore tottcrios, or other ships,) 
"(An aircraft is considered probably dostroyod whonj as rosult of own ship's fire: 
It is so damaged as to have Iocs than an even cha:".co of reaching its own territory 
'safely.)•(An aircraft is considorod damagod -when, as rosult of own ship's firoj 
It is so damagod as "to roquiro repair 'boforo beginning another mission; but has 
bet-ter than an evon chanco of reaching its own -txirritory safely. Claims shall bo 
based on careful interrogation by propor authority, and ovory offort shall bo mado 
•to olimlna'to duplication of claims), 

J27, Boat estimate of sizo gun or guns rosponsiblo for each "Sure" - - — 

28, Porformanco of ammunition (oxcellont, good, bad, poor) Good 

29. "What failures in material occurrod in this action? 

30, Skotoht (a) Indicate diroction of attack rolativo ship's head," 
(b) Show rolativo pocitioh of sun, 

• (c) Indicate own manouvors. 
Note: Add doscriptive toxt on additional 

shoot i f roquirod to clarify roport. 
Speed 3 0 knots. This plsn& is claimed as 

a very strong probable. Plana was -taken under fire 
at 6CXX) yards, he approached "to 4 5 C 0 , was seen to be 
hit and burningj T&rte f e l l . Plane turned back going 
etraigbt avray, fire -was ceased nt 7000 yards. Plane 
wafl tracked out to 1 2 , COO yards •where elevation dropped 
to zero, Cba director operator;claimed -to see tho 
•plash. However because of vory llmi-ted visibility 
due to increasing darknsss, no ethers witnessed the 
flplash. Therefore plane is claimed aa probable 
rather 'than sure, • : .r 

CP^fT*" ST<» 

P 
F 

^p9^. 
tn.VxVi* 

C. W. ALDRICH, 
Coumandar, U,S, Havy, 
Commanding, 
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U.S.S, MASSEY-(DD-778) , 
PKAsl 

1852 - 1905 Itea 
Action on Eadar Picket Station # 9 
on evening of June 6, 1945, 
U.S.S. STODDARD (DD-566') 
U.S.S. CLAXT(2J ( D D - 5 7 1 ) 
UiS.S. MASSEI ( D D - 7 7 8 ) 

•(Graphic description; not to scale. 
Data on firing of STODDARD, GLAXTl 

and support craft not available.) 

ENCLOSURE (p) f , G O t l F l D E N T l A l 
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SP±FP^P^~T 
CTI)not5/ll6-3 COMMANDER TASK DESTROYER FLOTILLA^ FIVE 
Serial-04.55 . 0/0 Fleet Post Office a 

San Francisco, California. 

20 Jane 1945 

FIRST ETPOPSFSIMT. to 
CO, DSS ILiSSEI Conf. l t r . 
DD778/116-3, aerial 086, 
dated 13 June 1945 ' 

TroBj 
Toi 
7ia» 

Subject: 

1. 

Coiomander Task Group 31.5 (ComTaflkDssFlot 5). 
Oiamandor in Chief, Dni-bed States Fleet. 
1) Cosmandar Fifth laphibioua Force (CTF 31). 
2) CoBffiander Third Fleet, 
3) Coamander in Chief, D. S. Pacific Fleet. 

Anti-Aircraft Action on Radar Picket Station #9, Oldnawa, 
report of. • 

Forwarded. 

<PpT<rt'-ci'-^-PF'—" 
F,BO0SBRUaGEÊ <7 



'* ' . , U.S.S., MASSEY (Dt)-778) 
P ( ) • 

y A16-3 
( 099 ) 

• From: The Coimanding Officer. ••; i 
To J ,. The Commander i n Chief, United States Fleet. 

•Via J • (1) The Commander Task Group 95.3 
(Conmander Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Four) 

(2) The Commander Task Force 95. ; 
(Commander Cruiser Division Sixteen) 

(3) Tha Commander i n Chief, Pacific Fleet. 

Subject: Action Report - Ihst China Sea Operation, for the period 
12 July 1945 through 23 July 1945. 

Reference: (a) PacFlt conf. l t r . 101̂ 45, dated 1 January 1945, 
(b) OTP 95 OpOrder 8-45. 

• , . • - i 
P.iRT I 

BRIEF SU/glARY 

MASSEY was attached to Task Group 95.3 from 12 July 1945 through 23 July 
1945 and during that time performed duties as a screening vessel i n the a n t i ­
submarine screen of Thsk Force 95. MASSEY did not engage the enemy during 
the 5weep of the East China Sea. MASSEY sunk two enemy mines during the period. 

PART I I I 
CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOWJT OF ACTION 

( A l l times are Item). 

12 July 1945 Moonriso 0834} Moonset 2126. 

MASSEY anchored i n San Pedro Bay, Leyte, Philippine Islands on 6 hours • 
notice i n accordance with CDS 24 v i s u a l 062350. Task Force 33 i s 
re-designated Task Force 95 by CinCPac's top secret dispatch 111153. ' 

1200 Weather: Cloudy, middle and low clouds, passing'rain squalls from 
Northeast,' 

13 July 1945 Moonrise 0927; Moonset . 2215. 

<)600 MASSEY underr/ay to sortie with Task Force 95 i n accordance with CDS 24's . 
j j v i s u a l 121000. ' . 

J 

OfOO .Began sonar-swoep off San Pedro Day swept channel, 

0830 Took station i n anti-submarine screen. 
1121 Conmenced scheduled a n t i - a i r c r a f t practice f i r i n g , using drone and towed 

sleeve target, 
fl > 

1200 Weather: Cloudy,, middle and low clouds from Northwest, slight broeao, 
passing rain squalls, • 

-1-
143654 

I 
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CONFIDENTTAl 
Subject? 

24 Jnly 
411 

Action Report - East ChlJM. Sea Operation, for the period 
12 July 1945 through 23 July 1945. 

1451 Secured from anti-aircraft practice firing. 

1500 Commenced scheduled surface gunnery practice, using tewed sled target. 

1556 Secured from surface gunnery practice. 

2115 Commenced night surface gunnery practice, using tovred sled target. 

2129 Secured from night surfaco gunnery practice. 

14 July 1945 • ,• Moonriso 101?; Moonset 2247. 

O8O5 Commenced scheduled tactical exercises, , . 

1132 Secured from tactical exorcises, . ; 

1200 Weather? Cloudy, middle and' lovr clouds, passing rain squalls frcm Southwest, 
slight breeze, . ' " 

1330 Commenced scheduled anti-aircraft coordination d r i l l . 

1500 Secured from anti-aircraft coordination d r i l l . 

15 July 1945 Moonrise 1058; Moonaet 2327. 

0915 mSSET fueled alongside CIEVEMND. 

1023 • MASSET completed fueling. • • ' • 

1200 Yfeather: Cloudy, middle and lovr clouds, passing rain squalls,from Southwest, 
slight breeze from South and Southvrest, 

16 July 1945. ' Moonrise 1137; •Moonsot 2358. 

0611 Made landfall on Okinawa Shima. • ' . ' 

0810 passed through submarine nsts, Bucknar Bay, Okinawa, 

0832 Anchored in berth B-131.-

0850 VfADff'fORHl moored alongside to starboard. 

0950 'Proceodod to go alongside ALASKA to receive fuel. 

1138 Returned to anchorage in berth B-131. 

1200 'Weather? Cloudy, middle and high clouds, slight breeze from South,_ " • 
barometer rose to 3OO4. 

-2-
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.Ai6-3 . r\ . ' ' -24 Jul--1945. ' / / ^ 
( 099 ) \' ' . • f 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Subject: • Action Heoort - East China Sea Operation, for the. period 

12 July 1945 through 23 July 1945. . ^ 

1720 Underway to sortie with Task Force 95 in accordance with CDS's visual 
160700.. 

1935 Took station in anti-submarine screen of the task force. 

.17 July 1945 , Moonrise" 1237; Moonset 2343 

0640 Went to General Quarters on aoproach of on unidentified plane. 

0656 Seoured from General Quarters when plans ivas idontifiod as friendly. 

1200 Weather: Fair, few clouds, winds of about S" knots from Southeast, 
Rirometa? normal. 

1235 Went to General Quarters on approach of an unidentified plane. 

'I247 Secured from General Quartors when plane vras identified as friendly. 

I£5a0 Proceeded to -Picket Station #2 in accordanco with CDS 24's" visual 170702. 

18 July 1945 Moonrise 1310; Moonset 0028. 

0510 Rejoined anti-submarine screen and. took st.ation. 

0650 Relieved in screen station by BE\LE. Proceeded to go alongside DENV-ER 
. for fuel. . 

0756 Proceeded "to relievo A}ITH3L/Y in" scroen. 

1200 Weather: Partly cloudy, passing rain squalls, v/inds of about 15 knots from 
East Southoast, barometer norml, sv/eU's of about 8 foot from South 
Southeast, 

1719 MASSEY sightod a Japnneoe Type 93 hornod mino floating 300 yards broad on 
the starboard bovr, 

"1730 Detonated Japanese mino vdth 40mm fire, 

1̂746 Regainod station in screen. 

19 July 1945 Moonrise 1409; Moonset 0102. 

0805 Relieved on.screening station by B2LALE. Proceeded to go alongsido DENVER 
_ for fuel; 

0851 Proceeded to regain position in the scroon.. . • \ 

1200 Weathor; Low clouds, numerous rain squalls from South, winds of about 20 
' knots from South, barometer normal, long s'/zolls of about 10 foot from 
Southeast, • ' • ̂  ^ 

-3-



^6-3' • • 2 4 J u l y t o 4 5 . /7.3. 
( 099 ) . ( ) • ) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Subject: Action Report - East China Sea Operation, for tho period 12 July 

1945 through 23 July 1945-

1407 Departed from station to investigate suspicious floating object. 

1413 Object i d e n t i f i e d as Japanoso Typo 93 mine. Itino sunk by 40n5ffl. f i r o without 
detonation. 

20 July 1945 Hoonrise I5OI; Moonset 013S. 

0710' Relieved on station by EEALE. Proceodod to go alongside GUiVM for f u e l , 

0750 Proceeded to regain station i n tho scroon upon completion of fueling, • 

1200' Weather: -Partly cloudy, lov/ clouds, rain squalls i n tho afternoon, winds 
from Southeast to West, increasing i n tho afternoon to about 30 Icnots, deop 
svrells from Souttavest, 

21 July 1945 Moonrise I6G4.; Moonsot 0215. 

1200 Weather: -Squally weather'from Southwest, winds of about 12 knots from 
Southwest, low v i s i b i l i t y , • raodia-a swells from Southvfest, 

1919 Wont to General Quarters for evening a l e r t . 

. 2040 Secured frcm Gener?.l Quarters; sot condition " I E / L A " , 

2155 Went to Genoral Quartors on approach of unidentified group of three planss. 
Planes closed to Tilthin 16,000 yards of MASSEI. Ships on other side of-
formtion opened f i r o . Planes turned ax/ay. Planes did nob oloea formtion 
again. 

2229 Secured from Gonoral Qurirtors; sot condition "lEAA". 

22 July 1945 . Moonrise I658; Moonsot 0313. 

1050 Set condition of readiness " I E A J A " . 

1200 lYoather; Clear, v i s i b i l i t y good, s l i g h t breoze from South, baroraoter normal. 
• 

1202 Departed from scroon i n company with ComDesDiv 47 and DosDiv 47 to investigate 
surface contacts, 

1214 Yfont to General Quarters, 

122:̂  Threo small fishing, boats ivoro i d e n t i f i e d as hamlcss Chinoso fishcroon 
1 with one to threo occupints per boat. Iho craf t wore small vdth no 
/ concealment for personnol or cargo. Identification wasnot positively certain, 

sinco an interprotor vras not availablo aboard t l d s ship, Circumstancial 
' evidence vras convincing, 

1300 Rejoined anti-submarine, screen, 

1825 Proceeded to Picket Station //I i n accordanco vdth CDS 24 v i s u a l 220708. ^ 
. • u :ra4_ • • 



( 0 9 9 - ) 
CCRFIDENTIAL 
Subject; 

O 

Action Report - East China Sea Operation, for the period 12 July 
1945 through 23 July 1945. 

2200 Rejoined anti-submarine screen. 

2247 Secured from condition "lEAA" nnd sot condition I I . 

23 July 1945 Moonriso 1751; Moonset 0343, 

1200 Weather; Pa r t l y cloudy, middlo and low clouds from South, sli g h t breoze 
from South, barometer normal, 

PART IV 
ORDNANCE 

A, Performance of own ordnance and material, 

A single material casualty developed i n tho }{k I ccogjuter on 14 July 
during a tracking exorcise. 

Nature of Casualty ' 
Improper .functioning of tha time of f l i g h t b a l l i s t i c computer section 
of the Mk I , Mod 13 computer. 

Cause 

Burned follow-up control, (BtsOrd Drawing jf209739, piece #11) 

Corrective Measures laken. 
~~ Casualty corrocted by ship's force. Now follow-up control i n s t a l l e d . 

. No comments. 

CC; 
CincPac 3 
ComDesPac 1 
CominCh 1 
ComDesRon 66 
ComDesDiv 132 

PARTS V, VI, V n , /IND VIII. 

C, W. AURICH. 

8 0288 
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U . S . S . llASSET (DD-778) 

H E G P O S S 2 m - ^ 

•A16-3 ( ono ) 
R i G T S H E E T i i O i Z Z . 

11 August 1945. yQ 

M Y 
Pronu Uae Commanding Officer; 
To J Ihe Coflsnander in-Chief, United States Fleet. 
Via;: (1) Ccmtiw,nder Iksk Unit 95.2.4-

(Commander Destroyer Squadron Twenty-four.) 
(2) Commnder Task Group 95.2. 

(Commander Cruiser-Division SIXTEEN.) 
(3) Commnder Task Force 95. 

(Commander Battleship Squadron One.) 
(4) . Ccttmander i n Chief, United States P a c i f i c Fleet, 

Subjects Action Report - East China Sea Operaticn for the period 
24 July 1945 through 7 August 1945. 

Reference; - (a) PacFlt conf. l t r . icrto45 da-ted 1 January 1945, 
(b) CccCruDivli. OpOrder 8-45. 

P.ffiT 1 
BRIEF SOT-IART 

MASSEI was attached to Ihsk Unit 95.2.4 from 24 July 1945 through 
7 August 1945 and during that time performed duties as a screening vessel 
i n the anti-submarine screen of Ibsk Group 95.2. HASSEI took one unidentified 
plane under f i r o at 0504, 4 August 1945, 

P.\RT I I I 
CHROHOLCGICAL ACCOUNT OF ACTION 

7 Y 

( A l l times are Item) 

24 July 1945 Moonrise 1754j Moonset 0402 

0000 

0612 

0711 
0740 
1047 
1200-

1415 
1633 
1640 

2g July 1945 

UASSEI steaming i n anti-submarine screen of the task group approaching 
Okinawa from tho oast, 
Commonced patrolling station i n accordance with s o r t i e and entrance 
plan off Buckner Bay swept channel; 
Passed through anti-submarine nets. 
Anchored i n berth L - 6 3 ; 
Shifted berths to L-39. ' ' , ' 
Weatheri Clear, low and middle clouds 0.03, v i s i b i l i t y good, winds 
of 2 knots from 260 ( T ) , calm sea. 
Went alongside IX-137 to f u e l . 
Returned to berth 1-̂ 39. 
Received provisions and GSK stores. 

Moonrise I906; Moonset 0520 

Anchored i n berth L-39; Budcner Bay, Okimwa, 
Weather; .Clear, middle and law clouds 0.05, v i s i b i l i t y good, winds 
of about 4 knots from 260°' ' calm sea. 



• \J _ • ^ ̂  '• ' 

Aii-3 ( ono ) ' ' " n August 1945. 

£ 2 . i i I I £ E N T I A L 

Subject; Action Report - East Chine Sea Operation for tho period 
24 July 1945 through 7 August 194$, 

26 July. 1945 Moonrise 2019; Moonset 0631 ' 

1200 Weather; Clouds, middle and low elcuds 0.08, v i s i b i l i t y lisdted, passing • 
rai n squans, winds of 3 knots from 270°(T), calm sea. ' 

1441 underway to sortie with, the task group. 
1553 Conmenced patrolling on station iix accordance with sortie plan. 
1637 General Qmrters on the approach of an unidentifiod plane, 
1642 Took station i n screen of task group cruising dispositicn. 
1658 Secured from General Quarters upion i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the plane as 

friendly, ,3 ' 

27 July 1945 . • i-u • Moonrise 2045;. Moonset 0746 • 

1200 Weather;QClear, c e i l i n g unlimited, low clbuds 0.02, wind force 8 knots 
from 290 (T),-sea condition, sHght swell. 

1843 . Took statibn with DesDiv 48 i n the roar group of destroyers upon 
deployment, 

28 July 1945. Moonrise 2126; Moonset 0856. 

0321 Went to General Quarters on making a surface radar contact. 
0407 Secured from Genoral Quarters when radar contact was determined to be 

a secondary echo-from a geographical target, 
1200 Weather; Cloudy, low and middle clouds, passing r a i n squalls, wind 

of 17 knots and a l i g h t sea swell from 150 (T), v i s i b i l i t y gobd, 

29 July 1945 Moonrise 2215; Moonset 0945 

0835 Proceeded to assigned station i n entrance plan for entrance to 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 

1034 Passed through anti-submarine nets and proceeded to assigned berth 
near U.S.S. CASCADE. • , ' . 

1200 Weather f A i r , s l i g h t breeze from east, barometer normal, v i s i b i l i t y 
Gxcellent, sea calm. 

1352 Went alongside U.S.S. CHETAUK (lX-188) for f u e l . 
1532 U;S.S. CHETAUK with MASSEI alongside got underway and proceeded to go 

• alongside GUAM. 
1553 MASSEI"returned to anchorage and remained on one hour notice i n aocordance 

vdth cro 95.2'3 v i s u a l 290545. 

3̂0 July 1945 Moonrise 2244; Moonset IO46 

0320 sounded General Quartors for possiblo a i r attack. 
0400 . Secured/rem General Quarters-when a l l enemy planes had cleared the area. 
1200 Weather'fair, low clouds 0,02, s l i ^ t breeze from NE to SE, bsrometer 

norml, sea calm, 

31 July 1945 Moonrise 2313; Moonset 1144 

0847 Undero/ay to sortie with DesRon 24 i n accordance with CDS 241s visual 7/ 
• 300230, . 3 ^ 

-2- 8 02783 



A16-3 ( 0 1 1 0 ) ' • . . . Augxist 1 9 4 5 . 

C O N Z I T I A L 

Subj:8ct: Action Report - East Chim Sea Operation for the period 
2 4 July 1 9 4 5 through 7 August 1945. 

31 July 1 9 4 5 (Cont'd) 

0 9 1 5 Proceeded to return to anchorage i n compliance vdth CTG 9 5 . 2 ' a dispatch 
0 9 0 5 1 .cancelling the sortie order. 

0 9 4 7 Anchored i n berth L - 4 3 . 
1 2 0 0 - Weather f a i r , ' passing rain squalls, v i s i b i l i t y ' g o o d , slight breeze of 

'about six-knots from NE to SE, barometer lower, but nornml ris e on*-
f a l l , long low swells from NE. - . 

1 August 1 9 4 5 Moonriso 2 3 4 2 ; Moonsot 1 2 5 6 

0 8 4 0 Underway to sortie with DesRon 2 4 in'accordance with CTG 9 5 . 2 . 4 3 1 C 4 2 6 , 
O 9 O 8 Passed through the anti-submarine nets and took screening station i n 

accordance vdth sortie plan. . 
1 0 4 3 Took station i n screen of Ihsk Group disposition 6VB of GIG 9 5 . 2 . 

OpOrder 8 - 4 5 . 
1 2 0 0 V/eather Cloudy with numerous'rnin squalls, winds of 1 0 knots froa 

'M to NW, v i e i b i l i t y limited, barometer low, long I O X V ' O W O U B from NW, 
1 6 2 5 General Quarters on approach of unidentified a i r c r a f t , 
1 7 1 1 Secured from General Qmrters when plane was iden t i f i e d as friendly. 
2 August 1 9 4 5 Moonrise OO5O; Moonset 1401 

1 2 0 0 Weather: cloudy,low and middlo clouds, numerous rain squalls, vdnd of 
1 0 to 2 0 knots from'NE -to WJ,- v i s i b i l i t y limited, barometer low, high 
swells from N to NIY, 

1 9 0 0 Ganoral Quarters for evening a l e r t . 
1 9 3 5 Proceeded to picket station # 2 , 1 2 milos bearing 1 5 0 ( T) from fleet 

center. -in-
2 0 1 0 Secured from General Quarters, 

3 August 1 9 4 5 Moonrise 0 1 2 9 ; Moonset 1 5 2 2 

0 4 3 5 Proceeded -to return to station i n anti-submarine screen of the 
disposition, 

1 2 0 0 Weather:'cloudy, low and middlo clouds, -vdnds of 15 "to 18 knots from 
W to NNW, v i s i b i l i t y poorj barometer low, but normal ris e and f a l l , 

- short deep swells f r o a W , 
1 9 0 0 General Quarters for evening a l o r t . 
1 9 3 3 Proceeded to take s'tation i n anti-submarine screen i n van of deployment 

disposition. 
2 0 1 3 Secured from General Quarters, 
2 3 0 0 General Qmrters f o r anti-shipping swoep of northern approaches to 

• Yangtze River mouth, proceeded i n company v/ith DesRon 4 7 and CruDiv 1 2 , 

4 August 1 9 4 5 . Moonrise 0 2 1 2 ; Moonset 1 6 3 9 

0 1 1 5 Secured fron; Generd.l Qmrters, 
0 4 0 0 On order of CIG'95.2 M/VSSEY and D.MY l o f t tho formtion to investig.ate 

an unidentified surface targot. •3- 8 02783 



A1&-3 ( ono ) 11 August 1945. Hi 
C O N F I D E N T I A L 

Subject: Action-Report - Eist-China Sea Operation for the period 
•24 J u l y a 9 4 5 through 7 August 1945. 

4 August 1945 (Cont'd) . - ,-
0430 IPrget f-ound to booChinese tv/o-nnstod open junk. Reported findings nnd 

proceeded to r e j o i n formation on order of CTG 9 5 . 2 . 
. 0445 General Quarters on nppro-ach of unidentified a i r c r a f t . Iho "plane -was 

picked up at 50 miles.bearing 250°(T) and tracked i n directly toivards 
M.1SSET'and DALY. 

0504 After notifying C-TG 95.2 of intentions, toSSEY oponod f i r e on plana. 
The plane changed courso upon being "taken under f i r o and crossed 
ahead of LUSSEY. 

0506 MASSEY ceased f i r i n g as plane opened on a steady course "to the northoast. 
Ammunition expended: 75rounds of 5"/38. 

0523 Secured from General Quarters, 
0545 Rejoined formation. 

'0921 Proceeded to -go alongside ALASKA for f u e l , 
1106 Proceedod to return to screening station. 
1200- "Weather: cloudy,. low and middle clouds, pissing r a i n squalls, v i s i b i l i t y 

f a i r , v/inds of 4 - 5 knots from NW to SE, barometer normal, calm sea, 
1320 General Quarters f o r a n t i - a i r c r a f t f i r i n g exorcise far automatic weapons, 

using towed sleeve targots, 
1527 Secured from General Quarters, Ammunition expended: 747 rounds HEIT 

40mm; II56 rounds HIT nnd HEIT 20mm. 
1631 General Quarters on approach of unidentifiod a i r c r a f t . 
1641 Secured from General Quarters upon i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of plane as friendly, 
2150 Took station i n column with DesDiv 47 for anti-shipping sweep t» 

0100 MASSEY and DesDiv 47 rejoined the main body of Task Group 95.2 . 
0942 "Proceeded to go alongside GUAM to f u e l , 
1033 Proceeded to regain station i n "the anti-submarine.screen. 
I2OO V/eather: cloudy, passing rain squalls, v i s i b i l i t y f a i r , l i g h t breeze 

from NE, sea calm, 
1312 General Quartors f o r 5" And automatic weapon a n t i - a i r c r a f t practice-

using towed sleove targets, j\mmunition expended: 1? rounds 5", SR{, 
160 rounds 40mm, and 30 rounds'20mm. 

150s Unidentified plane approaching, llASSEY stinding by for possible a i r -
attack. 

1537 Secured from General Quarters onencmy planes clearing the area, 
1711 General Quarters upon approach of unidentified aircrcaft. 
1742.. Secured from General Quarters-whon a l l planes In area identified as. 

friendly. 
1932 General Quarters' upon approach of unidentified a i r c r a f t , 
2009 Secured from Gonem.l Quarters upon i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of a l l planes as friendly, 
2215 General Quarters to investigate surfaco radar contact made by tho ANTHONY. 
2220 Took station i n column -svith DosDiv 47 "for anti-shipping sweep of northorn 

approaches to the Yangtze River mouth. 
2230 Secured from Genoral Quarters upon evaluation by INIHONY of con"tact as- - / 

westward. 

5 August 1945 Moonrise 0303; Moonset 1732 

"non "target". 
-4-



A16-3 ( o n o ) • l i August 1945. 

C O N F I D E N T I A L ' 

Subject:' Aotion Repoit - East China Sea Operation for tho period 
24 July 1945 through 7 August 1945. 

6 August 1945 • Moonriso 0357; Moonset 1825 

0055 M/VSSET-and DesDiv 47 rejoined the main bbdy of .Task Group 95,2 
O3I8 General Quaiters for possible a i r attack, 
0348 . Secured from General Dua.rters as enemy a i r c r a f t l o f t tho area. 
1058 General Quarters-for possiblo air-attack. 
1200 Weather: Cloudy, passing squalls, v i s i b i l i t y f a i r , l i g h t breeze from 

NE, sea calm. 
1230, Secured from General Quartors when numerous a i r c r a f t wero idontified 

. as friendly, • ' 1 
1403 CTG 9 5 . 2 , 2 assumed t a c t i c a l command of Tb.sk Group 95.2 as per CTG 95,2 

visual dispatch 060455.- " • 
1534 Conmenced test f i r i n g of'5"/38 VT projedtiles. ' 
1602 Secured from tost f i r i n g . • 

7 August 1945 Moonriso 0438; Moonsot 2009 

0553 MASSEY proceedsd to assigned station for entry into Bucknar Bay, 
Okinawa, i n accord:.nco with entry plan. 

0711 • MiASSEY entered tho nnti-sabmarine nets, i n column astern of tho .ANTHONY, 
following the heavy units, and procoadod to anchorago i n berth L-49. 

PARTS IV, V, VI, VII AND VIH. 
No comments. 

C. W. ALmiCH. 

CCi 
CincPac • 3 
ComDesPac . 1 
CominCh 1 

• CoraDbsRon66 1 
CofflDesDivl32 l ' 
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DE'CLAiSSiliiO M A S S E Y ( D D - 7 7 8 > 

DD77e/il6-3 ^ j G9 ) 9 la^Mt 1%5» 

FiK&u 
SO I 
T U I 

0ii>j»ot) 
Befarwi*®* 
SlOlOgQT®* 

f omaxdsd har«vlth« 

2s9 CcgEmBiiag Csffieor. 
Ei« eamssdisr la- (Mef, iSnitod Stat«a Floot 
(EsadlEssa EiTisicai)* 

(1) essssasdsr fesk (Sii:^ 95.2* 
12) ^ s ^ E i i a r ^eSc Fere© 95. 
I3 J Ccs^aE&sr Math Fleat. 
(4.) Ceassndjsr Rsstroyars, Pacifio Fleet, 
(5) esffi^adsT i a Cbief, Pacifio Fleet*' 

Aati-iAlrcraft lotlcm Report, fcrwartSiag rf. 

(a) P&cFlt Canf. l t r . lCL-45.. 

(A) S«^i«ct report oX 0504, 2 ingast 1945. 

In accordane© with referonca (a), eacleoar© (4) l a 

Copies direct tot 
iC«BiaCh (Rsadiasaa © I T . ) (1 

J s 9 02727 



HBVISED FORM FOR REPORTING A.A. ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS 

Looation of ship (area) -^.^rrh CKinw S,/»« Û.S.S. MASSEY (DD-773) 
Zone Tims ^ (0504) ' Date- 2 Angust 1945 ; 

1, Surpidae attack (yes or no) , D;iy or Night 

2, Method picking plane up (Radar, binoculars, nolred eye) Rpflnr^ 

3. ' Range plane vras pickod up (50, 3 0 , 10, less than 5 miles) dq Ml),oa ' 

4. » Total number of planes observed Opa (1) T̂ype - - - -

5. Number of planes attacking onn ship Ona ( l ) Type - - - -

6 , Number of planes taken under f i r e by omi ship One ( l ) 

(a) Of those attacking own ship « - - - Type 

(b) Others - . . . Type 

7. Speed and altitude of approach i n knots and feet l65 Knots* 4500 feet 

8. Number of guns f i r i n g - by caliber 6 - 5''/38 
55 rounds VT Jlc 53 Mod 1 Lot 2077, L5< 53 Mod 2 

9. Ammunition expended - by caliber 73 roumds 5"/38 Lot 2070 
• 18 rounds A A C J l : 18. 

10, Percent service allowance expended nC30̂ ' 

• 11, Method of control ? i i l l Ra'dir Method of spotting B&dar 

Method of ranging WpXtaz Method of f i r i n g Master Kay 

•12, Approximate time-tracking to f i r s t shot 25 Minutes 

13. Approximate time of f i r s t h i t s 

14. .^proximate time f i r s t shot to l a s t shot 48 aaconda 
0 

15» Approximate position angle open f i r e 3 0 

1 6 , Approximate position angle cease f i r e 15° 

17, Approximate bearing f i r s t shot 250° T. 070 Relative 

18, Approximate bearing l a s t shot 210° T. 030 Relative 
\ • • 

19, Approximate range f i r s t shot 7000 Altitude of Piano 800Q 

20, Approximate minimum range a i r c r a f t approached 80OO Altitude SgQQ 

21, Approximate range l a s t shot aoCKl ^Ltituda of Plane 2000 ,̂  . 

22, Approximate altitude of bomb release - - - - ^Size of bomb - S ~C^7^7 



23. ^jprcadmata range torpedo release , - - - - Size of Torpedo " " " " 

•24«. Umber h i t s on ship .by haaba ~ - - - by torpedoes •_- - - Was ship strafed Uo 

Size gun 

25• Number near bomb misses damaging ship 

26, Planes shot dorm: Hone 

. . (a) Thoso attacking oroi ship 

. (b) Other a i r c r a f t ,̂  , „ . 

SURE SURE PROBABIE DAMAGED 
(By own ship (Assist) 

olono) 

, y, g T 

(An a i r c r a f t i s considered destroyed "Sure", whon, as result of own ehip's f i r o t 
I , It is seen to crash, 2, I t i s oeon to disintegrate i n tho a i r or bo onvolopod 
in flames, 3, It i s eoo'n to doocond on frlondl.y t o r r i t o r y nnd bo oapturod, 4* I'ilo't 
and entiro crow aro soon to b a i l out,) 
( A ) "Suro-Assist" may be claimod whon plane ie dontroyod as rosult of own ship's 
and assisting f i r o by friendly planes, shore battorios, or other ships,) 
(An a i r c r a f t i s -considered probably destroyed vhow, as result of own ship's f i r e : 
It i s so damaged as '"to have lees than an even chanco of reaching i t s own t e r r i t o r y 
'safely,) (An a i r c r a f t i s considerod damagod whon, as rosult of own ship's f i r e : 
It i s so damaged as to roquiro repair boforo beginning another mission, but has 
bettor than an evon chanco of reaching i t s own t o r r i t o r y safoly. Claims sha l l bo 
based on caroful intorrogation by proper authority, and every offort s h a l l be made . 
to olimina'ta. duplication of claims), 

27, Best estima-ta of size gun or guns responsible for each "Sure" - - - -
I 

28,.. Porformanco of ammunition (oxcellont, good, bad, poor) Gocd 

.29. Ubat failures i n material occurrod'in -tbis action? Vcsaa 
30, Sketch: (a) Indicate diroction of attack relative s26lp's head, 

(b) Show rolativo position of sun, 
(oj Indicato oma manouvors, 

Hote: Add descriptive toxt on additional 
sheet i f required to c l a r i f y roport, 

H 

0. W. 
// 

5" 

3 0 2 7 2 7 



TlHiZA vzs pioksd tro by Mark 1 2 radar a t 25 E i l e a , 
17 Ml®* t&o.target tas at 1j5TO~Xsat,altlt-sde,^jUgbTng 
ateadily. At 7>CU0 yarda tk« altitigJa v^sTtssaqy a t 
d,©SO £©5t, Sss f l x s t bmrstffl i^jlSkratsd tho targst p l y 
aaa g a t a r l l y , . Ess pirn* basksd right, divLnj etorply 
IsEssdiatsly a f t a r th® Urat Bali?®, asd crossed afcsad oX 
J^s^ to Cfi^ ea a steady ccsrsa to tlis Bortisact, Bs® 
Eight very felatfe t&a plsaw! -ma s ^ s r ̂ .g^si^ 



FB3-16A16-3 

S e r i a l : 0152 

C) H^ 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
COUMAJTOER CRUISER DIVISION IS •' 

ciRi or n.«iT fotr omci 
• ax rsiKciJCo, CiLiwiuii. 

CONFIDENTIAL • 16 AUG 1945 

FirtST BI4C0RSaffiNT to 
toSoEI's S e r i a l 0 1 0 9 
dated 9 August 1 9 4 5 . 

From: 
To : 

Via : 

Subject: 

1. 

Commander Cruiser Division CElTSFi: (CTG- 9 5 . 2 ) . 
Commander i n Chief, United States Fleet, 
(Readiness Division). 

( 1 ) Commandar Task Force 9 5 . 
( 2 ) Commander Destroyers, Fucific Fleet. 
(3) ComraRndar i n Chief, 'Pacific Fleet. 

Anti-;Urcraft Action Report, forY/arding of. 

Forwarded. 

co: 
MASSEY 

\ 9 02727 



X 

i ) 

Serial J 0G>4p, 

COimANbER BATTLESHIP SQUADRON ONE 
o/o r i f t Pott Off lot SO/jm 

San Franciaco, California 

• • ' / 

9 77 4 

BECOWO^^MPpBSEflfBSlT to 
OO .MASSSI. (mfSTConf 
l t r A16-3, Ser. 0109-
dated 9 August 1945. 

21 August 1945 

Proa: Cojuaander Battleship Squadron DNS 
(Comnander Task Force NINII-FIVB) 

To 1 Coinnander in Chief, United States Fleet (Read.DiT)«' 
Via : •('') Ccramander Dentroyers, Pacifio Fleet, 

(2) Comaander in Chief, Pacific fleet. 
Subject: Anti-Aircraft Action Report, forwarding of. 

1 . • Forwarded, 

Copy to: 
CO liiSSSI (DD778) 

027̂ 7/ 



•• Six 

( ) 

116-3(12) 

Serial 03^45 
DESTROYERS PACIFIC FLEET 

1 0 SEP 1945 • • 

. C O K F I D H I T I A L 

T H I R D SND0RS£1/?3' :T to 
C O L A S S E T - (DD77S) Conf 
l t r A16-3, Ser. 0109 
dated 9 August 1945. 

From: Comirander Destroyers, P a c i f i c Fleet, . / 
To : ^ Commander i n Chief, United States Fleet (Read. D i v ) . ^ 

Subject; Anti-Aircraft Action Roport, rorvmrding of, 

1. Forwarded. ' 

2, By copy of this endoroenont the attention of the 
Commanding Officer, U.S.S. fASSLY (DD778) i s directed to reference (a) 
of the basic l e t t e r , as corrected-by ALPAC 97-45, which delineates 
the proper procedure to be followed in submitting Anti-Airoraft .Action 
.Reports. Commander Destroyers, Pacific Fleet, i s not in the opera­
tional chain of command, , ,—. 

Chi of of S t u f f . 

Copy to: 
CO UASSSY (DD778) 

i6'lS 2eb s\ 

'y''''4'r\y-
, p P ' ' 



10909 Meade D r i v e 
Sun C i t y , A r i z o n a 85351 
A p r i l 16, 1993 

Hi Guys: 

E n c l o s e d a r e 180 + pages of the WWII a c t i v i t i e s of t h e 
USS MASSEY DD778. One of t h e f e l l o w s a t our Oregon r e u n i o n 
put me on t o t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y of the m i c r o f i l m . 

L o i s worked i n the C i t r u s C o l l e g e L i b r a r y and put me on 
to the p r o c e s s of p u t t i n g the f i l m onto paper. 

The r e s u l t s were f a r above my e x p e c t a t i o n . A l o c a l 
f i l m p r o c e s s o r a d j u s t e d t h e m i c r o f i l m t o h i s equipment and as 
a r e s u l t i t c o u l d f i t t o 8 1/2 by 11 i n c h paper. You saw my 
copy a t the Long Beach r e u n i o n where you r e q u e s t e d a copy. 

Haven't heard from Doc so I guess he i s s t i l l t r y i n g t o 
f i n d h i s way home from A u s t r a l i a . He was suppose t o n a v i g a t e 
to New Z e a l a n d . He s h o u l d be back i n time f o r the next 
Reunion....I hope. Are you t h e r e Doc? 

Haven't heard from J a c k Zagaros or anyone i n the 
M i n n e a p o l i s a r e a . . . I guess theVe s t i l l snowed i n . C o l d 
w i n t e r s a r e rough. 

I s o l d rny Coop i n Laguna H i l l s i n January and am now 
f u l l t i me i n A r i z o n a . C u r r e n t l y I'm i n C l e n d o r a , C a l i f o r n i a 
w i t h my g a l , L o i s . She i s s e l l i n g her home here and coming 
w i t h me i n June t o Sun C i t y where we w i l l f i x up my p l a c e . 

Hope t h i s note f i n d s you a l l i n good cheer and p r e p a r i n g 
f o r M a s s a c h u s s e t t s a year from now. 

S i n c e r e l y , 


