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HISTORY OF USS MASSEY (DD 778)

The USS MASSEY, ons of the Navy's new 2,200 ton destroyers, has
had an eventful caresr., She was built at the Seattle plant of thse
Todd-Pacific Shipbuilding Company. Mrs. lLance E, Massey christened
. the ship on September 12, 194E? in honor of her late husband, Lieu-

__ - tenant Commander lence E, Massey, USN, one of the early heroes of the

' Pacific war. As the Commander of Torpedo Squadron Three in the Battle

— .- of Migway, Commander Massey died pressing home an assault through in-
: tensoe .antiaircraft and fighter opposition that resulted in the sinking

L 1. of two Japarese aircraft cerriers.

— I " On November 24, 1944, in Seattle, the USS MASSEY was officially

placed in commission with Commander Charles W, Aldrich, USN,- as her
— . first commanding officer. For the next week, the MASSEY contlnued -

on her final outfitting alongside the dock before getting underway on
- November 30 on the first of her pre-shakedown trial runs. After con-
ducting various gunnery, radar, and degausing tests and-exercises in
_ . the Puget Sound area, the MASSEY departed for San Diego on December
__ h .~ 12. Here she underwent six weeks of various drills and inspections.
. P climaxed by her f£inal military inspection of January 25. The follow-
__ o ing day,.she began the return trip to Puget Sound, where she went .
‘ égti»dry.dook in the Bremerton Navy Yard for a post-shakedown over-
— ul, - - . .

— E - ~ ' On Pebruary 13, the MASSEY weighed anchor and steamed out through ]
the Strait of Juan de Fuca with Pearl Harbor her destination. .  After i
- 101ding gunnery exercises in the Hawalian area, she departed for Port 1.
' Purvis, Florida Island, as one of the screening units for two escort ]
. carriers.. In the Solomons Group, of which Florida is a member, the '
.8hip took part in the maneuvers conducted there preliminary to the
- .Okineva amphibious operation, She continued to screen these esacort
carriers as they mwoved northward to Ulithi in the Western Carolines
.on March 21 and then up to Okinawa by April 1. .

- .. For the first month of the Okinawa campaign, the MASSEY served

_ . with a .task forcs  of four escort carriers, whose planes supplied air

‘support for the ground forces on the island and conducted neutralizing

= ‘ " .attacks on the airfield. of the Sakishima Islands to the southwest,

- Then followed seven Weeks of radar pilcxket duty around Okinawa in

= ' company -Wwith one.or more destroyers. It was during this perlod that P}

. -her gunners first had an opportunity to show what they could do, The "

ship undervent frequent attacks by Kamikaze planes, but the combina-
tion of able maneuvering by Captein Aldrich, expert aircraft identi-
fication by her radermen, and excellent shooting by her gunners, .
brought -her through unscathed. BShe accounted for nine Kamikaze
‘planes in all, five of which fell before her guns one evening in a

___ brief engagement commencing just after the friendly fighter plane

, cover had returned to base for the night.

P

With the collapse of organized Japanese resistance on Oklnavwa,
= .~ most of the destroyers on picket duty there received new assignments,
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On June .24, the MASSEY deparbed for San Pedro Bay, Leyte Gulf P, I.,

" in company with Destroyer Squadron 24. Following a brief nericd of

repalr work,.she returned to Buckner Bay, Okinawa, as p&rt of the
screen for & fast cruiser task force. This force made the flrst
surface antishipping sweeps off the China Coast, ranging from the

‘waters north of Formosa, to the approaches to. Shanghai -4t the . tiﬁe

of the Japanese surrender, the MASSEY lay et anchor in Buckner Bay,
provisioning for another one of these sweeps.

' The MASSEY first sbeamed into Japancse watars on 22 September as

’ paft of & task force covering the first American landings at Wakayama

on the Inland 8ea. Just previously, shs had completed one week of

patrolling a lifeguard station on the airline route from Tokyo to
Okinawa, over which liberated prisoners of war were being flown. Then
. followed a round trip courisr run to Okinawa, where she narprovwly

missed the destructive typhoon .of 9 October., Back in Wakayama, she
operated with other destroyers of Squadron 66 on a weekly trip to
Yokosuka 1n Tokyo Bay. She continued on this duty until the squadron
departed for San Diego on 5 December, traveling by the way of Eniwetok,

Marshall Islands, and Pearl Harbor.,

' Leaving Pearl Harbor, the MASSEY pointed her nose eastward and

“home . -She - arrived at San Diego on 22 December 1945 and after 14

months at wvar, all hands had & very merry Christmss -- at home.

On 3 January 1946 the MASSEY left for New York, arrived there
on 15 .January and vas 1mmed1ately given 10 days upkeep. From 6 July

"until ‘1 November the destroyer voyaged between Newport, New York,
and the South Drill Grounds, conductlng extensive gunnery exercises.

From 6 July until 1 November of 1946 MASSEY oruised in the Nor-
folk and British West ‘Indies area, running the gamut of tasks and
exercises which sre .demanded of a peace-time destroyer; escorting,
practice shore bombardment, screening, drilling, and all the various
maneuvers which go to meintain top-notch efficiency on the destroyer
service.

After a shorb'bime in Charleston for tender availability, and

‘more cruising, the MASSEY reported to Commander Destroyer Squadron

Two at Norfolk where, on 15 July 1947, she avaited & cruilse to the
Mediterranean,

By Directive dabed,Narch 1946, the USS MASSEY (DD 778) has re-

'mained on active duty, attached to the U, S. Atlantic Fleet.

* * *

" The USS MASSEY (DD ”78) earned two (2) battle stars on the
Asiatic-Pacific Area Service Ribbon, for participating in the follow-

"~ing operation3° '
‘X Star/Okinawa Gunto Operation -

Asssult and Occupation .of Okinawa -- 24 March ‘to 30 June 1945, -

g

1 Staré:HIRD Fleet Operatiens against Japanj-~ 10 July to 15 August
l SoA' o ,Lh
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- The USS MASSEY '(DD’ 778) also earned the Navy Occuﬁation Service.
. Medsl - Pacific, for the period of 2 September to 6 December 1945,
* % ¥ '
‘ | STATISTICS
DISPIACEMENT o . 2,200 tonsi
OVERALL LENGTH .. 376 feet 6 inchss
BEAM - . : Lo feet 10 inches
SPEED - T : 35 knots plus
PSR S
Stencilled: July 1947 .
' 'Restenoil'led: February 1951 . .-
e e
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. _DATE? iay-24 June'45 NAME  ASSEY
' TFROM C. 0. MASSEY '

SERIAL 092 .
" DATE 7 July 1945
SUBJECT Action Report - QKINAVA GUNTO operations for
) ‘period 2 iay to 24 June 1945, - momon
Coyers -activities on radar picket station durinb"I(En:Bui.us)
operations from assignment to TG 51.5 Qa,ftir _28 day, Sd. =
“on LA31 day (efter having been in screen of CVEs) til dep
?-ML Prom.ares on bl 84, Much enemy air action in are.a.
 FILED: .War Diary . - ‘ wf{f ovee
" Beparately as PHOTASTAT 2g ORIGINAL

+

' _MICROSERIAL NO. 181818  [ACTION REPORT ormav wase »

o

__DATE_ 6 June 1545 NAME  WASSEY ,
- FROM C. 0. MASBEY _ S
. SERTAL 036 i

i

: DATE 1% June 1945 ’
 BUBJECT Anti-el roraft action om Fadar picxet station 9,
QRINATA,
Covers heavy sulcide plane uttack on vessel off QKINAYA on
1466 day for initial landings, In TG 31.5 under Gormmodore
Moosbrugger, ComTaskFlot §. Ship suffered no damage,

FILED: ' War Diary )
* Beparately ' as PHOTOSTAT; as ORIGINAL,
. ! OWEE ovER.
. MICROSERIAL N0. 11690 IACTION REPORT ormav roaee r

-

. yun | vor]] Jam | rro. san, | arm | Mar | dums | duey | ava, serr, | ocr | Mov. | oxe.
L2yl
WADS " -
1143 ' AL
1YY : - (x| x
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‘. Merely forwards, without comment, AA form report covering g%
. action at 0504I/2 Aug., in EAST CEINA Sea, against eneny al

"' DATE 22 July 1945 _ NAME  wagsEY

- Covers anti-shipping sweeps off mouth of YANGTZE River and

'DATE 1.2 August 1945

DECLASSK'[EJ _ C e e . A

C. 0. MASSEY
FROM . : SERIAL 099

" DATE 24 July 1945,

SUBJECT Action Ropor‘t - Eagt China Sea Operation - 12-23
July 1945. .
Covers unprolfitabls anti-ahipping BWenp, 0542-1250I, about @
7 miles off CHINA coast betw. FOOCHGCW & WENCHOW. In TF 95 o
(GUL{, ALASKA, MONTPELIER, CLEVELAND, COLUMBIA, DENVER & 9 X
"DDs_undar RAd Low, CruDiv 16), Area swept lay nor(bhv of] FOR-4
FILED: - War Diery over -
Separately a3 eno. DESRON 24 ser. 0185 (24 July

1945); s ORIGINAL;

ir.

MICROSERIAL NO. 143654 [ACTION REPORT 0pHAV-25-100 REY- 13—136{ H

DATE 27 July-6 Aug 1945 yaug MASSEY
FROM  C. O, mssmr '

DAT‘?‘ 11 Aug, 1¢43

SUBJECTA.ction Report: EAST CHINA SEA Operation, perlod
© 25 July through 7 Aug. 1945.

acrocs northeast approach to SHANGHAI to cut South CHIHA-
KYUSHU sea traffic. No profitable contacts in either YZILO:
or EAST CHINA SEA. In TG 95.2 (GUAM, ALASXA, MOLTTP&JIIIL&R
FILED: Var Diary over
Separately as Enc TESRON 24 ger, 0195 (11 Aug.
1945) p,19 ; as ORICINAL: as PHOTOSTAT

~ (CDRAC: PRE-CNVASION OF JAPAM:CHIIA COAST OPS:B-13)
MICROSERTAL NO. 137579  [ACTION REPORT opxav 16-258. (?)

B

{

————————e - PO . ]

NAME  MASSEZY

SERTAL 0109
. DATE - 9 August 1945,
Anti-Aircraft Action Report,

FROM C., 0. MASSEY

SUBJECT

craft, In TG 95,2 (CUAM, ALASKA, mmmm COLUMBIA,
CLEVELAND, DENVER & 9 DDs under RAd Low, CruDiv 16).

"FILED: Wer Diary over]
Separately as ORIGINAL;ap PHOTOSTAT

IEd

_LCENPAC. CHINA COAST OPERATIONS: B—13) -
~ MICROSERIAL NO. 136760 IACTION RFPORTOPNAV—Z?—NO REV. zg—

[
.
=
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' { Reg. No, {j ’7?@

U:S.S. MASSEY (DD-778 R8N

~poy7erAl2-1 (312 ) ' 1 2 DEC
BEBL%%%%%EB ~ /
From: The Commanding Officer,
To The Commander in Chief, United °tdt98 Flest,
Subject: Wer Dlary for Yonth of November, Submission of,
References: éa) CominCh ltr FF1/A12-1/A16-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943.
b) Arts. 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, N.S. Navy

. L ’ Regulations, 1920,
: K (c) AlNav 176 of” 1943,
i L - (d) PacFlt ltr 10L-43.

Enclosure:.  (A) War Diary, U.S.S. ‘MASSEY (DD778) for nonth of .,

November 19&4. ) MUY P
; : 1, In accordance with refPrences (a) (b) (c) and (d), enclosure
' T (a) is forvarded herew1th B . .

o
e 413

C Qs :
C. W. ALDRIZH.




B U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

B : DO778/ , JHar DMary, U.S.S8. WASSEY (DD778) - 1944

N COUFIDENTIAL |

- ' Nov 24 - 1045.U.S.S. MASSEY (DD778) placed in commission in accordance

_ with OpNev spdltr OP-23B-IGM serial 0628123(SC) AL-1/DD778 of
- | 2 . 28 October 1943, at outfitting dock, Todd Pacific Shipbuilding,
. . " " .Inc., Plant A, larbor Island, Seattle, Vashington. Commenced

— o -~ operations under CMO under direction Commanuant, THIRTEENTH

| ' " Maval District, in accordsnce vith Com)3- confidential serial
- . 0649 of 24 November 194k, outfitting ship and making oreparation

‘ o for shakedown training,

- . 2529

Nov Ergagad in fitting-out, comnletion of ecuipment tests, loading
"of supplies,. dock trials, drills and instructions for crew at
outfitting dock, Todd Pzcific Shipbuilding, Inc., Plant MAM,
Harbor Island, Seattle, ¥ashington,

]
[

i 30 Nov = 0833 Underway in accordance with flom)3 confidential serial

. 4 o 0649 of 2L November 1944 and swinging shin for magnetic compass
deviation,. 0959 iioored at Fler 91, U.S. Faval Station, Seattls,
- . - ) Weshington, Fueled and provisionsd ship. 1555 Underway for
T Bremerton Nevy Yard Deprrming Station, Illahee, ilashineton,
ol S . '1710 }oored.at Bremerton Navy Yard Deperming Station, Illahee,
Washington, Depermed ship and conducted darken ship test,

i
R

B el = . ENCLOSURE (A)

]
]
i
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u.s.s. MASSEY (DD-778) /’ {t
: IR Y A
DD778/£L2-1 ( M ) 23 Jamuary 1945
Fromt - The Commanding Officer,
To: The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Subjects ~ Wer Diary for Month of Devember, Submisslon of,

1 .
’enclosure (4) is forwarded herewith.

References: E g CominCh 1ltr FF1/A12-1/A416-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943.
S 'b). Arts. 712, 874(6), 1022, end 1317, U.8, Navy °
Regulations, 1920,
écg ANav 176 of 1943,
d) PacFlt ltr. 10L=43.

Enclosure! (1) Yar D:Lary, U.S.8, MASSEY (DD=778) for month of Decenber
1945.7
179 ¢
In asccordance wi‘ch references (a), (b), (o) end (d),

C.W, ALDRICH,

—
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-CORYIDENTTAL

WAR DIARY

Rep. No. -
R.& K-

R CV R0 N

Honth of Decamber 1944
U.8.5, MASSEY (DD-778)
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| ‘Wer Diary, U.S.S5, MASSEY (BD-778)
- C : 1-31 Dacember 1944 ]

I

1 Deo = The U,8,8, MASSEY (ID~778), Comnander Charles W, Aldrioh, U.S. Favyy
Commending, 4s in Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Squadron 66 of thafby
Pacifiic Floet of the United States Navy, and is épsrating under the Chie
of Neval Operations, under direction of the Commandant of the 13th Naval
District, in accordance with Com 13 confidential serial 0649 of 24 November,
1944, completing fitiing out and making tests in preparation for shakedown
trainding, Moored in Port Orchard, bow and stern to can bouys, with cns
6" manila line cut forward and ons 5/8% wire out aft, on following
bearings:t Illehes pior 075°(T), (bson pler 156°(T), end Battla Point 174°
(T), 1410 Completed loading amminition having loaded the following:
1160 rounds of 5%/38 A (7357)3 240 rounds 5% common (2225)3 100 rounds
T11. H.T, Indsx No. 14123 1500 57/38 Ctgs (SPDN)(6740); 600 5%/38 Ctga.
D ; . SPDN 33265 25=(290-2052-0) $7/38 cork plug spares; 12 57/38 (601 1-X)
projectiles, dummy drill, MK I time fuze type B.O. dwg 161064; 12 '“/38
.(602-00(_)0-}{3 projectiles durmy drill ME 2 s0lid nose type B.O. dwg 1610643
: 24 51/38 (105=0050~K) ctgs dummy drill B,O. dwg 161065 in MK 9 tanks;
a R 12 (401-8CC0-X) fuzes dummy time 45 second MK 18-0; 72 (080~1501-0) Primers
. . 4  lock combingtion for torpedo impulea chgs 150 (920-7070-0) wads imner B..O.
g ~ dwg 145181for torpedo impulsej k50 (920~7075-0) wads outer B.O. dwg 145051
‘ *  for torpedo impulss chgj 50 (010-10€1-0) pounds black powder SN cubical
tanks B.0, dwg 26581 for torpedo impulse; 16 (090-5030-0) cartridge cases
B.0, dwg 145051 for .torpedo tubes; 912 (080-1501-0) primers MK 15-1 drillj
- 10080 40¥M HEITSD K 151711, TNT burster chge MK 27-0 nose fuze; lot U.G.
¥K 11 tracer,{(R); 3600 QI HEIP NOO1711 TNT burster chg MK 27-0 nose fuze
lot UuTe3 720 4OMM APT NOO351 burster chg APT Lot U.D.; 288 40MM BLP NOO
f, _ , 5141 burster chg BIP Lot U.F.; 80 ALOMM (103-0030-K) ctgs dummy drillj 43560 .
; 20MM HEI (0000-011711) ctfs HE Incendiary TET; 21760 20t AA HET (0000-030=
" 111) ctgs HE tracer TET; 540 203 AA HET (COO0~01~5141) ctgs BL&P; 180
2003 {101~0030-K) ctgs dummy drills 3600 (T24A~5) ctgs 45 call, ballj 3000
(TIEGK=5) ctgs 30 calj ball oclip bandolleers; 100(T3AAA-5) 12 gauge shot
: shells 00 buckj 100(T) ViB-5 30 cal ctgs dummy in 5 round.clipsy 80 - .
; - T2VWA=5) otgs 45 cal. blanks for line throwing gunj 2(465=0300-E)
destructors AN-M3; 20000 (TIAA-5) ctgs 22 cal ball long rifle; 1-(741-
0400-F) demolition outfit MK 104; 3(20400-B) ships EIS star MK I whits;
3(2043.0-Bg ships®IS ster MK I rad; 3(24020-B) ships EIS shower ¥K 2 green;
3(20460-B) ships EIS smcke MK 3 red; 3{20470-3) ships EIS smoke Y¥X3 greenj °
- 3(20480-B)ships EIS tmoke MK 3 yellow; 3(20490-B) ships EIS smoke MK 8 1
black; 3(20500-B) ships EIS chamelon MK 4 WRGj 3(20510-B) shipsEIS chamelon l
MK 4 WRG; 3(20520-B) ships EIS chamelon MK 4 WRGj 1(40610-B) verys service
box metal complete; 1(409010~B) verys signal pistol MX 5; 6(20600=B) ships
- _ ‘ hand light red; 12(2-610-B)ships hand light blue; 14(20100-B) abandon ship
- | signaling kits; 1(40610-B) verys servics box metal for 1ife boatj 10
: {28060-B) ‘depth chg markers day MK I-I; 10(20810-B) depth chg markers night

?et? 2(50100—9) Ravy CN training spare guns; 1(50250-C) gas identificatim -
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CONFITENTIAL _ . 23 Jamery l945{
War Diary for Nonth of Decembe:r,. Submission of. ' )

1
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1 Deo (Cont14d)

2 Dec

3 Dec

4 Doc Moored berth FOX, Pier 91, Naval Station, Seattls, Washing‘ton.i

. 5 Deo

. Tesults satisfactory. 1808 Moo

15 5%/38 AA07357; 12 5%/38 TAR 4300; 27 5%/38 ctgs H6740; 1425 "Underway to.

. Seattle,. 1828.}:1001'6(1 starboard side to Pier 90 in berth 3, N&vie.l Station,
" Seattls, Washington,

P

0830 Underway to Port Jefferson and conducted degaussing calibration runs.

- 1410 Enrouts to Pler 91, Seattle, conduoting emergency drills eurouts.

1545 Yoored port side to berth B, Pier 91, Naval Stetian, Seattle, Washing= .
ton. '

© 1200 - Latitude  47°38,1'W Zons Time  ° :
1200 = longfitude 122°26,1'W Plus 7

0850 Underway to Dungeness end calibrated R.D.F. 1705 Moored port slds

- to dock at Ammunition Depot, Indlen Islsnd, Washirgton and received the
following ezmunitions 66 Depth charge.:cans, MK 9 Kod 3, loadedy 66 depth
' charge plstols, MK 6 Mod 1, empty; 66 depth charge booster extender, MK 6

Yod 1; €5 depth charge booster cans, MK 6 Mod 2; 72 percussion detonators,

MK 13 Hod 13 14 kmobbed safety covers for pistols; 14 krobbed safety forka

for extenders; 1-Gepth charge pistol (drill) MX 6, Mod 1; 1 depth chargs boost=
er extendor (drlll) MX 6 Hod 1; 15 impulss charge boxss; 30 single projector
impules chargea; S0 cans for impulse charges. 2041 Moored port alde to berth

_ FOX, Pler 91, Seattle, Weshington.

. 1200 = Latituds - 48°13.5'N Zone Time S
. 1200 ~ Longfitude 123°03.6'W Flus 7
2000 = Latituds 47°37.6'N
- 2000 = Longtlitude 122024,8'W

08,7 Undervay to Camnery area #5 (Puget Sound) for structural firing tssts,
conducting enginesring tests snrout. 1513 Completed structural test firing,

rod port slde to Pier 90, Seattls, Washington,

| lmmniticn expended tils date: 12 rounds BLEP #BE7-C-44; 18 rounds M cozmon

6200

-Seattle, Washington

#BE-30753 30 cartridges 5%/38 SPIN 6740, lot 24553 22/ rounds BI&P - LM SP
IN 4455 1ot of 431320 rounds BL&P = 203H lot 20 130/8, ¢ :

1200 = Latituda 48°12.2'N "Zons Time
1200 = longfitude 123°10'W Plus 7

Undermay to Vashen Point reasured mile ares

and conducted pitometer
calibration runs. 1525 Moored starboard ai F Yy
N .

de to Pier 91, Naval Statien,

ENCLOSURE (4)




- DDT78/H12-1 '
?g‘l/m;kn ( ' ) 23 Jamuary 1945

6 Deo (Co.nt‘d) .
. 1200 « Letituds = 47°88'H Zone Tims
1200 = Longiitude = 122°25.1'W Plus 7

7 Dec Undorway to Orchard Point and conducted calibration of MK 12 radar.

“ 1114 ¥E 12 radar calibration complsted, proceeded to Pori Angelus,

. Vashingtom. 1647 Anchored in berth 13, Port Angelus Harbor, Port ingelus,
Waahingm.

1200 - Latitude 47°34.4'F Zons Time
1200 = Longtituds 122°23. 5t Plus 7

8 Dec 0831 U.ndemy and fired anti-sircraft test practices and exerci sed at
sizula*ed dive bomber and strafing attacks, 1723 Moored port side to berth
5, Pier G0, Naval Station, Seattls, Washington., Ammunitdon exper led this
.dates 24 rourds 5%/38 A2 common; 380 rounds AU ammunidionj -

' 1200 - latitude' 48°12.5'F . ©  Zone Time
| L © 1200 = Longt{tude 123°011W Plus 7 - : ‘

L 9 Dec Hocred port sido to berth 5, Pler 50, Naval Station Seattls, Wechington,
SRR Inspaction by COXCPac Fire Board., '

| . 10 Dec Moored port sids to berth "BAKER", Pier 91, Naval Station, Seattls,
| Washington, fueling and.provisioning ship. '

41 Deo Informal inspsction by the Comnsnding Officer, Commissicning Detail,
T ’Saatule, Fmshingtop.

 12 Des (900 Readiness for Shakedom Inspection condncted by COTCPas, Subordinate
. Coamand, Seattle, Washington., Ship pronounced in all respects réady for shake=
down, 1331 Underway in complisnce COTCPac confidential mailgram 121515

of 12 December 194/, operating in acocordance COTCPac Operaticn Crder 306-44 .
of 15 November 1944, " .

. 2000 - Latituds  48°30.6'N Zone Tizme
2000 - LongHitude 124°48.1'¥W Plus 7 °

"13 Desc Enroute Sem Disgo, Celifornis,

o Latitude .. Longfituds Zone Tiz
0800 .- 48006'H . 1250061 Fras 7
. - 1200 - 45005t - 0 125°10'W ' S
P 2000 : 43 27!3 1250'39.1:17 4 .
| o - 4
: , _ 77" ENCLOSUEE (&) - |
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CONFIDENTIAL - 23 Jarmary 1945

War Diary for Month of Doceiiber, Sutmission of.
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* 14 Deo Enrcute Saa Disgo, Cellifornia,

32932 ’E. ) n7'046‘5 1y

BbI0SHE (4)

Sl e EN. e e e e = s -

DD778/M12-1( )

. letitude . Iong¥itude | Zone Tize .
0800140°17,7'H . . . 125929'W Flus 7 - :
12001 35°26,0'% 12500610 o
20001 27°43'F . 123°43.0W )
15 Doo Enroute, ‘San Diego, California, '
- Latitude’ ' " Long#ituds Zone Time
0800 35°13.6'N ' 122°16'W Plus 7
1200 . 34%28'% 121930, '
2000 33°13'W 120°05'W '

16 Dac' 0940 Reported to Cormander, San Diego Shakedown Group for duty., 1040
Eoored to bouy 8 end 84 4in San Diego Bay, 1400 Underwent formal military
errivel inspedtion by Commander, San Diege Shakedown Group,

" Latitude ‘ LongZitude " Zone Time
0800  32°30,9'N - 117739 . . Flua 7

17 Deo 0721 Undsrway, operating in accordance Commander, San Diego Shakedowa
Group Op Order 32-44 of 17 Docember 1944. Condutting ASH trsining
exerolises under WCSS with the USS SPRINGER (88414}, 1803 Moored to bowy
8, San Dlego Bay. ' ' )

: Latitude o Longkituds Zoms 'H.me :
0800  32939'w T 1AT13.6'W Plus 7
1200 32°29'W ' £7117939.51% e T
18 Dec 0700 Wnderway eperating in ¢ompany USS S'I;RINGER(SS/J_O carryin |
, . , gz out
- 437 training exezoises, 0800 Commender Farold T. Douternarm, U.S. Navy,
Commander Destroyer Division 132 hoisted his pemnant in the USS MASSE Y
(oo773)s . 7 '
Latitade ) Long¥ituds . Zone
0800 323518 117151 Plus ':;m
1200 3P25.5'® 117°35.5'% .
" 19 Do Underwey cpaéating in ecom : S
. . Unders : rany US5 SPRINGER (S USS COOK INIET
' USS HAZARD, 1247 Relleved USS BORIE as .e'scort%z"USS ALISEA am-iigmd
., conduoctlon of shore bombardment and comenced operating in accordance
: Op. Order 26-.4.{, of CTG 14,2 of 16 Ducember 1944, v
. ‘Latituds ) . Long¥itude | Zone Tina A
0800 32939,5'8 . 117°%13,51% ~ Flus 7. {
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19 Dec (Cont'd)

. Zone Time
2000 32041'% 11.8022'F Plus 7
20 Do Undsrway eseortdng UGS ALASKA,
‘ Latituds Longlituds Zons Tipe
0800 22°46'm 117920,81% Flus 7
1200  272946,5'% 117°46.5'%
2000 32052.5'% 11790721

21 Dea Brcorting UBH ALASKA during chore bombardment exercise 131, 1900
! -Joined oimpazzy U35 INDIANAPOLIS and USS BROWNSVILIE, 1910 CS8DSG Exsrcise

A(‘ N

177 fired with USS INDIANAPOLIS, 2016 Took station and commenced acreening
USS IFDIANAPOLIS, Zmmunitiom expendadt 12 rounds Stershell Illumirating,

-Latituda

' i Longtituds Zons Time
0800 32°32,51% 117524, 31% Plus 7
1200. " 32°35.5'8 N7PL5E

2000 32°37'y ¢ 117°34.1'%

22 Deo Escorting USS INDIANAPQLIS, 1328 Fired Commander, San Diego Shakedown

oxarcisus 164 and 167, 1734 Moored to bouy 8, San Diego Bay, Amminition
. expendsds 5/ rounds A4 ocmmon 5%/38,

. Latdtuds

Longgituds Zons Tinme
0800 23z°18.5'% : 117758, 5% Plus 7
1200 32°17'% _

- 118°07'w
2000 MNoored bouy 8, .

23 Deo ‘ Hoorad to bm:w 8, 8an Diego,Bay. Conductad Traoking Exorciss 175, '
24 Dso 0705 Usdorway, oonduoting ASW exsrolne: under WOSS, 1705 Moored bovy 8.

Latitude Longbitude Zons Tims
1200 32°30'K. 177321w Plus 7

25 Dac  Moored at bouy 8, San Diegoe Bay.

© 26 Doo 0707 Underway in aocordance 038G Op Order 32-44 conducting echeduled
- drills and exsroises, esoorting URJ INDIANAPOLIS, Oonduoted towing
exsrolse, USD INDIANAPOLIS tewing USS MASSEY, 2252 Joinsd UGS CLEVZLAND
USS AARDE WARD, UBS COOK INLET, and formed anti-
USS OLEVELAND an

' submarine zorsea on
- Plan %3,

4 USS‘INDIANA.POLIS, US3 MASSEY in gtation 1 of Sereening

wZe
ENCLOSURE (A)
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. San Diego Shakedown Group.

()
DD778/212-1( )
mm 23 Jamuary 1945
. War dlary for Month of Dscember, Sutmission of.
26 Dec (Cont'd)
Latitude Long2itude Zone Tims
0800 32°33!K a7oalw Plus 7
1200 32°29.5'N 118°11,5'W
. 2000 - 32°30'H 118028'W ‘
27 Deo - 0100 USS AARON WARD proceeded indspsndentlyj USS MASSEY took station

#2 of anti-pubmarine soreening plan #52, screening USS CLEVELAND and
USS INDIANAPOLIS, (734 Rsoceived guard mail from USS CLEVELAND in
mail passing exercise, then resumed screening station. 1002 Took
station 4000 yards fo seaward of USS INDIANAPOLIS as anti-submarine
patrol for USS INDIANAPOLIS oconduct of shore bombardment of San
Clemente Island, CSDSG Exercise 131, 1702 Relisved of patrol duties

" "by USS HART (ID594) and procesded to rendezvous for conduct of GSDSG -

Exsrcise #109 and Night Machine Cun Practice #110.

Latitude - Ldn§i’,itude ) Zone Time

32247 'N 118922'% Flus 7

32,4380 118°22,8'W

32°21'% 118°03'H

Operating in accordance CSDSG Op Order 32-44 conduoting scheduled

drills and exercises operating with various units under Commander,
0931 Fired Point of Adm Practice using
Main Battery and iutomatic Weapons Battery. 1326 Fired AABP “GEORGE";
"HOW®, and "BAKER" treining runs., 1855 Fired Night AABP WHOW® and

"INCIE® on automatic weapons battery. Ammunition expended this datet -
20.rounds 5%/38 AA Ccmmon,

Latitude

Lengditude

, Zone Time

'32319‘3 1170540 Flus 7
- 3293,'% 118°02'W

32026 118000'W

1400 TFired AABP MUNCLE" and MGEORGE®. 1712 Moored Buoy 8, San.

Diego Bay, Jmmunition expended this date: 55 rounds 57/38 A1

Cemmon,
- Latitude Loné‘titudo Zone Time

32°30tx - 117058 Fluse 7

3%y 117°23.5'% , ‘

Xoored Bnoy.8, San Disgo Bay.

L -
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CONFIDENTTAL 23 Jamary 1945
Yar diary for Month of December, Sutmission of.
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. 31 Dec 0647 Urderway in compliance Commander, San Diego Shakedown Group
: Op .Order 2p-44 of 17 December 1944, in company with various urits
_ . _ attached to Commander, San Disego Shakedown Group, 1152 Fired Radar
Calibration practicej USS BOGGS towingjand AZBP "TARE" and "GEORGE®,
- . Made rehearssl torpede runs and rekearsed Night Machine Gun Surface
Practice runs, Ammunition expended: ‘82 rounds 5%/38 BL & T. &4
= o rounds 5"/38 Al Common.

- ' : 4 Latitude Lohgituda | Zone Time
0800 32°44.%'H : ' 117°23'W Plus 7
| - 1200 32932.5'N 118°05'W
- 2000 32°33'N 118°14'F
B S o  C.¥. ALDRICH,
W
\
| !
‘ .
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778) [

‘oo77e; 412-1 ( 03 8) " L Pebruary 1945,

U'E.C,lc&:é@%}tﬁlfﬂ_

Prom: ' The Commnding Officer,
' - Ter - The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,

Subjects War Diary for Month of Jammry, Submission of,

Reference: éag CominCh ltr FF1/A12-1/A14~3 (7152) of 29 Octcbar 1943,
o b) Arts, 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S, Favy
- _ , Regulations, 1920,
: ' .. (e)-AlNav 176 of 1943,
(4) PacFit ltr 10143,

Tnclosure: (1) ¥ar Diary, U,S.8, MASSEY (DD778) for month of January
- T 1945, -

. In accordance with references (a), (b), (c), amd (d),
enclosure (A) is formarded herewith,

'A/gd;ﬁ«z{/ﬁ/

sossosHILIED
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U.S.6. MASSEY (DD-778)

por7ey A12-1 ( 038 ¥AR DIARY 1-31 Jancary 1945,
CONFIDENTIAL |
i Jan = Tho U.8.8, WASSEY (DD778), Comeander Charles W, Aldrich, U.S. ¥avy,
Comminding, -1s in Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Squadron 66 of
the Pacific Flest of the United States Navy; and is operating under
the Chief of Faval Cperations, under direction of the Commander,.
San Diego Shakedown Group, of the Operational Training Com=mand, Pacifie
Floot, in accordance with Commander Task Group 14,1 Operating Order
34~4L, conducting shskedown training exercises, Ccmmander Harold Te
. Deuterman, U.8, Navy, Commander, Destroyer Division 132 is eumbarksd
: * aboard, with U.S.S, YASSEY acting temporary flagship of Destroyer
- ' Diviwdon 132, Ship is underway in company with various units attached
! ‘ to Commsnder, San Diego Shakedown Group. Pired local cantrol battle
. : practice, Fired AABP "Sugar®, :
- gmmundtion expended: ‘52 rounds 57/38 AA Common,

Iatitude . longitude
0800 - 32331'N , 118°14'W
- 1200 32 37N 118%02'%W

2 Jan = Moored buoy & and 8k in San Diego Bay. Held Wockup Training Exorcise
302 at West Coast Sound Schoolj Shore Bombardment conference at
ComPhibTraPas, San Diegoy loaded 5 practice torpedoes fraa Faval Repalr
Base, San Diego. .

| 3 Jan = Pired torpedo practices; CSDSG Exercises 140 - Low Visibility Radar
| ‘ Comtrolled; Exercise 141 - Surprise Encounter; Exercise 1i2 - local -
" Centrol Torpedo Practice,

: Latitude Longitude
; 0800 32042,5'F 117°13.8'W
o ~ 11200 32°311N , 117°%551W

» L Jan = 0655 Underway for gea, 1112 Fired Day Surface Spotting Practice,
{ . 1140 Commenced Destroyer Tactical Maneuvering Pxerciss 23. 1457 Fired
: ' : CSDSG Exercise 162, AABP MBaker®, 1930 Fired night starshell 1lluminating
practics, :

Ammanition expended this dates 78 rounds 57/38 Ak Common, 2 rounds
51/38 gtarshell illuminating. .

. Tatitudo Mn%itudo

0300 329351\ ' 117 201%

1200 32931'N 118°03'W

2000 32027'H 1179591w

-1-
', ENGLOSURE (A) _ 2 \
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U.s.8. MASSEY (DD-778)

pD778/A12-1 ( 038) : L, February 1945,

GONFIDENTIAL

_ War 'Dlary for Month of January, Submission of,

------------------—------——-—-----------

5 Jan = Conducted mmoke screen laying exercise; fired AABP "George",
Axemunition expended: ‘30 rounds AA Common, .

) . Lagitude Ipngti‘bude
0800 32°21N- 118°051W
1200 - 32008tN 117°4L8'W

6 Jan = Noored to buwy 8 and 8A in San Diego Bay. 0713 Underway for sea,

operating undsr West Coast Sound School, escorting U.S.S, STURGECH,
Conducting anti-submarine Exerciss 2. 1729 loored buoy 8 in 3an

- Diego Bay,
‘ Latitude " Longitude
0800 Buoy 8 and 8A, San Diego Bay, Califomia,
1200 3202818 1179439

2000 Buoy 8 and 8A, San Diego Bay, Califorrda,

7 Jan = Conducted CSDSG Exercise 401 = Full Power Trisl-sucessfully,

. Latitude C Longitude
0800 Buoy 8, San Diego Bay, Calif, 4

1200 32°121¥ 117°45'W
2000 Buoy 50, :San Diego Bay, Calif. o

8 Jan = Complated CSDSG_&qfcise:. 67 - Damage Control; 23 - Tactics;
- 140R = Radar Torpedo Practice rehearsil; 108P - Night Spotting
. Practice, ‘ -
Amrunition expended this date: 30 rounds AA Common, 16 rounds
Iluminating, 46 rounds SPDP Cartridges.

Lagitude Longltuds
1200 32°20N . 117 KXW
2000 32°151) 118°12'W

9 Jan = Complstod CSDSG Exercise: 23 - Tactics; 68 - Damge Control Problem;
. 132F ~ long Range Battle Practice; 203 - Flashing Light Drill; LLOR,
LR, U42R = Torpsdo Rehearsal runs,
Ammunition expended: 36 rounds AA Common, 36 SPDN 6740 Cartridges.

Iatityde Lo;\gmm'
0800 320321K . 17°L2w
1200 3203128 117955'%

2000 32%311y 118°26TW
-2- A

ENCLOSURE (A)
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U.5'S. MASSEY (DD-778)

o778 A12-1 ( U38) - _ . L, Pebruary 1945.

COAFIUERTIAL -

War Diary for Month of Jamary, Submission of.
@ ‘ 10 Jan - Completed CSDSG Exercises:22 - Towing a disabled ship; 69 = Damege
| .- Control; 124F - Local Control Battle Practice; 1O9F - Night Battle
Practice; 110F - Night Machine Gun Practice (surface); 164F = kA and
JMG Practice "George"; 169F - AAMGP "How'; 1707 = AAUGBP "Uncls”j
1652 = AABP "Tare”, ' '
lamonition expendsd: 165 AA Common, 2k Illuminsting, 54 SPDF

. . Cartridges, 141 SPON Cartridges, 2820 LOWM, 4170 2030
' : latituds Longltude
0800 329291N , 117%17 %
1200 32017,2'N 1179531/
2000 320161N . 118%07W

11 Jan = Completed CSDSG Exercise 70 - Damage Control; 124F -~ local Control
Battle Practice; 163F - Full Radar Control AABP "Raker™; 164F = A
and AAMG practice nGeorge"; 209 - Recognition Drill; 125F - Day '
Spotting Practice; 130 ~ Ssimulated Shore Bombardment, .

‘Ammmition expended: 110 AA Common, 110 SPDN 6740 Cartridges,
720 40 1M, 1320 201, : .

latitude . Longl tude

0800 ° 323151N NS
1200 32 26N 118%121w
2000 Moored. . :

12 Jan = Complsted CSDSG Exercise 71 - Demage Control; 140F = Full Radar
.- Control Torpedo Practice; 1L1F = Surprise Encounter Torpedo Practice; .
2P = Local Control Torpedo Practice, '

RS TRTSTE LT

{ latitude longitude
. 0800 32035'N 117°20 W

! 1200 329301N 117055

‘ 2000 Moorad,

;3 Ja.n.- Yoored in San Diege Bay.

§ . 14 Jan - Operating in accordance CSDSG OpOrder 1-h5. Completed Exercise
‘ CSDSG 72 = Damage Control. '

I : B - Latitude Longitude
: : - 0800 320491 1180231%
| 1200 320L8'N 118°23'%
; 2000 - 33°01rN 118°23'W
l . \‘. * -3.
} | ' . ENCLOSURE (A) = ' )_\,
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U.8.8. MASSEY (DD-778)

po778/ A12~1 ( 038) | - L, February 1945,

CCNFIDEHTIAL
War Diary for Momth of Jamary, Submission of,
! 15 can - Conducted (SDSG Exercise 73 - Demage Controly and Exercise 131 -
Shors Bombardment, Ammunition expended: 422 AA Common, 14 Illuminating,
b Common, 396 SPDN 6740 Cartirdges, 44 SPDF Cartridges, 360 L0

. . Iatituds Lon%itude
: : 0800 - 32°491N 118°21'%
- o . 1200 32050'N nagzo'w
- 2000 - 32°48'N 118°24'K

16 Jan'~ Conducted San Diego Shakedown Group Exercise 109R - Night Battle
Practice Rehearsal; 110F - Night Machine Gun Practice; 23 - Tactics.
Ammunition expendsd: 720 LOMM,

{

' : Latitude - Longitude

R © 0800 - 32%8'N 118.21'W
' : . 1200 ) 320491 1187229

2000 - - 3202714 . 118C15tw

17 Jan = Conducted CSDSG Exercise 305 - Radar Jamming; 168F - Drone Practice;
185® « &mall Drone Practice; 74 - Damage Contreol Problem,
Ammunition expendsd: 96 5"/38 AA Cemmon, 922 LOMM, 3078 20MM

Tatitude Lon%itude
0800 . 3203014 - 117°25'W
- o 1200 320551N 118%04'w
0 . 2000 Yoored buoy 50,

18 Jan = loored at buoy 50, San Diego Bay, Conducted CSDSG Exercise 302 =
; . CIC Mockup; and Attack Teecher Instruction, Loaded L practice '
| torpedoes from Naval Repair Base, San Diego, :

19 Jan -~ Conductsd CSDSG . Exercise 118F - Division Torpedo Practice,

latituds Longitude
0800 Yeored buwoy 50
! 1200 320171 - 117%3'w
. o ' ' 2000 ' Moored buoy 50 .

20 Jan -~ Moored at buoy 50, San Dlego Bay, Conducted CSDSG Exercise 306 -
Coordinmated Attack, Anti-Submarine; 201 - Tactical Commurdcation Irill,

|
- : 1’ .‘ ' ENCLOSURE (A) _ J
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- U.S8.8. MASSEY (DD-778)

pD778/A12-1 ( 03”) . . ' A 4 Pebruary 1945,

GOHFIDERTIAL

War Diary for Month of Ja.zmary, Submission of,

" 21 Jan = Conducted CSDSG Exercise 300 = Fighter Direction; Fired Radar
i . Calibration Practioce,
: Amunition expsnded; 30 rounds 5"/38 AA Common,

: Iatitude ngitude
0800 32°34N SN
1200 32932'N 117 Os51w

22 Jan - Conducted CSDSG ASW Exercise 2, exsrcising with S33; Conducted
Exorcise 175 « AA Tracking Runs,

Iatitude Iongitude

0800 32933.5'N 117°936,5'%
1200 32°31'N 17°%0'W
2000 32031'N 117°40'%

| - 23 Jan = Conducted CSDSG ASW Exercise 2, exeroising with S33,

' Tatitude Longitude
0800 . 32029'N n737TN
1200 © 32030'N 117%38 W h
2000 - Moored to buoy 8, San Diego Bay, Callf, '

24 Jan =  Conducted CSDSG ASW Exercise 2, exercising in comparmy with 833.

Conducted CSDSG Exercise 145 - Dep’ch Charge Structural Firing Test.
"Results satisfactory,

E 7 latitude Y. . Llongitude
f 0800 _ Yoored buoy & and 8A, San Diogo Bay, Calif,
I ( 1200 32°4L1'N 11792919

, 2000 Moored buoy 8 and 8A, San Diego Bay, Calif,

- 28 Jan = Underwent. Commander San Diego Shakedown Group Exercise 11 -
‘Damage Control Problsm-and Exsrcise 12 - Finmal Military Inapection.
Completed shakedoyn training,

0800 Moored buoy 8 and 8A, San Diego Bay, (alif,
1200 Yoorsd buoy & and 84, San Diego Bay, Calif,
2000 Moored buoy 8 and 84, San Diego Bay, Calif,
-5 ,

ENCLOSERE (A)
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U.S.8, MAGSEY (DD-778)

DD778/ m-l ( 038 )
CONFIDENTIAL

War Diary for Month of, January, Submission of,

, Febmusry 1945,

26 Jan - Undsrway at 1000 in accordance Comll Serial 0-520 of 25 JamuaryXL5,
. Baroute to Puget Sownd Navy Yard, Bremerton, Washington, for post- '
shakedown availability, 1700 Completed Commander San Diego Shakedowm :
Group Exsrcise 400 - Ueasured Mile, v
Latitude Longitude i
- 0800 Meorad to buoy 8 and 84, Syn Diego Bay, Galif,
1200 32°41,2'N 117 29'W.
2000 33%2,4'N 118°09,2'W
27 Jan = Enroute PSHY, Bremerton, Washington,
_ Latitude Longitude
0800 o - 3492y 12100617
1200 35013'N 122°19w
N 2000 37°0L'N 122°45'%
28 Jan - Enroute PSNY, Bremerton, Washington,
o Iatitude Longitude
0800 3936'N o 1°35,5'W
B | . . 1200 LO®311N 124,054 W
' 2000 4,2°031N 125°10w
29 Jan.~  Earoute PSNY, Bremerton, Washington,
_ . . Iatitude Longitude
| 0800 L5209 . 124,°35'W =
o 10 b6 05N 124,°21tw
. o | 2000 47°29,5'N 125°03'w

. 30 Jan = Arrived PSNY, Bremerton, Washington, Unloaded remnant ammunition
-for tomporary stowage at NAD, Pugst Sound, Bremerton, Washington,
1903 I'ntered drydock No, 7, Puget Sound Navy Yard; Commenced post-
shaxedown rerair availability in accordafice COTCPAC dispatch 191833

SR of January 1945, ' '

_ ' e Iatitude

Ipn\gitudo
0800 L7034 122°30'W -
1200 Anchored 700 yards south of Pler 4, PSNY, Bremerton, .
4 Washington, |
___ 2000 - Drydocked in Flsating Drydock No. 7. '

31 Jan = Continuing mavy yard work, Drydocked in Floating Drydock No. 7,
. Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton, Washington,

-6. 1
ENCLOSURE (4) - | ‘ 7
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| _ U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)] Rég. No. L 2f
oo778/A12-1( S) 5 March 19%%
‘ Fromt fheComménding Officor,
To The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Subj ects ' War Dié.ry for Month of February, submission of,
Reference: Eag CominCh 1tr FF1/A12-1/416-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943.
b) Arts, 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U,S8.Navy
. Regulations, 1920, ‘
¢) AlNav 176 df 1943, o
d) PacFlt 1tr’ 10L=43, e
e) PacFlt conf, ltr 1CL-i5,
Enclosure:  (4) War Diary, U.S.S. LASSET (DD778) for month of February
1945, i
’“ 10

In accordance with references (a), (b), (c), (d), end (e),

enclosure (4) is forwarded herewith.

-t L

C. . ALDRICH
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' U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

DD778/ A12- 1(056 ) WAR DIARY 1-27 February 1945,

CONFIDENTIAL

" 1-8 Peb ~ - The U.s.s. LLA.SSEI (DD778), Commander Charles V. Aldrlch U.S. Navy,
Commanding, is in Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Squad.ron 66 of
the Paclfic Fleet, of the United States Navy; and is operating under the
f Chief of Maval Operations , under direction of the Commander, Operational
Training Command, Pacific Fleet, undergoing post-shakedown repairs;
1 - ‘availability in accordance -COTCPac despatch 191833 of January 1945,
Drydocked in Floating Drydock #7 at Puget Sound Mavy Yard, Bremerton,
Washington, The governing job during this availability 1s made up of
i ‘ alterations to undervater body to correct excessive vibration experienced
: in this vessel during shakedown., These alterations involve removal of
' ' one stern tube strut on elther shaft and strengthening the remaining
struts. Installation of ¥N and various other radioc gear in progress.
- . - Repairs to lark 12 Radar and other work in CIC in progress. Current
X _availability ends 10 February 1945; RFS 13 February 1945, Ships
‘present: Various units United States Pacific Fleet, Yard and District
Craft: .SOPA in U.S.S. ALABAMA (BB40).

Zone Plus 7.

8 Feb = 1630 shifted from Floating Drydock #7 to PFler 5, Berth C, Puget Sound
- Navy Yard, Bremerton, Washington, repairs to underwater body having been
completed, It has been dscided by Industrial lianager, PSNY, Bremerton,
: o to run underway trials to detemina results of vibra.tion correction on
: .Sunday, 11 Febnlary.

’
4 = 7

. Zone Plus 7.
' ’ g : : .
9 Feb = 1315 Fueled ship and-held post-repair dock trials at Pier 5, Berth G,

. Zons Plus 7.
10 Feb = Availabili’,cy completed, 'Ta}d,ng 611 stores and making ready for sea,
Zone Plus 7,

11 Pedb = 0811 Underway in Puget Sound to Straits of Juan de Fuca conducting
vibration ‘tests at various speeds. 0910 Ran degaussing ranges at
Point Jefferson, Washington - degaussing test satisfactory, 1115
Commenced modified full power trial in comnection vibration test and
post-repair trial, 1334 Completed full power and vibration teast runs;
results of both full power and vibration tests satisfactory, 1522
Moored in Berth C, Pier 5, Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton, Washington,
with standard meor., Topped off fuel oil and provisions,

Zone Plus 7,

-1
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U.5.8. MASSEY (DD-778)

pD778/ m-]_.([] ) 6) ' WAR DIARI o 1-27 February 1945 —

CONFIDENTIRL | - y
12 Feb - 1000 Underway, stood out into Port Orchard Channel and anchored to

load ammunition, 1155 Degan loading ammunition, 2210 Completed .3

loading ammunition, having received full standard allowance ammmnition i |

of all types for destroyer this type from NAD, Puget Sound, Weshington,
Ready. for sea as of midndght. ;

Zone Plus 7

13 Feb = Ready for ses, 1009 Underway for Pearl Harbor, T.H., in accordance
Commander Western Sea Frontier dispatch 121639 of February and in
compliance CinCPac secret dispatch 080703 of February. 1804 Pagsed .
Juan de Fuca Lightship abeam 1 mile to starboard, bearing 000°%; took
‘departire, set course 261°(T) and pgc. 230° psc. Zigzagging in

" accordance Plan 6 of USF(10)A, Steaming singly enrouts to Pearl

e e e

Harbor, 0800
Positions: Anchored off Pler 5, PSNY, Bremerton, Washington.
' - Iatitude Longitude ’
.7 1200 L7°-L46.31N, 1220-13,11%,
2000 L80-26'N, 1249-501,
Zone Plus 7. .

1, Feb.= Inroute proceading singly to Pearl Harbor,T.H. TFirad air burst
practice and tested all automatic weapons. . Operation of all guns
satisfactory. '
Ammunition expended: .

' L rounds 5"/38 AA Common. ;
L, rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 6740
180 rounds 4CM{ HEIT
660 rounds 20M{ HEI

Positions: 1atitude Longitudo .
0800 46°-361N 9o-17', ;
1200 L50-L 1N 130°-40.5'W. :
2000 L4902, 1N, 132°-54'7. )
‘ Zone Plus &, \
15 Feb = Enroute proceeding singly to Pearl Harbor, T.H. 0830 Exercised {
. erew at General Quarters for Battle Problem. 0
Positions: . . [
" La’gitude Longitude Zone ‘
0800 L1 LL4'N 136° 021§ Plus 7
1200  41° 021N 137° 06'W
2000 39° 361N 139° ogw ;
-2~
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CONFIDERTIAL

poy7es Al2-1 () 56 VIAR DIARY 1-27 February 1945,

U.S.8. MASSEY (DD-778)

16 Feb - Enroute proceeding singly to Pearl Harbor, T.H, 0839 Exercised crew

17 Feb

18 Feb

19 Feb

at General Quarters for Battle Problem, 1005 Fired burst practice with
main battery and automatic weapons, 1515 Changed time to zome plus .8,
Ammunition expended: :
: 3 rounds - 5%"/38 AA Common

3 rounds - 5"/38 Powder SPDN 6740
120 rounds - LOWM HEI
358 rounds LOM HETP . ;
440 rounds - 20K HETP ) '
880 rounds - 20MM HEI

. / . - . -
POSITIONS: . Iatitude Longitude Zone Des, .
' 0800 379 18,51y - 4 1420 23,57 Plus 8
1200 36° 05.9'N 1439 2917 ‘
2000 34° 3500 15° 1y
= Enroute proceeding. eingly to “Pearl Harbdr, T.H, 0827 Exercised 'crew
at General Quarters in Battle Problem, 1630 Changed to zons plus 9,
POSITIONS: Iatitude - . Longitude Zone Des,
0800 - 320 oLIN- 147° 48.2"Y  Plus §
1200 31° 07'N 148° 331y :
2000 - 29° 51N - W% st
= Inroute proceeding singly to Pearl Harbor, T.H, 0820 Exercised crew
at General Quarters in Battle Problen. ) S
POSITIONS: latituds Longitude Zons Des,
’ 0800 27% 2718 152° 11w . Plus 9
1200 27° 021N 153° 05y -
2000 250 20'N 154° 41,297 -
- Enroute proceeding singly to Pearl Harbor, T,H, Scheduled to

rendezvous with towing planes Northeast of Oahu for AA firing at about
0800. 0800 Rendezvoused with two towing planes and fired AA practices
Baker, George, How and Tare, 1259 Passed channel Buoy #1 abeam to port,
standing in to Pearl Harbor. Rsported for duty in Pacific Fleet to '
CinCPac (Pearl Harbor) and ComDesPac, 1347 Yoored bow and stern to Buoy

D-2, 14ddle Ioch Archorage, Pearl Harbor, alongside U.S.S. DREXIER (oD 741), o
- port side to, in 4 fathoms of vater. 1355 Received ComDesPac's represent-

atlve on board. 0730 Changed to zone plus 9%,

¢

—————

POSITIONS: Iatitude Longitude Zone Des,
0800 - 21° 58,51§ 157° opryy Plus 9% !
1200 21° 15,1'N 157° 53,449 '
2000 Moored Buoy D-2, Middle Loch, Psarl Harbor,
~3= LJA
ENCLOSURE (4) ’
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-U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

WAR DIARY

20 Feb - Moored to Buoy D-2, ¥iddle Loch, Pearl Harbor,

2] Feb

- conduct of night motor torpedo boat at

‘and other officers concerned attendsd Shore Bombar

ComDesPac lecture room,
compartment condemned in

two in ready condition with DesPac Torpedo Shop.

Officer and staff made sanitation inspection of sh
Officer and officers concerned witnessed CIC demon

Center, Camp Catlin,
target ammnition for

(o

1-27 February 1945,

1000 Commanding Officer
dment Conference at .

1115 Exchanged two defective torpedoes (Water
accordance with BuOrd Circular Letter T3-45) for

400 ComDesPac Medical
ip. 1500 Commanding
stration at Fleet Radar

1700 Received replacement service ammunition and

shore bombardment .exercise from NAD, est Loch,
Cahu, T.H, ' _

dential letter 201814 of February 1945 for shore b
AA firdng. -1ASSEY and DREXLER
Cove, Kahoolawe Island, T.H,, then conduct schedul

axercise in that area, OTC is Commanding Officer,
Exercised crew at (eneral

on Oahu while procecding to se:,

© 107 rounds 57/38 AA Common
107 rounds 51/38 SPDN 6740

- 0650 Underway in company U.S.S. DREXLER in accord

Zone Plus 9%

ance ComDesPac confi-
ombardment exercise and

are to randezvous viith ‘ORRISON off Smugplers

ed shore hombardment
U.S.S8, MASSEY, 0O7L,

Quarters conducting sinulated shore bombardment

1020 Fired aschoduled AA practice at
~ slesves ‘towed by planes, Ammunition expendeds

107 rounds SPDN 4898 smokeloss powder

570 rounds LML -HEIX
" 680 rounds 2012 HET
1230 Rendezvoused with U.S.S.- YORRISON,

bombardment, 1935 Commenced-firi
2212 secured from night phase of shore bombardmernt

(MASSEY, DREXIER MORRISON) in scouting line, and
2 £ J

courses and at various speeds to repel LTB attack
with searchlights,

destroyers in scout

IR

1335 Commenced firing shore ]
ng night phases of shore bombardment,

and formed up for

tack exerciss. Formed destroyers
maneuvered on various

simyating gunfire

2305 Secured from MTB attack exsrcise, Formed

ing line and operated in assigned-areas off Kahoolavwes
Island during night o

*

During the day a small clattering noise 4n the
#1 main turbo

was requested by dispatch from ComD
at 00, 22 February 1945, and p
representative misht examine the faulty ¢
instituted at once, Ammunition expended:
' ' 45 rounds 5"/38 AA Common

4% rounds 51/38 SPDN 4898 powder
1 round 57/38 white phosphorus
576 rounds LOWM HEIT

. 120 rounds 20MM HET

.
ENCLOSURE (4)

reduction gear of

generator which grew steadily worse was noted., Permission
esPac to break off scheduled exercises
roceed to Pearl Harbor where a manufactursr's
ear and corrective action might be
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- ' U.S'S. MASSEY (DD.778)
CUHFIDENT]A[ _ » ) |
po778/ Al2-1 (U Sb) ' - WAR DIARY ) 127 February }9&5-

21 Feb - .(Cont'd).

POSITIONS: Iatitude Longitude Zone Des,
‘ . 0800 ~  21° 15.4'N 157° 55,6'W Plus 9%
1200 20° K2'N , 1570 301w
2000 200 261N 157° o2y

: 22 Feb - Steaming in company from right to left, U.S.S. MASSEY (OTC) Guide,
‘ U.S.S. DREXLER, and U,S.S. MORRISON, ships in scouting line, bearing 090°
from guide, base course 180°(T), speed 15 knots, zigzegging in accordance
: . ZigZag Plan'é,-SOuthwest ol Xahoolawee Island, procesding to area to
' conduct shore bombardment exercise on Kahoolawoe [sland; low Hour set at
0830. 0735 U.S.S. VORRISON commenced neutralization fire on designated
area in Kahoolawee Island. O744 U.S.S. 1ASSEY in fire support area ons,
commenced firing prearranged neutralization fire on designated area on Kahoo-
lawee. Island, then proceeded to fire other phases ag directed. 0833 Two
K-gun depth charge projectors 3¢t on safe were fired ot Iat, 20° 30.5'N,
Long, 156° L43'W, by reason of Ferousstéd™of mount 3 firings either flattening
depth charge projector protective cover over firing lock or shock jamming
impulse charges against firing pin, 1115 Completed firing of all shore
bombardment exercises, 1124 Proceeding independently enroute Pearl Harbor.
1558 1oored alongside U.S.S, ZELLARS at Buoy D-2 in Pearl Harbor. West-
inghouse representative cams aboard to examine defective turbo-generator
and recommended yard repairs. ComDesPac Material Officer consulted and
sent men from U.S.S. ALCOR who 1ifted reductlon gear casing and attempted
to effect repairs. Slisht misalignment or '"wobble" of pinion shaft
appeared in evidence, 1725 Rsceived aboard following passengers for .
transportation to next destination: 15 Marines, enlisted; 3 Maval, enlisted;
3 Naval Officers, 1730 Topped off fuel oil. Ship is to delay until '
- repairs to generator completed, not later than 1800 tomorrow, 23 February,
by authority CinCPac, then to catch up with Task Unit 12,5.8,
Ammunition expended:

91 rounds 5"/38 AA Common
67 rounds 5"/38 SPDN 6740
2l, rounds.reduced velocity powder.

POSITIONS: Iatituds Tongitude
0800 200-28'N © 1560-LL1
1200 20°-29.51N, 156°-55,8177,

2000 Hoored Buoy D-2 Middle Loch, Pearl Harbor,T.H,

Zone Plus 94

23 Feb - TVork on #1 generator continued, Completed loading replacement 20Mi
and JOMM ammunition., Test run on #1 generator; bearing still runs hot.
Micrometer and feeler gages show pinion ,00125 out of alignment. Decided -

- by Commanding Officer and ComDesPac Material Officer to proceed to next
destination and request tender -availability there if generator performance |
unsatisfactory. 1433 Underway in accordance CinCPac secrst dispatch 202131 -
of February, Proceeding at 25 knots upon leaving channel to intercept and .
Join CTU 12.5.8, 2140 Reported for duty to CTU 12.5.8 (Admiral Sample, 4;

___ ENCLOSURE (A)
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

CONFIDENTIAL ,
! poy7e; A12-1 ( U St) VAR DIARY 1-27 February 1945. ‘

23 Feb - ComCarDiv 22 in U,S.S. SUTAMEER (C‘f“ 27), Flagship.) TU 12.5.8 composed
of U.S.S. SUFANEE (CVE 27), U.S.S. CHSNANGO (CVE 28), U.S.S. WASSEY (DD 778),

_ U.S.S. DREXIER (DD 741)., MASSEY took station 1 in screening disposition 52,
\ : ' of USF (10)A, (Comdr. C.W, Aldrich, Commanding Officer, U,S5.S5. FASSEY is
‘ | ' ComScreen), DREXLER station #2 in screen. U.S.S. SUY AII"" in station #1 of
{ , ‘main body is fleet guide, U.S.S. CHENANGO is in station #2, 1lain body in
| colum SUWAIEZ (Guide), Fleet course 226°(T), fleet speed 18 knots, Zzig-
' zagging in accordance Zigzag plan #6. Operating accordance COmCarDiv22

Yovement Order 2-45.

POSITIONS: Iatitude Longitude v
0800 loored berth D-2, 1dddle Loch, Pearl Harbor, T.H.
1200 Loored berth D—2 ddie Loch Pearl Harbor, T.H.
2000 19° 384N :;. 71582 52, Sr
, - L _ Zone Plus 9}

2, Feb « Task Unit 12,.5.8 formed crulsing disposition 5-R, U.S.S, MASSEY in statien

" )1 of screening disposition 52, "1102 Conducted ComCarDiv 22 Training

Exercise C~1 (Burst practice). Acted as plane guard during launching and I

- recovery of planes, 1700 Set clocks to zone plus 10%,
Ammurdtion expended: -
5 rounds 5"/38 AA Common
"5 rounds 5"/38 powder SFDN 4898
208 rounds 4O HEIT
60 rounds 201 HEI

et ST
et

- POSITIUKS: Iatituds Longitude }
' 0800 17° 02.8'N 161° 32,5 .
1200 16° 28,21% 1620 2647 . _ ‘
2000 1,° 58,71N 1649 194y , -
' Zone Plus 104

! 25 Feb - Fired mtomatic wea.pons at sleeve towed by plane, 1700 Changed to zone '
i plus 11, Ammunition expended: ' !
350 rounds LOA!- HEIT
960 rounds 20MM HEI

POSITIUNS: - Iatitude n%itude
- 0800 . 137 30.5'N 4 1679 28,219

1200 127 48.3'N 168° 20,2'W

2000 12° Q45N 170° 30.2'W

Zone Flus 11

26 Peb ~ MASSEY and DREXIER fueled from SUWANEE and CHENANGO respectively, 1312 °
Fired main battery and automatic weapons at sleeve., 1458 CHENANGO plane
crashed - all of crew rescued by DREXIFR.
Ammunition expended:
4O rounds 5"/38 AA Common HO SPDN 4898
640 rounds LOMM HET )
1200 rounds 20MY HEIT 7
b : :

ENCLOSURE (A)
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

VONFIDENTIAL

porre Al2-1 (U8 WAR DIARY 1-27 February 19454
26 Feb = (Cont'd) ' '

" POSITIONS: Iagitude Lon% tude

. C 0800 lo L31N 173 L8, W
1200. 10° 19,8tN 174 45,614
2000 09° 21.61N 176° Wl W

Zone Plus 11%

27 Fcb - 0832 Plane from U.S.S. CHENANGO crashed, DREXLER left formation rescued
all crew and returned to position. 1348 Fired main battery at sleeve on
AABP "BAKFR" and. "GEORGE" runs, 1700 Set clocks to zone plus 12 time,
2,00 Set clocks to zone minus 12 time.
. Ammunitd on expended:
.90 rounds 5"/38 AA Common
90 rounds 57/38 powder SPDN 48983

POSITIOKRS: Lagitudc Lon%i‘bude
. 0800 07, 5L.5'N 179° 52,6%
1200 07° 15N : 1782 55.9'E
2000 © . 06° 37N 177° 36,518

Crossed 180th Meridian this date - Zone time minus 12,

Gy
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The Commanding Officer.

15 April 1945,

Toz ) The Commnder in Chief, United States Fleet.

Subjects War D.Lary for Month of March, submission of,

Roference: E 3 CominCh ltr FF1/A12-1/416-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943..

' Arts ’ 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S. Ravy
gniations,
AlNav 176 of 19A3. ),
d PacFlt ltr 10L-43, - : : ¥

PacFlt conf. ltr 1CL~45.

BEnclosure;  (A) War Diary, U.S.S. MASSEY (DD778) for momth of March 1345.
1, In accordance wi‘th references (a), (b), (¢), (d), and (e),

enclosurs (A) is formarded herewith,
e @&M -
C. W, ALDRICH, .
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

. N ToTa Y
po778/A12-1 (C_i D) WAR DIARY © 1-31 March 1945,

(CONFIDENTIAL -

1 Jar = The U.S.S. MASSEY (DD778), Commander Charles W, Aldrich, U.S. Mavy,

Commanding, is in Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Squadron 66 of the

_Destroyers, Pacific Fleet, of the United States Navy, At 0000 1 March 1945
operating in ccmpliance with OinCPaoc seorot dispatch 202131 of February 1945
and in accordance with ComCarDiv 22 Movement Order 1-45, the U.S.S. MASSEY
is attached to Screen of Task Unit 12.5.8 proceeding enroute Pearl Harbor,
T.H., to Guadalcanal Area, B.S,I, OIC is Rear Admiral W.D. Sample, U.S.Navy,
¢.7.U, 12.5.8, in U,S.8, SUFANEE (GVE27). ComScreen is Comrander Charlss

et e

W. Aldrich, U.S. Navy, in U.5.S. MASSEY. Task Unit is in crulsing disposi-

tion 5 "R" of USF 10-A, Fleet axis is 230%(T). U.S.8. MASSH in station
#1 of screening disposition 52 of USF 10-4, Steaming at 18 knots (168RPY)
~ on course 226°(T) and pgc, 20,0 pstge, Condition of readiness -JT and

material condition "Baker! seb. 0901 Plans crashed off port bow of
SUWANEE; MASSEY left statlonm, rescued all personnel, then rejoined for—
mation. 0945 Fired automatic weapons at towed sleeve, :
Amminition expended:-
: 387 rounds HEIT 204
753 rounds HEI 200
200 ‘rounds HEIT LOMM -
600 rounds HEI 4O MK

" Positions Iatitude Lon%itude
0800 OLOLS TN 17L°20'E
1200 0LCL3'N 173O%491E .
2000 02°581¥ 172°14.6'E  Time zone =11

2 ¥ar = Exorcised crew at Goneral Quarters for plane launchings and damage

econtrol problem, Scresn fueled by carriers, 1306 Went alongside U.S.8.
SUWANEE (CVE27) and transferred aviation personnel, previously recovered
‘from plane crash, by breeches buoy. '

~ Positions Iatitude Longitude
0800 0092218 169923,5'E
1200 00°18t3 , 168°30,518
2000 01°41,1'8 167°011E Time mns =11

3 Mar ~ Proceeding enroute Pearl Harbor to Cuadalcanal Area in screen of T.U.

12.5,8, Carriers exercising in f1ight training and patrol operations.

Exercised crew at Gensral Quarters and fired all batteries at sleeve

towed by plane on “Baker", ‘nGsorge” and "Tare™ runs,

Ammnition expended: '
. 42 rounds 57/38 AA common

42 rounds 5"/38 SPDN 4898 powder

702 rounds 4OMM HEI and HELT

790 rounds 20MM HEI and HEIT

-le
ENCLOSURE (A)
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: ' . U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

M

porra/izil (U ) WAR DIARY 1-31 March 1945.

CONFIDENTIAL

] Mar - The U.S.S. MASSEY (DD778), Commander Charles W, Aldrich, U.S. Navy,
i Commanding, is in Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Squadron 66 of the
Destroyers, Pacific Flest, of the United States Navy. At 0000 1 March 1945 .
l operating in compliance with CinCPac secret dispatch 202131 of February 1945
1 and in accordance With ComCarDiv 22 Movement Order 1-45, the U.S.S. MASSEY
| is attached to Screen of Task Unit 12. 5.8 proceeding enroute Pesrl Harbor,
T.H., to Guadalcanal 4rea, B.S.I. OTC is Rear Admiral W.D. Sample, U.S.Kavy, -
¢.7.U. 12.5.8, in U.S,S. SUIAKEE (CVER7). ComScreen 1is Commander Charles
W. Aldrich, U.S. Navy, in U.S.S. MASSEY, Task Unit is in eruising disposi-
L tion 5 "RM of USF 10-A, Fleet axis is 230°(T). U.S.S. MASSEY in station
: # of screening disposition 52 of USF 10-A. Steaming at 18 knots (168RFM) °
on course 226°%T) and pgc, 204° pstge. Condition of readiness I and -
material condition "Baker! set, 0901 Plane crashed off port bow of
SUWANEE; MASSEY left station, rescued all personnel, thea rejoined for-
mation. 0945 Fired -automatic weapons at towed sleeve,
Ammunition expended: -
: 387 rounds HEIT 200
. : o 753 rounds HEL 200
o . 200 rounds HEIT 4O

. 600 rounds HEI 40 MY
‘ Positions .’ Latituds " Longituds
. - 0800 0449 1N 174,°20E
1200 . OLOA3'N - . 173%9'E PR
2000 02058'N 172°1,,6'E  Time zone =11

2 )ar - Exercised crew at General Quarters for piine launchings and damage
- control problem, Screen’fueled by carriers, .1306 Went alongside U.S.S,
‘. . SUWANES (CVERT7) &nd transferred aviation personnel, previously recovered
‘from plane crash, by. breeches buoy. ‘ .

Positions Iatitude .~ Longitude

0800 0002218 169523, 518
1200  00°18ts 168°30,51E ,
2000 01%1.,1ts 167°011E ©  Time sone =11

3 Mar - Proceeding enroute Pearl Harbor to Cuadalcanal Ares in screen of T.U.
-12.5,8,.. Carriers exercising in flight training and patrol operations,
Exercised crew at General Quarters and fired all batteries at sleeve
towed by plane on.¥Baker™, nGeorge™ and "Tare" runs,

Ammnition expended:
L2 rounds 57"/38 AA common
L2 rounds 5"/38 SPDN 4898 powder
702 rounds LOMM HEI and HEIT
790 rounds 20U HEI and HEIT

e. : L ENCLOSURE (A)
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" U.S.5. MASSEY (DB-778)

D9?78/A]2;-1 (C"FS ) . WAR DIARY . 1-31 larch 1545,
CONFIDENTIAL: T ‘
3 Mar - (Conttd) : :
Positions Iatitude ' Longituds ,
: 0800 03939*3 164 "481E : \
1200 oagz9vs 163°4918 .
2000 06 04.TtS 162°18, 7B Time zone -1l

L Mar - Approached Florida Island, B.S.I., screened entry of Task Unit 12,5.8
into Tulagi Harbor. 1305 U.S.S. MASSEY (pD778) and U.S.S. DREXLER .(DD741)
detached from duty with Task Unit 12.5.8 to proceed independently to Port
Purvis, FRffected transfer of passenger personnel, 1810 Received orders
from C.T.U: 51.11.3. (Rear Admiral W.D. Sample, U.S. Navy) in U.S.3. SUWANEE
(CVE27) to get underway and join TU 51.11,3 main body outside Tulagli Harbdor,
1900 Underway enroute to rendezvous in accordance with CTU 51.11.3 secret
despatch 040610 of March 1945 and operating in accordance ComPhibGroup Four,
Training Order A-4Cl-45 enroute to rendezvous for TF 51 amphibious oper=
ations rehearsal on Guadalcanal Island, Main body of T.U, 51,11.3 in
column, Screen in screening disposition 52 of USF 10-A, ComScreen is ‘
Commander Charlss W, Aldrich, U.S, Mavy, in U.S.S. MASSEY (DD778) station 1.
Rear Admiral W.D., Sample, U.S. Mavy, in U.S5.S. SUWANEE (CVE?7), Flagship,
is C.T.U. 51.11.3. OIC of Task Group 51.11 is ComPhibGroup Four, Rear
Admiral Reifsnider, U.S. Navy, in U.5.S, PANAMINT (AGC-13), Flagship,

Positions latitude " Longitude

' © .7 ogoo . 08913.21S. 160°21.31E o
1200 09932.41S 159956.5'B ’
2000 09°10.2'8 . 160°08'E Time zone ~11- oo

5 )ar - Operating in screen of T,U. 51,113 in area west of Guadalcanal in

‘ accordanse ComPhibGroup Four Training Order A-LOl-45. TU 51,11,3 is .
furnishing air support in landing rehesrsals on Guadalcanal, Fueled ship
from U.S,3. SUWANEE.and passed mail, Acted as plane guard and screening
vessel for carrier operations.

s s, P s

Positions latitude Iongitude
0800 09950.118 158°48.31E
1200 09932,813 159°07.3'E .
2000 10°04.418 159°09.3'E  Time zone =11

6 Mar - Operating in accordance ComPhibGroup Four training order A-L01=45

: acting as screen and plane guard for carriers, Exercised crew at General
Quarters and damage control drills, 1200 Task Unit 51.11.3 ceased
operating in accordance with ComPhibGroup Four Training Order A-401-45,
having completed its designated exercises and proceeded independently to
Tulagi Harbor. .

’ o L A
by i
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

ot Y

po77e/a12-1 (47 2) WAR DIARY ‘ _ 1-31 ¥arch 1945,

E © CONFIDENTIAL

6 Mar - (Cont'd)
1447 U.S.S. CHENANGO (CVER8) and U.S.S. SUWANEE (CVER?7) having entered
Tulagi Barbor, U.S.S. DREXIER and U.S.S. MASSEY proceeded into Port
Purvis, fueled, then moored to Buoy 31. Yade arrangements for U.S.S.
. SIERRA (4D18) to effect repairs on #1 Turbo-generator.

Positions Tatitude . -Longituds
0800 - 09937.218 * 159000, 4B
1200 09%06,2'3 159936 . L1E
2000 loored to Buoy 31, Port Purvis. Time zone -1l

7-13 Mar - Moored at Buoy 31, Port Purvis, Florida, B.S.I., completing logistics
and general preparations for operation with TF 51, U.S5.S. SIERRA (AD18)
repair personnel effecting repairs to #1 Turbo-generator reduction gears
and bearings, MASSEY is attached to T.Us 51,11,3 which will sortie on
or -about 14 March 1945, On 13 March a test run of #1 Turbo generator
shows reduction gear operation still unsatisfactory, Generator placed
in standby condition, Ship!'s force will attempt further repairs,

B ‘ : Position Moored Buoy 31, Port Purvis, Time zone =11

L ‘ 1, Mar - Underway from Berth 31, Purvis Bay, Florida Island, in accordanca

' C.T.U. 51.11.,3 Movement Order 2-45 with DREXIER (DD741l) and RINGNESS
(APD100), formed screen for sortie of U.S.S, SUWANER (cvE27) and U.S.S.

CHENANGO (CVE28) from Tulagl Harbor., 1209 Tesk Unit 51,11.3 of which

g Rear Admiral W.D. Sample, U.S. Navy, in U.S.S. SUWANEE (CVE27), Flagship,
: : 4g ComTaskUnit and OTC is proceeding in accordance ComCarDiv 22 Yovement -
§ . _ Order 2-45 enroute Guadalcanal Area to Ulithi Islands, W.C.I. Carriers
}

P 4n cruising disposition 5R of USF 10-4, Destroyers in screening dis-
' position 53 of USF 10-A, Commander C.W. Aldrich, U.8, Navy, in U.S.S.
MASSEY is ComScreen., MASSEY is in station 1 of screenm, Carriers took
air groups on board, Operating in area of Iron Bottem Bay and The Slot

V ! _covering embarkation of troops and sortie of Transport Group "Abls® and

| "Baker" of TF 51,11, . :

! i

N Positions Iatituds  Longitude
P 0800 Moored Buoy 31, Port Purvis,
: 1200 © 09°10'S 160°11, 18

2000 08°29,5'3 158056 ,41E  Tims zone ~11
: -3- '
: . ENCLOSURE (A) ‘\7L
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

DD778/A12-1 (07:) WAR DIARY : 1-31 March 1945,

GONFIDENTIAL

15 Mar - Operating in sereen of T,U, 51.11.3 4n Iron Bottom Sound Ares, B.S.1.,
’ while planes of T,U, 51,11,3 cover embarkation and sortie of Transpart i
Group "Able®™ and "Baker" from Guadalcanal Area, Took departurse from
Guadalcanal Area and rendezvoused with Transport Groups "Able® and "Baker?t
of TF 51,11, Enroute Guadaleanal area to Ulithi Islands, T.U. 51.,11.3
furnishing air coverage and anti-submarine patrol for Transport Groups,

Positions Lagitude Ion%itudo
0800 08°4518 159%L 18
1200 03°08,813 © 160°231%

" 2000 07%25,518 159°41'E  Time zone -1l

16 Mar = PEnroute Guadsleamal area to Ulithi Islands, Carriers conducting routins
patrol and flight operations, 1700 Changed clocks to zone =10 time,

.._,_.......__

Positions : latitude . : Longlitude
0800 05°35,518 1580141 E
1200 04%3513 15795818
2000 03%12,815 156°551E - Time ‘zone =10,
17 ¥ar = Proceeding in screen of T,U, 51,11.3 enrouts Guadalcanal ares to
© Ulithi Islands, ‘ ‘ .
Positions TLatitude ) Longitude \
T 0800 01%35,513 154 378
1200 0:%s5ts .1115,%0618 : .
2000 00°42.118 * 151°59,5'E Time sons -10 '
|

18 Mar - Enroute Guadalcanal area to Ulithi Islands in screen of T.U. 51.11,3.
Carrders conducting routins flight and patrol operations, Screen refueled
from carriers, S : '

Positions _ Latitude Longitude
1 0800 00°03,5'N 149%26,51E
1200 00%311N : 1&83&7@ '
2000 01°13,5'N 147°27,5'%  Time zone =10,

19 Mar « In screen of T,U, 51.11.3 enroute ‘Guadalecanal to Ulithi Islands,
Carriers conducting routine flight and patrol operations, 1000 Exercised

crew at Genaral Quarters and conducted AL firing on towed sleeve,
Ameranition expended:

6 rounds 57/38 AA common

6.rounds 57/38 SPDN 47,0 powder
530 rounds LOMM HEI and HEIT
1480 rounds 201 HFI and HEIT

b= - 5
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

2

oo77e/ A12-1 ((170 ' C T 1231 march 1945,
GONFIDENTIAL ,
19 Mar - (Cont'd)
Positions latitude Longitude
: : 0800 02°21tN 1&5‘;&2.5:3
1200 02°%51R 1457058 .
2000 03°311¥ U3°L61E Time zons =10

20 lar - IXnroute Guadalcanal to Ulithi in screen of T.U. 51.11.3, Carriers
' conducting routine flight and patrol operations, 1058 Fired automatic
weapons at towsd slesve on "George" and "Uncle runs,
Ammunition expendeds

1051 rounds 4OMK
1817 .rounds 20MM

Positions I.agitude , Longitude
0800 045,518 142°011%
1200 . 05°38,5N 141°30'8
2000 06%43,218 LL0°LL B Time zcne =10

2] ¥ar - Enroute Guadalcaral to Ulithi Islands in screen of T.U, 51.11.3.
: 1138 'Screened entrance of carriers into Ulithi Harbor, then reported
to ComScreen of Transport Groups PAble® and MBaker" and screened entrance
of transports, 1625 Entered Mugai Channel, 1810 Anchored in Berth 322,
South Anchorage, Ulithi Islands, W.C.I,

" Positions . Latitude ' I,on%ituda
0800 08~ 38!'N 139°35'8
200 09%1'N 139°45'E
2000 Anchored Berth 322, South Anchorage, Ulithi Islands,

Tims zons =10

22 Mar - Anchored in Berth 322, South Anchorage, Ulithi Islands, Completing
logistics, U.S.8, PRAIRIE (AD15) sent personnel to assist in repairs to .
#1 Turbo-generator, 1953 Sounded General Quarters when air flash "Redn
breadcast by SOPA, 2023 Secured from Gensral Quarters upon receipt of
air flash "Whitet, '

Time zone-lD

~ @)ar - Anchorsd in Berth 322, South Anchorage, Ulithi Islands, 1035 Undermy,
fueled from SEPULGA (40-20), then reanchored in Berth 322,

Time zone-10
24 Yar = Anchored in Berth 322, South Anchorage, Ulithi Harbor. . 0639 Undervay

for Northern Anchorage, Ulithi Islands, to draw ammunition for MASSEY

ke

-5
ENCLOSURE (A)
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. U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

por7er A12-1 (U7 L WAR DIARY 1~31 March 1545,

~ CONFIDENTIAL

2, Mar - (Cont!d) ’ .

: and DREXLER, Drew 240 rounds 5"/38 white phosphorous projectiles, 240

, rounds 5M/38 powder SPDN 6499, and 216 rounds Mark 29 ‘Mod, 3 57/38 fuzes |

from USS AUTAUGA and returned to South Anchorage, Berth 322, 1745 U,S.8. - 1
DREXLER (DD741) moored alongside to port, -Transferred to U,3.S. DREXIER

. 120 rounds WP projectiles, 120 rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 6499, and 96 57/38 .

¥ark 29 Mod, 3 fuzes, Received from U.S.S. DREUIER (DD741) 100 boxes APY

L0, 100 boxes HEI 200 common ammnition,

. : g ' ‘ Time zone ~10 .
© . )

25 Mar = Anchored in Berth 322, South Anchorage, Ulithi Islands, Repairs-to #1
Turbo-generator.by shipts force and U.S.S. PRAIRIE fairly satisfactory.
Censrator being operated with only small.amount vibration and noise evident,-

" Generator returned to operative status in view of futurs scheduled oper-

{ - ations, ’ : : . ’

' ’ Time zone =10

g . 26'][8.1":- Anchored in Berth 322, South Anchofaée,’ Ulithi Islands, Topped off
1 -  fuel oil from U.8,S, METCALP (DD595). Made final preparations for gstting
undervay for sea, ‘ o

Time zone =10

27 Mar = Anchored in Berth 322, South Anchorage, Ulithi Islands, 0755 Underwy
. operating 4in accordance ComCarDiv 22 ‘Top Secret OpOrder 1l-45 and ComPhibsPac
Top Secret OpPlan Al-45 in screen of T.U, 51L.11,3, and proceeded out of :
© Ulithi Barbor, 1120 In accordance with Appendix III, Annex C, of ComCarDiv
22 Movement Order 2-45 formsd scouting line with U.S.S. DREXLER (DD741),
U.8.8. METCALF (DD595), and U.S.3, COLE (DE641) and screened scrtie of ‘ i
U.3.3, SUWANEE (CVE27) and U.S.S. CHENANGO (CVE28), ComTaskinit 51,11,3 :
" 48 Rear Admiral W,Y, Sample, U.S. Navy, in U.3.5. SUWANEE (CVE27), Flagship,
ComScreen is Commander Charles W, Aldrich, U,8, Navy, in U.S.S., MASSEY" (DD778), "
Upon completion of sortie carriers formed in cruising dispositien "5~R" with
axis 000, screen assumed screening disposition 54 of USF 10-A, 1240 Held
General Quarters for firing at towed slesve, :
Amminition expended:
.. 80 rounds 5n/38 AA common
. o ' : 80 rounds 5"/38 SPDN 6740 powder
P 830 rounds 4OMM HEI and HEIT
1560 rounds 2044 HEI and HEIT

I L

vy

Positions Iatituds Longitude
: 0800 Berth 322, South Anchorage, Ulithi Islands,
1200 09°591N 139°55,318
2000 10941, 6N 139°937,6E Tme zone =10 i

l
b o ~ ENCLOSURE (A) 7 ’
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P I ' U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)
| ooz7er A12-1 (072 WAR DIARY 1-31 March 1945,
CONFIDENTIAL

28 Yar - Enroute Ulithi Islands to Okinawa Shima of the Nansei Shoto in accordance
" ComCarDiv 22 Top Secrot Movement Order 2-45. Carriers conducting routine :
£1ight and patrol operations furnishing air cover for Transport Groups ¥Able®
( and "Baker® of 10 5l.11, 1025 Fired automatic weapons at towed slesve, 1700
Set eclocks to sons minus 9 tine.
Ammanition expended:
24,5 rounds 208M HEI and HEIT
210 rounds 4LOMM HEI and HEIT

Positions Iatitude Longituds
0800 12°31,5'N 138°16'E
1200 13°161N 137%39'E
2000 1013 136°57.21E - Time zone =9 -

STer

29 lMar - Enroute Ulithi Islands, W.C.I. , to Okinawa Shima, Nansel Shoto, in screen
of T.U, 51,11.3

? Positions | latitude Longitude

4 B 0800 16902,5'N 135°401E

§ 1200 17°03'N - 135°2E

{ 2000 18°12'N 134°29'E Time gone =9

% ' : t ' : -

¢ 30 Yar - Enroute Ulithi Islands to Okinam Shima of.the Nansei Shoto, in screen

‘of Task Unit 51.11,3. 1018aTask Unit 51,11.3 made rendezvous with Task
Unit 51.13.3. Task Unit 5L.13.3 dissolved and became part of Task Unit _
51,11.3 of which Rear Admiral ¥,D. Sample, U.S. Mavy, in U.S.S. SUWANEE (cvE2T),
Flagship, is Task Unit Commander and 0TC., Screen augmented by screen of
_ former T.U. 51.13.3 and consists of eleven ships, ComDesDiv 89 (Captain
J.C, Daniels, U.S. Navy) in U.S.S. FULLAM (DD474) is ComScreen. Carriers
4n cruising disposition "5-R7, Sereen in screening disposition 58 of USF.
10-A, MASSEY in station #6, Proceeding enroute to Okirawa Shima, 1245 Fueled
all screening vessels from carriers., 1818 MASSEY and W.C. COLE ordered to
, . conduct search for pilot of fighter plane which crashed from SANTEE. Results

et
RO

i negative, rejoined formation in former screening statiom.
K ' ‘Positiohs Latitude Longituds
0800  19942'N 132 4612
1200 - 20°28,5'N 132 3L.3'E '
2000 21930.8'N . 131°37.5'R Tme sone =9
31 Mar - Enroute Ulithi Islands, W.C.I,, to Clkdinewa Shima, Nansei Shoto of Japsm, .
in screen of T.U. 51.11,3 a ‘ .
Positions , Tatitude Lon%itude
0800 239568 1299591E
1200 2L9501N 129°17E
) , 2000 259L21H 128%301E Time zone =9
: . T ’ ?
: ' . ENCLOSURE (A)
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us.s. M ‘ ‘R.S.ﬁ!

D

; : L
- 10 Vay 1945, . &/-),;v%

e Commanding Officer.

To' . The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
Subject: Var Diary for Yonth of April, submission of,
Refersnce: (a; CominCh ltr FF1/A12-1/A16-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943.
; - (o) Arts, 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S. Nevy
; Regulations, 1920.
(e) AlNav 176 of 1943,
§dg PacFlt 1ltr 10L~43,
8) PacPlt conf, ltr 1CL-45,.
Enclosures (A) War Diary, U.S.S, VASSEY (DD-778) for month of April 1945.

In accordance with reference (a), (b), (e¢), (d), and (e),

1.
enclosure (A) is forwarded herewith,

™
C. V1. ALDRICH.
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U.S.8. MASSEY (DD-778)

DUNHUENTML

DO778/ . AR DI/RY TOR AITL 19/5

1 April = The ¥.8.S. LASCEY (DD773), Commander Charles . [ldrich, 0.3, Yavy,
‘ . Cormanding, is in Destroyor DlVJulOﬂ 132 of Dostroysr Squwndron 66 of Destroyers,
i Pacific Fleet, of the U.S. lavy, it 0000 1 Ape-il 1945 oporeting in accordance
: vith ComCarDiv h2 Top Secrot Cperation Order 1-45 rnd Cow.:ibsrqc Top Seerot
Opcretion A-1-45. Tho U.S.5. 11A8STY ia in tho nerenma of Teal: Unit Jh.l 3 whlch
ic enronte from Ulithi, ¥.0.I., approachlin iln”“n Shina of the fansol Shoto,
Jayon, from the ﬁ)utqnaﬂtﬁ“d ic schednled to Fur.L’h parierl sumort to Llunding
operrtions, ComTaskinit 52.1.3 is Rear Adnirol W.D. Sn;ulo, U.S. lavy, ComCar-
! Div 22, in U.S.S, STAILES (Fla~ship). ComScreen is CIU 52.1.32, Gantaln J.C.
Daniols, U.0. Tavy, ComDochiv 69,vdn U.5.3, FULLLY (amm,). Taok Unit )N.l 3 is
comprisad of: tho main body, ‘V“iCh includes:  the T,5.70 SUTATZS (cYE26), U.S.S.
oI (ovE27), U.C.C. uLFTGH (FEI:C and U.0.0. SUTULEL DAY (CTIST) nnd tho
sercen wnich 1o comprised oft U.3.5. (xULLZT (DD474), U.0.5. LUSCEY (pm772),
U.s.s._,“"L? (Dp721), U.5.8. 1ZTCALE (DD595), 7.0.5. mmisT (D0472), U.S.S.
7.0, COLZ (DE641), ond U.5.5, TUTLIDE (DE339). linin bobf is in erulsing formatlon
5-R ucrceninﬂ vessels are in circular sereon, NASSEY in stetlon 6. Since
this oporation 1s so close to tho Jumiannuzo maln Isluhdﬁ of Kyusha and Honshu it
I's expocted that there may be congidarablo op:ositlon from 4 he caeny air and
"ubmarino forces, and possible surfrco opposivilon. 0514 Told Genercl (uarters
for doym alert, while earriers launced planes for [lvst cirilo. At 0751 tho
STETR BAY denarbed from Tash Tnit 52.1.3 and vroceeded to Join Tagk Unit 52.1.1.
At €29 the U.0.5. SOl (CVER6) Joined 1he maln body of xosk tnit 52.1.3
while its oscorts, the U.S.G. ILITHG (DE?°) V.o, TISDNAR (DU33), U.8.5.
TICTLE (Du34), and T.S.5. OGS T J (oo 31) joinci tho sercan. Scroon now composed
of ‘eleven chips, MABSEY in g tion 5 of cireldur scveen, In gcesccn of escord
carriers tasik uni1 in area uOkuﬁO“St of Olrinowa cavry out 2ireraft operations,
carriers supplying sircraft for swrort of landing onorxtionu, for combat eir
ratrols rnd for anti~mubmerine pairol. Arnreized erew nb fenerel (uarters
vhon wnidentifiod nlreraft apvronchod, evidently for voconralstonce PUrpPoOses.

Latiluwlo Lonitdo Zono Dos,
€fole) 2650 20,40 1o 2oy minus 9
1,200 250 oV L 1079 R1L.5D
2000 250 LAY TS 1280 G2'5
2 foril - Opor~iing off southorn cons at of Clidnava Shima in screen of Task Unit

£2.1.3 nnich ic ccn«ucuin" f1i-ht oporatlons in cuprort of lenddrng ororations on
Okinava. At 1831 the SEEEHBTAOV, TLENTNA nnd ETC 210 1o fb the screen to rovort
to C.T.U, 52,1.1. ‘

Latltade Lon-~itudn Zono Dos,
€800 250 2219 c A0 4n.5tE minus 9
1200 250 2011 108° 05, 8'u
' 2000 2509 A0t 1280, 2718
i -1~ '
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

CONFIDENTIAL

DO778/ TR DIARY FOR' AERTL 10/5

' -

1 April - The U.8.5, AZSDY (DD??B), Gommander Charles W, flérich, U.S

1 -
5. Vavy,
-Connanding, is 4n Destroyer Divislon 132 of Dastroyar Sqiadron 66 of Destroyors,

o

Pacific Fleet, of ths U.S, Cavys M6 0000 1 43-il 1945 oporatins in accordance
! with ComCarDiv 22 Top Secrot Cporation Order 1-45 ri? Comi“ibsPee Torp Secrot

Opernidor 1-1-45, The U.C.0. TASSTY 4s 4n tho scroas of Tesh Unit 52.1.3 which
is erroute {rom Ulithi, U.C.I., approachin~ Olinnwa Shina of the Tansol Shoto,
Jaran, from the scoutheastn.d 15 sehodulen to furadch scried sumrort to Ianding
overstions. ComTasl-Unit 52,1.3 is Roar ldniral V.D. Sennle, ULS,

k.

Tavy, ComfSa

' Div 22, in U.S.S. 5TiANZI (Fla-ship). ComSercon is 07 52.1.22, GCoptain J.C. :
Daniels, U.S. “avy, ComDecliv €9, in U.3.5. TULLLD (DD474). Task Unit 52.1.3 is i

i comnrised of: the nain hody, which includes: +he U.0.C, SUTATD (CVE2S), U.S.5.

: CTnTA0 (CVE27), U.S.S. SuTEIR (CV222) snAd U.3.0. SOSSZER T (C7287); ond the
screan vhich 15 compriced of: 1.3.S8. (L2 (D3474), T.0.5. wamny (DoyTo 3

U.0.5. MTHIIR (DD7/1), U.5.5, LEFCIIR (DDLas), w.o.3. mmsT (DD472), U.S.S.

W.C. COLT (DZA41), and 9.5.5. SUTIDR (=239}, Lain body ic in crulsing formetion

5-R, screening vescols are in circular screen, IASGTY in siation ;. Since

this oper-iion is so close to the Jarennze rain Isleonds of Iyashu end Honshu it

is ezmected that there mey be -considern™le ‘o ocition from the caeny air and

subraring forces, and rossihle surfeco orroclition, 0515 ¥eld Tensrcl {uarters

Zor damn alert, while carrviers leunend rlates for fivet cizile, Al 0751 the

STEAER BAY dorartod from Tagl it 5213 ond pracended to Join Togk Untt 52.1.1.

£t 0029 tho TLD.5, SATVYON (GVD26) Joined lhe Faln body of Tanl Unit 52.1.3

widle 4t oscorts, the U.0.0. VLENTHA (LS20), U.0.0. TILDAS (D533), U.S.S.

) 2
EISTLE (DE34), and U.C.8. SEUEIUTHOL (X521 joined the sercen. Screen now combosed

!
|

= | of eleven ships, MNi533Y in sv tion ;%5 of eireulur sercen. In ceregn of escort

! carriers task unit in area-southonst of Qlrinawa carry out 2ireraft’ operations,
a : corriers supplying rireraft for souprort of lanling onomtlons, for combat eir

t ratrols and for.anti-submeriro Jatrol. © Zmoreised erew ok fonerel Guarters

- r . vhen unidentified aircr-N arnroachod, evidantly for reconraisannce DUrDOROS.,

i i . K

~Lotitude . o Lonzitude Zone Des, i
0800 250 26,410 1T oL ninus 9

1200 =230 JOv 1079 M, 51T

bade 2 Ndd

2000 250 740 % 1280 0215

-——

(.

2 4pril - Opor~ting off southorn connt of C:ineym Chinn In sercen of Task Unit

- 2%.1.3 wiaich 15 conducting flizht operations in currort 7 londing operations on |
Olinawa., At 1831 the CEOEOTR I, PLTITIN and DICULE left the sereen te cozort
to C.T.TU. 52,1.1. s

i

B Latiiunde Lon-itude Zono Dos,
_ 0200 ©R5% anry 1079 4n.5'3 rinus 9
1200 250 20111 126° 05,812
B ' 2000 259 40 1260 27'E
“1-
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Apgil -
Lt 1547 the
rejoired the screon.

, 0300
1200
2000

Lordl -

operalions on Cidnoy

exrended tho followinn anomnts of ammunitlon: 139 vounls 0um, g6 vrounds of
40mn . -
Latituﬂc Lon~ Hudo Zone Das.
600 250 10,540 1239 20,713 rims 9 . :
1200 250 1'% 1250 835
2000 259 32t 1060 o013 E
5 hpril - O“nrrtin in sereon of Trshr it f0.1,3 whieh ic condratins Miht ’
oper tionc in i ort of Ciiraws lantincc. At (701 Mialed o cwmalty from U.S.2,
_,‘;*:z.; (C‘ £29). :
: Lotitude Lon-itude Zone Los. |
0E00 5010 5N 128920, 7'E minus 9 *
1200 25 Lpl‘N 128°03'E :
2000 25°321N 128°081E
6 Lipril - Ogper-tint in scresn of Tag it ;3._.3 olf couthanut eozct of Ckira
Shire. At 1517 SIOSASTIT and TICZLE 1ot Teg ’~.'.:i‘t r2.1.3 to prosced on migcion !
assirnod. Several times e~ch doy unidentificd r1~ne: erpronch,  Cone aro ‘
1dentified as friendly I%'c, while othcrs aplenr to hn cnnmy roconnaisince .
planos {lyinc at spoeds up to 309 knots.’ !
atitude Lan-itudo one Dea. .. . |
0200 23¢ 140 1200 2ATD firve 9 i '
1200 250 291 259 M7UE !
2000 250 3514 1200 051K
7 4pril - Cperntinz in eorrier sercon off southerst coast of Okinapa Shiza During
nmorning fuoled from SANGANON and dolivered various soar  from CIZIANW to- ‘ !
SAXCANQH . ‘
atitude’ LonTitude Zone Des, :
0800 240 551X 1270 20'E ninus 9 |
1200 259 ~3‘x 1270,56'5 ! !
2000 ° 250 38t 1080 /2'S ]
oy ' e L
8-4pril - Oper=iing in screon of G,T.U. 52.1.3 off southeast coast of Okinawe. !

At 1208 SEZDERSTROU

0200
1200
2000

: T N U N
SRR TS /- TSNS ST L SE RS« Aoy xcte I = R ST SRR

Ay o BT L e A st TR

Continusd onnr"tin~ in ecsrricr
Shima.,

[rreay T e e, 43 et

U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

T DILAT -C.~.

Continuod operwtins with cerrierc off aouihorn coast of Qluirowa
TLOUINS rojoiroﬁ tho scroan, ~nd ~t 1043 the TISILE

Latitude
259 1217
250 391

250 a2l

426 test

PR

and BISZLE rejoined scronn.

Latitude
240 30'L .
240 45,810
250 Q7Y

sorann viile cirriers supiort londing
rive? rublamelie wearorns, hoving

R R L T o G e et R et Rt

3 R

LL 1945

s Snine.
SED Q‘STTQ

"
ana

Lon -toade
Tﬂﬂo 0o'E
1;-‘(‘\0 1"['\
1700 09,015

Jone Des.
ninus 9

Zona Dag.

Lon~ituds
1270 24 mirus 9 \\j?
1270 55.5'E
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

CONFIDENTIAL

Ny o VAR DISRT FOX AFTIL 1945

-l
1UE0EY was informed that che wonld procond to Tarema Zotto with SULUIE, CEDERSTRCN,
and ZISELE on the evening of tho teath for replenisivieat of fuel, anmunition,
and nrovisions. .

9 April - Steaning off scuthenst coast of Jldnowe in sercan of Tagl- Unit 52.1.3.

Latitude Lon—ii»de Zone De
-

5800 . 250 o1t 1269 5212 irns 93'
1200 T 250 24t 127° O7'E
2000 250 02,5'N 127° 17'E

. < .

10 April - In screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 opor..tin< off soithenst coast of Okinawa
in suprort of lon~ing operations on Okinama. 132€ C.7.U. 52.1.3 noisted his flag
in the SUIFXOK. At 1953, with SUVLTZS, SELEIZTICH, and © SE1B, departed for
Terome Retto] screening SUTLUESE enroitte. ComCortDiv 31 in SEDZUSTIOL is ComScreen,

o Latitude - Lonmitude Zone Des.
0800 - 2,0 561 - 126° 33'E ninus 9
1200 24° L0% 126° 41'8

+ 2000 240 251! 1269 23'E

Fueled from A0-155. - Attemnted to drerw mail, suuplics, and provisions, o mail
hed arrived for .ic, no provisions ox sunpplies vere availoable. Ficked up suard
madl. 1637 Underway end rroceoded out of Iermme ootto followed by SZIERSTICU and
EISILD, then formed sereen to escort LUTZITM baclk to Join C.7.U, 52,1.3. 2335
Rejoined Task Urit 52.1.3 south of Okinawn end a7dn tool: station in screen.

10 April - Procesding to Kercme Retto with SEDLSSUI0L, and EISELE, screcning SUTAIEE,

: Latitude Lon~itude Zone Des,
D800 26° 05.8'0 127° 20.5'% ninus 9
1200 Anchored in Kerena Retto. '
2000 26° 301y 12/° 21'E

12 April - Steeridnm in  screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 off southern coast of Okinewn
Snima., 0900 Pickead upr unidentified plene on radar and called crew to Ceneral Quarters.
Jap plane shot dowm by plane from Task Unit 52.1.3 air sroup bearing 035° True, )
distance "1C miles from formation. 1]58 Task Unit 52.1.2 nede rendezvous with' fleet
oilers (T.U. 50,13.53) and commenced fueling of carriers end escorts. 1715 Fueled
to capacity from 7.S5.3. SUAICO (40 49).

. Latitude Lon~itude Iore Des,
0800 ° 2501410 1299321E ninus 9
1200 25035 ,2N 130°953.6'E
2000 2592813 131°15/E

13 April - Steeming in screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 (T.U. 50.18.53 included in formntion)
-southeast of Okinawa Shims carrying out fueling exercises. 0037 Fueling exercises
of T.U, 52.1.3 conpleted. 0114 Task Unit 50,18.53 deperted on assizned duty.
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CONFIDENTIL - U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)
pD778/ i
13 April (Continued) : : i
: ¥
0730 Horn contact type floating mine sighted by MASSEY lookout at 25°22'N, 12805218 j
and exploded by rifle fire, 0936 CTU 52.1.3 shifted flag to U,S.S, SUVANEE (CVE-27)s -
. 2011  CHENAMGO, TISDAIE, GUEST, and SEDERSTROM departed for Kerama Retto for re- 7
erming and replenishment of supplies, _ ' | &
' Latitude Longitude  Zone Des, - o i
0800 249221y 1287/ 31E Wms 9 - N
© 1200 _5°35'N 129°091E : |
. 2000 250079 128°12'% i
lh'Aprii ~ Steaming In screen of Task Unit 52,1.3 off Southern Coast of Okinawa Siima,

[

Carriers conducting flight operations in support of Okinawa landing and troop oper-
ations, 2134 SANTEE, DREUER, FIASING, and EISELE departed for rearming and re-
‘plenishment of supplies at Kerama Retto, .

Tatitude Longitude Zona Des,
0800 2503618 127959'E - Minus 9 )
1200 250081N © 127°4,5,5'% . . . .
2000 2593118 127°221% A ’

ing flight operations in support of amphibious operations in Okinawa, 0652 Exploded

horned floating mine yrith gunfire at 25°33.2'N, 127°34'E, 0727 CHENANGO, GUEST,
SEDERSTRCM, and TISDAIE re

Joined formation., 1300 Held iemorial Servicef for the
late President Roosevelt, # - . : .

’

: - Tatitude " Lonecitude Zone Des,
0800 25021y 127935t 1dnus 9
1200 250291 128°001E
2000 25°38,51N ) 128°45'E

- 16 April - Sfea.ming in screen of Task "nit 52.1.3 off Southeast Coast of Okinawa,
0605  SANGAMON, DREXLER, EISTLE, and FLEMTNG rejoined formation, 1336 Refueled to
-capacity from the CHENANCO, 1430 U.S.8. JEFFERS (*'S27) 3joined formation., 1700

FLRIKG detached on duty assigned, 2100 SEDERSTROM, EISELE, and TISDAIE departed
on duty assigned, : - .

15 Api’il ‘= Steaming in screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 off Southern Coast of Okinawa conduct=- i

. latitude - Longitude Zone Des.
0800 259101N 1274618 Minus 9
1200 25°11,2'§ 127°381E
2000 259211y 1261118

17 April - Steaming in screen of Task Unit 52,1.3 off Southeast Coast of Okinawa Shima.
. VASSEY transferred gear of ComCarDiv 22 from SUJANEE to SANGAMON,

. latitude Lon{j'itude Zone Des,
0800 250361y 128391E Winus 9
1200 259341y 128°17'g
2000 25%13,2'N 128921,2'E
-
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! 18 April - Continued transfer of flag personnel and gear to SANGAMON from SUWANEE,

- 0722 Received ComfarDiv 22 on board and cast off from SUWAMEE, Went to General
Quarters to. repel possible air attack., oy 52.,1.3 1in MAS3EY assumed tactical
command, Secured from Genaral Quarters when contacts were identified as friendly,
0755 ComCarDiv 22 transferred to.SANGALION, 0800 ComCarDiv 22 (CTU 52,1,3) assumed
tactical command in SANGAMON, Comnleted transfer of flag personnel and gear, i

latitude Longitude Zone Des,
0800 . 240251y 12694318 Minus 9
1200 _2LOLON 126061 E
2000 259591y 126°55,518 |

Latitude Longitude Zone Des,
0800 2,%311y - 126%5418 Minus 9
1200 24°1215 1126057,51g
2000 23%50, 51y 126034, 51F

20 April - Operating in screcn of Task Unit 52,1.3 off Southeast Coast of Okinawa,
Task Unit 52,1,3 fueling from Task Unit 50.1.8, 1ASSEY refueled from PATUXENT
(ACFLA). Transferred pilot and mail from SANGAMON to SANTEE, Notified that
VASSEY would proceed with SUYANFE and EDMUMDS to Kerama Retto on 21 April rfop
replenishmont of logistics requirements and mail,

lLatitude ' Longitude Zone Des, i
0800 250251y 129936.5'8  Mdnus 9 ‘
1200 24047 ,81N 129°40.8'E
2000 24°50,51y - 129°051R

21 April - Steaming in screen of Task Unit 52.1,3, At 1936 VASSEY, SUWANEE, and
EEMUNDS, departed from Ty 52,1,3 for Kerama Retto,

Iagitude . Longitude Zone Des,
0800 . 2443y 1267381 Mnus 9
1200 240481y 126944 ,61R

[ o 2000 24°101y 126°%4918 ‘

_ 22 April - Entered Kerama Retto with SUVAMEE and EDMUNDS.  Oiler from ATASCOSA .
| ' (A0~66), drew U.S. dnd Guard )ail for screen of Task Unit 52,1,3. Drew dry

’ provisions, At 1630 cleared anti-submarine nets and procesded out of harbor
i ; followed by EDMUNDS and SUZANEE, proceeded to rendezvous with Task Unit 52.1.3

, off Zast Coast of Miyako Jina, . i
[ - . ‘ Latitude Lon§itude Zone Des, |
0800 25°101§ .4 127%18.61% Minus 9 o
1200 © Anchored Kerama Retto, . ‘ ;
2000 25°351y 127°291E ‘ é '

s | k
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CONFIDENTIAL

pp778/

23 April - Proceeding from Kerama Retto with SUZANEE and EDRXTUNDS to join Task Unit
52.1,3, 0620 Joined Task Unit 52.1.3 east of liiyako Retto and passed mail to
screen, .2030 CHEWANGO, GUEST and BUTLER departed formation for Kerama Retto,

Iabitude Longitude
0800 - 24%27'N 6°501E
1200 © . 2401LIN ' 127°02'E .
2000 23°55!N © 126°38,8'E . Zone time = 9

2, April - Steaming in screen .of Task Unit 52,1.3 off Eastern Coast of Miyako Retto
. while carriers planes conduct flight operations ajainst Sakashima Gunto, 0832
Test fired automatic weapons, 1010 CTU 52,1.3 (ComCarDiv 22) transferred flag
to SUYAWNEE, 1150 JEFFERS dep&fted to Transport ferry pilots to CTG 50.8, 1919
SANGAI'ON, DREXLER, and ED¥ONDS left for Kerama Retto for replenishment of
logistics, - . RV VEN
. . ' Ammunition expended:
8% rounds LG
13 rounds 20yx

' . . latitude Lon%itude
' 0800 - 2,925y 12693218
1200 23°31,4'N 127°31.5%
.2000 2405811 . 126°23,31E

Zona time -9

P 25 April - Operating in screen of Task Unit 52,1.3 off eastern coast of Viyako,

P : Jima, carriers conducting flight operations aszainst Sakashima Gunto, 32
Fueled to capacity from SUVANEE, 1940 SANTEE, FIENING, and BUTLER departed
formation to proceed to. Kerama Retto, 2338 JEFFERS rejoined formation, ‘

K . . : Iatitude Longitude

3 : 0800 24,0331 126%351g

; : 1200 24225. 5ty 126°21:,TE
126°47,1'8

2000 2L711'N

Zone time =9

26 April - Steaming in carrier screen, CTU 52,1,3 (ComCarDiv 22) shifted Flag from

SUFJANEE to SANGAMCN,

Iongitude

. . . ' Iatitude
. 0800 2L,O17'N 126952.8'E
1200 25°141N 126°4L61 B Time Des, ~
2000 - 239%52.7'N 126°347E Minus 9 ‘

27 April - Steaming in screen of TU 52,1,3 off east coast of liyako Jima while
carrlers conduct flight operations against Sakashima Gunto,

Iatitude Longitude ' '
0800 25915,51N 12693718 ‘
e | . \

ety
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|5 27 April (Continued)
 Latitude Longitude Zone Des.
1200 24,°03.,9tN 126°39,5'%  linus 9
T 2000 2191018 126°38,51§
28 April - In screen of Task Unit 52.1.3 ﬁroceeding to rendezvous vith T.U,
50.18 for fueling, 0546 Made rendezvous with T.U. 50.1.8 and commenced
fueling operations. MASSEY fueled to capacity from AUCILLA (A0 56), 1510
Fueling operations completed. T.U, 50.1.8 departed, 1650 Held Ceneral

! Quarters for-firing exsrcises - Exercise 13 B of USF1OA. Training proved

valuable im=tmmtimimy since opportunities to fire practlces are few during
. alr operations, . . L

Armunition expended:

' 9 rounds 5"/38 illuminating projectiles
11 rounds 5"/38 AA Common :
20 rounds 5"/38 smokeless powder

328 rounds of LOMM .

1050 rounds of 20804,

Spastic v

Longitude

1 Iatitude 5 Zone Des,
1 0800 21,0311N 126739.6'% Vinus 9
~E . 1200 24°34 218 12693518 . ,
3’_ 2000 23°957.5'N 126°41,213 , !

?

3 . :

" 29 April - -Steaming in screen of Task Unit 52,1,3 which Task Unit is operating
in waters off East Coast'ofMiyako Jima conducting assaults on Sakashima
Gunto. "Informed this date by dispitch that MASSEY and DREXTER will be
‘detached from duty in Task Unit 52,1.3 on next trip to Kerama Rettqg on
2 May and will report to ComTaskGreup 51,5 for duty. 1944 SUANEE, GUEST,
and EDUONDS departed for Kerama Retto, T _ ‘

Longitude

i ' latitude Zons Des,
: - 0800 124508,51N 126053.8'E Uinus 9
1200 24,034 2N 126°351E
2000 . 23957,51N 126°41.2'%

30 April - Steaming in screen (T,U, 52,1.32) of Task Unit 52,1,3 off East Coast
of Miyako Jima, carriers conducting flight operations against Sskashima Gunto
and supporting Okinawa Shima operations. 0150 RUSSEL and DENNIS jolned screen
of formation, 1323 BUTLER departed from Task Unit. It is contemplated that

‘ MASSEY and DREXIER will report to CTG 51.5 for duty upon the next vwisit to
Kerama Retto which is now scheduled for 2 Yay 1945.

. I
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Iatitude Longitude Zone Des,
0800 24°18,7'N 126039,518 Minus 9
1200 24,002,5'N 126928t E
2304418 126028'E /
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DEC&&%@@%IEB | ‘

Proms
To

Subjest:

Reference;

Eclosures

1
enclosure (A) is forwardsd herewith.

% % AlEav 176 of 1943,
d

Ths Ceanx.ndins Ofticer,
The Cocmsnder in Chief, United States Fleet. / ///

War Diary for Month of lay, subedssion of, i

é g CoadnCh 1tr ¥F1/A12-1416-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943.
Begnlatiom s 1920, i
PacFlt ltr 10L-43. . ]
PacFlt conf, ltr 1CL-2;5. : -

~ (A) War Diary, U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778) for momth of May 1945, i

In accordance with roferencos (a), (b), (o), (d), and (e),
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1 May - The U.S.S. MASSEY (DD778), Commander Charles W, Aldrich, U.S. Navy, . |
Commanding, is in Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Squadren 66 of the i
Destroyers Pacific Flset of the United States Navy. The U,S.S. MASSEY is . !
"in Task Undt 52,1.32 which is screen of Task Unit 52.1.3. ComScreen who i
ComTaskUnit 52,1.32, is Captain J,C. Daniels, U.3. Mavy, in USS FULLAM (DD474).
OTC énd Commander Task Unit 52,1,3 is' ComCarDiv 22, Rear Admiral W, D, Sampls, |
U. S. Navy in. USS SANGAMON (CVE 26) Flagship. Task Unit 52,1.3 is operating i
in accordance with ComCarDiv 22 Top Secret OpOrder lv45 in watems off the g
Fast Coast of Miyako Jima, conducting f1ight operations against cbjectives in o

e o e

‘Sakashima Gunto in support of invusion operations against Okinawa Jima in the
_ Nansei Shoto, of Japan. Task Unit 52,1.3 is at present composed of the following
unitss USS SANGAMON. (C¥E~26), USS SUWANEE (CVE-27), USS CHENANGO (CVE-28),
USS SANTEE (CVE~-29), and Task Unit 52,1.32, which is composed of: USS FULLAM
(DD%74), USS GUEST (Dn473), USS DREXLER (DD7A41), USS MASSEY (DD778), USS
EDUONDS (DELO6), USS RUSSELL (DD414), USS BUTLER (IMS29), and USS LANG (DD399). :
~ SUWANEE, GUEST, andETMONDS, are at Kerama Rstto for ammunition replenishment, _ j.
i - fueling, and logistics, Screening ships disposed in circular anti-submarine i
1 screen; main body in cruising disposition 5-Roger. Upon next trip to Keram i
: . Retto MASSEY and DREXLER will be detached from duty with Task Unit 52,1.3 and ‘
will report to ComTaskGroup 51.5 for duty. Thia will probably take place on i
2 May as we are scheduled to depart this area with CHENARGO for rearming and .
. logistics this evening, ¥ay 1. It is expscted that our next dubty wdll be
: Radar Picket or Shore Bombardment, At OLL9 SURANEE, GUEST, and EDMONDS re-
. Joined this Task Unit and we received mail from EIMONDS. 1945 CHENANGO,
. MASSEY, and DREXIFR departed Task Unit 52.1.3 and procesded to Kerama Rette
| in accordancs CTU 52,1,3 despatch 292325, MASSEY and DREXIER screening
i .

s mm———— e

CHENANGO,
| Iatitude’ ngituds | Zone Time
0800 . 24,0-201N . 126°-37.9'8 Minus 9
- 1200 : 24,°-12tN 1260-39 518
2000 g 23%-47.2'K 126°%-49.71E

2 May - Underway South of Oklnaws Shima, in company with DREXLER screening . ‘
CHENANGO enroute to Kerama Retto for logistics replenishment. Uron completion :
of replenishmant MASSEY and DRFEXIER are detached from Task Unit 52.1.3 and :
are to report to ComTaskGroup 51.5 in Biscayne for duty. At 0732 entered

_ Kerama Retto and anchored, Procesdsd alongside AJAX (I¥~129) and fueled. !
,. Transferred to MATRONA two hospital patients for treatment and one man FPT |
; United States for discharge. Drew mail and fresh and frozen provisions,

P Proceedsd to Hagushi Beaches and reported to ComTaskGroup 51.5 in Blacayne,
for duty in Task Group 51.5 in accordance with CTF 51 despatch 291355 of
April, at 1240, 1900 anchored in transport area off Hagushi Beaches,

-l | : ' ' ‘
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CONFIDENTIAL USS. MASSEY (DD-778)

pD778/ WAR DIARY

.2 ¥ay = (Continued)
Latitudo Longltuda Zons Time
0300 .. Anchored Kerama Retto -5 '
1200 Anchored Kerams Retto
2000 Anchored off Transport
Area, Hagushi Beach, Olkdnawa.

3 May = Anchored in transport area off Hagushi Beach awvaiting further orders from
ComTaskGroup 51.5. - ComTask Group 51.5 is Captain Moosbrugger, U.S. Navy, in USS
BISCAYNE (AGC11). The Captain attended a conference in the BISCAYNE, wes informed
that our first assigmment would be Radar Picket duty in Radar Picket Station #2,
North of Okinawa, and was giveh verbel orders 1o proceed to Radar Picket Station
#2 and relieve the GAINARD. 4t 1100 underway end proceeded to Radar Picket
Station #2 where the MASSEY relioved the GAINARD ot 1524 and vormenced patrol-
a8 support ship to the LOVRY, Set military condition n1-EASYH, At 1618 the
orew was exercised at General Quarters when unidentified plane approached fram
the North, Flane vwas shot down by CAP on bearing BOOO(T) at 15 miles,

, Latitude . Longltuds Zone Time
0800 Anchored in Transport Ares, -9
Hagushi Beach, Okinawa.
1200 2793618 127°37.5E
27°06'N 128°111E

/4 ¥ay = Steaning in company with LOVRI on Radar Pickot Station #2, North of
Okinawa, C.0, of MASSEY ig OICy 0200 Tent to General .Quarters when unidentified
aircraft approached, 0224 Opefied fire on enemy aireraft at 10,000 yardss plans .
immediately reversed course and retired at spesd of about 240 knots. 0226 Ceased
firing, At 04C6 a bogey was reportad close aboard by the radar telling net.
_Sugar charlie radsr made contact at 7,000 yards to North, nearest land on that
bearing about 10,000 yards, Ship went shead emergoncy flonk (30 knots) fram -
standatd and turned slightly to right to place contact on beanm. Plans' was heard
shortly after turn but was not gighted until at about 400 yards when either a twin
float or twin engine plane was observed diving on ship at a position angle of
about 40°, Plane rassed over ship at about 400 feet altitude and pulled away in
a olinbing turr to left with full gun. futomatics opened fire after plane had
passed over ship but were silenced by order of C.0, who did not wish to furnish
point of aim for another snoopors No bombs or torpedoss wero droppod nor was
ship strafed, It is believed that plane made attempted suicide cresh but rad-
10211y misjudged dive in the dim moonlight. Personnel were looking low. Plane
probably started run at about 4000 fest rather then close to sea level as bad
been presumed. 0505 Secured frem General Quarters and sot condition RI=EASIF, !
0600 CAP arrived on station, 0740 Exsrcised crew at General Quarters when enemy
planes.appearsd to North, 0742 Combat Ar Patrol shot down one plane in flames

15 miles to North, Mumercus enemy planes in vicinity = about 12 orbiting 15 !

miles to Northeast, 3 to North at 10 miles, 1 or 2 to East at 10 miles. Friendly ]
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DD778/ ' . WAR DIARY

4 Yey = (Cont'd) . . ' '
CAP engaging as practicable. 0820 Commenced maneuvering at high apeeds keeping
threatening planes on the beam. Tracking two bogles at about 10 miles to star=
board with director coached by Combat, At 0828 two planes comencad simultanecus
dive run from North and were shot dowmn by CAP at 12,000 yards. Imuediately there=.
after -picked up visually two M fferent Zekes inside GAP who attempted simultane=
ous sidoide attacks on this vessel and LOTRT 1000 yards astern, Ship turned beam
to plane and went mhead from standard speed to emergency fiank (30 knots), Flane
was handled skillfully, exscuting evasive dips and gooms during epprosch which
prevented good computer solutden, Opened fire withall batteries; plare attacking
‘UASSEY caught fire tut contimued in, Plane was fleming, in a flat glids, when
1t passed ocur stern’ and spun in and crashed immediately after passing over ship.
Motor was complately dead and pilot must have been dead, as & slight down pressure -
on. stick, right turn, or slip to right would have resulted in a crash on the ship,
Xo damage to MASCEY, The other plans crashed close aboard the LOTRY asterm of
MASSEY and exploded; casuslties to LOWRY: = Personnel: kdilled - two meni wounded =
5 seriously; minor wounds to i8; Haterialt 2" hole in side along water line, ’
forward evaporators placed out of commission, 20MH gun damaged, 36" searchldght

. wrecked, 083/ Ships slowed to 20 knots. At 0836 a Val was sighted headed toward
ship to right of, below, and inside a group of Corsairs which had been dogfighting
othsr enemy aircraft at 6000 yards range and 5000 feot altitude, Ship went ahead
emergency flank (30 knots) from full spesd and commenced turn to right to put
plane on starboard beam, "Opened fire with automatic weapons, then with main’
bettery. Flane was flaming at 700 yards and lost section of port wing at 400
yards, probebly from starboard quad -fire, Plane at that time changed from flat
glide to A right spin, passed over bridge felling fast and crashed close aboard
on port bow (about 75 feet from ship), There was no explosion, Pilot's head could
not be seen and it is believed that he was killed during the approach, as tho
only maneuver observed was the spin, ceused by the loss of wing section, which j
nearly resulted in plans landing om bridge or forccastle, Went to Gemeral Quarters
several times during day and evening, when enemy planes in vicinity. . ’
- kmmmition expondeds P S
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85 rounds 5%/38 AA Common
" 172 rounds 5%/38 VI
_— " 1906 rounds 4CHM ) . _
S - : 1500 rounds 2GN ‘ .o , i

i Latitude Longituda Zone Tim ;

0800 27°00,61H 1285032 ., - - |

11200 27002,2'1 128°14.712 :
2000 27°02'N 12891518

; 5 May = Steaming in company USS.LOVRY and support craft on Radar Plcked Station
| 42, North of Okinawa, 0210 Exercised orew at General Quarters when wmidentified
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5 May = (Cont'd)

plane appeared in area. 02,5 Openod fire on enemy aircraft at range 8000
yards, PFPlane dived and reversed course. 0340 low flying plane skirted
picket station at about 8 miles distance, did not olose range or threaten,
0346 Observed enemy plans shotdown by night fighters to North, - 0450 Flane
shot domn by .CAP bearing 057°(T), 12 miles. . Exsrgised orew at Ceneral Quarte
several times during day shd night upon approach of enemy airecraft, -
Ammurdtion expandeds ' -
- - 32 rounds 5"/38 VI
18 rounds 5%/38 AA Common

. Latitude . " Longituds Zone Time
0800 . 2°P0,2'H 128%13,612 -
1200 2695611 1238°21t8

2000 . 21°0.5H 128°14'E

6 Uay = Steaning in company U.S.5, LUVEY on Radar Pickst Station #2. 0210 Sounded
Goneral Quorters when en unidentifiad plans camo in to this vicinity, G409

. Observed anti-nircraft fire on beech to South, 0505 Secured from Gemeral

" Quarters when area reported clear of enemy aircraft, Set General Quarters and
secured severa). times during morning when enemy planes appeared in arca. e
have & larger CAP this morning which is nicely accounting for enemy planes,
Raids have been partdcularly heavy on picket stations last few days. 1121 .
Priendly plane shot down and orashed South of Yoron Jima; pilot landed. in para=
chute about 1500 yards off beach., Dispatched gunboat to plek him up while MASSEY
and LOTRY covered from the soa, . PAlot roportod strafed from shores Frlenmdly
planes strafed beaches and arcas olose to beachos, Uajor Kammsror, USLCR, was
rascued by 1CS 19, Received CTG 51,5 dispatch 052321 directing that all ships
on Radar Picket Station #2 return to Hagushi Beach area, Proceedsd to Hagushi
area having other ships on station form up astern, 1610 Reported for duty
40 CTG 51.5 by voice redio and was instructed to proceed to Kerama Retto,
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6 ¥ay (Continued) -. .

. replenish fuel and ammunition and return and roport to Hagushi Beach area,
1717 Entored Kerama Rotto and anchorod in Berth K-9 until ammunition ship's
8ide ’as cleared, 1916 Exercised at Goneral Quarters when enemy plane
approached twice, dropping flare on second run. However, smoking operations
had covered area, 2210 Went alongside BUCTRUS VICTORY (AKA 234) and received;
317 - 57/38 VT projectiles; 317 - 5"/38 SPON 6499 powder cartridges; 2792
rounds of [Omm service ammurXion,

; ) LATITUDR LONGITULR Zone time
]' . 0800 27°-02,5'N 127°-11,5'%  yinus §,
1200 269-59,5'N 1280-251F
2000 Anchored Berth K--9,
Xerama Retto,

7 May = Moored starboard side to BUCTRUS VICTORY (AXA 234) in Berth K-11, Kemma
Retto taking on ammunition. 0113 Completed receiving amwmunition having
received full allowance, 0127 Undermay and anchored in Berth K-101., 0221
Exercised crew at Gemeral Quarters for possible alr attack. Smokemakers
smoked area, 0545 Underway to go alongside CUYAMA (A0-3) and fuel ship,

0922 Anchored in Berth E~1, Kerama Retto while using MW¥B to transfer 12
rounds of WP ammunition to IST 2T7. 1025 Underway and proceeded out of
.Kerama Retto to Hagushi Beach, 1150 Anchored in accordance with instructions
of C1G 51,5 in Berth H-105, 1359 Shifted berth to H-141 to facilitate
drawing GSX from CASTOR (AKS-l). : )

5 fatitude 3 P rheitade
0800 ' Anchored Berth K~101, Kerama Zone time
: _ Reatto, - : ¥inus 9,
1200 : Anchored Berth H-705,
‘ - Transport area, Hagushi Beach,
2000 Anchered Berth H-141, -

Transport area, Hagushi Beach,

8 May - Anchored in Berth E-141 Hagushil Beach Transport Area drawing GSK stores
and other supplies from CAST(R (AXS-1). Underway and went alongside
ARMADILIA (IX-111) to receive 20 drums 2190-T lub 011, then returned to .
Berth H-141. 1200 Anchor did not hold woll, Shifted berths to H-144, Drew
mail and completed drawing of stores, : .

Iatituds Longitude Zone time

I 0800 Anchored in Hagushi Beach Wms 9
’ Irangport Area,
] 1200 Anchored in Hagushi Bsach
} Trensport Area,
! 2000 . Anchored in Hagushi Beach
; Transport Area..
—tpm
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9 May - Anchored in Berth H-14l, Hagushi Beach Transport Area. Recsived word
by dispatch from CTG 51.5. that MASSEY and various other destroyers might be

. required to form anti-aireraft patrol screen 1500 yards to West of transports
area on North and South line to protect transports from expected air attack, 1319
Underway in accordance CDS 64 visual despatch to take station in AA patrol
screen, 1500 yards to Westward of transport area, Order of ships North to

. South, ‘1500 yard interval: MASSEY, HADLEY, COMPTON, WOODWORTH, DREXLER;
commenced patrol, 1847 Fxercised crew at General Quarters for possible air
attack, Transport area made smoke, Several planes passad cloas by, one
dropping ‘a bomb on Yontan Field, Secured from General Quarters at 2135. 2226
Moved in to position just outboard of transports and anchored,

B

- Iatitude Longitude - Zone tims
0800 . Berth B-144, Hagushi Beach. tinus 9
1200 " Berth H-14, Hagushi Beach.
2000 - . 26°=24.31N 128°-40.6'%

10 May -~ Anchorsd Northwest of Transport Area off Hagushi Beach in anti-aircraft
protective screen for transports. At 0229 went to General Quarters and made
smoke when single unidentified plane appeared frcam Norttmest. 0310 Sscured
from General Quarters., 0320 Exercised crew at General Quarters when tihree
groups unidentified planes closed from Northeast, North, and Nortiwest
respectively., )ade amoke for protection of Transport Area. Seversl planes :
passed close by but were unable to differentlate between enemy planes and !

. friendly which were in pursuit. Enemy plane dropped "fire bomb" about 3000 ’
yards to. Wsst., 0425 Enemy plane dropped Mincendiary"™ bomb which exploded
about 2000 feet altitude, burning fragments landing to east eithin 100
yards of MASSEY. O435 Secured from General Quarters when area cleoared of .
- enemy planes. It was noted in tonight's raids that Jap planes appeared to
make & more erratic approach than usual using large zigzags and altitude
changes, and thareby presented a more difficult problem for night interceptors,
Planes were evidently after Yontan air strip as well as Transport Area; one
“bomb ‘was ‘dropped on Yontan Field with no damage i1eported. 0759 Underway
in company with USS PRITCHETT (DD561) to Radar Picket Station #7 to relieve
GAINARD and J.W. DITTER in accordance with CTG 51.5 visual despatch 031240,
1100 MASS®Y and PRITCHETT relieved GAINARD and J,W.DITTER on Radar Picket Station
#1. OIC is Commanding Officer of PRITCHETT, Commenced picket duty patrolling
25 miles South of Kerams Retto, 1922 Exercised crew at General Quarters for
.evening alert, Several bogies passed in vicinity, but were beyond gun range
and were reportad, 2055 Secured from General Quarters, :
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: Latitude Longitude )
0800 2504 11N 127%-17,7'B Zone time e
1200 - 25%-42, 61N 11279-20'E ¥inus 9 :
2000 25%42,5'% 127°-25,3'%
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11 ¥y ~ Patrolling Radar Picket Station #7 in company with PRITCHETT (0Tc), 25

rdles South of Xerama Retto, 0715 Exercised crew at General Quarters when
wnidentified plane approachsd; secured when plane no longer in vieinity, 0837
Exercised crew at General Quarters upon approach of hostils planes. None cams
within gun range. Conaiderable air activity occurred in area Northwest of
Oklnawa, Numerous enemy planes made torpsdo, bombing, and sulcide attacks on

" pleket stations; a large number of planes were shot down, 1910 Exorcised

crew at General Quarters for evening alert. Evening quiet, apparently bocause
of poor visibility caused by fog and haze, R caus

Y

Latitude - Lon"gifwda '

0800 . 25°-L11% 127°9-17.7'% Zone time
1200 . : 25942, 61x 127°-201g Minus 9,
2000 25°%42,51 127°-25,31% -

12 May - Steaming in company with USS FRITCHETT (0TC), 25 miles South of Kerama

13

Retto, in Radar Picket Station #7. 0245 Sounded General Quarters upon approach

of unidertified planes; .secursd upon thelr passing out of vieinity. 1454 Received
word from WALKE (despatch 130530) that ghe was our relief and that we wers to -
proceed to Hagushi Bsach, Reported by radio despatch 130619, Returned to

Bagushi -and reported to CTIG 51.5 at 1755. Anchored in Bsrth B=177 at 1897. .

1853 Went to General Quarters upon approach of enemy planes and made smoke when
directed.  No.enemy planes bothered the transport area; several were shot down

by night fighters, it 2035 sscured from Goneral Quarters and sst the regular
condition wateh, : ' .

Tatitude Longitude

0800 254671 1275-17.5'E  Zone time
m 250"3905'N 1—270‘15(6'E mnuﬂ 90

2000 Anchored Berth H-177,
: . Hagushi Beach, Okinawa,

May = Anchored in berth H=177 at edge of the tranaport area of Hagushi Besach ,
anchorage. At 0302 Went to General Quarters upon aprroach of enemy planes,
Secured from General Quarters at 0405 when enemy planes were clear of area,
At 0845 Received word from CTG 51.5 (despatch 132342) to proceed to point

-about. seven miles to west and fuel from HOUSATONIC. Fueling completed at 1031,

MASSEY reported completion to CIG 51,5 and was directed to return to Hagushi
anchorage, and report to ComDesRon 24 for duty (CTIG 51.5 despatch 141120),
ComDesRon 2y, acting Commander AA Screen, ordered MASSEY to anchor in vicinity
of berth H-182, At 1305 Anchored in berth H-1£2, Hagushi Beach Transport Area,
about 1000 yards outboard of all auxiliary ships. At 19500 went to Gemeral
Quarters upon approach of enemy planes, Secured at 2002 when all bogies had
retired or been knocked down by CAP,

latitude  longitude -
0800 : Berth H~177, Hagushi Beach, Zone time
1200 Enroute XKerams Retto to Minus 9,
hi Beach.
. 200 Bl B-182, Hagushi Beach,
-
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1 May = Anchored in berth H-177, Trensport Ares, Hagushi Beach. At 0302
exercised crew at General Quarters on approach of enemy planes and made
emoke- on ‘signal from SOPA. Secured from Gensral Quarters when area clesr
of enemy planes. At 0905 got underway in accordance with CIG 51.5 despatch
132342 to refuel from the HOUSAT ANIC, and to teke cherge of fueling group
o?f Western Okinawa. Upon completion of fueling dirocted verious ships ,
~ in acreen ahsad of fueling group while they were waiting to fuel and directed .

. fueling operations., At 1132 in accordance with CTG 51.5 despateh 141120,
turned charge of fueling group over to GAINARD and proceeded to Hagusil .
Anchorage to report to CDS 24. At 1237 went to General Quarters. vhen eneny
plane in vicinity; secured when plane clearsd srea. 1305 Inchored in berth
H-182 in sccordance with instructions of ComDesRon 24. At 1900 exsrcisad
orew at General Quarters when enemy plane belioved in vicinity. At 2002
secured from Genersl Quarters when plane cleared aTeas .
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~ latitude . Longitude ) o
- 0800 Anchored berth H-177, Zone time
Hagushi Transport Area. Winus 9.
1200 25°~28,8'8 1279-32,6'E
2000 inchored berth H-182,  °

Hagushi Transport Aresz.

15 May = Anchored in berth H-182, Hagushi Beach, Okinawa, with various units of
of the Fifth Fleet, Quiet during day. 4t 1819 receivsed orders (CTG.51.5
despatch 150909) to get underway in AL screen. Fent to Geperal Quarters. Ad
gscreen ordered by ComDesRon 24 to remain in approximate vicindty of respective
anchorages assigned and make moke 1f directed as wind was blowing shorewards
it 2050 when all planes clear of area reenchored in berth H-182 and secured.
from General Quarters. - : '

: Latitude Longltude
0800 Anohorsd berth H-182, Zone time
: Bagushi Trangport Area. Mims 9.
’ 1200 " Anchored berth H-182,
Hagushi Transport Area.
2000 260-19.5'NF 127°-41.6'E

[ 16 May - hnchored in berth H-182, Hagushi Beach Transport Area in company with

: transports and various units of the Fifth Fleet, 030¢ Enemy planes approached
#cn North and West; ship went to General Quarters. Mads smoke as raquesteds.
0313 Noted explosions on basch as result of enemy bombs. Secured to Condition
1-FEasy when planeg cledr of area. At 0819 got underway in asocordance with
CTG 51,5 despatch 152230 to procesd to Kerama Ratto to get 40mm hydraulic :
unit off damaged ship to replace our unit on #42 40MM gun mount, also to draw
fresh and dry stores, 1015 Anchored in berth K-24, Kersma Retto., Racelved
motor unit, fresh, frozen, end dry stores. 4t 1908 got underway and reancbored.
in berth X=-3/ in accordance CIG 51,15 despatch 1610156 Several times during
evening went to Ceneral Quarters while intruders flew over or in vicinity.
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16 ¥ay - (Continued)
’ ‘ . Latituds Longitude
% - 0800 nchored berth H-182, Zons tizme
: S ‘ Hagushl Beach, Ckinawa. Minus G. i
1200 . 4nchored berth K-24, : .
. Kerama Retto. 1
2000 Anchored berth E-34, %
Eerama: Retto,

17 May =~ Anchored in berth K-3/4, Kerams Retto. 0555 Underway and went alongside
BRAZOS (A0=4) to refuel end to replenish fog oil supply. At 1134 doparted
Xersma Retto enroute to Hagushi Beach Area., At 1717 underway in accordance
with CTG 51.5 despatch 171816 and reported to ComDesRon 66 for duty in Ad
screen, took -station #9 at direction of ComDesRon 66 and commenced patrol.

.Went to General Quarters several times during the evening when ensmy ralds
~ approached, but the GAP was much more sffective than usual and menaged 1o
. taks care of the ralders,

Latitude _ Longitude

0800 Berth K-3/, Eerama Retto. Zom time
1200 26°-181N 1279-251E Mims 9. .
- 2000  26°-18,2'% 127°-38.3'E ' Cod

18 Uay - Steaming in station #9 of AA screen off Hagushi Beach Transport ares.
* At 0042 anchored in berth H-185, Hagushi Beach Transport area. At 0426

exercised crew at Ceneral Quarters for possible air attack, securing at ;
0530 when area was clear. At 1753 got underway to proceed to AA screening s
station A-37 in accordance with CTG 51,5 despatch 180837. At 1855 exercised
.crew at Gensral Quarters when enemy planes eppeared in area., 4t 1933
arrived on station A37 and commenced patrol. Exercized orew at Gensral Quartes
several times when ememy planes in vicinity, however nons passed within gun

Tange. o
: Latitude Longitude '
L 0800 , Anshored -berth H-185, Eagushi . Zons time
[ B%Cho ' MiImB 9.
1200 : Anchored berth H-185, Hagusbl
~ Beach, '
2000 . 26°-35,20'% 127°-43.05'%

19 May - Patrolling in AA patrol dation A-37 off Cldnawa. At 0231 exercised crew
at. General Quarters for possible alr attack, securing at 0309 when area
! cleared,. Proceeded to Radar Picket Station #15 in accordance with CTG 51.5 | )
: despatch 181230, At 0745 relisved USS DREXLER on Redar Pickst Station #5, - a
patrolling 4in company with USS WADSWORTH (0TC). At 1425 USS FOOTE joined
up as assistant picket support ship., Casualties from air attack to ships
operating in this station have been rather heavy of late, it is believed
- this 48 possibly a permanent move to strengthen the station. The weather has
| } ‘been poor for flying today, the station is quiet. : |
3 o ' . -8= /&
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19 May (Contimmed) = .

o Latitude Longltude

0800 279-03,5'K - 127°-53.81E Zons time
1200 ' 262-58'N 127°-27.15'E. Mirus 9.

2000 26 -56'8 . 127°-30'E..

. . )
20 May - Screening in company with USS WADSWORTH, and USS FOOTR on Rader Picket
Station #15 off Okdnawa Shima, Feather rainy all -day with pooT visibility.
At 1823 exercised crew at General, Quarters when enemy planes appreachsd in
vioinity, Planes attacked several other ships on pearby stations, but did
- not come within gun range of us. Secured ﬁcﬁ; Gensral Quarters et 2107.

, © Latitude Longituda -
0800 26%-56,2'N - 127°-31,3'R Zone tire
1200 " 260-59'K 1272-31'E Hinus 9. -
2000 26°-58,3'N 127 =32'B

21 May = Steaming in company USS WADSWORTH, and USS FOOTE on Radar Fickst
Station #15. At 0040 .exsrcised crew at General Quarters to repel possible
air attack. .At 0054 secured from General Quarters whea plane passed out
of vicinity. Went to General Quarters several times during day when planes
approached, At 1818 the BRAIFORD joined formation. The BRAIFORD will relieve
the WADSHORTH at daybresk tomorrow. At 1840 went to General Quarters when

" enemy planes approached in the area, secured upon their clearing. : :

. . Latitude Longltude .
0800 . 260-58,2'8 127%-29.5'E Zene time
1200 26°-56,5N 1279-20,5'E Minus 9.
2000 270-05.6'F 127°-37.5'E

22 May - Stesming in compeny with the WADSWORTH, BRADFORD, and FOOTE on Radar
Picket Station #15 off Oldnawa. At 0520 the ‘BRADFORD relieved the WADSWORIE
- a8 OTC; the WADSWORTH departed formation for Kersma Retto. FProbably becauss
of the poor flying weathsr end visibllity almost Mzsrof, there wers no encuy
planes in the immediate vicinity until ebout 2300. At 2319 went to Gemsral |
 Quarters ¥hen ensay planses approached from the North. Enemy air.activity has

been Telatively light for several days. Warning has been issued to effect ’
that heavy enemy alr attacks may be expected at first break in wsather. oo
© Latitude Ll;u;gimde
0800 ' 250-08.5'K S-43.8'E Zone time
1200 - 250-07,5'X 1277-39.5'% Wnus 9,
2000 27°-10'K 127°-40'8 :

23 May = Steaming in company with FOOTE and BRADFORD on Radar Pioket Station #15
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Northwest of.Okinawe Shima, BRADFORD is guide and OTC, Enemy alr raids are
approaching from North and Northeast. At 0106 BRADFORD opened fire on enewmy
plane to West, and MASSEY quickly opened fire with radar solution, 4t OLO7 :
coased firing when plane changed course and speed radically and retired, At - i
j . 0140 when vicinity clear of enemy planes, secured from Gemeral Quarters,
— : During the day and early evening there was little air activity; weather un=
' favorable -for alr operations, At 1700 the WATTS joined formaiion and was to
relieve the MASSEY 4n the morning at daybronk. At 2012 exercised crew at
General Quarters for air attack when mmsrous plancs approcched from the
.+ . Northwest, North, and Northeast. Planes appeared to be making coordinated
’ g‘r’ approaches on the station, It became apparent that repelling attacks by
seetor method would not always work because of the swift and varied change ‘
of bearing and range, Therefors, it was suggested to the 0TC in the BRAIFORD
! that special designation of targets by OIC to the four ships bota by the
[ two sections of ships, for double attacks, and by single ships, for mltiple
;o .attacks, be practiced when sector method would not hold. This worked out
: ~_.very well later when multiple raids came in, At 2024 changed spsed to 30
' "I "Ynots, At 2031 the WATTS opened fire to the East when plans approached, ceased
{ ‘firing at 2033, At 2036 MASSEY .opened fire following 0IC at plane to Northwest
: at range of about 11,000 yards, plane mansuvered vigorously and openad out to
j sbout 10 miles., Plane skirted formation at about 10 milss distence, made
] . .several -foints then headed out to Northwest, -No other planes came within
: \ . firing renpe or passsd to South, We had no CAP patrol. At 2328 mmerocus
|
H
|
]

e PN S

.raids appeared together in the North and Northweste At 234, while steaming
at 29 knots and maneuvering to avoid planes on bow, Combat noted that’a plane
which had been orbiting at a dlstance of appro:dmately 10 miles on our star=
‘board quarter had moved around to ths right afd was making a run from astern. .
Control had been tracking this bogey,with Mark 12 radar and computer; target i
had been going away., 4 Colum left wns execated to place threatening bogey . ‘
on bow on starboard beam when Combat informed Cofn that bogey on starboard
quarters had turned, was heading straight in, and would be on our stern if we
exacuted the column movement, This ship turned right out of coluwm and fired
‘at the bogey we had beon trackdng while othor ships fired at socond bogsy on
the bow, This was the fifth attack by enemy aircraft on the formation of :
- four destroyers. During this attack six to eight planes wore observed by the “
search rodar closing for the attack, Two planes started run on this vessel,
both planes obsarved close together on both the SC end Mark 12 radars, FPlanss,
wore taken under fire at 5800 yards with 2 to 1 ratlo VI fuze projectiles. )
t ~— . Four to six gun bursts were observed about 15 seconds after opsning fire
I " 2w such bursts were observed as plans speed dropped below 70 knots = piane
was tracked into water and splash observed 2200 yards from ship at 2347. .. .
The .renze finder operator caught a good meny glimpsos of the plane during the

et e v mam s

1 |
’ 1
L ‘ |
Foo . -10- \

o e v s dbda | et e AT T T Tt e e ey
. R . R et L LR RIS LIRS




\ N O TP S
( GONFIDENTIAL - U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)
| - - |

- po7Te : " FAR DIARY

23 May (Cont'd) -

-~ action and tentatively identified as Val., Thers is no data on what happensd
to other of the two planes observed by radar when run started, Only one
splash was observed, By the time ship came back arcund and started to Join

- other destroyers we had opened to 7000 yards - MASSEY slowed to 25 knots,
lighted off end cut in other two additiomal bollers and proceeded to rejoin

group at 0013, .
: Latitude ]i;ggitude Zone Time
i . 0800 . 27P08'H AR -
; 1200 27°09,2'N . 127941408

2000 - 27°09.2'N 12794118

2/ May = At 0033 opensd fire following BRAIFORD at plane on port beam at 11,000
yards, Plane maneuvered and opened out beyond effective range. At 001 other
_ships opened fire on plane on starboard bow, MASSEY howover, did not fire
because of fact that at the same time there was an enemy plane on our stare=
board besm at 12 miles distance which we continued tracking. 138 121 suffered
& near miss by bombs from plane on starboard beam; bomb blew six inch hole
in side of ICS, killing two men and seriously wounding three, - Ab 0108 plane
on port bow appeared to be making a determined attack on formation. 4t 0109
BRADFORD, FOOTE, and WATTS opened fire. At 0110 when track indicated that he
had started his dlve at formation MASSEY opened fire. Plane flamed at approximately

10(a)
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2/, May (Contimed) = , _ ;

2000 yards and appeared to be being chewed up by 4OMM fire as he apprcached

head on. At 0111 plane crashed bearing 340° relative, distance 800 yards, i
credited. to UASSEY and BRADFORD, During this engagement the group on Fadar !
Picket Station #15 had 19 air raids either attack or threaten., 4 total of

six planss were shot down: MASSEY 1 alone, MASSEY sndBRATFORD 1 split, .

FOOTE 1, WATTS 1, all.four ships together 1, ISC 121 - 1 plane. Ralds of

tonight wers bstter coordinated than usual.- There was only one instance of

possible wild tkamiksza" approach, and this looked as if it were. a well ' .
planned glids bembing run until the plane was probably damagad. Flanes that i
wers shot at ran only out of gun rangs then stayed around as hecklers, )
several raids frsquently being within 15 miles and spread over an are of |
270° or better; at one time there wers two within 10 miles, and three -
additional within 15 miles of the ‘destroyer group. Several times the attack-
ing planss dropped their bembs at distances of ten to twelve milss and . ’
moved radically when another enemy plans came within two to five miles of
them, It is believsd that this probably cams as a result of the planes
.carrying -bombs suddenly discovering the other planes, and believing them to

be our night fighters, jettisoned their bombs and fled. A further oddity

of the raids wers that none went more than about twenty miles Scuth of our
station (toward Okinawa) befors returning. At 0320 more ralds sppeared, but .
- 211 merely sldrted the formation and wers not fired upon. Again the raids !
wore well coordimated. It was suspected that scme station in our vieinity o
was possibly gulding them, Reports from a shore station then brought out !
that for two hours they had tracked a surface vessel, or possibly a sub-
marine, which our Operations did not consider our own, at a distance of 25 )
miles to East of us. At 0450 the MASSEY dsparted from the formation to '
proceed to Hagushl in accordance with CTG 51.5 despatch 230203. Fueled a3 i
‘directed and was then ordsred to proceed to Kerama Retto for ammunition :
replenishment and to provision by CTG 51.5 despatch 240102, At 1138

entered Kerasma Retto. Recelved ammunition to full allowanse from BEDFORD .

VICTORY, Also took advantage of this opportunity to exchange a defective

Mk 22 radar receiver with damaged ship. No provislons available,

Jmmandtion expended in repdling air attacks of 23rd and 24th.
273 rounds 5%/38 VT,
' S 118 rounds 5%/38 AA Ccumon.
; : 1900 rounds 4OMM
: 1500 rounds 2GM

. ~ Latitude - Longltude
0800 26°-351K ~34.,6'E Zone time
} ' : 1200 . Kerama Ratto, Minus 9. .
Tl - 2000 © . Kerama Retto. . :

25 May = Anchored in berth XK=-85 in Kerama Retlo, having completed taking on
ammanition. At 0307 exercized crew at Genoral Quarters for possible air
attack and secursd when plane left arsa. During morning and sarly after-’
noon numercus enemy planes came into vicinity, a mumber wers shot down by
CAP., Procesded to Hagushi where CTG 51,5 directed that we escori the
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. berth H~182, Hagushi Beach.
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25 Uay = (Continued) =

ROFER, which was damaged, to Kerama Retto, Upon completion of this we were
told to join the AA screen outside the transport area under ComDesRon 66, by
CTG 51.5 despatch 250752, Jolned screen and patrolled until screen ordered
to anchore West of transport area on one-half hours notice. Anchored West of

Iatitude Tongitude Zone time

0800 . ' Anchored Kerama Ratto. Minus 9.
1200 A.nshored Kerama Retto,
2000 26 «18'N o 1270=-40,2'8

26 May - Anchored in Berth H-182, Hagushi Beach Transport Area, Okinawa, as part

of AA screen on 15 minutes notice to get underway, At 1537 report received

that possible air attack was forming to West. At 1613 got underway in accord=

ance with orders from ComDesRon 66, and proceeded to station #5 im AA screen
‘of transport area, At 1529 exerclsed crew at General Quarters when enemy

. aircraft approached area, secured at 1629 when enemy aircraft cleared areas

At 1835 went to Gensral Quarters for evening alert and secured at 2019.
Proceeded to anchorage in accordance signal from ComDeskon 66 and anchored
in berth H-17) at outer edge of Transport Area. ’

- Jatitude Longitude Zone time

- 0800 . Anchored Berth H-182, Hagushi Minus 9.
) ’ Beach Transpert Area..
1200 . Anchored Berth H-182, Hagushi
. % ,Beach Transport Area, . -
2000 269-22,2'N .. 127°-39.6'E

27 May - At 0001, became unit of CTG 31.5 in a.ccorda.nc; CTF 51 despatch 260755.

Anchored in berth H-17L at outer edge of Transport Area, Hagushl Beach, in

AA screen. 0735 Went to General Quarters for possible air attack. 0744
Underway in accordance with signal from ComDesRon 66 and patrolling station #5
in AA screen. Received word that ship on Radar Picket Station #5 had been hit.
At 0809 proceeded at best speed to Radar Picket Station #5 for duty in
_accordance with CTG 31.5 despatch 2623087 in company USS DISON. Ab 0841
secured from General Quarters. At 0937 exercised crew at General Quarters on
approach of enemy planes, Atl0l4 set watch condition "I-FAST", At 1056

set regular condition watch. At 1120 arrived Radar Picket Station #5 with
DYSON, (Damaged ship had left in tow of another destroyer). At 1300 W.D.
PORTER joined on station. At 1305 DYSON departed station to escort damaged
ship, now in tow of tug, to port. Patrolling on picket station with PORTER;

following support craft in vicinity: LCS 82, 86, 128, and 13, Went 10 General

Quarters for evening alert at 1840 and secured at 2000, Flylng weather spotty,
moon bright, but sky cloudy. ‘

. : Latitude Longitude Zone time
0800 260-22.5'N 127°-41.8'E Uinus 9.
1200 . 260-22.T'N 1280-29.9'E
2000 -269-25'N 1280-30.5'E
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Gb HI'LIUENTI Ai US.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

28 May - Patrolling Radar Picket Station #5 in company W.D.PORTER and 4 support
ICS'. At 0103 went to General Quarters for possible air attack. One plane
closing from North one from South. MASSEY designated sslf to track Northern .
plane, W.D.PORTER to track Southern plane. At 0154 PORTER opened fire on i
plane to -South and plane turned away. Plane to North, upon seeing fire, ' f
opened, turned quickly and opened to North., UASSEY did not fire., At 0303
another possible air attack developed, but turned to North after closing to
approximately ten miles, 0321 Secured from General Quarters., At 0859 another -
possible air attack developed but plane did not come within gun range. Farly . .
in the evening it commenced raining and rained most of the night, However,
this did not stop an intruder who came from North to within 15 miles, appeared
to search about, and then, apparently giving in to the very poor visibility,
returned to the North, . - '

Iatitude " longitude  Zons time

0800 260-29,2'N 128%-27.8'E  Minus 9. )
1200 26°-28,5'8 . 128°-2,,8'8
2000 26°-26,51X - 128°%-281%

29 ¥ay - Patrolling on Radar Picket Station #5 in compeny W.D.PORTER and L support i
: ICS', -MASSEY is OTC. At 0515 the GWIN Joined the MASSEY and PORTER., At 0620- .
the GWIN assumed duty as OTC, The day is bright, and flying conditicns good. ) '
However, during daylight we have a good CAP, At 1500 1CS 67 reported for duty :
&g support ship relieving LCS 128 which proceeded to port. At 1820 exercised _
crew at General Quarters for evening alert. Pnemy planes in small groups
approached Okinawa from West and North, - None came closer than 20 miles to
Radar Picket Station #5. :

Latitude Yongituds Zore time

0800 " 269-22,7'N 128%-39'% Minus 9.
1200 © o 269-27'N 1280-381E
2000 - 269%-26.5'N  128°-33.8!F

30'May - Steaming in company of GWIN and W,D,FORIIR with LC3' 13, €2, 86, and 67
.in support on Radar Picket Station #5. Weather closed in and visidbility
became very poor, No air -activity during morning. At 1330 FULLAM arrived .
and relieved MASSEY, In accordance with CTG 57 despatch, MASSEY proceeded
to Hagushi Beach, At 1831 sounded General Qlarters when possible air attack
developed; secured when area cleared of enemy planss, 1911 Anchored in berth
B-16),, Hagushi Beach Transport Area, Received word that we would proceed
to Kerama Retto at daylight to have FighterDirector equipment installed.

‘Latitude Longitude Zons time : ,

0800 : 289-241§. 1280-26.5'E ¥inus Y,
1200 - 26°-17'N 1287-32'8 ' .
2000 Anchored berth H-161, Hagushi |
Beach Transport Area, !
-B-
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 CONFIDENTIAL  Uss. MASSEY (DD-778)

e ' WAR IIARY

.+ 31 May = Anchored in Berth H-161, Haguehi Beach Transport Area. Weather cleared
_and goon bright. At 0214 Sounded General. Quarters for possible air attacks
. made smoks to cover transportse At 0300 Secured from General Quarters when
~ planes cleared , . 0736 Underway in accordance CTG 31.5 dispateh 302313, and
edsd to Korama Retto. At 1235 after shifting berths several timos,

© proce
anchored in Berth K=29, Kersma Retto, and commenced availability to expire ab
0800, 3 Juno 1945. Prercised orew at General Quarters several times to repel
possible air attacks, : oL
Latitude ‘ ° Longitude Zons Tinme
0800 269231 - 32N -
5 1200 - Anchored Berth K=29, Kerama Ratto.
2000 Anchored Berth K=29, Kerama Rettoe.
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Subject:

Reference:
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1.
enclosure (4) is forwarded herewlth,
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‘U.8.8. MAsssY (DD-778>

1 July 1945,

The Ccomanding Officor.
The Coomander in Chief, .United Staves Fleot,

Wa.r Diery for Month of Junc, sutmission of,

(b) fris. 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1217, U.3.Kavy
Re_,mlatio*l.,, 1920,

(¢) Alilev 176 of 1943,

éd) PacFlt 1tr 1CL-43.

e) Pacﬂt conf, 1tr 1CL-45.

(a) CominCh ltr FF1/A12-1/A16-3 (7132) of 2§ October 1943. T

(L) Var Diary, U.S.S. MALSSIY (DD-778) for month of June 1945. i

Tn accordance with reforence (a) (v), (e), (4), and (e),

O el
&%, e,

L e e ey g e S A K, LN AT WS i 4 N St et

p—




et Pt A T s

U.S.8. MASSEY (DD-778)

GOHFIBERTIAL

pp778/ A12-1 - »
(091 ) R
1 June - The USS MASSEY (DD-778), Cogmander Charles ¥, Aldrich, U.S. Mavy,
Cormanding, is in the Destroyer Division 132 of Dastroyer Sguadron 66 of the

Pacific Fleet of ths United States Mavy. The U33 1AS3TY is in Task Group
31,5 which is Destroyer Task Flotilla 5 of Task Force 31 (Phib Group 5), and
includes destroyers, DM!'s, DMS's, and other tymes of light vessels which meke
up the radar plcket groups, anti-aircraft screen, and anti-submirine screens
of Okinawa Gunto. ComToskGroup 31.5 is Commodore Woosbrugger in USS BISCAYNE
(AGC 11), Flagship, ComTaskForce 31 is Vice Admiral H.T. Hill, ComPhibGroup
5 1s USS AUSURN (AGC 10), Flagship., IASSE¥ hes been serving as radar picket
support ship in Okinawe Gunto, Nansei' Shoto of Japan, At 0C0L, 1 June in
accordance CTG 31.5 despatch 302313 Item of Yay, 1'ASSEY wms anchored in Berth
K~29, ¥eram Rotto, on at-anchor availability for installation of Fighter
.director equipmnt by Zaniah, to effect ropair to aviporators, and to clean
two bollers; availability to expire at 0800, 3 June 1945, At 0400 got under-
vy to go alongside CUYAMA (A0 3) for fuel. At 0822 undervay and proceeded
to anchor in berth ¥-26 of Kerama Retto.  Commenced installation of fighter
director equipment., At 1940 went to General ~uerters when an eneny plane came
into vicinity; secured at 2021 upon planes leaving area,

Tatitude . Longitude Zone time
0800 Anchored in Kerama Retto, Berth K-29, Minus 9,
" 1200 Anchared in Kerama Retto, Berth K-16,
. 2000 Anchored in Kerama Retto, Berth K-26,

2 June - Continued at~anchor availability in Kerama Retto.

3 June - At apchor in Kerama Retto, Berth K-26, it 0241 went to General
Cuarters when possible air attack threatened; mde smokn when directed;
secured from General “marters at 0307, it 0653 proceerded alonpside USS
BRAZOS and topped off fuel, At 0800 availability comploted (FBO equipment
installed), Underway and doparted Xeromn Petto to proceed to Hagushd Beach
- anchorange in accordance with TG 31,15 despateh 0217204 of June. 1046 Received
. IO 8LY alongside to transfer U,S, !ail to MAS3EY. At 1212 anchored in Berth
- B-107, Hogushi Beach Transpart Area, At 1238 exercised crew at Cenoral Tuarters
for possible air attack, At 1250 got underway and took place in A,A, screen
for anchorige in accordance with CTG 31.5 despatch 030341, ComDesRon 23 is
Com AA scresn, At 1550 rcceived sipnal from Cem AA screen to proceed into )
‘anchorage and anchor, At 140L anchered in Berth H-179, Hagushi Beach, Okinava,
Yade smoke as directed by SOPA in AUBURN. Storm vaarnings have been issued;
there 1s a typhoon vdth center to soutn, the track of which may pass through

this area,
: Latitude Longitude Zone time
0800 Undervay in Kerama Retto, minus 9,
1200 Anchored in Berth H-107, Hapgushi Beach, :
2000 Anchored in Berth H-179, Hapushi Beach,
-1- R
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

¢ 091 -

L, June - Anchored in- Borth H-179, Hagushi Beach Transport Ared. At 0325 received

CTG 31.5 despateh 041820 ordering MASSEY to eet underway and proceed to

Radar Picket Station /9 to relicve tre SPROSTOH. At 0350 undervay and proceeded
on duty assigned, At 0720 received picket station orders from SPROSTON on
station, relieved SPROSTOM, who procecded to port; joined W,D, FORTER, and

VITLARD KTITH as additional support ship. Commanding Officer of MASSEY assumed .

0TC, formed ships in column, distance 1000 yards, commenced patrol at 15 knots
on courses 1500(T) -and 3300(T) on Radar Pickst Station #9, which is approximately
50 miles southwest of Okinawe Shima. 7.D. PORTAR is fighter director ship.
Suprort craft 2re 10S 112, 103 113, 1I£s 117 (307 of sunport craft), and 1.CS 92,
and are patrolling on parallel rourses ap-reximately 2000 ynrds to southwest of
destroyers! track., Storm warnints indieate arproach of storm in this general
direction from south., At-1000 received word to be preparcd to execute Typhoon
Plan MTITLIAMY, Sea is becoming disturbed and wenther unstable with many derk
clouds. MISSEY called attenticn of other vessels to rossible aprroach of storm
and ricged ship for heavy weather, At 1202 in accordande yith CTR 31 despatch
04,0236 detached 1CS suprort ship rroup ond dirccted them report to ¢TU 32.9.11
‘2t Hamushi Beach, At 1315 ina driving radn a minc vias girhtod about 75 yards
dend ahead hy Junier Officer of tha Dock wha culckly informed Officer of the
Deck., Officer of tle Deck quickly gave "Risht rudier! to avolid hitting it with
bevr,. then "Left rudder'' when mine was clonrside, chout ten feet from ship, to
“avoid hitting-vith stern or side, Fmergensy sicnzl hoisted and announced on
T3 to shirs astern., 'L D,PCRTER was directed to sinlk 3t with munfire; which she
did in Tatitude 250-59'M, Iongitude 126°.561E, - 1ihe identified as Japanese
Type 93, Yod 1, 4t 1452 sounded fenoral “uarters whon possible alr atback
develoned; at 1527 secured from Genoral -unrters hea enemy pline cleured area.
At 1643, in acecordince with CT% 31 despatch 040656, 1A33%X, 1,D,PCRIZR, and
STODDARD departed Radar Ficket Station /9 and procceded to Makaguculu “n to

. report to CT0 31.19 in TEST VIRGINIA by voics' rodio nd was instructed to

_enter Nakagusuku ‘an and qﬁchor in Rerth L6 by 0T¢ 31,19 despatch CL1900 Ttem,
Visibility before and durlng entry into Nalarusuku lan vas very peer due to
rain squalls and darknogs, At 2035 anchored in Berth R-46, Nalagusuku ‘lan

© of Okinawe Shima.

i Iatitude Lengitude _Zone time
0800 250-59,7'N 1260-57 .41 ¥inus 9,
1200 26°-02,5N 1260-5213
2000 Undervay in Nalknagusuku Van, procseding

to anchorige in Borth R-46,

4

5 June - Anchored in Berth B-46, Makagusukm Van, At 0510 MASSEY, %.D, PRTER,

snd “TILILARD KEITH released from duty with CTG 31.19, underway and procesded
out of harbor to resume picket duty on Radar Ficket Station 49 in accordance
yith CTO 31.5 despatch OL1940 Zebra. At 0924 arrived on station and assumed
patrol, At O948 exercised crew at General .uwarters when enemy plane reported
in vicinity, At 0958 secured from General Quarters when plane cleared area.

-
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U.S.5. MASSEY (DD-778)

GONFIDERTIAL
DD778/A12-1
(091.)

5 June (continued) - Went to General CQuarters several imes during day and even—
ing when enemy planes were reported in vicinity, .t 1850 exercised crew at
General “uarters for evening alert; secured at 2049, At 2200 it was reported

- that a night fighter to the southwest of Radar Piclet Station 79 vas lost,
W.D. PORTIR, upen request, fired one star.shell every two minutes, commencing
at 2235, to aid the plane in returning to its home field, 2241 ¥. D. PORTER
ceased firing star shells, '

Iatitude Lon~itude Zone time
0800 260-011N. 127%-18,7'E - 1inus 9.
1200 26°-00,8'N 126°-511E
2000 26°-051} - 1240-531%

6 June - Patrolling Padar Picket Station #9, scuthwest of Okinava Shima in company

with 7,D, TCRTER and STGDDARD, Suprort eraft are 1SC 117 (SOP sup~ort craft),

ICS 92, 105 122, and LGS 123, At 0530 two FLU planes reported for duty as

Radar Picket Patrol, At 0547 three FLU's reported for duty as CAP, and at

0645 an additional FLU reported as CAP, 1\t 0721 four additional FiU's reported

as CAP, total air coverge - two Radar Picket Tatrol, eizht Combat Adlr Patrel,

At 0809 CAP was replaced by four Thunderbolts and four FLUte, At 1030 1£38 92

and LC3 122 departed for port, having baen relioved by 1C3 12 and IC3 85 in

accordance with CTZ 31.5 despatch 022231 Zebra. 1145 Txercised crew at Ceneral

A Quarters for possible air attack; secured when clecr,. At 1414 USS CLAXTON . i
( " relieved 7,D, PORTER as Fighter Director Ship. At 1417 mtercised crew at . :

General Cuarters for possible air attack; securcd when clear, At 1540, CLAXTON .
agsumed duty ‘os OTC and formed destroyers (3) on 1500 yard circle, oxis 330°(1),
CLAXTON 71, MASSEY #2, and STODDARD #3, and commenced patrel on 150°(T) - 3300(T)
at 15 knots.  This formation in effect, placed ships in equilateral triangle
formatlon with 1300 yards distance between ships, At 1615 exercised crew at
! General Cuarters for posaible air attack, at 1717 secured from General Quarters
P . when area cleared, Ships on radar picket station to north reperted that a Val..
, - with American wing markings had made a suicide run on them, but was shot down, ;
; } At 1755 four Thunderbolts of -CAD departed for home base, CAP present four
; Corsairs; two additional Corsairs on Radar Picket Patrol, total cover present
.six Corsairs, S '
At 1852 exercised crew at Qonoral GQuarters for ovaning alert, tenther vas
clear, visibility good, with a slight haze, sky was broken with cdling about
. 3,000 feet to unlimited and a low frinse. of broken clouds rresent at various
points all around, sea was average, about 2, wind about 10 knots from 320°(T).
i The sun vwes low and visible on the horizon. .\t 1854 the Sugar George operator
i reported a "possible bogey" on bearing 240°(T) - distance 15 miles. This informe
i ation was relayed immedintely to the other ships in.company., At 1855 MASSEY ’
i . reported again; bogey at "240°(T) - 12", Other ships stl1ll did not see.
; "Control" was "desigmated" on target, At 1257 borey vas at 2250(T) = 7 miles |
B - and all ships picked it up, Visually identified as Zckes and Val and other !
; unidentifed type. Raid apreared to be splitting up. At 1858 went to speed 20
' knots - 2 planes closing; went to 30 knots. Intercept planes were present but
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 CONFIDERTIAL

' bp778/A12-1
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! 6 June (continued) - were not 'in position tc make interception because of short
. notice and great difficulty of spotting in low lying cloud fringe. Two Zekes -
. appeared to be making run on port heam. Control and main battery on forvard
(right) plane, autometic weapons vatching second to left of and. behind first :
plane. Two F4U's came into line of sight at about 10,000 yards and fire had to be
temporarily withheld until nlanes md approached to 7,000 vards at which time
" -(19001) plans J1 (forvard plane) wes taken under fire with main battery and
12 shortly thercafter by automatics. Ship was brought slicntly left to keep
plenes on port beam, Plane ik continued run to about 3500 yards when he cut
across plane ;#2's track. As it became evident that plzne 71 was going to pass
“astern of ship, fire of mzin battery wns shifted to plane 42, which had now L B
| - ¢closed to 1200 yards headed- for the Lridze strycburz, 13 900 yards plane 2 : .
changed course to make sulecide crash amidships. Tlane was beins it by 4G )
I and 201%" and. course continued to alter towarl stern., Tlone /2 crossed very ‘ .
" close astern 2t ~bout 15 feet altitude and erarred within 4O yards of starboard. .
quarter, Plane #1 crossed actern of thils chin 2t distince of zboat 15C0 yards i
and was reported as burning then by after contrel officer, Plane <1 wag taken
under fir~ by STODD.RD 2nd croshed shortly theranficr on o-poslte slde of _
formrtion at ~bout 1902I, During the time there nlines were under fire /3
. and #, planes had crossed astern of the form:tion at cpprofimtely 10 miles
“to ke an attack from oprosite side, #3 made & fast run in from starboard
side and s taken under fire by CLA(TCHM or STODD.RD, or both, to splash just
to starbonrd of the orvening between the CLAXTCN and STCDD.D at nbout.1903T,
© 17A33EY 4id not shoot at this plane, “Riile the previous three planes were ' -
working attacks from both sides, f4 had ~t first steyed ow 2% nhouwt: 12 miles
on cur stern, then ey tracked by Combat ag bhe moved in to 5 niles on-our '
stzrboard cusrter (1450 relatdve). [/, = Zeke, startnd © run just before 3
wes splashed and Control was quickly coached on by Cembnt and lookouts topside .
and course was changed to hrin~ the nlane on the gtarborrd beam, Coraairs

came over low on .our starboird guarter ot about 20CC feot ond automtic !

‘weapons fired several bursts ot them, then were stopped and shifted to the.
enemy plane at about 4500 yards as it dived (1904T). At 3500 yards the main .
battery opened up,/ three 51/38 shells in vapid succesaion exploded beéneath
the Zecke making the run}and it burst into flames, went out of control, and
dove In a left spiral at an angle of about 70° to crash in the water about
- 1200-1500 yards on the. starboard quarter., AA fire of ships accounted for™ **-
four ‘out of four planes on this raid,
Just prior to the raid 2 ship in encther picket station had reported
" Vals with American-markings makdng an attack on them. This word was pagsed
to gunnery stations; autom:tic weapons, tempor:rily, in the poor light,
mistook the two Corsairs for possible attacking "Graces”, Since they.came
in from the direction from wrich the fourth attack was reported to be closing -
._ they thousht them to possibly be attacking enemy planes. :
o ' . 4t 2bout 1910 screens of all ships.were reported clear of all unidentified
planes. At 1923T slowed to 15 knots, At 1925I Rader Picket Patrol planes and

remaining division of CAP were diepatched to base; no CAP present,

l ' |
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(001 ).

6 June (continuad) - At 1932T MASSEY SC radar picked up borey Mvearing 2959(T1),
distance 11 miles" and reported to other ships; then "bearing 290°(T), distance
10 miles, closing - several plaones". Control was coached on immediately. At
19341 OTC changed speed to 20, then 25 krots, cad changed course to 030°(T), i
then 050°(T). Control identified planes as "5 Vals - low on water"., G radar '
reported "296°(T), ‘distance 9 miles - low", SG radar reported thot planes were
splitting into two groups or more, Two planes (f3 and #.) vere seen to detach
themselves from others and start run straight in from 2bout 7 miles, meanwhile
a sinzle plane (#5), started on a skirt of formation to south, weaving and
‘threatening, and another group (1 and #2) started to sikirt formitioem to
North, Control and mzin battery were rlaced on MNorthern (foriard) one of two
attackers making run, and automr’ic weapong on sccond one following. At 193871
"MASSZY. opened- fire with main battsry on leading rlne at 9,000 yards, Planes
camo straight in until at about 4,000 yarda, the leading plane (/3) turned _
sharply to his left and went North to £211 in behind other planes skdrting
formaticn, Speed 30 knota. Ieanwhile (/) had closed to 4,000 yards where
automatics of MAS3TY and CLAYTON had taken him under fire. Main battery wrs
shifted quickly to #4 but fire wrs ineffective because of close range, MASSEY
meneuvered to right to keep plines on bear, it about 500 yards plane (an | .
Oscar) banked sharply to laft and mide dive on CLASTON, ahend, splashing in o
watar about 10 yards from har ctarborrd alda amidahips nt about 19411, CAP
planag were called back to -agnist in flehbing off attrck as. it skirted form—
ation about 10 miles Worth, CLA{TOM TFD rudio_desveloped trouble and MASSEY
took over IFD.net reports for group. At 1941I bocey to the Soutk h:d closed
to 1220°(T) - 4 miles™ then opened out again rapidly to 12 miles. .\t 19411
bogey to Nerth vms =t 1060°(T) - 9 miles", closing, then zt, "C65%(T) - 7 milesnt
(about 0700 relative), MASIEY told CASCU to keep rlones clenr 1¢ miles to
Horth of formation, as it wig seen thut the raid ¥2s closing f2st and the CAP
mizht pot In the line of fire, Plane started straisht in on starboard beam
in shallow dive. MAS3EY opened fire et 6,000 yards, The bogey was hit early
and glowed with a bright, orange 1i:ht, Shortly thcreafter it heeled over
' sharply and crashed in a steep dive. The Comronding Officer thoucht the
: STODOARD was ascisting on this cne, but the latter discloimed, Personnel
in after control station clzim to have ohserved ancther planc crash on the
starboard beam Just wefore plane at widch MVASJEY fired causht afire, Tt is
posnible that the STODDARD splashed thiz one or possibly the support craft,
vhile MAS3TY had becn firding at f2, #3-had storted o slow weaving run in from .
about M040°(T) - 10 miles" and Combat had orderad automtic wearons to watch
him, He had closed to 5 piles then delaynd, than closed to aboub 7500 yards
by the time Control ceased firing on /2, Control s suickly shifted to 7
‘and opened fire on him et 6,000 yards with main boitery and sutomatics. Plane
approzched to 4500 yerds, when he wus it and a few small shreds of burning
maverial wers seen to fall, 3 turned back struisght awiy ond i vas ceased
at 7,000 yards, DPlanes epe>d dropped off and plana lost clbiiude as 1t wos
tracked out to 12,000 yarde and disappeared, One director operator claimed
to see the splash, Visibility by this tine wzs very limited and darkness was
setting in, :
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6 June (continued) - /%5 plane opened out Scuth to 15 rdles then heuaded Tast,
wae. trocied fver to within 10 miles of Soutlwinchern adze of Qldnows, where he
orbited, then heded sbr-izh Trest just South of Furoimt Retto, while night
fistters were «directed after hir, lle zen2r21ly followed the island chain
fairly closely 2nd s last seen on bexrine 275°(7) =t 54 miles on course
2500(T), speed 150. 7

Suprort crift ¢laimed to have shot dovm two planes during both shoots.
 Destroyers reformed and resumed patroliing strtion, Padar screens were clear
and all AP and RPP plrnes were sent to land,

' At 194,01 during attock WASSEY hnd pagsed nomen, wearing o lifejacket,

{n the mmter. Tt later developed that two men were riarine from the ships

t Padar Tieket #9 and another chip had also sighted 2 man. A seuarch vos
instituted in ~rhich.the support craft, directed by C.I.C. plots of destroyers,
recovered the men, .

. At 2059 secured from General "uarters anl sat recular condition watch
vhen &1l enemy planes clear of area, CAT and eder ricket Pitrol vere sent
to base, 2117 Veld quarters for muster of pereonnnl; all present and account-
ed for, ~Durint lust firing 1%,22 radar went out of commission, Attempts to -
effecl répairs were insffective. It wns decided to investigate thoroushly
at- daybreak, :
Corments on AA Action of this Dete. B

~ Tne net resuits of this cvening's attack were: Zizht of the nine or

- more .attacking .plunes were chot down by the destroyers and support craft
combined. No.casunlties to personnel or ships., Poth CLLYTON and LASSEY
had one near mlss, )

Because of the late warning and presence of the cloud formations during

the first attacks neither the CAP or RPP could be effactively used, .

Unfortunately prior to the gecond attack the. CAP and RPT had been ordered to

1:nd,- after. screens had been clear Jfor A time., However, slnce the second

attack, also, wes picked up at close range and in the poor light, it 1is
doubtful if the CAP would have been very effective if present,

During these raids both SG and 3C~4 radar were depended on heavily for

_possible informetion. Both did an excellent job in their altermts turns, -

: as information became svailible to the SG at extremely low altitudes, to

! the SC at higher altitudes and close in, In this task both performsd in an

outstanding ‘manner, Lookouts and control personnel were called on also to

keep track of and especially to differentiate between friendly and enemy

' _planes. .

I The MASSEY claims two Zekes and one Val destroyed by gunfire, unassisted,
plus one asgist with STODDARD on one Zeke and a strong probably on wildentified
bopey last fired at, and which is believed to have erashed at 12,000 yards,
after turning avay. Positive confirmation of kill is lacking in this case,
MASSEY also fired at Oscar which narrovwly missed CLAXTON bub no credit 1s
claimed, as our fire on this plane was not effective in breaking up attack,

-

b

salnd RIS TINS RIA R TL ) JRTEC U ECEE e T3 Ry W N 1k e S JPRP A UL N 2 PRTGIT [ URRUPITGL TOOE W ML 5 I .

s oSN S R WSS N YA N P

e et ——— s P e e § L yma e B . . PN P e

i

JEIUB

N

BPRLE B

© rem we e r— e




U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)
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pp77es Al12-1
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= é June-(cpntinued) ~ The Commnding Officer believes thnt a formitlon of
suicide planes will generally try to close ships, unprotected by CAP, as
close ag possible before splitting up for individual attacks and decoy runs.
. It is therefore-.recommended that, when such an attack appears to he developing,
the OTC open up at 12,000 yards or more with the ain of breakdng up the
formation and making the attackers start their runs at longer range. The
criss-cross tactics employed by these groups at eight. to ten thousand yards
— . : * were confusing and resulted in both cross fire and reduced firing time with
' five inch battery because of indecision as to which bogies were actually
__ : ‘attacking own ship. Farlier opening of fire hy one ship might precipitate
the attack and permit otber ships more time in which to track and select the
- prOper targets.

Tatitude I.ongitude Zone time
= - 0800 26°-01,5'N ~ 126°9-51,5'E  1nus 9.
. A 1200° 250-56,51N 1°6° 56.T1E .
. ' 2000 260-00,4'N ° " 126°%-571%

Anmunition expended this date:
. 59 rounds "/38 AA Common
. 258 rounds 5"/38 VT
_ . . C 317 rounds 5%"/38 SPDN 6943 Powder
’ : 1376 rounds LOW21 HEI and HEIT -
— 3150 rounds 200

- ] % June = Patrolling on Radar Picket Station /9 in companv with CLAYTON (OTC ard
l . FD ship), STODDARD, and support eraft. No fighter cover present. At 0302
, exercised crew at Gnneral Suarters for possible air attack; secured at 0327
when plane left vicinity without coming within firine ronge, At 0417 sighted
floating flare to port at distance of 2000 yards., CLAXTUI investigated;
results negative, 0537 Radar Picket Patrol of 2 Corsairs arrived on station,
At 0549 CAP'of 8 Corsairs arrived, At 0630 exevcised crow at General Cuarters
when possible air attack developed; secured at 0715 when area clear of enemy
plmes, 0745 Upon direction of OTC in PIAYTON; MASSEY assumed control -of
g "Radar Pickaet Patrol (2 Corsairs), 0800 Lk, 22 radar back in commission,
Casualty had been two leads inhreh voltage supply broken by shock., Repaired
_ : by shipts force. At 1137 one Corsair of CAP returned to base with hydraulice
. casualty. At 1314 sounded General Quarters for posaible =ir attack, At 1320
' CAP of eight -Corsairs relieved by eight FéF's; Radar Picket Patrol of two
‘Corsairs relieved by two Corsairs. 1402 Exercis;d crew at General Mmmrters
for possible air attack; secured when enemy plines clear of area., At 1417
% WADSTTORTH relieved CLAXTCN and assumed Fighter Director duties in accordance
CTG 31.5 despatch 062255; LASSEY assumed OTC. 1421 MASSTY, unon request,
.returned Radar Picket Patrol planes to WADSTORTH., At 1428 formed destroyers
in column; distance 800 ynrds; order of ships MASSEY, WADSWORTH, and STODDARD, '
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EARGRID

| 7 June_(continued) — At 1430 CAD of eirht FAF's ralieved by cisht Corsiirs,

' Mr cover-prosont: CAP of cight Corsairs, Radar Ticket Patrol of two
Corsairs. At 1840 mtercised. crew at Gener:l Tuartera for evening alert.
Commencing at, about 1850 there apneared to be 2 flurry of air activity by
single Jap planes and small groups in the vicinity of Kume Shima and to

‘yrestward thereof, The Radar Picket Station 9 group tracked several bogles -

i into Kume Shima and 2lso picked up several coming fron Fume Shima, all
flyine very low., Onec Val vas reported by the CAP flyine ricsht on the vater
about two miles south of Kume Shim2; about a minute later the CaD reported
this Val had splashed himself by diprlng his wheels in the water,” Speed
yas increased and ships manevvered to keep poscible threatening bogies-on good
firinz bearings. At 1626 MASSEY reported Lozey to -1 D5.I0RTH 1285 (T) - 25
miles® and maneuvered ships to place attecking rlanes cn belr; Control v2s

- designated on.target by Combat, TTADSICRTH reported bozey closinT to be two
planes; bozey at n285°(7) - 21 miles" closinl. Control in tracking hed
determined altitude to be 2500 fect, AL 1929 1WASSEY ragned to SIADSTORTH
mDomey angels arc 2.5, spend 240", WADSR T direched CAD to £0 dowvn, At
1930 WADSCRTI reported sighting low on water - twin en~ine plane. Control
verified. At 1931 plot wes mersed, At 1932 1203, LRTH reported Telly Ho by
CAP. 17ASSTY control reported terin engine plans with-two CAP right behind
had just dropped bomb., At 1933 increased spred to 28 lnots, At 1933°
“ DTIORTH -reported Whogey now ab 2060(T) - €, vith 4 CAP on him", Ab 193k
VTASSEY reporhed "3ogny 2929(T) f, closing fusth, At 1934 CAF splached one

" twin engined Jap bombor. . 1935 -possible borey reported by MAS3TY at
n270°(T) - 25, high", wihich failed to develop into wnytiing definite., At .

1940 screens, reported clenr by all ships; slowed to normal patrol speed and
resumed patrol. < At 1943 D3 ORTH reported "Fighters report on splash,
a Nickn. Several other bogies reported in vicinity, but failed to comze into
gun range; one turned out to be a frierdly night fignter, At 2000 reburned
CADP and RPP to base, At 2245 2 high flying plane dro-ped window and flares
on port guarter at about 5000 yards bubt did ot come within firing range.

. Bories appeared in are? intermittently thronrhout the nirht, During day

P . 17A33ZY 5C antenna -train system developed defect-which cnusod general binding

o effect, WMASSEY requested thot she be relieved next day and glven 24 hours

at anchor.in port to repiir defective system, to avoid possibility of its
freezing and rendering SC inoperative, MASSEY could also fuel and provision

. .at this time.
- : Tatitude Tongitude © Zorne time
L " 0800 - 260-03N 12¢0-50,8'E Mdnus 9.
' 1200 25°-58, 41N 126°-54.1'5
2000 260-02,5'H . 126°-51'E

8 June - Patrolling station on Radar Picket Station 49, Southwest of Olkdnawa,
Shim, ships present: - UASSEY (OTC), VADSUORTH, and STODDARD and four support
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8 June (Continued) - craft (LCS), No fighter cover present on station, At
0533 two Corsalrs reported for duty as Radar Picket Patrol, eight Corsairs
reported as CAP, At 0815 CAP of eight Corsairs was replaced by four Corsairs
and four Thunderbolts, At 1045 CaP was relieved by elrht Corcairs, and
Radar Picket Patrol by two Corsairs. At 1113 PICKII™T 2nd MOALE relieved
STODIARD and ¥ASSEY on statinn, In accordince CT% 31.5 despateh 071117 and
CD3 49 despateh 080210, MASSEY proceeded to Kerama Retto for LB hours at
anchor. gvail«bility to effect repairs to SC antenna train system, replenish
ammunﬁion, and to provision and fuel ship. At 1320 went alongside and fueled

* from BRAZ0S., Secured 3C radar ond commenced remirs to antenna systom
assisted by technicians from ZARIAH, Aloageide AKUTAMN at 1525 to replenish
ammunition.” 1830 Having loaded ammunition to full allowance, sot.undervay
and proceeded to anchor in 3erth K-16 of Kerama Retto, At °OBO comenced
‘making- smoke in compliance CTZ 31,15 orders; ceased making smoke at 2035,
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. Tatitude : Longitude Zone time
0800 : 25%-591§ . ad-oo 518 Vinus 9. :
1200 C 250597 129°-05,513 . ]
2000 - Anchored Berth K-16, Ferama Retto, : ' '

9 June - At anchor in Berth X-16, ¥erama Retto on availability in accordance-
CT3 31,5 despatch 071117, effecting repairs to 3C antennaz train system.
Difficulty appears to lie in meshing of train gears in pedestal because of -
faulty alignment of gears. At 1920 Chaplain Kelly, Lieutenant, (ChC), USMR,
of CASCADE held divine services on foracastle, .

: T Iatitude Longitude Zone time
Anchored Berth K-16, Kerama Retto, Yinus 9.

10 June - At anchor in Berth K-16, Kerama Petto, PRepairs to SC antenna train

- pystem and logistics completed, it 0707 underway oand proceeded out-of
FKerama Retto to Hamushi Beach area in accordnnece CTG 31.5 desmtch 090205, '
and reported ready for sea in MAS3ZY dedpitch 10074L0I, At 0859 anchored
in Berth H-176, Hagushi Beach Transport irea, At 0920-Commanding Officer
left shlp for a conference with CT7 31.5 in the PANAMINT, returning at 1027,
At 1155 in accordance ComiirSupportUnit, FifthimphibiousForce, Pacific Fleet, -
received Fighter Director personnel (2 officers, 6 enlisted) on board for : i
temporary duty in connection with fighter directisnn., At 1918 exercised crew :
at General Tuarters on apnronch . of enemy aireraft in vicinity; secured at

- 1959 when area cleared.of enemy alrcraft,

Iatitude Longltude Zone time
0800 - 26°-19,71H 127 -30.61% Minus 9.
1200 . Anchored Berth H-176, Hazushi Beach

Trensport Area,
2000 . Anchored Berth H-176, Hagushi Beach

Transport Area,
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June - Anchored in Berth F-176, Hacushi Bexch Transport Arez, Ckinwm Shima,
4t 1217 in compliance CTG 31,5 vlisual daspateh 110230, underway and proceeded
to Radar Picket St-tion /9 to-rellave JADTGRTH s pleket ehip, At 1518 1
reldoved “ADSHCRTH an Fiehtor Direchor ghip en Rul v tdelnb Station 193
ComDasNen 40 in FIAKLIN 1s OTC; FINPTIM, TASSW on port quarter und HEAVADR

on starbonrd cuarter of PICKING in an aguilateral triunzle formetlon,

distznee 1000 yards, patrolling on coursec 0360-21G°(T) =t 15 knots. Support
craft (4 1LC3) are about 3000 yards to southwest. CiF present eight Corsairs;
Padar Picket Potrol of two Corsairs,” At 146328 exercised crew at feneril Tuerters
for possible air attack; interceptions provad to be 2 C-54, Secured fron’
fleneral Cuarters at 1457, Tdenbified two friendly plinea and gept them to
base, © 1701 fancral ~uarbers for possilile alr abtiel jntorception identified

szercised crew at General uwarters for evening ~lert, it 1912 all CAP and

RPP departed stations for base. ‘nother t7~hoon ic reporved forming to South,

vA1l probibly pass Okinawe to est. Recaivad 077 31,5 despatch 110937 oxlering 1
all OT7's of picket shitions to, unless othorise Airasted, lavve ctr tions
and with all ships in company procecd to be ot Chincir outar screen-ab .
daybrezk, Recc%ved 01G 31 diepateh 110525 mukine Tyrhoon Plan Tilllam effective, . I

Tatitnde Lonzitule Zone time
0200 : arushi Meach, CQklexim, Yiuus 9,
1200 ) Hugushi Peach, Ckirawm,
2000 25756, - 126751.812

June = Patrolling -Padar Picket. Station /9 as figter Jirestor ship on courses
030°(T) and 210°(T), spoad 15 knots, in ccrrany with U,3.3, VICUING (cbsk9 and
01C) and U,5,3. YNATZ, Support craft (4 IC§) are to gouthwest, Mo fichter
cover present on station, At 0230 all ships on Paler Plckot Station 9 doparbed

ghation 3n company and proceeded in route to Maushi Bewch in-cccordence CTG
31,5 dispatch 110937, 0555 ComDesRon 49, in PIVTITE, nd 10iLE depirted formation

Uagushi, At 0559 roceived orders over TB3 from CohDesRon 24 in ANTHONY to ren-"

_ eight FLU'sj Radar Picket Patrol of two FiUts, At 1150 Exercised crew at General

to proceed to Kerama Retto in aceordance TG 31,5 dizpatch 112049, By same dis-
patch and by ComDosRon dispatch 120559 Item MASSEY to proceed Lo llagushi and
renort to CT¢ 21.5, hwving suppert craft report to CTU 32,9.11. proceeding to

dezvous with ANTHCONY AND 'ALKE outside Hegushi Trensport Area at 0700 Item,

AL 0700 Item CDS 24 informed ITASSEY that she was to procecd for duty with
ANTYONY and WAIKE to Rodar Picket Station /9. &b 0725 rendezvoused with ANTHONY
and JALKE ond informed ANTHONY of locition, composition and disposition of
support craft, At 0748 Recelved guard mil from ALTHONY and then took station
astern of ANTHONY, MASSEY agsumed fighter dimctor duty, At 1050 arrived on
Radar Picket 3tation /9, No surface support craft on station CAP consista of

Quarters for possible air attack, Plane was identified by CAP as C-54.

-10-
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12 June -.(Cont'd.) :

13 June - Patrolling Radar Picket Station #9 as fishter director

At 1217 secured from General Quarters, At 1417 1LCS 117 (SCP of suprort craft),
1C3 12, amd 103 129 reported on station for duty and were stationed 2000 yards
to southwest, During afternoon and evening several enemy planecs reported in
area at long ranges; investigated two contacts who turned out to bo friendly
firhters during afternoon., At 1845 General “arters for evening alert, At

1955 CAP and Radar Picket Patrol planes returned o bags, At 2011 secured from

General Quarters, Weather conditions have.improved considerebly and are now

.normal - danger of typhoon has passed, Typhoon track was well to tl2st, over
Formosa and appeared to be headed for lower Yyushu,

. Ingituda Longjtude Zone time
0800 - 26191y 27°35,6'E Yinus 9,
1200 558,510 26355, 518 '
2000 - 26°01.5'N 126 57,21

chip in company
AHTHCRY (ComDesRon 24 is OTC) and JALKE, 1.03 117 (SuP of support craft),

LCS 12, and 1CS 129 on station, At 0600 eight Corsairs roported as' CAP, and
two Corsairs as Radar Piekot Patrol,  ‘enther clearing during day, sky broken,
The day was quiet, probably because of the typhoon weathert's passing in vicinity
of Kyushu. No enemy planes definitely plotted in area., At 1840 exercised crew
at General Quarters for evening alert, At 2020 Secured from General Quarters,

Iagitude - Lonzitude Zone time
0800 © 25059.210 126%58,21E ¥inus 9.
1200 25 591N - . 126°59, 518"
2000 26°051N ) 1265018

June - Patrolling Radar Picket Station #9, Southwest of Okdinmawa, WASSEY is-
fighter director ship in compiny with ALTIONY (CDs 24 is 0TC), and YIAIKE, and
3 support craft (1C3). 'No firkter cover present on station, At 0550 QAP of
thres Corsairs and four Thunderbolts arrived on station, 4t 0740 exercised
crew at General Quarters for possible air attack when contacted possible enemy .
plane.at "320%(7)-12 miles", " Sccured vhen CAD identified as friendly TBF, At
0940 went to General Qu-riers for another possible encmy plone at n160°(T)-16
rmiles, " CiP-identified 1% ag friendly FRM, At 1045 CAP wos relieved by eight
P-LT7's, At 1131 ventto Generzl Quarters when high flyinz bogey came into
vieinity; secured upon his lezving, At 1305 eirht Corscirs relieved the edight
P-47's 2s CiP, and two more Corsnirs relieved the two RPP Corsairs, At 1813
four P-47's and four Corsairs relieved the eirht Corsnirs CAP, it 1841 went

to General Quarters for evening alert; evening quiet, secured at 2020, Noted
leak in fire control ranfefinder optic system, escape of gas,. Reported this to-

"CTG 31,5 in dispatch 131055Z and requested ane dvyrts availability to repair on

next trip to Kerama Retto., 1933Wy scheduled to b relieved by GAINARD in morn-

~ing by ¢'G 31.5 dispatch 141231,

Iatitude Longi tude . Zone time
0300 2620118 126%58, 218 Minus 9,
1200 26%1, 51y 126%52, 518
2000 260041y 126956, 7'
~11-
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15 June - Patrolling station on Radar Picket St-tlon /9, Scutlwest of Ckinawa Shima,
in company with ANTHONY (CDS 2k is 07¢) and JIA1IR, three T7CS present as support
1 ' eraft. At 0530 eight Corsairs reported on station 2s 4T, and two Corsairs
reported as Radar Picket Patrol. 0CA52 GAINARD retisved 1'AS37Y as fichter director
ship on Radar Picket Stution 9, VASSEY proceeded to keram Retto for losistics
" renlenishment and for 48 hours at-anchor availability in accordance GTG 31.5
despatch 141231, At 1052 moored alongside 77K ani fueled ghip, At 1236 got
undervay and wrocceded to anchor at 1208 in Rerth K-59, Keramz Retto, Commenced
repairs on fire control cptics and stable element overhaul,

Totitude Teonmitude Zone time
_ " OR00 260-05,71N 126°-55,71% Mnus 9,
; . . 1200 . Kerama Retto Anchorioa,
i ©2000 . Kerama Retto Anchormiae,

16-17 Juhe - At anchor in Keramn Retto continuin: repair to fire control optics
gas system and stable element and doing cther minor repairs, such as cleoning
one boiler's watersides, renoviiinz lube oil, cle:ning oil sumps, ote. Cn 16th
at 0945 Fauther Stott frem Pona Island bzid Vu-t in 1US5TY.  Alse durdng time in
toak advantige of opportunity to send tuo recrestion porities ashore on new

recreation grounds on Zamami Shim:, for firch reereation pariy since 12 Yorch
in Tulzei,  Anchored in berth ¥-59, Yeram: Retto,

Tatitude Tonsitude _Zone time
Anchored Perth ¥-929, Feramn BEatto, Yinus 9.
18 June - At anchor in DRerth ¥=59, Kerum: Retto, Clinaun Sunte., Repairs to

gtible elements and cassinz of ranceflinder cosleted, AU 0754 set undervay and

proceaded out of Feramy Petio to Hajuehi Pocch in accordunce CTG 31.5 deoteh

161430 Ttem.of June. Ab 0929 znchersd Tn Perbh =170, Haizual{ Reach Transpert

Areca, At 2204 sot underiar and shifted to berth 11-140 dn complianee CTG 31.5

despriteh 181745 Ttor., At 2000 exercised crew ab feneral Tuirters and made

smoke ‘when directed wpon approach of enemy airerft frem Vorth., it 2017 secured
- from General Tunrters when area was clearcd of enemy aireraft, .

‘ "Iatitude Tengttwle " Zone time
0800 Unidnrway 4n Korama Rotto, inua 9.
i 1200 Anshored Rerth 11-159, agushi Bench,
5 2000 Anchored Rerth V-1AC, Iaushi Boach,

. 19-20 June - At anchor Berth E-160, Hagushi Beach. Remained at anchor 19 June
"and 20. June awaiting further orders., ‘At 2330 Item on 20th received orders by
ComDesRon 23 despatch 201415Z to get underway at 0430 Ttem, 21 June and form
AA screen of which ComDesRon 23 in PICKING is to be OTC.

Latitude - Loncitude Zons time
- 0800 Hagushi Beach Anchorage. Minus 9,
1200 Hapushi Be-::ch Anchorige, :

2000 Hrgushi Beach Anchor:ge.
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21 June - At anchor Berth I~-160, Hugushi Bouch Transport Arca, Ckinawa Shirn.
At 0421 pot undervay in accordance CemDesRon 23 despatch 2014152 and proceeded
to take station #8 counting from Morth in Al screen 10CO yards to Test of i
anchorage, Ships in screen from North to South - STPRCSTI, PIZKIY;, COPTOH, ]
FTADSUICRTH, BOYD, AUSSURME (CDS23 - OTC), CAPIRTER, 1ASSIY, ', 2. HUBBARD, and _
10.RY, distance between ships 2000 yerds. Patrolling at 10 knots speed
) . following movements of OTC in AUSZURNZ. At 033Q.the RECTN took statien #10
e : in screen and LOVZ shifted to #11. At 1007 MASSIY and BOYD proceedsd to
3 : Kerama Retto in accordance CTZ 31.5 desputch 2101062 to fuel ship, then return -
S : - 4o Hagushi Beach, At 1200 mocred alonsside CAEABA and cemmenced _taking on .
_ ' fuel. At 1253 cost off from CAHAZA and proceedad out of Keram Detto toward
N ’ - Hagushi Beach. At 1440 received orders by CTG 31.5 despatch 210135 to N ;
’ proceed to Radar Picket Station M5 by ane heur tefors sunset and-relieve
WITIARD KEITH who was to- return to Kerama Retto 2t day break, At 1750 joined
Radar Picket Station #15 group, Morthwest of Ckinava Shira, and tock station
\ : 4 4n DS 24 erulsing disposition, MASTEZY in strtlen #h, patrolling in
- ‘ ' cempany with ANTHCIY (CBS2L - OTC and gulde) in stotien ., pYsoN (Fighter
' Director Skip) in station 2, and JILTARD K3ITH in strtion M35 DYSON and
o ) WILLARD: ¥EITH 600-1000 yards on port and starboard quarters rosrectively
‘ o of ANTHONY, VASSTY astern of \UT™ITY 1000 sards on port cuarter of KEITH,
- B8 A At 18L5 -exercisned crew at Cenaral uarters for evoning alert, At 2122
i secured from Oenernl Juarters, ‘lenther is fdr with gord visibility, sky
" : \ ' has few clouds, mo-n bripsht, At 2132 went to Goneral uirters vwhen eneny
|

“plane reported in vicinity br 5C rad-r; later identified as friendly. At
2238 exercised crow at General “unrters when nimerous r2ids appenred to he
N closing from the North, it 2244 the first raid vo come dovm was at "350(T) -
. : 9 miles” at altitude 1000 feet which w2s further reduced to below 200 feet
. as plane came about 5 miles from 1W33EY, In cuick succession other enenmy
planes followed ind at midnight HASSEY vas st111. 2t CGeneral Tuarters with .
rmany enermy planes in vicinity although nore were attacking us. . -

‘ Iotitude Lonritusle Zone time
__ . © 0800 260-19121 1275-4,0.612 ¥inus 9.
: - 1200 Kerama Retto Anchorage. .
= \ 2000 - 27°-05'N . 1279-35.L'E
- 22 June - Steaming on radar Picket Station F15, Northwest of Cldrawz Shima in
‘ : company vith ANTICNY (CDS24 - OTC and guidas, DYs(1r (Fichter Director Ship),
" e ' . and LIARD KETTH in D5 2, special disposition with ANTHONY (guide), DYSON

‘ 1000 yards, 60° on port quorter of ANTHOMY and KSITH'!'s port guarter, Supoort
= , ' ghips are four LC3. Radar Picket Station #15 and Y16 have had numerous air

T + . raids in vicinity since 2130, Statlon 16 has taken 2 number under fire; '
none have made sufficiently threatening approach or cume vithin less than

-, miles of ships on station J15, Therefore fire has boen withheld, MASSEY

-13-
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M ' 22 June (continued) - has pasaed on infermation o¢f enermy plones including
altitude, course, ond speed to Fichter Direction Ship for pacsing on to
: nicht fizhter control stations. At G150 enemy nline coime vithin filve
; mileg be"mn'7 "QBOO(T) - 5 miles™ then turnn:d ! south ond wie arnnin seen
at 12659(T) - 5 miles™, Groun was prepared o take rlane under fire if
_ approach zontinued, when plane chnged courae and ananed fast, At 0230
! secured from General “uwrrters when area clear of encmy planes, This group
"of ralds lasted for ap*roximntolf four hours during all of which time at
lenst one plane w3 vithin threatening ronve, Durins th's time 2t least
twenty separate raids, totalling p‘rOIwn\tﬂlJ fort:r nlanes, paszel in
cinity. The raids were chﬂr1Cuerlzﬁd by o slow deliberzte reconnaisance
or snooper approich, then vorious attempts at snecl mins, especially on
“station 16, which wms about 30 riles to gouthwest, \ltitules were sreatly
varied, ransing from that of ane vho cimr in af 200 feet to that of on2
who ""ne in 2t apnroxdmetely 22,000 fcnt' *ﬂJ%viiuzl »lines also varied
altitude frequent]f, one 2Mternatelr eli ns te 4,000 feet then dropping
to 700 fzet, fresuently droprins 'window. Orn of ,un ~ozt strildn- features
of these riids yng the evtremely low sreed used by of dexnt "L of ther;
115835Y troekel goveral with fire conbrel zear 2t sr22ds of 80 Imots to
95 knotzs air plets revealsd many making f"““* low cpands,  Some planes
rade this Jow speed enly int nrm1+fcnt1w wh." Ve snospin, others vced it
throu-hout their ru Te You rpeed plur the v rin: D titudes was

evvﬂontlj treabh? n~0rn'uo the picht fighters, whe tenishh bag-ed eonly three
plrnes z2lthouzh they teiled meny raids. - Prauent "overshoetins™ and fsoing
outsidc" were noted in the wir plat, Oldnovn wes 1iti1e rolested A at 211
by the above raids of w ich only a fnv vent rore thon f“ir*] five niles
below Pzdar Picket St-ticn /15, TL was cansiderad thnh, itk coed

. ]

.

- reconnasaince informition beine roturned by the ni-ht snocpars to their
hieme b :ec, a 1ittle more novwerful than uoanl penz of visitors would.
visit Paudor Pickeb St tisn #15 and "17 in the rorninz, Gt G210 the

JIZZATD ¥ZITH 1efy the formntion to procond e Y”l&ﬂ' Tetho nnd 100

! weat to stition #3, 1000 yards, )OC cn *he shoarboord 3uﬁrtor of ANTONTY,

i At 0550 2 AP of thlrtenn forsairs nl a Mader Dicket Patrol of two Corsaira
reporved on station for Auty, it CL25 thraen ad'%tienal Corohire arrived

‘ RaRS)

ik : © o join the 0AP. At-0749 exercised erow ot Neperal ‘uirters upen aperoach
il : - of epermy planes from the North, Yany sm2ll groups of twoe to four plhnes

| i and one larzer group of sixteen planen arpronched, CAD of Radar Tlcket

! Station 715 wies split inte two groups of elghit sach, DUZGH controlling one,

’ "MASSTY eontrollinz othor, IMumarous ralds eame in at vorlous altitudes

“ and speads and in various numbers; shont forty plones making vp about

H fiftecen raids in all, 3y 0905 area was clear of enomy planes, most of which
had been shot down., Twenty-nine planes were reported to have been shot down
‘by. CAP on all stations, A "Jell Done” vas given ships and planes on Radar
Picket Statlon #15 and #16 by ComTiskForce 31, At 0925 sceured from Genaral
Cuarters, At 1040 MASSEY returnsd CAP to DV3OHN for control., At 1155 CAP

1 - . ’ '
| . | “Lp-
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22 June .(centinued) - reduced to eisht planes (forsuirs), At 1839 exercised

erew at flonerzl "uarters for evening alert., 100277 vas notified by DYSCH
that a Ffpicket would be established to Northesst and was ordered to
control its fliaht, 1\t 2013 secured fron fcnernl “warters, &t 2030 checked
vith TR who vms procseding to radar plcket station. &t 2135 checked with

« PR picket on station. 1\t 2225 exericsed crew ot feneral “uvarters for

. possaible alr attack, Sever2l groups arproichin- simalianeonsly from North
p Y g H ! o 3

nicht fichter in vicinity whs vectered ouh, it 2225 Pt picket renorted
enemy plane "070°(T) - 21" from group. it 2238 three roids passed at
distances from eisht to seventnon riles Uent from picket proup with night
fizhter followlng, At 2243 obaerved nirht i-hicr shoot down plone to South,
A\t 22837 f1are or nyrotechnic bomdb hurst aboub 12 miles to Scuth in vieinity
of cnemy planes and rad r, ~t same time, nickned up window at point of
“pyrotechnics display. Shortly afterwards ni~ht fi-hter shot dowvn another
nplane. Speeds -of a number of the rlinas were neain slow tenight - however,
nircht fichters made slower and more deliherate approacheg, MNicht fighters
around Ckinawa accounted for eipht kills this rvenins, A very large amcunt
of window was used throughout the evenins and apreired more persistent than
usual, At 2246 secured from General Cuarters when area clear of enemy planes,

Tatitude . Ton~itude Zene time
0863 - 279-071N 127%-381% . l'inus 9.
1200 . 279-051Y 12709-39.41%
/2000 : 27°-04 1} 127°-391E

23 June - Patrolling Radar Picket Station #15 in company AITIENY (SDS 24 - OTC

and guide), and DYS'A] (Fighter Director Ship). Four LCS present as supcort
craft, MASSEY is controlling PBY picket plane to Wertheast., it. 0600 secured.
" guard on PBI mpicket plane, At 0645 CAT of eisht Corscirs and Radar Picket
Patrol of two Corsairs on station, At 0705 sounded Genernl ~“uvarters for
possible air attacik, At 0717 secured from Ceneril Tusrters when area clerr
of enemy planes, Recoclved notifiecntion by CT3 31.5 despatceh 230209Z that
YASSEY and ANTHCHNY, upon beins relieved on st:.tion by AUTICK and BCYD this
afternoon, would proceed from Radar Picket Station Y15 to Ferama Retto.

At 1720 while enroute to Yerama Retto received call from RROUN stating that
she was in berth 1'-85 in Kerama Retto and re-uected tranafer of fighter
director team by coming alonzside. 1locred alonzsi-le BRIV at 1807 and
transferred fizhter dorector personnel to RRCMN, At 182, underway and

came alongside CUYAY at 1913 to fuel., At 1956 underay to anchor at

2007 in Berth X-15, Kerama Rg%to, Recelved CTF 34 despateh 230625 of

June 1945, ordering MASSEY to CTU 31.29.19 for dut;- and to proceed to
leyte, P.I. in company vith other ships of CTU 31.29.19 leaving Okinava

at 1700 Ttem June 24, 1945, CTU 31.29.19 is Captain E.77. Young in ANTHONY.

) . Intd tude _ Ionritude Zone time
0800 279-06.,5'N 1279-37.5'E Minus 9,

1200 27 -08.8'N 127 -46,5'8 v

2000 Kerama Retto Anchorage, 3

~15-

\ |
PR TS SUNRAE O UE T SOOI N LIS | ) 31,,1_;;,,,,-?,mu.uim}»..:_. T, g T e N ALy Y o

——

e — ———

T e it AT

il 27




I

A et T,

.
-
Faan

A

AP

s
o
e

U.S.8. MASSEY (DD-778)

CONFIDENTIAL
DD778/ t(ilzD]D ] )

24 Jure - Anchored in Kerama Retto, Berth K-15. At 0653 underway and proceeded
.from Kerma Retto.to Hapushi Boach in accordance CT% 31.5 despateh 231218,
At 0520 enchored in Berth M-139, Jeushi Beach Transport Area. At 1552 underway
on sigmal from CTU 31.29.19 and formod column with other ships of Task Unit
enroute to San Pedro Bay, -Leyte Gulf, Fhilippine Islands. CTU 31.29.19 ard ;
OTC is Captain E. V. Younrs, U.S.Navy, ComDosRon 24, in ATIOHY, Order of :
snips in column: ANTHONY (ComDeslon 24), WADSLORTH, MASDEY, BEAIZ, VAN
VALIZYBURS, JAES C, O'ENS, WILIARD KZITI, and AITEI, AL 1932 formed CDS
2/ spocial crulsing dispoddtion. Ships of ench diviglon formed am circle
OUE; Division 48 miide benring 270° relative, distence 2 milos from Dlvision .
47 milde, Ships of Division 47 stationad as follows: #1-1000 ANTHONY (0TC);

#2-1270 MAS3EY; #3-1090 WADSTORTH; #4-11F0 DSAIE, Dosdiv 48 disposéd as ;
follows: #1 - VA VALKZIBURG, j#2 ~ J,C. OUENS, 43 - W. KEITH, /4 - AITN, : :
. Latitude ' Lon-itude - Zong time

0800 2°9-18,71H 126°-2/,. 41T Linus 9.

1200 Anchored Berth H-139, Hamishi Beach.

2000 - . 250-45,0 1 127°-29'E |

25 June = Cteaming enroute Okingwm Aren to San Peorro Day, Loyte Gulf, Philippine .
‘Islands in company with other units of Tasi Unit 31.,20.19, ‘ . .
o - Latitude . Langitude Zore time i
0800 - 23°-10.8'1 127°-22,513 Yimas 9, :
S 1200 . 219-30,2'n 1273-12'E |
2000 19°-34.51) 127 -00,9'E C

26 June - Steaming enroute Okinawa Aren to San Fedro Boy, Loyte Gulf, Philiprine
Islands in caupany with other units of Task Unit 31.29,19. 4t 0945 fired
monthly test of specinl armunition with othor ships of Tad. Unit; rosults falr,
A large number of duds and rrematures wore prosent in the lots tosted, 4t
1013 ceased firiny, having expendod A€ rounds of amrmnition. At 1330 held
flaz hoist drill, and et 1430 held steering casualty drill.-

' © Amunition expended: . i
: 48 rounds 5"/3% VT projectiles .

Lagitude Longitu de Zone time
0200 16 -40,8'% 1262-40.4'E Minus 9
1200 15%-40,51% 126°-32,0'E
2000 13°-43'H 126°-18'E

27 June - Steamirg enrouto Okinawa Area to San Fedro Bay, Leyte Gulf, Philppine
Islams with other units of Task Unit 31.29.19. At 0550 sizhted land on
startoard bow. At 0653 chanwed fomation to column in normal order. At 007
entered Loyta Gulf through Sunigno Straite, A% 1103 orternd Sen Tedro Bay.
At 1220 in sccordance ComDesPac Reproceniitive, SoPac, 7th Tleet, degpatch
270051, anchored in Berth 35, At 1352 Captain departed for UsS AFTHONY for

16~ - '
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27 June (contimod) = conferonce and rotumod at 1427, LASSEY asairmod to SIERRA
(AD-18) for avallability on WFS at 0000, 1 July brais.

o Latitude Lon~itude Zono time
0800 . 10°-43'H 1265001 s 9, o
i 1200 San Pedro Bay, Leyte Gulf, Philippines Islmds.
- 2000 Anchored Borth 35, San Pedre Bay, Leyte Oulf,

Philippine Islands.

28 Juns - Anchorod in Berth 35, San Podro Ray, Layto Culf, Phllippine Ialands

carrylng out at-michar availability, provialonine ohip, and roplonishins
stores. On 29 Jume tho Captain attendod conforence with CDS<24 in ATIHONY
covering screening plans and sortie plans in noxt operation. On 30 June
urdervay cd fusEl shin fran IX-1/2 then reburncd to Berth 35 and anchored.
At 0913, 30 Jure the Captein left ship to attend a conforence with CTF 33
on the USS GUA (CB-2)., ComDeslon 2/ and all ships which accompanied him from
Okinawa Shira are assigned to Tad: Forcs 33 in accordnnce with CTF 31 despatch -
230625 -0of Juno 1945.amd are to bo on RFS and on four hours notice berdnning
0000, 1 July 1945. CanTaskForce 33 is Rear Ad=iral Low, U,5.Mavy, ComCruDiv
12 in USS QUA (CB-2) (Fleaship). Duarinz foronoon of 30 June, durins a routine

/ test a power trensformer in the 30 K.C. stack failed and 30 K.C. stack was '
pPlaced out of commission until replacement transformar evailsble, ComDesRon 24 ;
and ComSerRon 10 notifisd of casualty. MASUEY reported ready far sea with only
1, Y.C. sccond stack in operation by LASSEY despatch 300440 of June 1945.

28 June Anchored Berth 35, San Padro Bay, leyte Zone tims
29 June Gulf, Philippine Island. Hinus 9,
30 Juns o
i
[
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DECLASSIFIED |
From: The Commanding Cfficer,
To 3 The Commander in Chief United States Fleet,
Subject:: Var Diary for l'onth of July, mbmission of, : '
Reference: (a) CominCh ltr FF1/Al12-1/A16-3 (7152) of 29 October 1043. o
: (b) Arts, 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S, Navy _
gulations, 1920,
() Alllav 176 of 1943,
(dg PacFlt ltr 10L-43
(e PacFlt conf, 1tr 1CL-45.
Enclorure: (&) Var Diary, U.S.S. LASSEY (DD-778) fcr month of July 1945-

1, In accordance with reference (a) , (1), (), (d), and (o),
enclosure. (A) is forwarded herewith. - . 3

| . )

@’ OLornier ' '.
C.7. ALDRICH :
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pD778/ Al2-1 R CTAR DIWRY FOR THE YONTH OF JIMY 1945,

" CONFIDERTIAL

July - The 1,5,8, V&SS"V (ND=77¢) Commaniar Charles 7, Aldrich, LS, MNavy,
Commanding, is in Destroyer NDivision 132 of Destroyer Sauadron 46 of
Destroyers Meific “lnnt of the United Stntes T v., ., Tue UU,8.3. YASSET

is temporarily under thn operttioml comuonld of Somrnder Dectroyer Squadron
2, Papt in B, . Youns, U.3, vy, in the 5.3, uNT““”Y (DD-Rl)) Comrander

. Destroyer Squadron 24 and 21l ship aceommnring bim ~re 2ssicned to

13

Comander Task Force 33, Rear Adwdrcl Tou, U,5. tovy, Comannder Sruiser
Division 16 in U.S.S. Gie: (cB 2) VASSTY is anchored in berth 35, San Pedro
Ry, Tertv, Philippine Iclends, R.E.3. and en four hours notice,

July - inchered in Sun Tedro Pay, Teyte, T, I, 't 09CN tho Comanding
0fficor attanded o crnference aborrd the AT MY, flrship of Zesdeslon 24,
DesBon 24 placed on 24 havrs notica hy femdeclen 24 dis»aleh 030315,

July -~ inchorel in San Fedro Nay, Teyle, P, J

July - Anchored in San Pedro %oy, Teyte, ™. I, 't 1300 the Commanling
fficer attendad a cenference ahoird the WTHNY, Siagship of ComDesRon2k,

July - &t 0515 ¥aSSZY got undervay znd procesled in conpiny v th WTADSYORTH

.and BELIE to firins berths south of San Fedro Doy for scheduled tewed

sleeve ¢nti-41rcr1fb rractice, At 0200 comrenced tnti-adrerift firing
rectice, ALASKL (CD 1) and 2UL (€3 2) joinrd Aestroyers on st:tion and

partlcipated in practice. At 1430 destreyers secured from firing exercise

and proceeded to roturn to port, WAZSTY torped of £ fuel tanks aloncgide
YO upon arrival to port, At 174 "ncrornd in berth 47, Sun Fedro de, Teyte,
P, I, .

July through 11 July - Anchored in San Pzdrn Day, Ie;te, P. I,

July - At 07C0 underwy to top-off fuel tnnks from Yo 1_!;5, .\t C£16 anchored
again in berth L7, .

July - A% 0600 11,3,8, 1% “””Yrot undervay to sortie with Tusl Foree 33, .Task
Force 33 (Rear Admirnl Low, U,S. MNavy) is cemposed of CruDiv 12, CruDiv 16, and
DecRon 24 less BACHE, IUITANEY; plus J.C. CiZiS, I'A3SZY ond TIILARD KEITH,

At 0700 began sonar sweep off S n Pedro Rey, swept channel in accordancs with
gsortic plan in PacFlt Tactical Bulletin 3-42, At 0830 ViSIEY took station /3
in anti-submiine scroen of CTF 3313 crulcine form:t!ion 6GL, Aftor cloaring
leytn Gulf, tha task foree enengnd in drona and towed sloave anti-aircraft
practice in which all ships participated, \t 1500 #11 shipos fired a day sur-
facs exercise using a towed sled tarpet, At 1900 all ships participated in
a night surface practice firing, using a towed sled tarpget. At 2100 secured
from training exercises and formed cruising formtion, Destination for the
task force is Okinava, Nansel Shoto, MNote: In accordance with CinCPac top
secret dispatch 111153, Task Force 33 is hereby re~designited Task Force 95,

-1-
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13 July continued -

o Tatitude Tongitude Zene time
0800 10°-54,91) 1250-1/,,3'E 1inus 9,
1200 109-32,01N 1259-50, 218
2000 11°-20,01N 126°-L7,018

Il B W |

"1, July - Steaming as before. MASSLY participated in tacticol exercises and
| . AA coordination-drill as ordered by the CTC, '

] : Lititude Tensitude Zone time l !
: A 0800 13°-42,01H 1240-52,0'% 18nus 9,
i‘ : 1200 14,°-1,2,011 127°-0L .0'E

’, : 2000 160-47,014 127°-26.013

L

15 July - Steaming as before, .t 0915 MASSTY fueled from CIEVELMWMD as all
destroyers wers fueled hy the cruisers, it 1229 when all destroyers had
bean fueled by the cruisers, the task force resumed the base course for

)

Cldnava,
I+titude Ton=itude ‘Zone time 5
i 0800 192-56,01N 1279-55.01E Minus 9. -
| 1200 20-41.0 11 127%-20,018 7

‘ ' 14 July - Steaming as before., Task Force 95 entered Ruclmer Ray in accordance
vith entry plan in PacFlt Pulletin 3-42 and (ASSIY anchored in berth B-137,
Buckner RBuy, Ckincwa, At 0832 WADSTONTH moored 2l anzside to starboard, At
0956 MA3STL ot undervny to Tuol alongeide ALASEA.  \t 1138 JAS3EY noored
starboard side to “TADZIORTH in berth R-121 2nl remiined en four hours notice
in accordance with CTF 95 disprtch 152345, 4t 1720 undervy to scrtie with

. DesRon 24 in accordance with 023 24's 16171, it 1935 Tack Force 95 formed
in cruising disposition and proceeded to cirry out CTF 95 QpCrder 8-45.-

\’ , . 2000 200-40,211 127°-LC.01E

.
1 i

i)

}

_ Iatitude Lonzitude Zene time
‘0800 Buckner Bay, Ckiniva Shima _ ldnus 9. _
2000 26°-021} 127°-55,5'E !

17 July - 3Steaming as before, At 0ALO went to General Zurrters on the approach
of an unidentified aircraft, At 06554 secured from General Quarters when the
plane vams visuelly identified asg friendly. it 1235 went to General fuaarters
'on the approach of an unidentified aircraft, At 1247 secured fromn Ceneral
Quarters after visually identifying the plane as friendly. At 1905 YASSEY
arrived on radar pickeb station f2, in accordance with DS 24's dispatch

N

S 1200 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima
%

]
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17 July continued ~ 170702,

19‘

21

Iatitude lenitude Zone tims

0800 250.,8,511] 12683518 Vinus 9,
1200 25°-23, 51y 1260-28,518
2000 25°%-20,51y 128°-08,01%

NOTE: At 1109 the task force com enced a counter-march to clear the East
. China Sea by proceeding Southk and Tust of Ckinavar Lo avold an approaching

typhoon,

July - Steaming as before, At 07C) VASSTY went alencside DEIVER to receive
fuel, it 0756 proceeded to toke up station in anti-subrrine screen, it
1719 VASSZY sishted o Jzranese type 91 homed mine 300 7oris broad on the -
starboénrd bow, At 1730 the Japinege mine was detonnbedt by LOmm fire,

Iatitude . I-noitude Zone tinme
0800 248—28.5’N 1209-141E Wnes 9, -
1200 . 2L =391} ‘ 129°%5715
2000 25°-15, 510 129°-ca, 518

July -~ Steaminz as bafore, it QP23 PASSEY commenced fucling alonsside DI
rejolning screen at 0937, At 1425 1ASSTY sunk o Japanese tyoae 93 mine with
4Omn fire, The mine did not detomte, Five cagns of dysentery broke out today,
Patients 'were pliced in 4sol~tion while under trentment, in cn attempt to

check a possible epidenic,

2

Tatitude Ten~itude Zone time
08nc 23°-1914 1319-13r3 Yinus 9.
1200 22°-541y - 130°%-3/,,513 :
2000 23°-07,51% 128°-1,0,513

July - Steaming as before, 1MAS5TY refueled alonzside GUAS commancing at 0718,
AV 0745 VAS3TY agcumed stotion in anti-submirine seraan,

Iatitude I1.nn~itude Zone time
0800 2.9-L6 51N 128%-11,51% Vinus 9,
1200 243-15.%:N 3 8%-03,013
7,000 o 24 =125y 127°%-47,018

July - Steaming 2s hefore, At 1919 went to General lunrtors for evenine alert,
Secured from General Quaerters ot 2040 and set condiiion "1ELAM on order of CTT

- 95, Went to General warters at 2155 for possible air citack, & bogey, later

et b e st i B —- - R e L L T PPy

seen as three planes, closod tho formation on the side opposite the 1AS3EY, The
ships on the other side of the form:tien opened fire when the range was 16,000
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21 July centinued - yairds fron 14S850Y.  The unidentificd planes” immedictely
changed course and opened the ranre;  They wers lust tro-ked hending Torth-
wesb, 3Secursd from Genertl “uarters a1t 2229 and get conditien "1ZLAT,

) !

Totitude . Tonritude Zone time
| 0800 269~ .31 1260-36,118 14nus 9.
g _ . . 1200 27°-5L., 5 125°-32,018
| - 2000 27015, 511 1239-546,013

! 22 July - Stemning as before, 't 0557 the tas'c force comrenced the ~nti-shipning
‘ ' svieep of the China caast bebuesn 24° and 200 “orth Jatitude, VASGTY departed
from the screen with Desiv 47 to investi-tte smll erift chted nhend, At
1223 17i5%%Y identified three sm211 Chinnse fic'ing ernft -s friendly. The
szl junks provided 'no concerlment frr personnnl cr cnrie and were ebviously
rizged for fishinm. The form:tion bemin a retirement at 1544, Secured from
condition "1EAiM and sct condition II wabeh =t 2247, LLAS3EY nraceeded to
Ficket Station 71 ot 1824, .

I..tibude Loncitude Zene tine

0800 27714, 01y 121017013 Yinus 9.
1200 239-14,011 12004, 013
2000 - 28°%-06.5'% 124°-36,008

23 July - Stéaming as before, The isolition measurcs taken on 19 July were
apperently effective as no further cases of drsentery have developed,

3 Tatdtudo Tensitnde . Zene tine
; 0800 240230, 0] ‘ LI0-20,0173 “Yinus 9,
g ' 1200 250-3¢,51 127020, 012
| | 2000 25°-13,01H 129°-00.513

i

i 2, July - Steaming as before prepering to enter Buckner Boy, Ckinawa. At 0711

i : . 17A355Y passed throurh the nets and anchorad in herth 7-63, Duckner Bay.,

] Diring the day MASSEY fueled from TX 137 and provisioned from HOUL. At 1633
‘ 1.85%Y anchorad in berth I-37 and remoined on three hours notice in accordance

with CTF 95's dispatch 240505,

. Zone time
Buckner Bzy, Okinova Shima, Yinus G.

25 July - 4t anchor in Buckner Boy, Ckinawa on three lours notice. In accordance

- with CTF 95's dispatch 250815 MASSEY went on thirty minutes notice, This
force, commanded by Rear Admiral Iow, is re-design-ted Tagk Group 95.2 in
accordance with CinCPicts top secret digmtch 22115C.

Buckner Pay, Okincvm Shim2. Zone time
inus 9. ;
h-
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

PD778/412-1

CONFIDENTIAL -

26 July - Anchored as before., At 1300 the Commandine (Officar ntiended a
conference called by ComDesDiv 47 in VaN VAIFDRURG, it 1441 MASSTY got
andervay to sortie with Task Group 95,2 in accord nce vwith CombDesNon 24's -
ddspatch 260100, © At 1516 MASSEY clearsd the anti-submirine nets, it 1637
went to General "“uarters. on apnroach of an unidentified olane. At 1642
JIASSEY took stetion in oanti-submirine screen of T3 95,2, At 1658 secured
‘from Generz1l “uarters on identificntion of the approaching plane as friendly,

: Iatitude Tengitude. Zone time
0800 Duckner Bay, Okinawn Shim, Vinus 9.
1200 Buclmer Bay, Okinawa Shima,
2000 250-52 01N ) 127°-08.¢818

<7 July - Steaming as before, The tasck sroup s now in the Fast China Sed making
an aporozch on the China coust.to intercapt and Aestroy any eremy shipping
encountcred off the approaches to the Yangtze River., At 1842 the task group
deployed on sigml and IZASSEY joined DesDiv 48 in the re-r of the deployment
formation, formation 601 tack 4 of Annex B, change 4, CTF 95 OpQrder 8-45.

Tatitude Tenritude Zone tims
0800 22°-1g, 51 1259-20.01% I"inus 9.
. 1200 - 28%- 40,01 124°-40. 58
2000 31°0-04.,011 124°%-32,00%8

28 July - Steaming 2s before, At 0321 MASSTY went to Gener-l "uarters on signal
to close and investigate a surfice radar contact. The cenbact was finnlly
determired o bn a second ry land echo, Sccured from General Quarters b 0407,

1

Iatitude o . Tan~itude Zone time

0800 319-37.0'N 123%-5.,,018 Minus 9,
1200 299-56.0'1 124°-04.018
2000 289-13.5'N 125%-13,0'E

29 July - Steaming as before end proceeding to Puckner Bry, Okinawr, MASSEY
took station according to the entr-nce screenin® plan off the swert channel
and at 1034 entered the anti-submirine nets follovdng the heavy units. VASSEY
anchored in berth I-42 at 1109, At 1352 Mi33FY shifted barths to fuel alonrside
CHOTAUK (IX 123) in berth B-10, The CHOTAUK was scheduled to go alongside the
GUAL. at 1500 so MASSTY remained alongside as both ships proceeded alongside
GUMM, An hour and a half fueling time vms saved br this procedure. MASSEY
returned to berth I-42 at 1619 and remained on thirty minutes notice.

Latitude - longitude Zone time
08C0 250-47,5'1 127°-42,0'% Minus 9.
1200 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima,
2000 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shime,
-5~
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CONFIDENTIAL

30 July - Anchored as before in Buclmer By, Ckimawa. At 0320 MASSEY went to
Gensral Quarters for possible air attack. ‘Sccured from General Quarters at
OLOU when all unidentified planes had cleared the area, '

Iatitude Inngituda Zone time
Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shimn, Minus 9.

31 July - Anchored as before. MISSEY 7ot underway at o846 to sortie in accordance
with CDS 24's dispatch 300230, Just prior to passing through anti-submarine
nets, GTG 95.2 cancelled the sortie plan and ordersd all destroyers to return
to port. MASSEY anchored-in berth I-43 at 0947,

Latitude loncituds  © Zone time
Duckner Rey, Okinawy Shimu, Minus 9.
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

pory7es A12-1 1 September 1945,

1 . .(0118)

- DECLASSIERRD

o From: © The Commanding Officer.
To 1 The Commander in Chlef, United States Flest,
Subject s War Diary for Month of August, submission of,
Reference: (ag CominCh ltr FF1/A12-1/416-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943,
- (b) Arts, 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.S, Navy

Regulations, 1920.

cg Al¥av 176 of 1943,
PacFlt ltr 10L-43.

e) PacFlt conf, ltr 1CL-45,

' Enclosures (A) War Diary, U.S.3. MASSEY (DD-778). for month of August
- 1945,

In accordance with reference (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e),

1,
enclosure (A) is forwarded herewith,
6. . Alsg.iCH. .

Cinc?ao. .

Focoree 275%
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- U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

- oo (FIDENTIAL TR DIEY FOR AUGUST

1 August - The U.S.3. MASSEY, Camander Charles W. Aldrich, U.8.N., Commanding, is
temporarily assigned to Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Four, Captain E.W. Young, U.S.N.
Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Four is designated Task Unit 95.2,3, the screening

P force for Task Group 95.2, ccmmanded by Rear Admiral F.3. Low, U.8.N. (Commander

! Cruiser Division Sixteen)., Task Group 95,2 is composed of Cruiser Division

\ Twelve, Crulser Division Sixteen, and Destroyer Squadron Twenby-Four ‘less BACHE,

MULIANY, and ISHERWOD, plus J.C. OWENS, WILLARD KEITH, and MASSEY, ‘
The Task Group is at anchor in Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shifa, Nansel Shoto,

MASSEY got underway at 0840 in company with DesRon 2 to sortie with the Task

Group in accordance with sortie plan., At 1043 the Task Group formed crulsing

disposition, MASSEY took station in the anti-submarine screen, The Task Group

is proceésding into the East China Sea on an anti-shipping sweep, At 1625 went
to General Quarters on approach of unidentified aircraft. Secured from General

Quarters at 1706 upon identification of planes as friendly.

Iatituds Longitude Zons time -
0800 Buckner Bay, Ckinawas Shima ' ¥inus 9,
. 1200 250-59,5 1K 1273-43.0'E
2000 26°48,5'N . 126 -15,0'8

2 August - Steaming as before, At 1930 UASSEY went to General Quarters for sven— |
ing alert, At 1930 the Task Group countermarched to a southerly retirement :
course +o avold a threateming typhoon which was predicted to pass through the
area .of operations, MAS3EY secured from General Quarters at 2010, :

latitude Longitude Zone time : ‘
0800 29°-08,01N r 124,%-30,0'8  Minus 9,
1200 - 30°-08,0'N ©1259-32,2'E
2000 - 31°-41.0'N 12,°-15,01E |

.3 August - Steaming as before. FPlans for refueling destroyers from ths crulsers
were cancelled because of the heavy weather, The Task Group continued to head
North in the wake of the typhoon so as to make a sweep of the Yangtze approaches
upon passage of the stomm, At 1900 MASSEY went to General Quarters for evening
alert, At 1925 the Task Group deployed with CruDiv 12 followed by Crubiv 16 in
colum, DesDiv 47 plus MASSEY in anti-gubmarine screen in the van and DesDiv L8
in the rear, At 2007 MASSEY secured from General Quartsrs, At 2300 MASSEY went
to General Quarters upon leaving the msin body in campany with DesDiv 47 ard
CruDiv 12 for & sweep to wesimard,

s et e . <
i

H
: " fatitude Longitnde Zone time
0800 29°-4,5,5N 12,°-18,01  Uinus 9,
1200 30°-30,0'N o 124°-16,5'E
2000 31%-51,1'N . 12,°-02,0'E
-1-
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U.S.S, MASSEY (DD-778)

S T CONFIDENTIAL

L Angust - Steaming ‘as before, At 0115 MASSEY secured from General Quarters as
the force retired to eastward., MASSEY and DALY left the formation at OLOO to

. investigate an unidentified small gurface target, The target was visuslly

i identified as a harmless, open Chinese junk, At OLL5 went to General Quarters’

on approach of an unidentified plane. The plane closed MASSEY on-a steady

! course and MASSEY opened fire with 5" battery at 0504, The plmne changed

course upon being taken under fire and.crossed ahead of MASSEY, thereafter

H opening on a steady course to the northeast, At 0523 UASSEY secured from

‘ - General Quarters, MASSEY rejoined the formation at 0545, At 0921 MASSEY

“went to General Quarters for anti-aircraft practice for automstic weapons using
towed sleeve targets., Secured from General Quarters at 1537. Went to General
Quarters at 1631 on approach of unidentified aircraft, Secured from General
Quarters at 1641 upon identification of the aircraft as friendly; 4t 2150
MASSEY took station #2 in column formation of DesDiv 47 for the destroyer sweep
to westward covering the northern approach to the Yangtze River mouth,

: Iatitude ’ Longituds Zone time
0800 31°9-06,81K . 124°-18,0'% - Minus 9,
1200 30°-32.0'N 124,°%-22 . 0tE :
" 2000 32°.02,01N 123°%44,, 518

5 August -~ Steaming as before, At 0100 MASSEY and DesDiv 47 rejoined the main body
of Task Group 95,2, MASSEY proceeded to go alongside GUAY to fuel at 0942,
Upon completion of fueling MASSEY rejoined the screen at 1033, At 1312 MASSEY
.went to General .Quarters for ati-aircraft practice for 5% and automatic weapons,
using towed sleeve targets, 8ecured from firing exsrcises at 1500 and proceeded
to set material condition ABaker?, An unidentified plane was picked up snd
mterial condition "Able" was again set at 1508, At 1637 MASSEY secured froam
General. Quarters when the enemy aircraft cleared the area, The CAP shot down
a single unidentified single engine pnemy plans at long range during this raid
of two planes, The second plme tumed and ran. it 1711 MASSEY went to General
Quarters for possible air attack and secured at 1742 when all planes airborme
were ddentified as friendly, MASSEY went to General Quarters at 1932 on
approach of unidentified aircraft and secured at 2009 when approaching plmes
were identified as friendly, At 2215 WASSEY went to General Quarters on surface
radar contact report of ANTHONY at close range, 3000 yards, Secured from General
Quarters at 2230 when contact was assessed as non-target,

. Iatitude longitude Zone time
0800 305-55,01N 124°-21,0'E  Linus 9,
1200 30 ~20.0'N 1242-32.0@
2000 31°-58,0'N 124,°~07,01E -
-2-
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

=T CONFDEATIA

" 6 Kugust - Steaming as before. At 0055 MASSEY and DesDiv 47 rejoined the main
body of Task Group 95,2. At 0318 MASSEY went to General Quarters on approach -
of unidentified planes, MASSEY secured from General Quarters at 0348 on

. " retirement of the unidentified planes which did not attack. MASSEY again went

i to General Quarters at 1058 on approach.of unidentified planss, Planss closed

I formation to visual range, ‘but then retired without incldent, Secured from

: General .Quarters at 1230, At 1534 MASSEY conducted test firing of VT projectiles,

1 securing from test at 1601, '

, Iatitude ~'Ibn§ituds Zone time
0800 29°-55,0'N 124°-11.5'E  uinus 9,
1200 - 28956, 2N 123°-57.2'% -
. 2000 27°-18,0'N 126°-07.8'E

7 August - Steaming as before, approaching Buckner Bay, Ckimawa Shima from the
south, - At 0553 HASSEY took station in accordance with entry plan. MASSEY
entered port at 0711 and procesded to anchor in berth L-49., During the
‘remainder of the day MASSEY shifted berths numerous times in attempts to .
‘fuel and provision, the service facilities being heavily strained by the .
arrival of two large task groups, MASSEY anchored in berth L-35 at 193 and
‘remained on .four hours notice in accordance with CTG 95,2's dispatch 070855,

latitude , Longitude Zone time -
0800 : ’ Yinus 9,
1200 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima,
2000

& August - Anchored as before, At 1529 MASSET got undermay to fuel sbongside
~ the USS ARETHUSA, returning to berth L-35 at 1716,

9 = 12 August ~ Anchored as before,

13 KAugust - MASSEY went to Cereral Quarters for possible air attack.at 0407,
securing at 0412 when all airborns plames were identified as friemdly. At
1547 MASSEY got underway to sortie with Task Group 95.2., The Task Group
spent the night crulsing southeast of Buckner Bay.

Latitude Iongitude Zone time

————— A & T A e St et s .

- 0800 . Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima. ¥inus 9.
1200 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima, .
2000 26°-19,8'N 128°%-20,0'R8

1, August - MASSEY entered Buckner Bay at 0710, following ths entrance of the
heavy unite, and proceeded to fuel from TALIULAH., Upon completicn of fueling
MASSEY anchored in regulsrly assigned berth, L-49, at 0948, MASSEY got
undermay again at 1610 to sortie with DesRon 2i; and Task Group 95.2 and reiained

‘ -3 . \‘
', o | ~ ENCLOSURE (4) . 4 |
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U.S8.8. MASSEY (DD-778)

Pe778! CONFIDENTIAL
pIA Luguﬁt continued - wunderwmay all night cruising in the area southeast of
Buckner Bay,
- latituds Iongitude Zone time
0800 Buckner Bay, Okimawa Shima, Minus 9,
. 1200 Bugkner Bay, Oikdnawa Shima,
2000 26°-19,8'N 1289-20,0'E

15 August - Steaming as befors, MASSEY entered Buckner Bay with the Task Group
at 0715 and moored in berth 1~38., At 1304 MASSEY procesded to go alongside
TALLULAH for fuel, retumning to anchor in berth I-47 at 1442, At 1600 MASSEY
got underway to sortie with the Task Group to remain at sea east of Okinaws

for the. night
latitude - longitude  Zone time
0800 . Bucknsr Bay, Okinawa Shima, Y¥inus 9,
1200 Buckner Bay, Okimawa Shima.
2000 260'0605 "50 1'3

16 August ~ Steaming as before, MASSEY entered port following heavy units at
0652, 'and proceeded to go alongsids US3 CHOTAUK for fuel, At 0843 MASSEY
anchored in berth 1-49 and remained on four hours notice, At 1611 MASSEY got

. underway to sortie with DssRon 24 and Task Group 95.2, t0 remain underway.
for the night in the aea east of Okinawa,

La.titude Longitude Zone time

- . ) 0800 ‘Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima, - Minus 9,
i . . 1200 ) Buckner Bay, Ckinawa Shima,
' T 2000 26°-03,8'N - 128°-10.0'E

17 August - Steaming as before, At 0655 MASSEY entered Buckner Bay in company
. with DesRon 24 astern of the heavy unite and procecded to go alongside IX 121
for fuel, At 0839 MASSEY anchared in berth L-49, remaining on four hours notioo.
18 = 21 August = Anchored in berth 1-49, Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima,
22 August - At 0525 MASSEY got undermay to sortie with Task Group 95,2 plus PORTI.AND,
: WICHITA, and SUWANEE for training exercises in the area east of Okimawa,
Moming' exercises were delayed by heavy rain but at 1020 SUWANEE launched
aircraft and all ships participated in an anti-sircraft coordination drill
followed by anti-airoraft practice for automatic weapons, MASSEY and WADSWORTH
proceeded to escort SUWANEE to the entrance of Buckner Bay at 1415, rejoining
DesBon 2 at 1821 in the operating area,

P ' - Iatitude - Longitude Zone time
i 0800 262-10,5'N | 8°-18,0'8  Minus 9,
: 1200 269-15,01N 129°-08,2'E |
. 2000 26 =15.4'N 128°-16,018
—ly
: ENCLOSURE (A) \%
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. ®o77e/ GONFIBENTIAL

23 August - Steaming as before, At 0750 MASSEY went.to General Quarters and ) ,
participated in 5% callbration surface firing, expending 67 rounds of AA common., .
MASSEY returned to port in company with DesDiv 47, entering the nets at 1140, :
_After fueling from USS CHOTAUK, MASSEY anchored in berth 1~-49 at 1533. MASSEY

- was detached from DesRon 24 in accordance vith ComDesRon 24 dispatch 231120
of August 1945 and reported to ComTaskFlot One for duty. MASSEY was assigned
by ComTaskFlot (ne to CIF 99 for duty and reported for duty in compliance
with ComTaskFlot One dispatch 231245 of August 1945.

| | | ' Latitude Longitude Zone time

f - 0800 . 26°-10,0'N 128°-32,0'%  1dnus 9,
1200- Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima,
. 2000 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima,

2 - 26 August - At anchor Buckner Bay, Ukinawa Shima.

reported to ComDesRon 12 for duty.

28 August - Anchored as before, At 1354 MASSEY got underway to escort IaGRANGE
on & short trial run at sea in accordance with CTU 99.6.,2's dispatch 280202,
Upon being detahed by IaGRANGE off the entrance of Buckmer Pay, at 1640, MASSEY
. proceeded to Hagushi Anchorage in compliance with CTG 99.6.21s dispatch 280056,
MASSEY anchored off Hagushi Beach, Okinawa at 1915. At 1945 the Captain visited
ComDesRon 12 in.FARENHOLT for a short confersnce. _— :

‘ " 27 August - In accordance with CTG 99.6 confidential dispatch 261223, MASSEY
{
i

; - - ' latitude Longitude Zone time

0800 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima. ¥inus 9.
1200 Buckner Bay, Ckinswa Shima. ‘
2000 o Bagushi Anchorage, Okinawa Shima,

29 ‘August - Anchored as before, ~ MASSEY got underway at 0827 and rendezvoused
with LSM 96 off Hagushi Beach at 0914, to escort her to Buckner By. At -
1425 MASSEY arrived at Buckmer Bay with LSK 96 and proceeded to go alongside
BIZ HORN (IX 207) for fuel, Upon completion of fueling MASSEY anchored in
berth B-29 at 1606, -

Tatituds Longitude Zone tims -

0800 Hagushi Anchorage, Okinawa % . Yinus 9,
1200 - 269-02,2'N ’ 127°=-40.T'E
2000 * Buckner Bay, Oklnawa Shima,

30 lAugust.- Anchored in Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima,

31 August - Anchored as before, In accordance with CTU 99.6.2 dispatch 301236
MASSEY got undermay at 0620 to proceed to Hagushi Anchorage to rendegzvous
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

P77/ GONFIDERTIAL

31 August continued - with AX 113 at 1000, Upon rendezvousing with AX 113 ,
MASSEY proceeded to escort her to Buckner Bay, arriving off the nsts at 1356
HASSEI procseded to anchor in berth L-l59, a.nchoring at 1431, !
Iagitudo . Lon%itudo Zone time
0800 07'H 127 ‘53 S'% Minus 9,
1200 26 =05,9'N 127°-41,81B
2000 - Buckner Bay, Okinawa Shima,

§
6 |
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D E C Lﬁ% g &&E&ED U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778) REC. Sns : va
~GOlTIBTNTIA
Sonalm-l 1 October 1945,
( O/RY ) '
Yroms The OCommanding Officer,
To . The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,

Subject: " War Dlary for Honth of 8aptember, submission ofs

References 2&3 Cominch ltr FF1/A12-JA16-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943,
b) Arts. 712, 874(6), 1022, end 1317, U.S, Navy
Regulations, 1920,
¢) AlNav 176 of 1943,
d) PacFlt ltr 10L-43.
e) PacFlt conf. 1ltr 1CL-45.

Enclosures (1) War Diary, U.3.S. MASSEY (ID-778) for mouth of
' September 1945,

1, In accordance with reference (a), (b), (¢), (d), and (e),
enclosurs (4) is forwarded herowith. :

-

CincPac,
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778) - ‘

¥AR DIARY FOR SEPTRMBER 1945

*Oy
LSSEY was granted six days availability commencing
this date and proceeded to go alorgside USS CASCAIR (AD-16) in berth L-108,
Buckner- Bay, at 073, :

2 September - Mooped alongside CASCATE as befors,
" CASCAIE to archor in borth L-166 at 114,
it unsafe for MASSEY to remain alongside

At 1402 MASSEY wmmoored from

the condition of the swell making
the tender, ‘

3 Beptcxnb;r -lnchored &8 before,

4 September - -inchored as before. A4t 0737 MASSEY got underway and again
- Roored alongside CASCAIR, :

5 Beptambér = Ioored as befors,

é September - Moored as before, At 1330 MASSEY got undsrway and a.ncho;:od in
berth 1-158, 4 |

e stk

- 7-12 September - Anchored as before,

|

13 September - inchored as befors, A% 1050 MASSEY got undarway and shifted |
berths to 170, anchoring at 1116, |

{

|

i

. 14 September - Anchored as before,

15 September - inchored as bafore, 4t 1300 MASSEY got underway, topped off from
ARETHUSA (IX-135),

and made & run over the degrussing range prior to jo
USS STROWG at harbor entrance to sortie at

vty RO

1642 14 accordance with ConTaskFlot
One's 150121, and STRONG (OTC) are ordsred to teke station on Bird Dog
: Station.Able, :
L ' Latituds Longitude -
’ : 0800 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Zone Time
- . » 1200 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Minug 9,
| . 2000 269-04,8 5 128°-51,51%
, 16 September - Ste a8 before, Arrived on assigned station et 0715 ang
i commenced station patrol, it 1600 HASSEY and STRONG procesded to retirs on
L course 130%(T) to avoid the center of an approaching typhoon and contimmsd
l to retire to the southesst

Letitude - Longituda ’
: | 0800 29%-30.01 132°-08,0'2 Zone Time
?A S 1200 29°-28,014 132°-19.0'8  Ltms s,
|- f ; . ' 2000 29%-20,01% 132°-19,01g
__, ) - .l- -
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D778/ . .
i 17 Septeuber = Steaming as before, riding out the typhoon on a southoast heading.

Latituds Longitude
0800 280-13‘01H 133 ‘BAQO'E Zone Time
: 1200 27°-43.8'N 133°-47.01E Mirms 9.
i . 2000 2P-11.5'% 134°-00,9'E '

18 September - Steming as bofore, At 0922 MASSEY and STRONG cene about and
. procesdsd to return to station, the typhoon having cleared the area.

' Latitude Longitude

0800 26%«43,01K 1339-47,0'8 Zone Time .
1200 26°-37,5'N 1339-11,018 Mms 9.
2000 280-14.8%N 132°-23,81E :

19 September = Steaming as before. At 0400 MASSEY and STRONG ccrmenced
‘ patrolling on Bird Dog Station Able.

% Latitude Longituds
; 0800 29‘;-25.0'21 1310-55.5'15 Zons Time
7 1200 - 29Y=27.0'N 131°~58,51E Mirus 9.
¥ 2000 29°-49.0'H 131°-55,01E
% 20 September = Steaming as before, At 0100 the medical officer, Lt(jg) S. K.
} Sweany, MC, USMR, prepared to perform an emoTgoncy appendectony on R. J.
£ Billington, CEM, U.S. Naval Reserve. A course favorable in wind and sgea
L was teken. At 0535 .upon the successful completion of the operation, course
é‘ was sat to rejoin STRONG on station. . MASSEY resumed station patrol at 0935,
{ . A .
: ' : Latitude Longitude :
! 0800 - - 29°-38,0'N 1319-28.0'E Zone Time
: © 1200 295-38,01 . 131%-5,.0'B Uims 9,
\i 2000 29 ~49.0%N ©1319-40.0'E

BRADFORD and BROWN and proceeded to rendezvous with TU 51.4.3 (Vice Admiral

Oldendorf) -in acoordance with ComlasiFlot Ome's dispatch 200118, At 1142
MASSEY and STRONG joined TU 51.4.3 and essumed assigned 8

soreen. At 1450 soundsd General Quarters for AA firing,

\ 21 Beptember = Steaming as befors, At (0720 MASSEY and STRONG were relleved by
1 tations in the

i

!

securing at 1622.
Amminition expended: .
5% /38 11 rounds,
4Com 314 rounds.
20mm 330 rounds,
Latitude Longi tude
0800 29°%-23.5!0 132°-02.0'B Zone Time ;
1200 30‘;-05.5‘1« 133°%-40.01E MWrus 9, |
2000 31°-23,5'N 134494518
-De -
4 . : ENCLOSURE (4) : ' \
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U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778) -

DD778/

22 September - Steaming as before, At 0615 MASSEY sighted Japenese Type 93
- moored mine and detonated the mine by gunfire. At 0625 MASSEY took station ol
in the column for entry into Kii Suido through the swept channel, destroyers : !
i . -formed column astern of the heavy units. At 1049 MASSEY anchored in berth i
B-44, Wakenoura Wan, Japan, At 1205 MASSEY got underway and went alongaide : i
SUAMICO (40-49) for fuel, At 135/ MASSEY again anchored in berth B=44 upon !

completion of fueling. Co, IR
‘ ' Latitude " Longitude | x t
0800 " 33°-55,0'N 134°-52,018 Zena Time IR
1200 Berth B-44, Wakanoura Wan, Japan. Mimis 9, - : |
2000 Berth B-44, Viekanoura Wan, Japan. _

23 September = Anchored as before. At (525 underway in company with FUTNAM |

~ (cDs 66, 0TC), STRONG, and J.C,O0WENS, in accordance with CDS 66 visual |

© dispatch 221000, to take station for fire support of reconnaisance team _ l

landing on Niriga Hanna Beach, Wakayama. At 0541 went to General Quarters ’ |
upon approach to station off the beach, 0700 Secured from General

d

|

Quarters. At 1003 returned to anchorage and anchored in berth B-4) at ' ; i
1052, ' | - : 3
|

O i g o —

.
Cosas Sty

.2.'4725 September - Anchored as before,

26 September ~ At 1454 MASSEY got underway to top off from PALANSET (AQ 86) ' |

3 .
- moording alongside at 1600, At 1628 got underway to procecd to sea in ‘ oL oo
2 company with J.C. OWENS. MASSEY is OTC and guide.. MASSEY and OWENS |
i . are.ordered to relieve BRADFORD and BROWN on Bird Dog Station ible, ‘
% Latitude - Longitude . g
3 0800 Wekanoura Wan, Japan Zone Tima !
§ 1200 Vlekanoura Wan, Japen o ¥Wms 9, 1
L 2000 33%-23,0M 134 =4640'E _ l
\- 27 September - Steaming as before, At 1404 MASSEY and J.C.ORENS relieved i ’
. | BRAIFORD and BROWN on Bird Dog Station Able and ccmmenced station patrol. ' |
‘ Bird Dog Station ARle, latitude 29°-30.0'N, longitude 132°-00.0'Z.,
Latituds Longituds .
0800 30°-29.3'N 132°-49.2'E Zone tdme
1200 299-34,01N 1320-21.8'E - Mimus 9, .
2000 . 29%-34, 00 132°-19.7'E i
28-30 September - Steaming as befors on Bird Dog Station Able, ‘
i ’ ‘
]ﬁ |
| ]
‘ 1
| : -3 ] ' |
,. ' . EXNCLOSURE (4) X \ }
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From:
To :

-Subjects

References

Enclosure: .

1,

enclosurs (A) is forwarded herewith,

CCs
CincPac.

150007

Viar Diary for Month of October, submission of., S \

(o) PacFlt conf, ltr 1CL-45.

(A) War Diary, U.S5.S. MASSEY (DD-778) for month of

b R
st ) NO
llss.MAsssv(DDJ7a)FLJu S |

1 November 1945.

The Commanding Officer. .
The ‘Commander in Chief, United States Fleet. !

éa) Cominich 1tr FF1/A12-1/416-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943,

b) Arts. 712, 874(6), 1022, eand 1317, U.S. Navy
Regulations, 1920,

gc) AMYav 176 of 1943,

d) PacFlt ltr 10L-43.

October 1945,

In accordance with reference (a), (b), (o), (d),-and (e),

*-________
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CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

DD778/ . . o WAR _DIARY TFOR QCTOBER

1 October - U.S.S. MASSEY, Commanded by Commander C. W. Aldrich, U.S.Navy, is ‘ !
: ‘8 unit of Destroyer Squadron Sixty-Six and is operating under the command of
— b the Squadron Commander, Captain G.R, Hartwig, U.S.Navy. Destroyer Squadron
i  8ixty-Six is under the operation control of Commandor Task Flotilla One,
= Commodore J.T, Bottom, U,S.MNavy, which is desipnated Task Unit 51.3.1, a task
. unit of Task Force 51 commanded by Vice Admiral J.B. Oldendorf, U.S.Navy.
= " MASSEY (0TC) 48 patrolling on air-sea rescue station "Bird Dog Able™ off the

: southeast coast of Kyushu, Japan in company with J,C.OWEZNS in compliance with _
== ‘ ComTaskFlot One's dispatch 250529 of September. At 1518 Item MASSEY and . :

. .J.C. OVENS departed from station and procesded toward Vakayama, Japan in

compliance with ComTaskFlot One's dispatch 010405 of October,

Time ] Latitude ) ggj,tg;dg Zone Time
B " 0800 295-39.01N 1310-55.512 Mims 9.
1200 29 =p6,5'N 1317-53,5'E
_ 2000 - 30°-59,01N 133°-04.1'E

2 October - Steaming as before, MASSEY and J.C.OWENS arrived atWekayama at 0903
and MASSEY proceeded to fuel alongside. PILMANSET (A0-85), At 1125 MASSEY
anchored in berth B-31, Wakayama, .

AT RO v

+

Fakayama, Japan ' Zono Time
) Mims 9,

!
ke 27 2y VAR

A 43 chober ~ Anchored-as bsfore,

3 4 October = Anchored as before, MASSEY is ordored to proceed this date to Okinawa ) l
: as a courier ship, reference ComTaskFlot One's dispatch 032003 of October. : |
_ E - After embarking passengers and mail MASSEY got underway at 1615 Item for :

Buckner Bay, Okinawa. Ths southwesterly run throughout the night was made at 20 i
knots to avoid the center of a threatening typhoon. A

—_— . Time Latitude Longituds Zone Time
‘ : - 0800 - TViekayama, Japan - Mims 9.
, 1200 Vlekayama, Japan .
2 2000 33°-19.8N 124°-39,5'E :
L . 1
5 October -~ Steaming as before enroute to Buckner Bay, Okinawa, o 3
- - ’ . : ‘ - 7
| C Ting Latitude : Longitude © Zone Time ) j
' 0800 300-49.0'N 1323-04.0'2 ¥ims 9. B I
A 1200 297=54.5'N : 131 -39.5'E S
I" 2000 230-06.2'N 130°-43.0'E
B -l- ' . ' . ]5
I ENCLOSURE (4) - . . oo
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DD778/

6 October - Steaming as before. MASSEY arrived at Bucknmer Bay, Okinawa at 0712
and proceedsd toward the assigned anchorage. At 0746 anchored in berth B-74.
After dobarking passengers via 118B boat MA.SEY procesded to fuel from CHOTAUK
(IX~188) and upon completion of fueling anchored in newly assigned berth,

186 at 1827, All efforts to tranofer the mail freight to the Fleet Post Office
met with no success.

ComSerDiv 104's TBS message of 2242 "ebra, the typhoon having passed clear to
the north., Enrouts to Buckner Bay MASSEY investigated Army Bargse BC-809 and
various other barges adrift to search for stranded personnel, None of the
barges were ‘taken in tow because of the still dangerous high seas running.
At 1618 MASSEY anchored in berth L-108, Buckner Bay. An officer messenger
sent to the Flset Post Office ascertained that the post office wa's demolished

byhthe typhoon and that it would be impractical to send the mail from Fekayama
g ashore,

Time ' Latitude ~ ‘Longitude Zone Time
0800 : ’ Mimis 9,
1200 Buckner Bay, Okinawa,
2000 - - |
7 October = };nchored as before. A severe typhoon 18 threatening Okinawa. At
1516 MASSEY got underway in compliance with STAFFORD (IE-411) aispaten 070550 |
f . and procesded to sortie in accordance with SOFA Buckner Bay typhoon sortie
plan X-Ray-Bast to join SerDiv 103 group. At 1603 MASSEY Joined SerDiv 104 )
: -group under command of ComSerDiv 104, Commodore T.J. Keliher, Jr., U,S,Navy,.
] and reported to ComScraen, ComDesDiv 102, Commandor W.H, Watson, U.S. Navy,
. in CHARETTE for duty. MASSEY assumed assigned screening station, The group I
procesded to stand 4o southeastward at 7 ¥mots to ride out the typhoon,
’ a Tims ¢ Latitude - Longitude Zone Timg
] : ' 0860 +  Buckner Say, Okinava “Mims 9, [
1 . L ) 1200 ~ Buckner Bay, Okinawa . .
| t 2000 26°-02,0'N 128°-20.5'E -
: ‘ oo tos " |
' 8 October - Steaming as before, -riding out the typhoon to the southeast of Okinawa, ; [
) ' ‘ , " Time ' . Latitude Longitude Zong Time ‘
' | 0800 259-55,0'N 1299-16.0'E ¥ime 9. l
| 1200 - 259-50,51Y 1299-26,0'E ]
2000 25%-34,01N 130°-11.0'E ~
"9 October ~ Steaming as before ; riding out the typhoon to southsast of Okinawa, ' \ !
' ;
; Time Latitude Lgn%ituda Zone Tima ;
i 0800 259-41,5'N © 130°-00.0!'2 Mimus 9, 1
1 1200 .- R5°-/1,0'N lBOg-l’?.O‘E ) . !
! 2000 . R50=34,0'N 130°-11,0'E
; 10 October - Steaming as befors, riding oub the typhoon to southeast of Okinawa. !
|

-

b
A% 0950 ‘MASSEY proceeded independently toward Buckner Bay in accordance with /
ENCLOSURE (4) i
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BDNHDENTIM- U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)
po778/
10 October (contimed) -
Time Latitude Longitude Zong Timg
0800 250-10,5'N 1290“32.5'E Minus 9,
1200 25%-40.51N 128°-40,5E
2000

11 Octobsr - Anchored.as befors.

Buckner Bay, Okinawa.

An officer messenger sent to the Port Director

obtained sailing orders and routing and also was informed at Naval Base
‘Headquarters that no passengers were ready for immediate transportation to
Vakayema, WMASSEY refueled from CHOTAUK (IX-188) and anchored in berth L-72

at 1155, At.1603 MASSEY got. underway for Viakayama, Japan in accordanos with
Port Directors Routing Instructions dated thig date.

Time Latituds nzi Zone Tims
0800 Buckner Bay, Okinawa Minus 9,
1200 Buckner Bay, Okinava
2000. 26°-31.2'N 128°-44,81E

12 October - Staaming as befors enroute Wekayama, Japan,
‘Time Latitude Longitude Zons Time
0800 28°9-48.51N 131%-42,0'E Mimis 9,
1200 299-20.0'N 1329-23,51F
2000 30°-29,6'y 134°-27,0'E

13 October ~ Steami
Vakayema at 0924

ng as before enroute Vakayama, Japan, MASSEY arrived off
and proceeded to go alongside BIG HORN (IX-207) for fuel.

At 1127 MASSEY proceeded to go elongside BRADFORD (DD-545) to transfer mail
freight in accordance with instructions received from ComPhibGroup 8, At
1334 MASSEY anchored in berth'B-lQ, Vlekanoura Van, :

Time
0800

1200
2000

21 October = Anchored as before,
LST 50 (Fleet Pout Office) to 1
. departed Wakayama at 1154 for Y
ComPhibGroup 8 dispatch 200020

Time
0800
1200
2000

B P LT T ST Ioun

Latitude

Viekayama, Japan

14 - 20 October -, Anchored in berth B-19, Wakenours Tian,

okosuka as courisr
of October,.

ngitud ona T
Longitude Zong Time
Mimus 9,

* Latityde Longitude
Wayama, Japan
Wekayama, Japan
33°-17,01y 136°-14.21%
..3-
ENCLOSURE (4)

Wekayama, Japan.

At 0928 MASSEY got underway to go alongside
oad mail and passengers for ¥okosula and .
ship in compliance with

Zone Time
Mims 9,
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DONFIDENTIAL " U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

DD778/

22 October - Steaming ms before enroute Yokosula from Wakaysma. MASSEY entered
Tokyo Bay at 1307 and procesded to go alongside MADISON (DD-425) in berth
Y-1, Yokosuka,.mooring at 1519,

Time_  °  Latitude ongitud ' Zone Timg
0800 : 340-23.7'N B 13§g-57.o'E Mimus 9.
1200 Entrance to Yokyo Bay. '

2000 . Moored to USS MADISON, berth Y-1, Yokosuka. ' } :

23 October = Moored as befors, Trensferred and received maill for return trip .
to Wakayama during the morning., At 1331 MASSEY got underway to go alongside
SUISUN (AVP-53) to receive mail and passengers in compliance with verbal orders o

- received from ComFifthF1t., At 1447 MASSEY got underway from alongside SUISUN

r ) . .and departed for Wakayama. ’ '

Time - Latitude Longitude Zone Time
0800 Yokosuka, Japan Minus 9,
1200 Yokosuka, Japan . , .

2000 - 34°%-22,07 138%-52.0'E

24 October - Steaming as before enroute to Wekayama from Yokosuka, MASSEY arrived
" in Wekayama at 1000 Item and proceeded to go alongside LST 50 to discharge mail
and passengers, At 1126 MASCEY proceeded to go alongside SUARICO (A0-49) for
‘fuel. Upon completion of fueling at 1319 LASLEY procesded to berth 400 yards

north of B-19, Wakanoura Yan, anchoring at 1345.

F T T W W W o =W

Timg Lg@itg@e o Lonzitude Zong Time - .
- 0800 34 -40,0'N , 134°-53,0'E Minus 9. i
1200 Vakayama, Jaran. |
, 2000 . Vakayama, Japan. . ) ‘ _
\ 25 October = Anchored es before, : l

26 October ~ Anchored as beforo., At 1346 LASSEY got underway to go alongside
CASCADE (4D-16) in berth B-55, Viekanoura Vian. At 142/ MASSEY moored to CASCALE
for 5 days avallability alongside for repair of leaking main steam guarding
valve in accordance with ComSerDiv 103 dispatch 260056 of October.

27 - 29 October - Moorsd alongside CASCADE as befors.

. 30 October = Moored .alongside CASCADE as before. MASSEY designated Yokosuka courie
~ ship by ComDesRon 66 dispatch 290740 with remaining availability cancelled.
I . At 1023 MASSEY got underwey to go alongside LST 50 to receive mail and passengers
” ' for Yokosuka, - At 1202 MASCEY got underway from alongside LST 50 and departed
| Wakayama for Yokosuka., At 1500 exercised crew at General Quarters and emergency
drills. 1550 secured from General Quarters. S

' ’ : . =4=
? ' ENCLOSURE (4)
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= CONFIDENTIAL U.S.5. MASSEY (DD-778)
‘j DD778/
30 October (continued) =~
% g | . Time Latituds ongit Zone Time
' - 0800 . fiakayama, Japan ¥ims 9, ..
‘ ' 1200 Vekayama, Japan o '
r 2000 33°-06.8'N 135°-59.0'E ' !
Y
31 October - Steaming as before enroute Yokosuka from Viekoyama, At 1250 MASSEY
entered Tokyo Bay and proceeded toward Yokosuka to moor in berth ¥-5,
Yokosuka., At-1351 moored alongside GURKE (DD-783) in berth Y-5. Transferred
mail for Yokosuka and received mail for return trip to Vakayama.

Time Latitude Longitude Zong Time
0800. 34°-23.0'N -+ 138%-50,0'E . Mims 9,
1200 - 35°-03.21N . 139°-/1,5'8
2000 Yokoouka, Japan, - .
' |
¥
. E .' K
§
1l
- !
l |
| 5
ENCIOSURE (A)
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pDYYS/ n.z-l 1 Docszber 1945,
0i%8) -
Proms The Cemmanding Officer.
2o The Cemmander in Chief, United States Iloeet,
- Subject: - Tar Dlary for ¥onth of Yovember, sutmission of.
"References é g Cominch 1tr FF1/A12-1/A416~3 (7152) of 29 Octobor 1943.
. b) irts, 712, 874(6), 1022, and 1317, U.8. Havy :
. : Regulationas, 1520,
- ‘ Al¥ae 176 of 1943,
. ) - d Pac¥lt 1tr 10L=43, .
Pac?lt sonf. lir 1CL-45.
Enolosures  (A) Wer Diary, U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778) for month of
. November 1945,

In agcordance with refersnce (a), (b), (o), (d), and (o), | '_'.

1,
 enclosure (,l) is formardsd herewith,
o2

D. I. THONAS,

OincPas..

Aras S N | - N
ﬂem’ﬁf%"%%

87 DES
il v
nr%em\w o, 2 77/

: 3 : 5 .
_ . . ' %‘%‘ TS s

| . Selimis | RECORDED j}/

- ""\W
S

“ . - .. e e e e e et i ban e et

e bt a s

S i e Attt S Yt At Ly bR T e i e _



e e e e

I3

¢

q
&4
—

Eﬁﬁ{'-'lﬂENT]AL U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

DO778/ ' WAR DIARY FOR NOVFMBER

1 November - The U.S.S, UASSEY (DD-773), commanded by Commander C.W, Aldrich,

U.S. Kavy, is a unit of Destroyer Division 132 of Destroyer Squadron 66 and

13 operating under the command of the Squadron Commander, Captain G. R. Hartwig,

in Task Grecup 55,4, Commander Task Group 55.4 1s Commander Task Flotilla One,

" Commodore J, T, Bottom, Jr., U.S. Navy. Task Force 55 is commanded by Vice
X . Admiral J, B, OXendorf, U,S. Navy, Com“atRon One, and is engaged in -the occu-
& pation of the Japaness Rupire &s a unit of U.S. Fifth Fleet. MASSTY is moored

. alongside GURKE (DD-783) in berth Y-5, Yokosuks, Japan, having arrived in o

2 Yckosuka on 31 October as courier ship from Wakayama, Japan, in compliance with l
? .. CDS 66 dispatch 290740 October, After receiving passengers and mail aboard,
. . UASSEY got underway at ILOO Item for Wakayama in compliance with basic orders. |

't

Time Tatitude Longitude Zone Time
; 0800 Minus 9.
1 1200 Yokosuka, Japan
E 2000

A, P 2 November - Steaming as before enroute Wakayams from Yokosuka, MASSEY arrived
’ in Wakiyama at 1137 Item and procceded to go alongside IST 50 to discharge
mall and passengers. After fueling from SUAMICO (AC-49) MASSEY then. moored
in berth B-19, Wakanoura Wan, :

A TR

Time Tatitude Logéitude Zone Time i
; 0800 - - 33918, 8N " 135°=25,5'E Mnus 9, '

1200 _ Vekayama, Japan, ‘

2000 " Wakayama, Japan.

3=l November -_Anchoréd as befere in berth B-19, Wakanoura Wan, Wakayama,

5 November - Anchored as before in berth B-19, Wakanours ifan, Wakayama. At

0749 VASSEY got underway to go alongside LST 50 to load mail and ombark passengers
\ for Yokosuka in accordance with CDS 66 dispatch 040501 October. At 0859
MASSEY got underway for Yokosuka.

Tire Iatitude ;oggitude Zone Time
0800 Wakayama, Japan Yinus 9,
1200 ) 33 -27 Q'N 13A°-57 818

2000 33%-L4. 5N 137°-25.0'E

6 November - Steaming as before enroute Wakayama to Yokosuka., At 0940 MASSEY
-arrived off Yokosuka entrance and proceedsd to berth T-1, mooring at 1003,
Transferred mail to Fleet Post Office and passengers to Port Director.

Time Ia&itude Iongitude Zone Time
0800 35 ~02.5'N 139°-41.0'E Minus 9.
1200 Yokosuka, Japan,
2000 _ Yokosuka, Japan,

-] -
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CONFIDENTIAL | U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

s

DD778/

7 November - Moored as before in berth ¥-1, Yokosuka, Japan.

8 November - Moored as before in berth Y-1, Yokoguka, Japan., At 1305 MASSEY got
underway from berth Y-1 and proceeded to anchor in outer harbor to permit

_ transfer of passengers and mail from FRENCH (DE-367). FRENCH wus ordered
by CDS 66 to remain in Yokosuka on a change of assignment which cancelled
her courier assignment. PReference CDS 66 dispatch 020225, Having received
passengers and mail from FRENCH, MASSEY got underway for Wakayama at 1422,

Time Iatitude Longitude Zone Time

08co Yokoguka, Japan. inus 9,
- 1200 Yokosuka, Japan.

2000 ~ o 34%6.51N 138°-35,0'E

9 November - Steaming as before enroute Yokosuka to Wakayama., MASSEY arrived

5  at Wakayama at 0949 and proceeded to go alongside LST 50 to disembark passengers
3 and unload mail, Getting underway from 1ST 50 at 1111 MASSEY proceeded to

] " fusl from SUAMICO (AO-L9) and then anchored in berth LOO yards north of B-18,.

Wakanoura. Wan,

1 Time Tatitude Tongitude Zone Time
9 s Z}g
0800 339251,0'% 1347 -51.7'% Yinus 9.
1200 Hakayama, Japan, ' :
2000 " Wakayama, Japan.

10 November - Anchored as before in berth LOO yards north of B-18, Wakanoura Wen,
Wakayama., . L

é 11 November - Anchored as before in berth LOO yar.ds north of B-18, Wakanoura Ran,
{ -+ Viaksyama, Atb 0756 MASSEY got underway to go alongside LST 50 to recolve
passengers and mail. At 0838 VASSEY got underway from alongside LST 50 and
\ departed for Yokosuka in-accordance with CDS 66 dispatch 100235,

Time Iatitude Longitude Zone Timas
0800 : Wakayama, Japan. ) nus 9.
1200 33°.26,2'N 134°~59,0'8

2000 330.22,8'N : 136°-42.8'E

12 November - Steaming as before enroute to Yokosuka from Yakayama, At 0822
MASSEY arrived off Yokosuka entrance and at 0954 moored in berth Y3, Yokosuka,

Unloaded mail and disembarked passengers.

Time : Tatitude -Longitude Zone Time
0800 ' Tokyo Bay, Japan . ¥nus 9,
i 1200 Yokosuka, Japan ,
2000 ~ Yokosuka, Japan
-2 -
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U.S.8, MASSEY (DD-778)

CONFIDENTIAL

" boyYe!

13 November - loored as before in berth Y-3, Yokosuka, Japan,

piA November ~Moored as before in berth Y-3, Yokosuka, Japan, At 1304 having
received passengers and mail, UAS3EY got underway for Wakayama.

R B B 3 I

Time - latitude Longitude Zone Time o

0800 Yoxosuka, Japan ¥inus 9, f
- . 1200 Yokosuka, Japan °

2000 " 34%-07.5'N © 1387-15.5'E

15 November - Steaming as befors enroute Nakayama from Yokosuka, At 0940 MASSEY
arrived off Wakayama and procesded to anchor in berth B~-19, it being too rough
to go alongside IST 50 for discharge of mail, At 1024 anchored in berth B-19%,

16 November ~ Anchored in berth B-19, Wakaaoura Wan, Wakayama, Japan., 0720

-k Transferred mail to 1ST 50 via LY, 1000 Disembarked passengers via Port
Director boat,

17 November - Anchored as before in berth B-19, Wakaﬁoura-ﬁan, Vialayama, Japan,

18 November - Anchored as before in berth B~-19, Wakanoura Yan, Wakayama, Japan.
; Scheduled departure for Yokosuka in compliance with GDS 66 ddspatch 170730

October delayed one day by uncompleted repairs of main circulating pump throttle .
valve aboard tender,

i 19 November - Anchored asz before in berth B-19, Wakanoura “an, Wakayama, Japin,
At 0755 MASSEY got underway to fuel from SUAMICO (A2-49) coing alongside at
0820, At 0928 MASSEY zot underway from alongside SUAMICQ (A0-49) and departed
for Yokosuka as courier ship in compliance with D3 64 dispatch 170730 October,

. : Time = Jatituds Longitude Zone Time
‘ : 0800 Hakayama, Japan Maus 9, !
5 | : 1200 33%-42,51N 134°-51,5'%
2000 33°-37.5'N . 137°-18,0'E |
20 November - Steaming as before enroute Yokosuka from Wakayama. At 0813 MASSEY \

arrived off Yokosuka and proceeded to moor in berth.Y-5, mooring at 0902, At
1030 the crew was mustered at Quarters for the Change of Command coremony.
o Commander Donald I, Thoias, U,8., Mavy relisved Commander Charles W, Aldrich,
i v U,8, Navy as Commanding Officer, '

Clandn

e/
C. #. ALDRICH,
Comndor, UOS' NSV)’.
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'ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂtfmﬁl, . _ U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

Bo778/ EAR DIARY FOR EOVEMBER

21 Fovesber = Moored as befors in berth Y-5, Yokosuks, Japan, it 131, WISSEY
‘ got undsrway for Waksyama carrying 29 officers and 15 enli passengers,
380 begs of U,S. Fail, and 19 pieces of light freight in accordance with
CDS 66 dlepatch 170730 Novezmber,

%g . latdtnds Longityda 2ons tina
: Yckosula, Japan : ¥lmmas 9,
1200 ‘Yokosuka, Japan o

2000 34°-06,0'K 1387-14,0tB

22 Hovembor - Stseming es before enroute Wakayema from Yokosuka., At 0835 MASSEY -
: arrivsd in Wakayema and went alongsids LST-50 to discharge mail end freight,
4t 0948 HASSEY got underwny and proceeded to anchor in borth B-18, anchoring
at 1012, EHoliday routins was obsorved and all hands enjoyed a fine
Thanksgiving Dimmer,

1ize Iatitnds - Lengitude dons Timg
0800 - 33Y=51,2°K% 134°=34.08 ¥ims 9,
1200 Eakayama, Japan.
2000 YWakayema, Japan,

23-2/, Fovenber - Moored as before in berth B-18, Wakayams, Japan.

25 November = Hoored as before in berth B-18, Wakayema, Japan. At 0757 NASSEY
got undervsy dnd went glongslde LST=50 to load 374 bags U.S.Hell, 5 officers,
and 54 enlisted paseengers, and 84 pleces of light freight, TUpon cozpletion
‘of loading, HASSEY got undorway at 0931 to go alongszids USS RNOREE (AO-£9) for
fusl, A%t 1053 EASSEY departed for Yokosuka as courier ship in accordance
with CDS 66 &spatoh 240930 November.

03800 © Rakeyema, Jepsn Kims 9,
1200 339-46,2'K 134°-54,0'E
2000 330-28,01N 136°-52,0'E

26 Fovember - Steaming a3 tefore enrcute from Wakayems to Yokosuka, MASSEY
arrived in Yokoguka at 1000, mooring in berth I-5, and procseded to discharge
Pessengsrs, mall, and light freight,. :

1ina Latitnda iengitudg Zors Time
1200 Yokosuka, Japan ' ‘Mims 9,
2000 :

27 November - Moored as befors in berth Y-5, Yokosaka, Japan. After receiving
30 officer pessengers, 135 bags U.S.Mall, and 83 pleces of light fraight,

MSSKIgotmdemayforWakaymatBWinwcordancovith CDS 66 dispatah
240930 November, e
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i‘jmeNﬂm U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)
AR DIARY FOR NOVEMBER

DD778/

27 Novexber (Coptimad) -

ddze  latiinde kengltude

0800 Yokom) Jnm. . Kinus 90
1200 35%03,01% .. 1399-36,5'%
2000 34°-18,8'% 138°-39.2'%

28 November - Steaming as before enroute Waksyama from Yokosuka., MAISEY arrived

in ¥akayers and moored alcngsids IST-50 at 1050 to dischargs mall and 1ight
froight. LST-50 was moored to a stern anchor using 100 fathems of 1 5/8¥
wire. Thile HASSEY was moored alongsids, LST-50 yawsd radically end the

-anchor wire fouled MASSEY!S starboard propsller. With the oengines in a stand
by status, the Jacking gear turned the starboard over slowly and wound
ssveral round turns of wire on ths shaft, Ths cesualty was dicscovered prior
to ‘gatting underway end a divor sent down to doterzins the seriousnsss of
the fouling. 'The sssistancs of a tug and diving party was roquested from
ComSerDiv 103-B, CHAWASHA (ATF-151) moored alongsids to port at 1403 and
divers commenced working on the fouled shaft, When the three ships wore

. 8een 10 drag anchor repidly, CEAWASHA dropped her port anchor and picked wp
the strain en the LST-50 anchor sable outboard of the fouled ehaft and

took the cable aboard to her bits. This sotion rslisved 21l strain ¢n ths

- foulsd eection of the cable. LST-50 slipped the remaindsr of her cabls and
got waderway to archor .clear, Divers contimed to work below until 2300

at vhich time work was eecured for the night, the divers showing signs of

- f‘tim. Ve e ’
A . latdtde . Longltnde . Zane Time
0800 33%-48,0'0 134°~54.0'8 Mms 9,
1200 Welayerma, Jepan,
2000 . Eaknyama, Japan,

29 Eovezber - Moored as befors alongsids CHAWASHA (ATP~151) in berth B-48,

Wakayena, Jepan, Divers contirmed work in ettempting to clear wire from
starboard shaft with divers frcam USS GASCAIE (AD-16) assisting, . Although

‘two turns of wirs were rezoved, riding turns prevented further clearing,
A Diving'operations wore sscursd at sunest,

20 Novezber = Koored as before alongside CHAFASEA (ATF-151) in berth B-18,

Vakeyana, Japan, Diving operations wers resumed at 0800, It became obvicus.
the foulsd shaft eculd not be eleared by evallabls divers and equipment,

‘Both ends of the fouled wirs were brought en deck ard pecured. The wire was
then cut short ebove tha ttoppors and the fantail cleared. At 1551 MASSEY
got undervay on tho port engine and anchored in'a berth 500 yards north of
B-15, Wakayama, in proparation for sailing for Yokosuka the fellowing morning

in ascordance with CDS €6 dlspatch 300620 November,

— i vt £ o (o L i i e




U.S.8. MASSEY (DD-778)

' nmn/uz;l h 1 January 1946.
Sarials 01 ’

DECUARRIFIED

The Commanding Officer.
The Commender in Chief, United States Fleet,

an oo

To .
Subject: War Diary for Month of December.
Rsference: (&) Cominch 1tr PF1/a12-1/k16-3 (7152) of 29 October 1943,

Enclosure:  (A) War Diary of the U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-T78) for month of
’ © December 1945.

1. Subject report is herewith forwarded as enclosure (A).

7P omes

D. I. THOMAS.
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.'and divers went down to inspsct the fouled starboard shaft.

é=9

10

U.S5.8. MASSEY (DD-778)

VAR DIARY FOR DECENHER

-U.S.8, MASSEY (DD-778), commanded by Commandsr Donald I. Thomas, USH,
operated as a unit of Dosatrsyer Sguadron Sixuvy-Six under the operational
control of ComTeskCroup 55.4 (Commodore J.T. Bottom, ComTeskFlotOne,
VILLARD XEITE, Flagship). Current operational assignment is Wakayama =
Yokosuka destroyer courier.

December = 0995 KASSEY got underway from Takayama to Yokosuka in obedience to
CDS 66 dispatch 300625 November, as courier ship with two officers and twenty=
four enlisted passengers, 737 sacks of U.S. Mail. The voyage was mads on'

the port engine with the starboard shaft secured. No umusual difficulty was
encountered wiile steaming with starboard shaft secured.

December - Arrived at Yokosuka, at C940.

December - At 0945 salvage boat ARST-2 reported for duty from ComSerDiv 102
At 1245, after
cutting away a sector of the rope guard and the riding turns of wire, the

divers reported the starboard shaft ciesred. Dock trial indicsted no damage
to the starboard shaft,

December ~ 1102 Got underway to fuel alongside AUCILLA (A0~56). Upon
completion of fueling, at 1245, departed Tokyo Bay for Vakayama with 2 officers

and 14 enlisted passengers, and 156 bags of U.S. Mail, in obedience to CDS
66 dispatch 031010, .

December - Arrived Wakayama at 0741 And went alongside ENOREE (40-69) for -
fuel. Upon completion of fueling at 0836, anchored in berth B-35. After

‘receiving 6 officers and 46 ealisted passengers for transportation to the

United States, got underway at 1357 in company with PUTNAM (Flag, CDS 66,
and OTC), OVENS, and STRONG, for San Disgo, California via Eniwetok and
Pearl Harbor in accordance with ComFifthFleet dispatch 031111 December.,

December - Making passage from Wakayama, Japan to Eniwetok in company with
units of DesRon 66, Conducted ship and punnery drills, test firings,
enroute. WILLARD KEITH joined the Squadron at sea at daylight 6 December,

December - Arrived Eniwetok at 1044 M ond went alongside Y0-165 for fusl,
Upon. completion of fueling and after receiving 2 officers and 9 enlisted
passengers for transportation to the United States, got underway at 1336 X
for Pearl Harbor, T.H. in company with same units of DesRon 66,

11-14‘g%cember - Making passage from Eniwetok to Pearl Harbor, T.H. in-oompany

h units of DesRon 66,
-] o :
ENCLOSURE (4)
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COHFIDENTIAL |
oD778/ WAR DIARY FOR DECFMBER

15 December ~ Entered Pearl Harbor at 0720 and proceeded to moor alongside.
BEATTY (DD=756) in berth D-2, Fusled ship.

16 December - it 1352 got underway for San Diego, California in company with
_ units of DesRon 66, now designated as Task Unit 15,1.13.

B 17-20 December - Making passags from Psarl Harbor to San Diego, California in |
ocmpany with units of DesRon 66, Conducted engineering tests enrouts,
included steady run data with various boiler and engine ccmbinations,

2] December - At 1525 entered San Diego Harbor and moored alongside PUTNAM at
Navy Piler. All ‘separatees were disembarked,

!_
i
i

22 December - During the forenoon shiftad berth to buoy #25,

23-31 December - Moored to buoy #25, San Diego, California, for leave, liberty
and recreation,

- DEE

S T W I T ST

SUMMARY OF SHIP'S POSTITONS !
1 December ' 5 December . |
T “latitude Longitude Tima Iatitude Longitude ,
0800 . Wakayama, Jepan ‘ 0800 Wakayama, Japan , i
1200 339-49.01N 134,9-50,8'8 1200 Wakayama, Japan B
- 2000 - 33%-33,0'N 137°-02.8'%8 2000 33°-00.2'N  135°-51,5'E ;
; - 2 Dscember 4 6 Docember : .
i ‘0800 . Yokosuka, Japan - 08C0 31°.17,0tN Mg%.O!E :
i 1200 Yokosuka, Japan 1200 300-08.0'N  140.-19.7'E ‘
% 12000 Yokosuks, Japan 2000 28°38.0'N  141°-59.0'% i
December . 7 December . .
\‘. 0800 Yokosuka, Japan : 0300 26°-31.0'F  1440-30.9'E
1200 Yokosuka, Japan 1200 25°-9,0'N 146°-03.0'E |
.ot 2000 Yokosuka, Japan 2000 24°-13,5'F  WU8°-10,5'E | |
" L December . | 8 December ' |
Aﬁoo‘—“ Yokosuka, Japan TOB00 . 2103L.8'N  150°-50.5'E {!
1200 Yokosuka, Japsn ' 1200 1°-10.0'F  1529-20,0'E
2000 33°-52,518 137°-38,0'E 2000 19%-42,0'N  1540-06,0'R
| O
-2~ i
i
ENCLOSURR (4) |
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CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)
DD778/ WAR DIAXY FOR DECEMBER
9 Decembsr 15 December
Tims Iatituds Longitude Times Iatitnde Longitudse -
0800 175716, 5X 15""2%~47.o"x 080w Pearl Barbor, T.H.
1200 . 16°-17,0'H  157°-48.0'% 1200 Pearl Harbor, T.H;
2000 140-21,0'H  159°-52,5'% 2000 Pearl Harbor, T.H,
10 Decsopber ) 16 Decembar
0800 Eniwetok, Marshall Islands 0800 Pearl Harbor, T.H,
1200 Eniwstol, Marhhall Yslands 1200 Pearl Harbor, T.H. :
2600 Eniwetok, Marshall Islands 2000 219-59,5'N 1560-15,5'W
11 December . _ - 17 December ,
00 12°-55,0'N  167%-59.0'E 0800 230-17.0'N - 153°-0L.5'W
1200 Eg—Bh.O‘N 169°-01,0!E 1200 23°%-50,0'N 151°-50.5'%
2000 U°o22,0t8 0 1719-36,0'E 2000 24,°-50,5tN  14,0°-50,0'N
f)eoembor 18 December
T 0800 15%-55,0'F 1759-22,0'E 0800 26°-13.5'N 1459-01.0'W
1200 15 -40.0'N  176°-35,0'B 1200 269-37,5'H  1439-47.0'W
2000 160-20,0'N  1789-56.0'E 2000 27°-35,0tK  141°-04.0'W
Crossed date line, 19 Deceaber '
. . 0800 . 28%45.0!'N 1369-57,0'F
12 December 1200 29°-05,0'N 1359-39,0'W
G800 - 15°%-21,5'K  177%-22,0'F 2000 290-51,0'K 132°-37,0'H,
200 159-40,0'N  176°-23.0'E _ :
2000 18°-11,5tN 178%-56.0'E 20 December o
- : 0800 30‘0’—242.5'}1 128 -27.9'W
13 December 1200 31°-01,5'N 127°-01.0'% .
0800 17921.5'F  1779-25.0'W 2000 31°-34.0'N  124°-01,5'W - .
1200 17°%-43.0!'N 176 =-23.0'W , ‘
.. 2000 18°-11.5'8  173°-54.0'W 21 December
, ' 0800 320-22.0'11 m:-omozw
"L December ‘ 1200 320-32,0'K  1189-50,5'% .
0800 20°-03.5'N  1630-39.0'W 2000 San Diego, California,
1200 20038 51N 162°-29,0'W
. 2000 20°-19.0'N  160°-13,0'N 22 - 31 December
. . ~ 8an Diego, Cn]ifvomi&.:
-3 -
ENCLOSURE (A)
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DD778/

6~9 Decexber,

STMUARY CF AMUNTITION EXPRADED

U.s.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

2), rounds 5%/38 (VT fused p;'ojectilog).

60 rounds 40 mm.

300 rounds 20 em.

-l -

ENCLOSUEE (A)
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e I : U.5.8. MASSEY (DD778) Er

L TeTtsaa~y

Lo | /23
L IOTTe/as-3 ( 092) RS0 4.
DECLASSIFIED b St
) R - oy Ey T TR
Frop The Commanding Officer, B, 20eT NO 66
To  The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet, ] -
Via ¢ . (1) The Commander Task Group 31,5, '

(Commander Destroyer Squadron SIXTY-THREE), -
. (2) e Commander Task Force 31, -
_ (Comminder Amphibious Fores'5, U.6, Pacifie Flact),
; gSg The Commander THIRD Flee,

' . 4) The Commander in Chief, U.S..Pacific Fleet,

Subject: - Action Report - Okinawa Gunto Operations, for perioq.z MAY ¢ .
> . . to 24 June 1945, '
- Roference:  (a) PacFlt Conf. Ltr, 1CL-45 datod 1 Jamuary 195,
s B PART T
BRIEF SUMMRY

i © A, MASSEY was attached to Task Groups 51.5 and 31,5 from 2 May until 24
June and during that time performed duties as radar picket and radar piecket
support vessel in the Okinawm screen, During ths above period this vessel
was under attack by eneny aircraft on several occasions and on every oscasicn
. but one the planes directly attacking this vessel were cither shot down or
damaged and driven off, The one exception was a surprise suicide type night
diving attack by a float plane which ovorshot tho ship, Six encmy aircraft ;
were destroyed by own gunfire unassisted, throe by gunfire assists with one

- ‘other ship, and several other planes were seen to retire damaged after
S starting attack, .

' PART IIT
CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF ACTION

3 Moy 1945

’ 0001 Anchored in Hagushi Beach Transport Area after reporting to CTG 51,5
: ' . for duty, ~

Moonrise 22263 Moonset 0825

S 0700 Commanding Officer attended conference in BISCAYNR and received verbal
L o orders to proceed to Radar Picket Station #2 to relieve GAINARD,

1100 Underwey for Radar Picket Station #2,

- 1200 Weather; Overcast, light varinble brooze » smooth sea, surfacs visibility
good, : : .

s v R i s ey b

I ‘ : 1524 Relieved GATNARD on station and commenced patrol es support ship for
; LOWRY. S8et condition of readiness "One-Eagy', .

, 1618 General Quarters for- possibls air attack from the North, gAp splashed
L . .Dinah overhead at 34,000 feet, :
’ - — : 74¥
SRR R 2 . . .
131618 fayd i ks o
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- oopre/mbes 092 S 7 July 1945
CONFIDENTIAL . -
Subject: Action Report ~ Okinawa Gunto Operations, for peried 2 MAY =

to 24 June 1945,

- A A am mm My s e W Ve WM e Sk e we W ER s e R e Nm e - ar = o we W s o wn Es

L May 1945 Moonrise 0012; ’Moonset 102
0200 Generzl Quarters for possible air at’c‘ac}c.

oot

0226
0408

- .ship and passed ovorhead at an altitude of 40O feet.

0505

0740
o2

Opéned fire on enemy. aircraft at 10,000 yards, Plane feveraed course
and retired at 240 knots, 4

Ceased firing.

Enemy float plane ‘come oub of lend echoes at 7,000 yards, dove on
Secured from General Ouarters, set condition "One-Easy" as planes
cleared the area, )

General Quarters for possible air ottack from the North,

CAP shot down one plane to the North. Numerous groups of enemy plancs '

in the northeastern sector from 10 to 15 miles, CAP engaged ensmy when .

" visual contact was possible.

0820

0825
0831

0836

Commenced maneuvering at high speed keeping threatening planes on the

‘beam, Two planes storted to dive out tothe North. CAP shot down both

planes at about 12,000 yards,

Yany dog fights and splashes by CAP.

Two Zekes started dives at MASSEY and LOVRY from starboord beam, Plane

headed for MASSEY hit repectedly, burned, and then wings fell off at
500 yards, Plane crashed 50 yards on port gquarter of MASSEY. XNo.
damrge to MASSEY, The other plane crashed close aboard LOWRY doing
some damage to that ship., Zske which attacked MASSEY gave sigml for
simultaneous attack by rocking wings bofore starting power glide,

Vel circling to get on our tail, came’in from about 5,000 fcet in a 30°

" dive, Oponed fire, burned plene at 2,000 yards but planc kept coming

0955
1018

1104

11200

for the bridge. At 500 yards, one wing was knocked off and the plane
lurched to the right, pessing over the forecastls to cresh in the sea,
No damage to-MASSEY, '
Secured from General Nwarters-as enemy planes clsared the area, -
General Quarters for possible aiv attack,

Secured from General ﬁuarters as enemy plane left the area,

Weather- Clear, scattered clouds, cloud cover O, l;_, light variable broeze,
smooth sea, surface visibility very good. : 7</y

-2
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«, oirre/ate-s (092 , 7 July 1965
COHFIDENTIAL
Subject: ‘Action Report - Okinawa Gunto Operztions, for period# 9 MAY
to 24 June 1945,
4 ):'a;r 39::,5-0211275.; ------ ST T TTTTTTETmmEm T
1633 General QuArters for possible air attack,
1704 Secured from General (uerters as enomy plane left the area.
19(')4_ General Qu,“rters for pousible air attack.
_2000 Secured from General Nuarters as enecy plune left the area,
5 Vay 1945 ' N Meonriie 0101; Moonset 1201 last Quarter

0530 CAP of 18 pLa.nes on station,

0207 Enemy plane bearing 015°(T)- 30 adlss, closing.
0210 Crew to General Nuarters,

0245 HASSEY Opened fire on enemy plane at range 8 000 yards, bearing 345°(T);
plans dived and reversed course retiring %o North .

0340 Low flying plane skirted fornution at distance 8 miles from bearing
230°(T) to 3509(T) then hoaded North without threatoning. Plane flew
“about 2 miles Tast of Theye Jima using lindmark for concealment,

0346 Observed enemy plene shot down by night fighter to North about 12 miles.

O450 Plane shot down by night fighter bearing 037°(T), 12 miles,

1200 Voathor: Woathor ch‘.ngon.blo§ seattored raing, wind 1lisht from 1009(T),

.sea light swell from 100° (T), visibility pood overcast ceiling 1000~
3000 fest,

Exercised crew at General (juarters several times during dey and even- -
ing, but raids did not attack and no firing was done by MASSEY,

6 Yoy 1945 . * Moonrdise 0148; Moonset 1303

0210 Enemy plane came in vicinity from North passed to West at distance oi‘
about 10 miles, Appecred to be heckler or snooper,

0409 Observed AA fire oni Okinawa,

© 0505 Secured from General uerters, Went to Goneral Quartors several times

during day when cnemy planes reported in vicinity,

.

1121 Friendly Corsair shot down by mistake by another friendly plane, crashed
Just south of Yoron Jima, Pilot landed in parachute atout 1500 yards

[

e e e e ] et 4

off beach. MASSIY dispatched LCS and LSif to pick up pilot while 742

covering him from beach action, Corsairs strafed beach and island of 1

Yoron Jime starting a number of fires, : 3 ;
. _3_ ’;



to 24 June 1945,

T W m e s e s mm et e e e e e mt ew me ar an o am me e ew e me am
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L. 9 DDT78/A16-3 (033 7 ouly 1945 -
3 :}4: . K b . .
y CONFIDENTIAL . . |
' Subject: Action Report - Okinawa Gunto Operations, for period m § MAY ™ i

é May 1945 Cont!d,

1150 1CS picked up pilot who was unharmed and identified-himself as Major
: "Kammerer, USMCR. 4

1150 Received CTG 51.5 dispaﬁch 052321 directing that all ships on Radar

Picket Station #2 rsturn to Hagushi, Proceeded to Hagushi Beach having
other ships of stititn form up astern. .

. 1200 Weather: Clear; moderate wind from 280°(T); sea light, some swells
P _ . from 300°(T); visibility very good, cloud coverage 0,6, _ ‘

1610 Reperted to CTG 51.5 by radio and wes instructed to depart from . a l ‘

company with other members of Radar Pickect Station 72 end procecd to
- Kerama Retto to replenish fuol and ammunition,

7 May 1945 _ - Moonrise 0233; Hoonset 1406

1025 Completed replenishmont fuel and ammunition. Underway, proceeded out
. of Korama Retto to Ingushl Beach and anchored in berth H-105,

1200 Weathers:

8 Jay 1945 toonrise 03153 Moonset 1510

1200  Weather: Raining, passing showers, .visibility poor, sky mostly over—
- cast, :

tvam et e TS Mg Pb o A ot e bty e s oe a s o

9 Yay 1945 ‘ - Moonriso 0356 ; Hoonset 1615

Cloudy, low visibility, clouds moving from MME to SSNW. : ]!
' {
1200 Weather; Clear with few clouds, visibiiity good,

. - t
1319 Underway on signal from CDS 64 to form AA patrol screen, 1500 yerds Il
to westward of Transport Area.

1847 Eneny. planes closing from West, 290%(T) - 4O miles, Gcneral Quarters, . s!
: o 2115 Enemy planes dropped bombs on Yontan Field,

1 ' 2135 Secured from General Tuarters,
L :

2247 'Anchored in position just outside of Transpat Area, There wore

;o ‘ sevoral succeeding air raids during remainder of night and the -ship
S : was at Cencral Quarters unmtil 0435, -

" 10 Yay 1945 ] loonriss 0437; Moonset 1722 -

! 0759 Underway in company vith PRITCHETT to RP #7 where relieved GAINARD and
_ : DITTER, PRITCHEIT OTC, Fighter Director team in PRITCHETT. 742
1200 Weather: Clear with middle and high clouds, visibility gzood, 1dght

=3
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Subject: “Actlon Roport ~ Okinawa Cunto Operation, for periocd ‘T MAY ¢

- o oy

Yarch to 24 June 1945,

10 May 1945 Cont!d,

1922

1200

0245
1200

1519
1853

2035.

breeze of about 4 knots,

General Ouwrters for evening alert, Several bogles appeared in south-
west bul none within firing range. No attacks on RP#7, -
2055 Secured from General Qurters,
11 May 1945 Moonrlse 0519; Moonset 1828
0715 General Quarters vhen unidentifind plane in vicinity 18 milss boaring
250%(T); securcd when cleax,
0837 General Quartars, approach of hostile plines from southwest, None
 came within gun renge, Considerable air activity rcported in area
northwest of Okimawa; numerous enomy planos mada torpedo, bombing,
and suicide attacks.on picket staticns; lnrge numbor of planes shot
~ down by CAP,
1200 Weather: Clear with middle end high clouds, visibility good, slight
*  breeze, :
1910 General Quarters for evening alert. Visibility poor, foz and haze =
. evening quiot,
12 Yay 1945 . Moonrise 0603; Moonset 1937
Weather: Clear, visibility good,

Day quiet, no planes in vicinity,

13 May 1945

Moonrise 06513 Moonsot 2044

Genoral Quarters; unidentified planos approaching from Aest at 30
miles but bogles paosed without coming within gun range,

Weather: Cleur, middle and high clouds, visibility good, slight
breeze, : .

Relleved by WALKE and proceeded to Hagushi Anchoragoe,

Genoral Quarters upon approach of enemy plane to Northwest, made smoke
when directed, ’

Secured from General Quarters, area clcar,.
74
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BONFIDERTIAL
Subject: Action Report - Okinawa Gunto Operation, for period 9 MY

to 24 June 1945,

f _ | 1) May 1945 ‘ Hoonrise 0741;5 Moonset 2148 -
0302 General Quarters for possib;e air attack, planes to Northwest,
0406 Secured from Genoral Mwriers.

0906 Underway and fuoln feon: SCUSATONIC,

P 1200 Weather: Cloar, visibility escelient., Jighi sea from 280°(T), light
. breeze from 2800(‘1'). '

1237 Genoral Quarters, oncmy plune in risintor bearing 135°(7) - & miles,
Secured from General Quarters when Linh Jlylig plane cloared area,

1305 Anchored in berth H-182 Hagushi,
1900 General Quarters, enemy plane reported 20 miles to South,
2002 Secured from General Quarters, enemy plancs clearod,

15 ¥ay 13&5 Moonrise 084L0; L{oonsot 2247
1200 Weather: Passing °howors, overcast, low clouds , visidility poor,

1819 Enemy plenes reported to Northwost at 35 miles, Ceneral Quarters.

Ordered by CTG 51,5 dispateh 150909 to got underway in Trensport
AA screen,

2050 Anchored and secured from Gonoral Nuarters when all planes clear of

arcea,
16 May 19L5 Moonrise 0938; Moonset 2341
0308 Enemy plane approaching from North and West; ship to Gencral (uarters, l
. Yade smoke as requested,

0313 Noted explosion on beach in vieinity of Yontan Field as msul’c of
' eneny bombs,

!
|
[ . ) L=
C 0459 Set condition “One-Easy‘", planes clour of area, - }
[ N 0700 Set condition II, ,\ ]

. 0819 Underway for Xeram: Rotto and there obtained roplucement 40mm hydraulie
P : train unit from HADIEY whe had bsen damaged in earlier air action. . !

. 1200 Weather: Clear, high clouds, slight broeze, : 7(/2/

% S é:
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= N ¢ oorre/aie-3 ((92) . : 7 July 1945 7 _?
- A1 S - Coe
o | | Subject; Action Report - Okinawa Gunto Opertions , for period ZMAY
— ' . o ti b Jane LS. 5
_ P i7_ Maz 945 77 loonrise 1036; Moonsct 000l !
T .~ 1134 Departed Kemma Rstto and proceeded to Hagushi '
== ' . 100 Woather: Clear, middla and high clouds, visibility excellen‘b slight

_ : breeze,
B ’ 1717 Underway and reported to D3 46 for duty in. Trampoft 44 screen,

Went to General Querters geveral times during night, but no bogles

e . ( approached within gun ranga.
. , 'V " 18 May 194 Moonrise 1133; Moonuot 0028 lst Quarter
. . ! " 0042 Anchored Hagushi Beach Transport arce,

- 1200 Weather: Cloudy, low and middle cloudu » visibility vory poor, slight
: breeze,’

1753 Underway to take AA screening stetion A-37 neor Ie Shima,

1855 Bogles 350%(T) - 16 miles and 0389( T) - 23 miles closing; Genoral
i _ : : Quarters,

: ' - 1933 Arrived on station A-37 cnd commenced patrol,

23L6 Secured from Genoral Quarters, Several bogies passed closq, but still
outside effective gun range, Fire on enemy aircraft at night not

1: ©° generally opened unless wo have good solution and range closes to v
. : : 7,000 yards, L

iy , 19 Mﬂz 1945 : Moonrise 1228; Moonset 0110 }
" : :‘ 0520 Procceded to Radar Picket Station #15 in accordance CTG 51.5 dispatch

i ' 181230,

L 0745 Relieved DREXIER on Radar Picket Station #15 , pa'crollino in company

i ' with WADSWORTH.
; }_{ - 1200 Weather: Rainy, foggy; visibility poor; l.ight.sea light wind,

- 1425 TOOTE reported as additional support ship; fell in in column astern.
' , Weather poor for flying all day, no air activity,

| G : . " 20 Moy 1945 Moonrise 1321; Moonset 048
1200 tWeather: Rainy all day, low clouds, overcast, visibility peor.,

1823 General Quarters when enemy plancs approached from Northwest and West,

. - . Plones ottacked several othor stations, but did not closs within our 741/ I
i ‘ ) firing range,
‘ : 2107 Secured from General Quarters; area clear of enemy plamss, f}
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CONFIBENTIAL . , 4 l
Subject; Action. Roport = Okinawa Gunto Operations, for period OMAY
i to 24 June 1945, ' ’
} May 1945 o T ) ;ioén;i;e l‘l-q,lh;-},{c-)onset 0222 A

00LO ~General Quarters for possible air attack,

’; | . 0054 Secured from General duarters when plzne passed out of vicinity,
. 1200 Teather: Passing rhowers, low clouds, overcaut, visibility ve'ry. poor,
1818 BRADFORD joined formntion, 'BRADi-'CRD to rellovo WADSWRTH at daybreak.

] . 1840 General Quarters when enemy planes apn:owched from North, secured when
clear,

2 May 1914.2 ‘ : Moonxr aa L504; Moonsc_at 0254

0520 BRADFORD relieved the WADSWORTH as Fighter Director ship; WADSTORTH
departod formation, Flying weather very poor.

1200 Weather: Cloudy, low clouds, slight breeze, visibility poor.

o et s

2319 Several bogies reported closing bearing 3520(T)= 32, 0050(T)= 34 ard
0159(T)~ 36, Genersl Quarters, Bogies continued approach,

, 23 Yay 1945 : Yoonrise 1554: Moonset 0326

| : 0000 Steaming in company FOCTE and BRADFORD (OTC and Guide) on Radar Picket
; ' Station #15; cnemy aircr:ft closing from North and Northeast,

J B e e T S

0106 BRADFOTD opened fire on enemy plane to Vest; MASSEY ouickly followed.
‘ 0107 Ceased firing when plane radically changed course and retired.-
. 0140 Vicinity clearsd of planes, socured from General Quarters,

1200 Vieather: Passing showsrs, low clouds, visibility very poor, light
air, .

| - 1700 WATTS joined formation; will relieve MASSEY at daylight, WATTS fell
% o - _ Director ship leading,

i

|
"in astern in colum, Four DD's in column, BRADFORD (OTC) ard Fighter ‘ }

:

!

i o 2012 Numerous raids from Northwest, North, and Northeast, Planes appcar to
i ; o be making coordinated approaches, General Cuarters for air attacks. '

I S 2024 Changed speed of formtion o 30 knots,

{ 2031 WATTS opened fire to East, 74/;/
‘ij . . : . ! ’ !
‘. : o 2033 WATTS ceased fire whon plane turned awey, Planes forming for attack

i . to Northwsst at 1, miles, N ’ %

i

:
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~ COMIDETIAL _
Squect: Action Report « Okdnawa Gunto Operations, for poriod R
- to 24 June 1945. 2 MAY
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23 May 1945 contld,

2036 MASSEY opened fire, following BR:DFORD, at plane bearing 3409(T) at
range 8,000 yards; plane mancuvered vigorously ard opened to ten
miles, Plane skirted forration at 10 miles, mide several feints
then headed out to Nor’hwest. : :

o 2048 Secured from Geaer.n. Mirhers.,

2319 General Quarters for air attack,

2345 -Formation was steaming at 29 knots znd c*anging coursc-to loft avoide L
ing plane on the bow, whon combat noted “has a planc which had been
orbiting at a distiance of approximetely 70 niles on our starboard g .
quarter had moved in and was meking a rui from astern, MASSEY turned . l
1
§

right and pulled out of colurm to keop piane on beam and take it undey
fire at 7,000 yards range, : :

2347 Plane bearing 165°(T) splashed by MASSEY at range of about 1500 yards,
P 2L M.az 1945 E e Moonrise 1645; Hoonset 0358
0013 'MASSEY rejoined group taking position in colum astern of BRADRORD,

0033 . Opened fire following BRADFORD at plare on port beam 280°(T) at |
' 11,000 yards. Planc maheuvered and opened out,

0041 WATTS, FOOTE and BR:DFORD fired on plane on starbocrd bow OI;Oo(T).
LASSEY withheld fire and continued tracking plane at 0859(T) at 12
riles; also to watch plane at 3539(T) ~ 1, , '

.. 0055 -1CS 121 reported that a near miss by bombs from plane on starboard
: beam had blovn a six inch hole in the side of LCS, killing two and

seriously wounding thres,

0108 Plane on port bow on run in, appeared to be making a determinod
' attack on formation,

I : s 2318 Numerous enemy plancs “o North end Newbh mgh,

QlO9 BRADFCRD, FOOTE,P WATT3 opened fire,

’, . .0110 When tracking disclosed-that planc had started to dive ot formation,
l’ e YASSEY opened fire et 5,000 yards, Planc flamed at 2,000 yards and
i - . apreared to be chewed up by 4Omm fire as he approached head-on,
P

!

e R i

[ ' S ‘ . BRADFORD as "joint k111", Yk

[ | o g

' - . - ——— —

o

0110 Plane crashed bearing 330°%(T)- 800 yards. Credited to MASSEY end
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Subject: Action Report - Okinawa Gunto Operations, for poriod Ipsbeesh

to 2l+ June l9l+50
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2L May 1945 Contld,

During this engagement ninotoen raids passed in vicinity of Radar
Picket Station #15. A total of six kills was rocorded: MASSEY -~ 1
unassisted; MASSEY and BRADFORD ~ 1 split; FOOTE - l, VIATTS = 13
all four ships -~ 1 joint; 10S 121 - 1,

0245 Secured from Goncral Quarters,

0320 Raids closing from North and Northoast., General erters. Raids
: passed about 15 miles to east then to south, '

0450 MASSEY departed formation and procecded to Hagushi in accordance with
" 016 51.5 dispateh 230203 and fuoled ag d'rected from SUAMICO thonce
proceeded to Kerama Roetto for ammunitlon and provision replcnislments.
1200 Weather: Clear, middle and high clouds , visibility very good, light air,
25 May 1945, e Moonrisc 1737; Moonset O431

0307 Enemy plane reported in vicihity. General Quarters. During day many
enemy planes came into Okinawa area and many wore shot down,

1200 Veather; Passing showers, middle and low clouds, visibility very poor,
‘light air. : L

1233 Undorway and proceeded to }Iagushi Beach, and anchored at 1513.,

1625 Underway to escort damaged ship (ROPER, APD-ZO) to Kerama Retto as
‘directed by CTG 51.5 radio dispatch 250828,

1755 Parted company with ROFER at Kerama Rotto and returned to anchorage at
Hagushi,

26 Yay 19L5 - Yoonrise 1831; Hoonset 0505,
1200 Weather: ~ Pagsing showers, low clouds, visibility very poor, light air,

1537 Received report that possible air attack was forming to Vest, General
’ Quarters,

1613 Underway on signal from DS 6 and procecded to station #5 in Transport
AA Screen,

2019 Secured from General Nuarters and proceeded to Hagushi anchorage on
sigral from CDS 66,

2 27 Yay 1945 ‘ Voonrise 192'6 loonset 0543, Full Moon,‘

747
0/00)8 Designation of units of TF51 now changed to those of TF 31 in accord— ]
ance dispatch 260755 of June of CTF 51, _ }O :

~10-




r‘_,_; ‘

i

_ T T e e et e e

|

o b ot t t t ht + e

¥

¥t

,DD778/A15-3(09é S 7 gy 1945 - .

CONFIDERTIAL

Subjecty Action Roport -~ Okinawa Gunto Oporations, for poried ‘9 MAY !

to 24 June 1945.
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27 ¥ay 1945 Gontrd,

0725
0744
" 0800
0809
0841
0937
101,

1056
1120
1200,
1300

1305

0059

0103

0105
0154 .

0321

0659

Enemy planes rsported to Southwest, General Nuaters,

Underway in accordancu signal from CDS 46 and took station #5 in Trans~’
port AA screen, .

Recelved message that BRATME had been hit by suicide plane en RPS #5,

Proceeded at best speed Lo Radar Picket Station #5 for duty in accord- -
ance CTG 31,5 dispatch 262308 in company DYSON.

Secured from Generel Quarters.,

General Quarters, cnemy plane reported over Scuthern Clkdinawa,

Set condition I "gm,
Set conditich IT watch,

Arrived Radar Picket Station #5 in company with DYSON and commenced
patrol,

Weather: 1dght showers » middle and high clouds s visibility poor but
inereasing, light air, . .

W.D. PORTER joinod on station, tock over Fighter Direction.:

DfSON departed station as escort for damzged ship, 1MASSEY assumed QTC,'

28 Yay 1945 Hoonrise 2021; liconset 0624

Bogey 170° - 35..

General Quarters, Bogey at 170° -~ 27, another bogey at 340° - 30,
> .

I"ASSEY designated PORTER to take southern target, MASSEY the northern,

PORTER opened fire on plare to south and plane turned sharply and opéneci. v

Plane to north (MASSEY!s target) upon ssaing fire opened, turned quickly
and retired o north, ¥ASSEY did not fire, - '

Secured from General (uarters,

General Quarters, Eogey closing on bearing 335° - 27. One Tony shot

down by CAP eight miles to Eestward, This Tony dropped boxb and attemp=
ed to get clear when CAP started after him, ' :

~
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CONFIDENTIAL O
i : - q. -
i o ' Subject: Action Report - Okinawa Gunto Opomtions, for periodl 2MAY . l
! - . - to 24 June 1945, ..
| L 2 ey agks SR loonrise 2116; Moonset 0709, . ,

0515 GYIN Joined VASSEY and PORTER.
0620 GWIN assumed OTC.

l . o 1200 Weather: CloucLy, Jow clouds , visibility poor, breeze of about 5 knots
] ‘ Cs from NE.
%

‘ 1830 General Quarters for evening alert., i~ny planes in small groups approache 1
vt ed Okinawa from ndrth and we.,t' nono c.uno closer than 20 miles to Radar
Picket Station #5.
1944 Secured from General Quarters,
30 ey 1945 - Moonrise 2209; Noonset 0801
During morning weather closed in and visibility very poor, §
. . )

1% 1330 'FULLAM relleved LASSEY on station, VASSEY procceded to Hhgushi in accord=
' ance CTG 31.5 dispatch 300057,

; 31 May 1945 .- Yoonrlse 2300; Moohset 0857. , o
| A :
\ { -~ - 02L4 General Quarters when planes reported closing from northeast,

- 0300 Secured when all .cloar.

1 0736 . Underway in accordance CTF 31,5 dispatch 302313 and prclceoded to Korems
o Retto, ,

;‘ g ‘ 1235 .Con:menced 3 days at anchor availability to install fightor director goar,

7297
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. % CONFIDENTIAL | | .

Subject: - Action Report - Oldnawa Gunto Oporation, for period from 2 MAY ™
. through 24 June 1945, .

1 Juns 1945 Lioonrise 2349j Moonset 0956,

1200 Veather: Clear, light breeze from 190°(T), light sea from 210°(T), visibility
good, cloud cover 0,9, o

1940 General Quarters upon recelving enemy plans report, _ : :
2021 Secured from Generdl {marters vhen all snemy planes left area; . ’ _

2June 1915 toonrise 0011; lMoonset 1056,

P .

1200 Weather: Showeré, complete overcast, light breeze from 195°(T), slight sea
: visibility fair to poor,

’
L4

3 June 1915, . lioonriss 0033; lioonset 1157
: ' last Quarter,

P 0241 General Quarters for threatening air etteck; made smoke ds directed,
: 0307 Secured from General Quarters, T )
0800 Underway for Hagushi Beach anchorcge, - .

1200 .Weather: rain, light easterly breeze, light easterly sea, good to fair

surface visibility, cloud cover 0,8,

1238 General Quarters for possible air atteck,

1250 Underwey to take placsé in Transport A4 screen,

1604 Returncd to anchorage, _ ‘

AR SUIPIVERTI O I 4

L June 19L5 ) ' lioonrise 0113; Yoonset 1259,

0350 Undermy for Radar Picket Station #9 (about 50 miles southvest ol Okdinawa
Shima) to relieve SPROSTON, '
0720 Received plcket siction orders from SPROSTON who roturmncd to porty joined
“1.D;, PORTER and WILLARD KBITH o3 additiciel support ahip, VASSIZY angumed .
OTC, formud ships in column, distance 800 yards, and commenced patrol at 15°
knots on courses 150°(T) and 330°(T), W.D, FORT:R is fighter director ship,
Support craft are ICS's 112, 113, 117 (S0P of support craft), and 1CS 92
who are patrolling 2000 yards to the southwest of the destroyer track on
parallel courses,
1000 Reccived typhoon warning, : :
1200 Weather: Rain,‘moderate sca from 210°(T), light wind Irom 190°(71),
visibility poor, completely overcast, ‘
.1202 " In accordance with CTF 31 despatch, directed LCS support group to proceed to
: Hegushi Boach; . . "
1315 In reinstorm, sighted mine 75 yards doad choad and avolded the mine by quick
Ce mneuvering, Emergency signal was hoisted and varning sent to other ships by
TBS, WiD.PORTER was instructod to sink the mine which she did in Lotitude
. 259591, Longitude 1269-56!'E, The minc vas identificd as Japanese Typa 93,
. Mod, 1,
1452 General Quarters for nossible oir attack, ,
1527 Secured from Gonoral Quarters when encmy planas cleared the area, |
1643 MASSEY in company vAth W,D,PORYER and STODDARD departed Radar Picket Station e
#9 for Nakagusuku Van to report to CTG 31,19, i
2035 - Anchored in Berth B-L6 s Nalogusuku Vlan of Okdinave Shima on order of GG 31,19,

- - 5
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Subject: Action Roport - ‘Okindva Gunto Operation, for pu.riod from

S ) through 24 June 1945, _ 2MAY .
“ ------ r==—-==-==-===- _‘ -------------------- iaf et ‘
f 5 June 1915 ' liconrise 0153; Moonsat 11;01.' |

0510 MASSEY W.D. PORTER and STODDARD relcused frort duty vith -CTG 31,19 «nd procecde
1 out of harbor to resume duty on Rador Plcket St:t:.on #9 on order cf C’IG 31, 5.
3 : 092l Arrived on station ana resumed patrol, ‘
: 0948 General quarters vha -« bogay waported i vieilndty,
1200 Woather: Scattecod waln, 1ight Lreeze nand cet. from lOOO(T), surface visibilit
good, completely overcust.

1850 Sounded general quarters feor avenlng al crh.
2049 Secured from general quarters, ’
¥ ..+ 2200 Received word o night figh%er vmJ l.st no:thiest of Radar-Picket Statlon {9,

. _ On requost, W.D.,PCRTER iircd‘ono starsiell svery two minutes to aid the lost
| i plans in homing.
| . 2241 V.D.PORTER ceased firing,

| | 6 Juhe 1915 loonriso 0229; loonset 1505,
E: 1145 General quarters on report of plane contact; securcd shortly thorenftor on a1l
i clear, . .

! 4

¥ 1200 Weather: Clear, good vjuibility, broken clouds and haze, sea slight, wind
: about 10 knots from 320°(T),
. . 114 General quarters on report of planc contact; secured shortly +hereafter on !
¢ | : all clear, '
o ' 1540 CLAXTON assumed OTC ahd formed the threc destroyers in en equilateral triaqglc
T ' ' on a 1500 yard circle, Axis 330°(T)& CLAXTON #lé MASSEY #2, and STODDARD ¥
¥ o - and commenced patrol on courses 150°%(T) and 330°(T) ot 15 knota.
& 1615 General quarters on reporkod plane contact, _ .
i ' 1717 Sgcurced from guncral quarters when plane clesred ared,
: 1755 Four Thunderbolts departed for base leaving four FAU's in CAP and two FLUTs

i on Rader. Picket Patrol, )
f : 1852 General quarters for cvening alert, . '
T P 1854 Supar Georgo operator reported o "possibly bogey! at 240°(T), distance 15
g i i miles, This contact was broadcast on TBS,
b ' 1855 MASSEY again roported bogey at "240°(T) - 12", Other ships still did not seco,
1K : Control ''designoted! on thé target,

1857 Bogey at 225°(T) - 7 miles, Other shipo pickcd up bogey, Visual

‘ . jdentificotion of planés was two Zckes, one Val, ono unlduntificed, Roid split,
ik s - 1858 Vient to spscd 20 lmots, Two planes closing; wcnt to 30 knots, Friondly
' C fighters present could not intercept becausc of suddennoss of approach and
cloud cover which provented sighting, Two Zekes appeared to be making run

. R

on port beam, Control and main battery on forvard (right) plane, automatic %
FLU's came into line of sisht ot about 10,000 yards and fire had to be Ce

temporarily checked until ihe enemy plancs had epproached to about 7000 yords

at which time (1900) #1 was taken under fire again by the main bottery and

ghor% ly thercafter #2 was taker urndor fire by tho automatics, The ship wos
brought slightly left to kecp the pirnes on the beani, Plane #1, continued

to close to about 3500 yards vVhen ho cub across plaue #2's tmck than 1t 2 ‘/V
was gcen plene #1 was going to poss astern of the ship, the mein battery

o 1+

“ ' ‘ - weapons wotching second plane, to left of-and behind tho first plane, Two
| - ‘
\
|
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Subject: Action Report ~ Okindwa Gunto Operstion, for puriod from™’9 MAY ©

. through 24 June 1945,
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6 June 1945 (continued)

1910
1923
1925
1932
1933

1934

1938

1940
1941

. plane,

ghifted fire to plane #2 which had closed to 1200 yards héaded for the bridge
structure, 4t 900 yerds plane #2 changed course to right., The planc was
being hit repeatedly with 20mm and 4Omm and ite course sas continually
altered tovmrd the ship's stern, Plane. #2 misscdtstern and crashed about

40 yards on the staibizard quarter. Planc {1 had passeéd about 1500 yards astem
and .was reported burning by the after contiol officer, Plano #1 vas then
taken under fire by S10DDnUD and creshed shortly thereafter on the opposite
side of the formtion at about, 1902, Planes #3 and {4 in the meanwhile had
crossed astorn ot about 10 miles, *lan: 3 now made a fast approach on the
starboard side and was teken under fire Ly CLAXTON or STCDDAID or both,
Plans #3 splashed at cbout 1903, Plenc il was tracked at about: 12 miles

.astern during the previous three attacks cnd /s now sighted making o dive

from about 5 miles on our storboard quarter.: Ship wos swung right, Speéd
30 knots, = Control was coached on 4, a Zeke, by combat and tho lookouts,
FLU's swooped dovm to about 3000 feet on the starboard quarter and some of
the automitic weapons firod a fow bursts at them buofore shifting fire to Zeke
on the same bearing. ot about 4500 yards, At 3500 yards the min battery
opened fire and threec 5"/38 projectiles in rapid succession burst benezth
the Zeke, The Zeke oxploded in flames and dove at about 70°7in a spiral

to crash 1200 - 1500 yards on the HASSEY!S starboard quarter,

All ships reported tho area cloar of unidentified plenes,

Slowed to 15 knots,

Radar Picket Potrol and CAP dispatched to base;

Suger Cherlie picked up bogey '"bearing 295°(T), distance 11 miles",
Information broadcast to other ships, i ‘ .
Suger Charlie operctor reported !"Bogey bearing 290°(T), distance 10 miles,
closing - several plancs", Control coached on, )

OTC changed course to 030°(T) then to 050°(T) and changed speed to 20 knots’
and to 25 knots. Control rcported plancs as !"Five Vals « low on the witer®,

.Suger George rader operator reported the raid at 296°(T), distance 9 miles,

low and thot the raid was splitting, Two planes (#3 and #4) were scen to
detach themseclves and stert a run straight in from cbout 7 miles, One plane

. (i#5) startoed to skirt tho form:tion to thu South, woaving and throatoning

while two planos (j*) and #2) started to skirt tho formetion to tho North,
Control and tho main battury were placed on tho Northorn group (forward)
end on the most forward plane,wrile tho cutomatics tracked tho followling

lain battery opencd fire on leading plane (i/3) at 9000 yards, #3 closod to
4000 yards nnd then turncd sharply to his left to swing North and join the
other skirting group, .Specd now 30 knots,. Plane #l4 closed to 4000 yards
and was taken under fire by the sutomntics of CLAXTON and HASSTEY, Main
battery shifted to #%4, but fire was ineffectivo because of short rangs,
MASSEY menouvered to left to kecp planc on the beam, Ab about 500 yords the
planc (an Oscar) bonked sharply to the left and made a suicide dive on the
CLAXTON splashing ecbout 10 yards from hor starboard $ide amidships,-

Passed unidentified man in weter wearing 1ife jacket, Combat made note of
this sighting, 24
CAP planes wers called back to assist in fighting off the cnemy plames '
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6 June 1945 (continued)

| |

| . 2059
ﬁ& o 217
;; .

1941

skirting the form:tien.to tho North. ’

{ASSEY todk over IFD net rox-rts from GLAXTON, 4 bandit closed to 4 miles
on 270°(T), At the some tans o bandit a' 060°(T) - 9 miles closed to 0650(T)
distsnce 7 miles (chor.s C70° ielative), MiSSEY told CaSCU to kecp plancs
clear 10 miles to tho Worth o ' the formation, !WSSEY operwd fire on #2 at -
06509(T), rarge 6000 rards. #: burncd br: ghtly upon being hit early and
crashed in ¢ shallow dive, S .0DDAPD dir: 1-iaed assistanco on this splash,
Wnile #2 was under fire, #3 s'arted » sltw weaving run from 040°(T) = 10
miles. and combat alerted the nutorntics 4o wibtch hinm, #3 closed to 5 riles,
to 7500 yards at which time cintrol had rouswd firine on j#2, Fire wes shiftud
to #3 at 6000 yards and the artomatics also opened 1ire, /3 approached to

. obout 4500 yards when ho wes [1it and small sareds of burning matorial began

to fall, #3 then turned avay and firc was checked ot about 7000 yards, Tho
Planc slowed and lost altitudz as it was tracked out to 12,000 yards, altitude
zero, and disappeared from all radar screens., Ono 5" director operator cladmed
to goo o splash, Visibility was very limited and darlmoss was getting in,

- /5 plano opcned to the South then hgaded fast up the coast of Okdmiva; turncd
. West, and was last scen bezring 275°(T) at 54 miles on course 250°(T), speed

150) while night fighers wert) being directed on him,
Secvured from Genorel Quarters: when planos hiad left tho arca, Ordored GAP

and Radar Picket - Patrol to a:cturn to base, '

v it e et et ——— e e s e -

|

st oo

Held quartors for muster; ali. prosent or accounted for, Support craft, directod '
i by the destroyer CIC plots, yickoed up two mon in tho weter first sighted by .
‘{  MASSEY at 1940, ' . A S o ;
| 7 Jdiine 1945, . R Hoonrise, 0312; Llioonset 160?.
‘ : 0302 General quarters for possible adr attack, C

0321
0630

0715

1200

T 131

1330

_ 1402

i ; 1417
| 0 s
i . 1810
| St 1926

1929

1530

Secured from general quarturs when bogied loft the arca, |

Goneral quarters for possible zir attack, ) o

Socured from general quarters as bogies clearcd arca, ‘ . '
Weathor: ‘clecr, moderatéd Wini from 320°(T), light scy from 310°(T), visibility
very gooed, cloud cover 0,3, , ) :

General (Quarters for possible air witack,

Socured from gonercl quarters when bogey left area,

Genoral quarters for possible air attock,

VIADSYIORTH- relieved CLAXTON, 1MSSEY assumied OTC and guide, Formed columm
VASSEY #1, VuDSWORTH #2, and {3TODDARD {/3, distance 800 yords,

Secured from genecral quarters as bogey cleared orea,

Goneral quarters for ovoning “lert,

HASSEY reported bogoy "285°- 25 miles', Course chinged to bring bogey on the

-beamn,

MASSEY reported to VADSWORTH: '‘Bogey angcls ars 2,5 , speed 240", TVADSVORTH

_vectored CAP,

VADSWORTH reported sighting low on the wator - a twin ongine plmu, Control

vorified . 74

-
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' through 24 June 1945,:

72 June 1945 (continuecd)

1931 The plot was morged,

1932 IADSVORTH reported Tallyho from C\P, MASSEY control ' ropofRed two ehgine

i "plone with two CAP on his t411 had Just dropped bomb, - :

oo 1933 Increased speed to 28 knots, . _ :
1934 CAP splashed ono twin engine bomber, This planc flew 3000 yvards completely

4 o * wrapped in flames ot a2ltitude 50 foot and speed 240 be@m crashing,

b 1943 Fighters reported a NICK on splash, Y

2245 High {'Mng plane dropped windov 5000 yards on port quarjcer, but did not elose.
o BJuwne 19i5, S ‘ Hoonrise 0345; l'oonset 1821

1113 Relieved on station, procseded to Keram Rotto for mg}(’and ammniti(on.'
1200, Weather: ' Clecar, moderate wind from 040°(T), light sce fron OL0°(T),
visibility vory good, cloud cover 0,7,

‘9 June 1 ' . How lioon ~- Moonriss O4L0; Lioonset 1928

%E‘ Weather: Clear, light breeze from 110°(T), visibility very good, cloud
cover 0,7, B - :

10 June 1945, - ' Moonrise 0530; loonset 2031,

0707 Underway and procecded Kerara Retto to Hagushi Beach,
1115 Received Fighter Directér personnel on board for temporary duty on orders

- from ComiirSupport Unit, ‘
1200 Woathor: Rain, light brooze from 130°(T), visibility foir to poor, caiplotely

: overcast, .
1918 General quarters for posaible air attack, "
- 1959 Soccured from general quarters when bogey cleared tho arca,

11 June 1945 Hoonriso 0627; Moonsot 2129,
1200 Weather: Cloar, modorate brocze from 140°(T), visibility good, cloud cover
0.8, - :

1217 Underwny and proceeding to relieve WiDSHORTH on Radar Picket Station #9,
1518 Relieved ViDSYORTH as Flghtor Dircctor Ship on Radar Ficket Station #9,
. ComDesRon 49 OTC in PICKING, MASSEY on port quarter of PICKDNG in’ .
; ) - triangular formtion, distance 1000 yards, Patrol courses 030°(T) - 210°(T)
Pt 8% 15'knots, Four LC3 support craft 3000 yardas southwest of the destroyer
P track, CAP present, oight Corsairss ~Tvé Corsairs on Radar Picket Patrol,
1638  Geneyal Nuarters for possible air attack, . .
. 1657 Bogey identified as C-54 by CAP, Secured from general quarters, Two
friendly planes identified ond directed to their base,
©O0L General quarters for possible sir attack, :
gﬂfx,,lnterception identified friendly plane, Secured from general quarters,

yes
' 1912 KT CAP ard Raddr Picket Patrol oparted for baso, Rocolvod CTF 3lis /v
[ _ . +“typhoon warning, A " 7 ;
: .,»,-'w . . -17. . '/I
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0700 Arrived at ronduzvous ~nk procuoeded in comprny to Rader Picket Si.tior w“,’.

+ 1200 Wezther: Clear, frésh breeze nnd slight s from lBOO(T), visibility vory

- 16 Junc 1945, Moonrise 1113; Moonset 0022
) . First Quarter,
1200 Weathori Lirrht min Light brooze from 190°(T), visibility vory good, cloud
cover. 0,5,
17 June 1945 : ' Moonrise 1206; Lfoonsot 0055.
[ 4 »
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Subjects Action Report - Okiniwm Gunto Operation, for:-pariod from 9 MAY *
) through 24 June 1945, '
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lZ_J_u_n_o_l.Qﬁi , o Lionrise 0721; Moonset 2221

0230 All ships on Radar Picket Stc tion #/9 deperted in company for Ihgushi Be‘!ch

- in compliance with CTF 31,5 disp:xtch, M.SSEY ordered teo report to CTG 31.5.

0559 Received orders over TOS trow ComDesRon 24 tc rondezvous with /NTHGTY :nd
VIALKE outeids Hagunhi Trarsport Arca at 0700 Itcm,

M\ASSEY took station auterr of ANTHONY anc assumed Fightoer Diroction Duby, -
1050 Arrived on stoticn, Ne support crcft on st,t;on. Figat Corsairs on CaP
. end two on Radar Picket Patrol,
13150 General quarters for-possible air attack. g o o
1200 Veather:. Light‘rain, moderate wind Irom 307 (T), slig,ht sca from 175 (v, -
. visibility poor, completely: overcast,
1217 Seccured from general quarters ‘whon-plene id.atificd cs & C-54 by CAP.
1417 1ICS 117 (SOP support craft) LCS 12, and 1L3 229 reported for duty and were .
sta.tioned 2000 yards to southwest, .

13 Juno 1945, ' loonrise 0820; Moonset 2307,

’, .

1200 Weather: Cloaring, brokén clouds 0,7, moderetc breese ond slight sca from
180°(T), visibility good. '

14 Junc 1945, ’ Lioonrise 0920; Moonset 2346,

0740 General qu..rtcrs for possidlc air attack; sccured whon CAP 1duntdficd bogey
as o TBF,

0940 General q\mrters for possLble air attack; secured vhen CAP identified bogey
- o3 friendly ¥BU/ .
1131 General quarturs for poasible air attack; sccured when single high begoy
left arca,
1200 ‘Weather: Clear, frosh breozo and slightma from 180%(T), visibility very
good, cloud ccvcr 0.3,

15 June 1255 ’ Yoonrd.se 1018; Koonset 0004 .

-

0852 Relieved on station by GAINARD, procecded to Kerama Rotto on orders from '
- CIG 31,5, ‘

good, cloud cover 0.3,

1200 Véathors Clear, fresh brezzo Irom 230° (T) visibility vcry good, cloud COVOI’ o

0.4 .
. . . T . "'l&" . ) . . ' lg
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Subject: ‘ Action Report - Okinawe Gunto Operation, for poriod . IMAY =

e B B T T

throush 24 Juno 1945,

48 June 1945 - Moorrise 1258; Moonset 0127
075/ : Undervay for Hagushi Boach undor ordors fron CTG 31.5,

1200
2000

Weather: Cloar, frosh breesze from 230°(T), good visibilily, cloud cover 0,3,

Generel Quartors for possible air attack., Mnde smoko as directod,

2017 Secured from general quartors as enony plcnos left eroa.

19 Jung 1945 Moorriso [Z4%; Yeonzed 0158,

Vo

Rl R . . T

O mmmes Cogg) | o
o CCONFDRNTAL S
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1200 Waoiher: Cloar,nadovats teeons froo ZSOO(T), earlere visibility good, pigr
CoTuT.a8%, . :
20 Juno 1945 -  Yoonrise 1439; Moonsot 0230,
1200 Weether: Clecr, noderate brosze iron 25005T), visbility vory good, cicud
cover 0.8, .
sl June 1945 . loonrise 1531; Hoonsot 0220,
. 0420 Underway and joincd transport AL scresn. v :
1007 MASSEY and BOYD procecded to Kerama Helto fou fuol, _ .
1200 Weather: Clear, light breoze and slight sea fron 3,0°(T), surface vishility
. very good, cloud cover 0,7, ‘
1440 Received orders from CTG 31,5 to proceed to Rader Pickot Station #15 by ono
. hour before sunsst and roliove WILL/RD KEITH. A
1750 Joined Picket Station #25 group cnd took up station 74 of CDS 24 cruising
disposition, NTHONY (GDS 24) in #1, DYSON (Fightor Dircctor Ship) #2, ond
| WILL/RD KEITH in #3 of a dianond formation with ZNTHOHY loading ‘and 1000
: yards botwoen adjecent ships,
2132 General quarters for possible air attack; secured whon pleno wes ldontificd
aﬂ ﬁ'iendly. ’ : .
2138 Genoral quartsrs for possible air attack, Mumorous roids closed. the
fornation for the ensuing four hour poriod, but no attecks wore nndo ond fire
Wos withhold, " ,
22 Juno 1945 i . Moonrise 1614; Moansot 0303,
0230 Socured from genoral querters, & .
0310 WILLARD KEITH loft the formetion and MASSIY assumod station #3, :
0550 A CAP of 13 Corseirs and a Radar Pickot Patrol of two Corsairs roported for
© duty on station, .
0625 Threc additional CAP roported for duty.
0749 Gensral quartors for pocsible air attack. Bogles approaching fron North in
nany snall groups .and ono larpe group of about 16 planos, CAP dividod into
| two groups of oight planos oach wdth DZSON controlling ono group and MASSEY &
v ] controlling othor group, Absut 15 raide cano in,with cebout 40 plancs in all, i
: CAF roportod splashing twonty-ninc plancs end nono roached the ships on
station #15, CTF 31 sont a "woll done" to tho ships and plancs on Radar
Picket Stations #15 and #16,
.7+ - 0905 Area clear of cneny plancs.
i 0925 Secured from goneral Qerisers,
. 1155 CAP reducod to oight Corsairs :
: 1200 Woathor: Clear, light broozo cnd slignt soa from 320°(T), visibility good,

eioud cover 0,6,
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| E g through 2L June 1945,

22 June 1945 (continued)

2135 Checked communicetion with POU picket. whd was on st&ta_on. . .
. 2225 . General quarters for possible 2ir attack. - : i
2235 PBM picket reported "Dogey 070°(T) - 21" from group,: o
2238 Three raids passed eight to scventeen miles to West of group with night ‘
P fighter following them, |
R 2243 Observed night fighter shoot down planc to South, :
i 2253 Scveral brilliant window bombs burst cbout 12 miles to South in vieinity
of the encmy planes, Radar picked up window ot this position, Night

. - fighter shot down another plaie,
" 2346 Sccured from gepernl quarters,

23 June 1915, . - Moonrise 1718; Uoonsct 0340,

0600 Sccured guard on PBY picket plane to Northeast,

0645 CAP of eight Corsairs and Rodoer Picket Patrdof two Cors‘_irs roported for
_ duty on station, A
‘ - 0705 Gcneral quarters for possible air attack, : ]

] ' . 1839 M.SSEY notified by DYSON of PBYM picket being established to Northeaste: i
| .
!

0717 .Secured from general querters when all plones cleared erod, -

, : 1200 .Weather: -Clear, moderaté brocze and slight sea from 200°(T), visibility

| . very good, cloud cover 0,6, _

: : 1515 Relieved on stetion; proceeded in company vi Wi+ wNTIONY to Keroma Rctto. !

| : L Transferred fighter director team to BROWN, -

‘g ; . 2007 inchored, -Received orders to report to CTU 31,29,19 (ComDosRon 214, Captain '

‘ : : E.W, Young, USN) for duty and to depart Okimawa ot 1700 Item, 24 June 1945 !
: ‘ for Leyte, P,I, 4n company with TU 31,29,19, ' "

' : } » " 2L June 1943, Moonrise 181L; Moonset 0420

0443 Underway and procecded to }I_gushl Beach, - ‘ ; '
| 1200 Weather: "Clear, fresh brecze from 200 (T) visibility very good, cloud . | |
cover 0,5,
1652 Underwey on signal from CTU 31,29,19 and formod column vith other ghips 1
- of task unit enrovute to San Pedro Bay, Loyte, P,I
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g . PARD IV
: ORDNANGE, -

4, Porformance of own ordnance material and aquipanlt,

(3) During this ormoadan 41 fle period My 2 Mo e .y while on picketh 1aty, -
‘ the MASSEY expoqic , amuwnition er feriewsr v g
51/38 Ak Cormion, i Fuzy - 280 rouné:

51/38 A Coumou, Special Fure ~ 734 rounds

5"5;8 Snokeless Povder SPILY 6740 = 574 rounds

e P _ 5"/38 Flashloss Powder SI'DA 6940 = 430 rounds

";‘1' o AOwlton'oocqlavtu"AZ?jTO’klnds
2CM&(.......-o.....‘-6150r3ur.ds

.(b) Fire discipline vus excellent, 4 few 09 and 20Mu tursts were fired at
. friendly fighters during the heat of rac:ie and in meleos, but in each
instance gunnors wore checked or checliod flre of their ovm accord bafore
any damage was done to friendly plancs, Comrmunications funetioned
normally and wore very good in general, Rader control wms used for the
najority of firing and was generally vory satisfactory, Howevery optical:
was found the most officiont in combatting multiple day light attacks
close in,  Tho diroctor was coached by Combat on all targots at long
rengo using tarzet desipnation systen, and Combat gave a good account of
itso0lf in bringing the director on, ovon et short rangs with tmltiple
targets, especially at nipght, In the daytine, howover, thore was no
substitufo for good lookout assistance, Also it vas noted that with tho
contimious swoop nocossary for fighter director oporation, whon tho
Fighter Director Toam was on boord, the officloney of the targot dosigna=
tion with the Mk 10 droppoed considerably, ospocially while the ship wna
changing course, even vhon enticipating change in relativo bearing duo
to ‘course chango, Tho gunnory during this cempaign vms consldored as
boing gonorally quito offoctivo, as this ship clains six unassistod Klls
" o and throe assists on kills for the poriod, It was gonerally considered
: - by this cormand that opening fire at targots ot long renges or at high
altitudes at night wms poor practico, For in oech instanco vhen such
vas dono, the plans concorned oithor took quick ovasivo action, result

F¢

in impossible problem, for the firing ship or scemed to uss tho flash to
home on tho firing ship,

b bt o v ve b e s e o

(c) The percontage of duds and premcturos in speeial tuzod projectiles wag
considered normal quring sction but lator proved to o rather high in =
test firing (/1% effective) for Mk 40 fuzod amrmnition receivod at objec=
tive as roplacoment for original loading of Mk 53 fuzed ammunition, T

(a) wo training deficioncios wero noted 4n combat, othor than possibly the
greenness in cambatting suicido attack mothods at first, It 1s belioved
that if an AA practico that would moro closoly simulato suicido attacks
dould be developed it would matorially aid in the training of personnel,
Particularly lookouts and Mk 51 director crows, Drono practicos using J
the small drones are bolievod to bo tho ensvor to part of this problam, /
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. B, Battlo damnge to enomy units,

: DWﬂS/Aié—B'092 ) '_U.s.s.. Massay (DD=772) i
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Subjocts Action Roport = Okdnava Cunto Oporations, for poriod gmpy o
24 June 1945, . ' T
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PART IV
ORDNAMCE (Cont'd)

B, Performance of cnemy ordnanco meterial,

Thls wvesscl was not d'maged by enony action, Tho uso of phosphorous bombs
vhich exploded at about 1000 foot altitude on soveral occasions was notod,
On one occasion while anchorod ncar edgo of smoke screen at Hogushi wa had
o noar niss by a phosphorous borb, Tho pattern of burning particlos was
about 500 foot in diamotor and odzo of pottorn missod ship about 20 foot,
Thers was & high density of burning particlos and it 1s ogtinmated that such
& bomb bursting reasonably close ovorhoed would produce at least 80%
casualties to exposcd personncl, On the night of June 22, soveral ™rindow"
boubs wers observed marked by a bright red, whito and groen pyrotechnile

dieplay, Thls typo window porsicted about twonty minutes and was quito
brilliant,. .

PART V
DAMIGE

. A, Battie Aamage to own.unitss

1; Tho MASSEY sufferod no matorial or porsomnol damage as tho result of ?
onony ootion in this cempadgn,

1. During this canpeign tho MASSEY succossfully defended herself against
& number of attacks, accounting for six Japanese planes unassisted and
throo asslsted, all of which aro considored "sures", In addition, she
has fired at othor plenes which woro turnod away by gunfire and at othors
vhich wero splaphed by other ships and groups of ships., At night MASSEY
vialted for a good solution before oponing up on a target, -

PART VI , :
SPEC OMMENTS RMATT _ . , ‘

(¥o comments on subjects 4 through G since thoy are not applicabloe to
. this roport).,

D,1 Combat Information Center,

Tt

O, In genercl the porformance of both oquipmont and persomncl In CIC
were satisfactory, The personncl showod to advantage treining angd
exporience gained in working with the escort carrier group for tha
two month period prior to duty as a radar picket, Early dateotion and
ldontification of ecircraft was cormon and much crodit must be glven our
BM ‘oquipnont which many times showed {tiondly indications lons befora
pimilar equipnont on othor ships, _ 148

————
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(2)(a) Tracking was fair only, In genorel bogios woro £l so low that
' ' . thoy woro not dotocted until at a vory short (15-20 milos) rongo.
[: : . During the fow.r 'ids widch woro detncted at fron 40 to 60 niles tracidng
' wes fedr, . :

. . {b) Mr and surfrca socrch seeseh Tedaws gove satisfectory performancos, ‘
Planos wero frequently doscched at rnapes of over 75 milos on tho SC=4
and very ofton at frem 30-40 riles on iho SG-1. The SG-1 was extrenely
useful in the sccrch and recking o° iov flying bogles and ASP plancs,

, § ) . ‘ (o)‘Firo control and tarset dCSi{m(‘j«iOI‘lb 08 Iwndicupﬁod‘ duo to tine log

{ - inherent in tho Mk 10 system, Confusicn wes ofton oxperienced in

{ coeching control on to tho propor terget = partlculerly whaon target

2 wao dotocted on the SC<4 rader only. It is folt that much better rosults

) would have boon achievod hed thore been & VF procision PPI in CIC,. -

} Particularly during the period when this ship acted as fighter director,

P was the target designation problen incroased, Tho necaosslty for con=

I ;‘ . ‘ stant eweepinz for fipghter direction saused confusion and difficulty
£
H
i{
{
!
!
!

R

in accuratoly end quickly coaching gun control on to propor closs targot,
This is the most sorious problem confronting our type ship and will not
be lessenod until a VF or additional rodar is installed, This applics
espacially when. ship is acting as flghter directors Iransfor of targets
from SC-4 rader to Mk 12 rodar was excollont at longer zangos, averaging
loss then 15 seconds, Alr targots were consistently transferred to

Mx 12 redar at 50,000 yards, : .

(d) No shore bomberdnent,

(o) Navigation, Tho SG-1 was extremely useful and accurate as a
" nevigational aid, Land ochoos at ranges of 20 to 40 miles were cormone
placo and provided quick and accurate navigational fixos.

(£) During the period when this ghip operated with.tho escort carriors
tho SG=1 was extensivoly uscd as an ald in station keopiny, 4 woll - 4
%apt summary plot was also s groat aid in this, ~If anything alncst
400 mich dopendence is put on tho surface soarch-'radar as a stetion

- kooping 2id, This situetion can be remcdled by & goin and soo~return
sontrol on tho bridge rcmote FPI which we hope to install es soon as
possible, ’ )

Sa b LN RPN W Vo o e 2
[
. .

{7) Composition of targots was accurately ostimated by pip sizo and.
e 2adbiel ranges, This applies to odr as wal cs surface tarpgnts,

{3)Tue SC+1l racar has boen caldbrated 1o thot the “ime-base 1ine jJust
oreaks when the counter-is at the propur range, This has enabled
opecators to obtain accurate rengos more rapidly and conslstently 5
" than when using the pip drop method. . Al
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. PART VI ,
. SPECIAL COMMENTS AND INFORMATION (Cont'd)

"(4)IFF performence, Our BY was excellont. , Wo experienced the usual diff-
iculty with PBM!s and TBM's but usually on doubtful tarpets our BY
Tesults woro bobl = “han thoso of cthor chips working with us, including

. CVE's.

< BN

;| (5)The ¥ porformance wac orrefic ot boct, It wes necossary too many tinos

.o for tho SG operctor %o chock a targoi's jdontification with the &C
operator, " .

; " (6)C1C Cormunications, Intornal oommmﬁ.cations; woro good. Noiso lovel
i - was extronely low, S/P circuits viora usod throughout with surfaco and
: adr seerch radar circults oocasionally crossed as the situatlon domandeds

both conditions watches and gonordl quarters, All nocessery circuits
wore nonitored and nolse level, prrticularly during genoral quarters,
was Teduced to a minimm, Performanco of tho variocus rodios wes :
genorally excollent, difficulty boing cxporioncod only on tho MN and ono iR
' tino on -the TBS, That occurred during a period of axtonsive firing and : '
., ‘ was almost imnodiatoly corrected,

! k
!  "(7)Externsl Gommunitations, A1l voico eircuits woro handlod in CIC during !
i : ’ . .

¢, FEnemy deception consistod sololy of oxtensivo uso of window. Window !
" . was genorally dropped in snall batchos nnd vhilo first cppoaring to bo -
o tarpot little difficulty was oxporioncoed by our oporators in con=
. cluding it was window, 4s far as wo wero concornod offectivaoness of the !
enonyts use of window was alnost nozligiblos

D,2 Communications,
a8, Rodio comrmnications nornal ond setisfactory oxcopt for.following;

(1) OF circuits st Oldnava woro so jarmod with urgont and OP traffic ., l
thet roder picket ehips could not got tho roquired routino roports .
on tho air swithout jecking thom up to COF, _

(2) Mach oxtra vork for coding board in broakdns duplicato mossegos -
on fox oircults with difforont hoadings end dato timo groups.

(3) Inordinate dolays on voico circuits whon ontoring port for roplen=
ishment and requesting fucl, rmmmmitlon, end borth assigmonts,
 Delays of ono to four hours custonesily cvporioacod, Tho Cormending
Officor poos no roaeon why staff duty officors ahould not nnswor
gush routino roguests within Livu nilmritos,

(4) Msuso of floot comon by small wessols in port, Cirouit blockod 75/7/
by ribald comments, obsceniily, sonscless chatter and oxtremely ‘

poor '-recording’. o ;Lk L
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‘ ‘ PART VI
SPECTIAL COMMENTS AND INFORMATION (Cont’d)

De3¢ Use of emoko, cenouflage, doception,

Tho only occasion then mioke was usod was at anchor during night encny
odr attokes at Homushi Beach Transport Anchorage, Use of snoke by smoko
"bo ‘ g hlghly offcetive, The Todd

- type ‘smoke gonerator ingtallad 4n this ship burns 400 gallons fog oil

Per -hour angd is designod for tocideal wra, It 1s not suitable for shiold=
ing an anchorago duo to tio high rato of ccnsunption and the axcossive

hont devolopod aftor prolonzod oporntian vith oonsoquont flashing and

Dele Navigation,

SG=1 radai- was of assistange in obtaining rough fixes up to forty niles

off shore, Loran oquirment wos of Httlo valuo boonuso of the extromo
. ranges necosscry, -

D,5, Engineering,

Tho porformanco of the ohzinooring departnent for tho poriod wms axcollent,
Despijbo tho nany emergonsy spoed chengos in cotion and the ascompanying
" strain on tho onginoocring plant and porsonnol, thoro wes no broakdowm$

which lessenod the nilitery offiodonoy of tho ship during tho entire

o i aia,

oporating ‘period,

-

D . 6 . . Supply.

The Supply Dopartmont funotionod with its usual
ey duri‘l}g tho entire period,

Ds7, Modical,

high standerd of officien= ,

* had -
W . Pl
NS .;-_-.qg,gmﬂ_ulwﬁ‘"f‘

The health of the officers and orow was axcollont during tho ontiro
operating poriod, Rescucd DPorsonncl recoivod prompt and proper modigei

attontion whon brought sboard, Thore WOTC no parsonnol casucltios sboard .
the MASSEY, : 4 ;

B, : Special Foatures,
No comments,

P, Yo ccmmenta,

"‘,;_ . e
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. Dm787}lié'-“3"”(6'§_w2w) V5.8, MASSTY (Dp77e)

o COHFIBENTIAL

Va7

1. There wero no porsonncl cagunltios suffored in this vossol during the poriod !
sovored by this roport, ‘ :

i " . . v ' : b

ﬂf‘ Subject: Ab‘bion.quort = Okdnalza Gunto Opom‘bions, for poriod 9 M AY""“‘ )

i 24 June 1945, : .

{l. -----------‘---ﬂhnﬁ—.- ------- ‘------ﬁ‘---- ',
! PLRT VII ' ‘
. PERSONWEL PERFORM/NCE AND C/ASULIITES . : I
:

!

2+ The porsonncl berformance wes oxeollont threrghout tho porded of this roport, °
‘ o . This campaizn was tho first cetion in wnloh this slidp has porticipetod end
3 . tho rosults of tho intensivy triining given tho orow during a ourteiled
P shakedown and training poriod warc creviiying,  The untricd crow noet a
‘ o fanatical encmy and bostod hin by irteiligonea, toomwork, and couragc, Evory

! © officor end rnan aiga his'duty, Autonotic gvrnors ond lookouts displeyed
cormendable coolness on threo occasions %y contiming fire and by roporting

other eneny"aireraft in vieinity oven thour: ¢ suicider appoared to bo
) hoaded for a crash on thelr station, Tho courags ‘of tho punnors in contina
- ulng fire paid off in destruction of tha cnanys  Thoro wore no instances
of perzonnel Junping overboard or running from station, ‘

PLRT VIII

l, lessons Losrned,

: (2) Without good dootrine 20MM guns will Invariably run out of emunition
I v . a8t their most effective ronga, '

| : I ) (b) Suicide Planes heavily damgfed but not splashod will froquontly miss
1 _ astern if ship has high speed cnd koops attackig,q Plano on boan,

1 - : "~ (o) Free ‘axchange of information by 211 ships of rader plcket group highly
§ ) , desireeble, Sovoral raders are better than one, - . .

-{4) 5" VT ermunition 1s effective,

. 2+ Conelusions and Recomnendationg,

S  (a) Close conoentration of picket ships (800 =~ 1000 yards) recommended,

- (b) Radar pickets should havo maximm Speod availeblo.

(¢) Increase

spoed onrly enough to avoid energeoncy bells and koop stacks
eloer, : .

(d) Novor let a suioide Flano attack fron quartor or storn, Turn early,
PR . Keep him on the bomm, Evon.d novico pilot ean hit o destroyor coming
i . in from the storn whore firs: povior 18 least, noxdnun target in dopth
9 : Fos is prosented, and vhore thoro is no problen of courso corrootion,

!
!

- (8) Furnish redar picket destroyors with a zenith socrching redar,  There
; ’ is absolutely no dofonse cgainst the stoop dive coming out of o four ’ 1 [/v
‘ thousand foot cloud with ne provious warning, - )

~26~ 9‘(0

3
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§ © -GONFIDENTIAL

! Subjoot} Action Report = Okinawa Gunto Opore.
. R4 Juno 1945,
P

bions, for periods 2MAY T to

PART VIII

2, Conclusions end Rocommondntions {Cont!'d), -

(£) Furnish picket groups with a CAP larzo orourh to brock up probeblo

attack groups and so provont the pickots fron being ovorwholnod by
shoer nunbers,

[

PO S R

(g) Whenevor possible hold daily racognition training,

(n) This Commending Officor found thal woering 5JW phono during ‘action had :
advantagos of speed and clarity for ovtwoighing the nuisanco factor,
Phones were kept plugged in"at 211 tines.” Rosular 5JW talkor backed
up cirouit and passod approprinto info to the Officor=of-tho-Dock,

[ L

(1) Picket dostroyers should have = oloar veico teotiond oireuit oithot
TBS or a spare VHF frequency, MN and MAN not satisfectory dus to
intorference from other stations, MV perticulerly bad, stotions .
contimously broadeasting from Ulithi and Loyto would froquontly block
our MN recolvor at Okinawa, Whon Plckots arc within TBS range of other

3 _ groups tho TBS is not satisfoctory for a tactical ecireuit,

I

(3) Whon tarpot rosponsibility is in doubt tho OTC should dssuo ocrly P
instructions by voice, Thig is gonorclly appliceblo only at night,

AT

C. W, /IDRICK, . '

A SLLE
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U.s.s. MASSEY (DD-778)

N o

i ' ; DD778/ A16-3 - _ 13 June 1945
S (. 985 -

. DEGEABBLFIED

The Commandirg Officer. ' : . :
i To 3 The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet, - i
! . Via g (1) Commander Tesk Unit 31.5. ' |
(2) Commander Task Force 31. ‘ '
§3 Commander Third Fleet, '
L) Commander in Chief, United States Paclfic Flset,
‘Pacific Ocean Area. .

Subjects ' Anti-Alrcraft Action on Radar Picket Statlon £3, Odnawa, =~ . |
report of, :

b) U.S. Navy Regulations, 1920, Art. 712, 874(6).
(c) CominCh ltr, ser. 7152, dated 29 Octgber 1943,
édg ANav 176 of 1943, .

e) AlNavy2l5 of 1944,

Enclosures: (4) Anti-Aircraft Action Report « USS MASSEY at 1901Jtem, °
‘ ‘ ' 6 June 1945, . .

X . ' (B) Anti-Aireraft Action Report - USS MASSEY at 1904 Ttem,
3 ’ " 6 June 1945,

(C) Anti-Aircraft Action Report - USS MASSEY at 1939 Item,

6 June 1945, :
(D) Anti-Adreraft Action Report — USS MASSEY at 1944 Itenm, L : ‘
6 June 1945, . '

+

References gag PacFltConf, ltr 1CI~45.

1

e v v -

o \ _ (E) Anti-Adrcraft Action Report - USS MASSEY at 1947 Item,: ,
1 B K\ 6 June 1945, - . ‘
| } A - (P) Sketch of Phase I of Air Attacks on Radar Picket Station |
) _ i #9 Group, . . :
(G) Sketch of Phase IT of Air Attacks on Radar Picket Station -
. #9 Group. . )

1, Enclosures (A) through (G) are submitted herewith in
accordance with references (a) through (e),

The following report of anti-aircraft action on Radar
Plcket Station #9 Southwest of Okinawa and Kerama Retto is the best
information that could be collected from observations on the MASSEY , both
i ) : topside and in Combat, and in the Plotting Room, Although there may be
5 S a few inaccuracies and omissions, such as definite relative positioning

é—@/{?K __

of ships at times and of failure to account for gun fire of the other
ships, it.-is considered that the data submitted gives a reagonably accurats
account of what took place, especially as to tracks and tactics of planes.

| wee HLEEH

1" LSl ST 2 SO PN B TR AA SVAEY o M T SRR U
i

At

M _-.~J'
B I A A T R S S nt et —




o g e ar gpeen s e it g " e e e T s . R ekt S
[ - - . 4 pr o e o — .
*

X | " | PN {) . . : ., ‘l . . 4'?. l /g‘ ‘

U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

i

oo77s/n6-b86> | © 13 June 1945,
CONFIDEITIRL B |
Subject: Anti-Adircraft Action on Radar Picket Station #9, Okinama,
' ‘ report of,

No attempt has been made to outline firing of other ships in the group, as
during each attack our personnel were kept well occupied in directing our
_ own fire and accounting for enemy aircraft which vas on several instances
T ‘intermingled with friendly,

3. -  On the evening of 6 June 1945 the U,S.S. CLAXTON (DD-571),
the U,5.S, STODDARD (DD-566), and the U.S.S. LASSEY were patrolling as -
radar picketa on Radar Picket Station #9 about 50 miles Southwest of Oklnawa;
CLAXTON was.Fighter Director ship and OTC. Support craft prosont wore LCS
117 (80P of group), LC3 85, LCS 95, and LCS 123, Desgtroyers were evenly
spaced on 1000 yard dlameter circle, axls 330°(T) patrolling on course 330°-
150°(T) through station, Bupport craft (4 LCS) patrolling on parallel course
approximately 4OOO yards to Southeast, CAP present four (4) F-4-U fighters
and two (2) F-4-U fightors as Radar Picket Patrol., During the day there
had been severel alerts, but none of tha enemy planes had clozed within
gun ranga, feather vms clear, vieibility rood, with a slight haza, giy was
broken wlth ceiling about 3,000 fest to unlimited and a low fringe of
"broken clouds present at various points all around, sez was average, about
2, wind about 10 knots from 320°. The sun was low and visible.on the horizon, °

PHASE T

At 1852 this ship went to Goneral Quarters for evening alert. At 1854
the Sugar George operator reported a "possible bogey" on bearing 240°(T) -
distance 15 miles, This information was relayed immediately to the other
ships in company, At 1855 MASSEY reported again, bogey at "240°(T) - 127,
-Other ships still diu not see, M™Control®” was "designated™ on terget, At 1857
bogey was at 225°(T) - 7 miles and all ships picked it up.” Viswally identified
ag Zskes and Val-and other unidentified type. Rald appeared to be splitting
up, At 1858 went to speed 20 knots - 2 planes closing; went to 30 knots,
Intercept planes were present bub were not in position to make interception
because of short notice and great difficulty of spotting in low lying cloud
fringe. Two Zekes appeared to be miking run on port beam, Control and main
battery on forward (right) plane, automatic wezpons watching second to left of
and behind first plane, Two F4U's came into line of sight at about 10,000
yards and fire had to be temporarily withheld until planes had approached to
7,000 yards at which time (1900 I) plmne #1 (forward plane) was taken under
fire with main battery and #2 shortly thereafter by automatics. Ship was

t slightly left to keep planes on port beam, Plans #1 continued run to~ '

&bO 3500 yarda when he cut across plane #2's track. As it became evident that !

..-.._.._—...___,___

“2e
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a U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778) |
| ‘©D778/ A1 6 , ' 13 June 1945
CONFIDENTIAL ' : L
Subject: Anti-Aircraft Action on Radar Picket Station #9, Ckinawa, 1
report of, ' . 1
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i : plane #1 was going to pass.astern of ship, fire of main battery was shifted
i i to plane #2, which had now closed-to 1200 yards headed for the bridge
I : structure, At 900 yards plane, #2 changed course to make suicide crash amid-
. ships, Plane was being hit by 4320 and 2002 and course continued to alter to-
ward stern, Plane #2 crossed very close astern ot about 15 feet altitude and
, crashed vithin 40 yards of starboard quarter, :Plane #1 crossed astern of
i } this ship at distance of about 1,500 yards and wes reported as burning then
by after control officer, Plane #1 was taken under fire by STCDDARD and crash=
ed shortly thereafter on cpposite side of formation at about 1902 I, During .
the time these planes were under fire 43 and #L planes had crossed astern of T
the formation at approximately 10 miles to make an attack from opposite side,.
#3 made a fast run in from starboard side and was taken under fire by ‘
CLAXTON or STODDARD, or both, to splash just to starboard of the opening be-
tween the CLAXTON and STODDARD at about 1903 I. fASSEY did not shoot at this
. plane, VWhile the previous three planes were vorking attacks from both sides,
#1, had at first stayed out at about 12 miles on our stern, then was tracked
o : by Combat as he moved in to 5 miles on our starboard quarter (145 relative).
#l, a Zeke, .started a run just before #3 was sphshed and Control was quickly
coached on by Combat and leookouts topside and course was changed to bring
the plane on the starboard beam, Corsairs came over low on our starboard
quarter at about 3000 feet and automatic weapons fired several bursts at
them, then were stopped and shifted to the enemy plane at about 4500 yards,
as it dived.(1904I). At 3500 yards tho main battery opened up, three 57/38
shells in rapid succession exploded beneath the Zeke meking the run and it
burst into flames, went out of control, and dove in a left spiral at an
i _ angle of about-706 to crash in the water about 1200-1500 yards on the
: . starboard quarter, AA fire of ships accounted for four out of four planes
i on this raid,
: Just prior to the raid a ship in another picket station reported Vals
: with American markings maldng an attack on him, This word was passed to °
i gunnery stations; automatic weapons, temporarily,in the poor light, mistook
i * the two Corsairs for possible attacking "Graces", Since they came in from
the direction from which the fourth attack was reported to be closing -
i ; they thought them to possidly be other attacking enemy planss,
i At about 1910T screens of all ships were reported clear ol all
unidentified planes. At 1923 elowed to 15 knots. At 19251 Radar Picket
Patrol planes and remaining division of CAP were dispatched to base; no

.CAP present," :

-3-
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. S U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

DD778/ 116~ . : .13 June 1945
oem '

Subject: . Anti-Adrcraft action on Radar Picket Station #9, Okinawa,
: report of, ’
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PHASE IT

‘At 1932T MASSEY SC radar picked up bogey "bearing 295°(T), distance
. 11 milses™ and reported to other ships; then Mbearing 290°(T), distance 10
miles, clesing = several planes", Control was coached on irmediately.
4t 193/1 OTC chanved speed to 20, then 25 knots, end changed course to :
030°(T); then 050°(T). Control identified planes as "5 Vals = low on water™,
SG radar reported "296%(T), distance 9 miles = low". SG radar reported
. that planes were splitting into two groups or mors. Two planes (#3 and #4)
: . were seen to dstach themselves from others and start run straight in from
1 about 7 miles, meanwhile a single plane (#5), started on a skirt of formation
to .South, weaving and threatening, and anothor group (#1l and #2) started to
siirt formation to North., Control and main battery were placed on Northern
(forward) ons of two ebtackers making run, and automatic weapséns on second one
following. At 19381 LIASSEY oponed fire wilh main batlery on leading plane at
9,000 yards., DPlanes cane straight in until at about 4,000 yards the leading
plane (#3) turned sharply to his left and went MNorth to fall in behind other
) plenes skirting formation, Speed 30 knots, Lleanvhile (#%) had closed to
J 4000 yards where eutomatics of MASSEY and CLAXTO!N had taken him undor fire.
latn bettery was shifted quickly to #4 but fire was inoffective because of
close range., MASSEY maneuvered to right to keop planes on besmm, At about
500 yards plane (an Oscar) banked sharply to loft and made dive on GLAXTON,
shead, splashing in water about 10 yards from her starboard side amidships
at about 1941T, CAP planss were called back to assist in fighting off attack
as 1t skirted formation about 10 miles llorth. CLAXTON IFD radio developed
trouble and IASSEY took over IFD net reports for group. At 1941I bogey to the
_ South had cloged to "220°(T) - 4 miles" then opuned out again rapidly to 12
-miles. At 1941I bogey to llorth wes at MO6CP(T) = 9 miles", closing, then at,
n0450(T) = 7 miles® (about 070°relative). LASSEY told CASCU to keep planes
clear 10 miles to North of formation, as it was seen that the raid was closing
fast and the CAP might get in the lino of fire., FPlane started straight in
on starboard beam in shallow dive, MASSEY opened fire at 6,000 yards,
The bogey wes hit early and glowod with a bright orange light, Shortly there=
after it heeled over sharply and crashed in a siteep dive. The Commanding
Officer thought the STODDARD was assisting on this one, but the latter dis=
clained, Persomnel in after control station clalm to have observed another
plane crash on the starboard beam Just before plane at which MASSEY fired
ceught fire, It is possible that the STODDARD splashed this one or possibly
the support oraft, While MASCEY had-beon firing at

\ e e

-4-

R e X PRV MU I I s L Uperaeey

Ed




—

L e e pEen ke

_.-—-m*'ﬂ,.
¥
i
,'—‘-i.
\M"‘
i
1
b
1
Sy
3
i
i
1
i
\ H
!
Uy
OO
H
1
3

JUS—}

U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778) . ]

S

DD778/ 416~ ‘ 13 June 1945
| oL '
[: Subject: . Anti-Aireraft action on Radar Picket Station #9, Okirawa,

report of, '

B T T T Ty

PHASE IT

At 19321 HASSEY SC radar picked up bogey Mbearing 295°(T), distance

- 11 miles” and reported to other ships; then "bearing 290°(T), distance 10
miles, closing = several planes", Control was coached on irmediately.

4t 19341 OTC chanved speed to 20, then 25 knots, and changed course to :
030%(T); then 05C°(T). Control identified planes as "5 Vals = low on water®,
SG radar reported "296%(T), distance 9 miles = low", SG radar reported

i that planes were splitting into two groups or more. Two planes (#3 and #4)

: . vere seen to detach themselves from others and start run straight in from

: f about 7 miles, meanwhile a single plane (#5), started on a sikdrt of formation

to .South, weaving and threatening, and another group (#1 and #2) started to
sldrt formation to MNorth., Control and main battery were placed on Northern
(forward) one of two ettackers making run, and automatic weapdns on second one
following, At 19381 LIASSEY oponed. fire with main battery on lecding plane at
9,000 yards, Planes cane straight in until at about 4,000 yards the leading
plane (#3) turned sharply to his left and went North to fall in behind other
Plenes skdrting formation. Speed 30 knots. Lleanwhile (#) had closed to
4000 yards where automatics of LASSEY and CLAXTO!N had taken him undor fire, I
liain battery was shifted quickly to #%4 but fire was inoffective because of , e
close range, MASSEY maneuvered to rirht to keep planes on beam, At ebout
500 yarde plane (an Oscar) banked sharply to loft ‘and nads dive on GLAXTON,

" ahead, splashing in water about 10 yards from hor starboard side amidships
at about 1941I, CAP planes were called back to assist in fighting off attack
a8 it skirted formation about 10 miles Iorth. CLAXTON IFD radio developed ‘
trouble and IMASSEY took over IFD net reports for group. At 19411 bogey to the %

. South had closed to "220°(T) = 4 miloo" then opuned out agaln rapidly to 12 :
-miles. At 19411 bogey to llorth wes at MO6CP(T) = 9 miles™, closing, then at, l
"0550(T) = 7 miles" (about 070°relative). LASSEY told CASCU to keep planes - 5
clear 10 miles to HNorth of formation, es it was seen that the raid was closing

fast end the CAP might get in the lino of fire. Plane started straight in
on starboard beam in shalloy dive, LASSEY opened fire at 6,000 yards,
The bogey wes hit early and glowod with-a bright orange light, Shortly there=
after it heeled over sharply and creshed in a steep dive., The Commanding
Officer thought the STODDARD was assisting on this one, but the latter dis=
clained, Personnel in after control stztion clainm to have observed another
plane crash on the starboard beam jJust before plane at which MASSEY fired
caught fire, It 1s possible that the STODDARD splashed this one or possibly
the support oraft, VWhile MASSEY had beon firing at
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. . o _ U.S.S. MASSEY .(DD-778) , ;

: pD778/A16-3 . 13 June 1945
086
| COHFIDENTIAL
E ' Subject: Anti-Aircraft Action mRadar Picket Station #9, Okinawa, '
! f : report gf.
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#2, #3 had started a slow weaving run in from about "040°(T) - 10 milesm

and Combat had ordered automatic weapons to watch him, He had cloged to |
‘5 miles then delayed, then cloged to about 7500 yards by the time Control
ceased firing on #2, Control was quickly shifted to #3 and opened fire
‘ on him at 6000 yards vdth main battery and autormotics., Plane approached

l . to 4500 yards, when he was hit and a few small shreds of burning material

. were seen to fall, #3 turned back straight away and fire was ceased at

; 7000 yards, Planes speed dropped off and plane lost altitude as it was
| tracked out to 12,000 yards and disappeared., One dirsctor operator claimed
to . to. see the splash, Visibility by this time vmas very limited and darkness
5 1 vas sotting in, - '

#5 plane opened out South to 15 miles then headed East, was tracked
over to within 10 miles of Soubthwestern edge of Okinawa, where hs orbited,
then headed straight Test just South of Keram Retto, while night fighters
were directed after him, He generally followed the island chain ,fairlg
closely and was last seen on bearing 275°(T) at 54 mlles on course 250°(T),
speed 150, - .

Support craft claimed to have shot dovm two planes during both shoots,
. Destroyers reformed and resumed patrolling station. Radar screens were clear
i . " and all CAP and RPP planes were sent to land, '

8 : ’ . At 19L0T during attack MASSEY had passed a man, (wearing a life-
- . Jacket, in the water, It later developed that two men were missing from
h the ships at Radar Picket Station #9 and -another ship had also sighted

i a'man, A search was instituted in which the support craft recovered the
! - men, ’ '

i o : _ ' . SRURY

The net results of this attack were: . Fight of the nine or more
attacking planes were shot down by the destroyers and support craft
combined. No casualties to personnel or ships, Both CLAXTON and MASSEY

“had one. near mies, :

Because of the late werning and presence of the cloud formtions
during the first attacks neither the CAP or RPP could be effectively
used, -Unfortunately prior to the second attack the CAP and RPP had been ‘

: ordered to land, after screens had been clear for a time, However, since

; the second attack, also, was picked up at close range and in the poor ,
light, it 1s doubtful if the CAP would have been very effective if present, .
; : During these raids both SG and SC-4 radar were depended on heavily o
f for possible information, Both did an excellent job in their alternate

N e N

o N

turns, as information becams available to the SG at extremsly low




U.8.S. MASSEY (DD-778)

! po778/ Alé-é . 13 June 1945,

T (086) o

| COFIDENTIAL |

: " Subject; Anti-Adrcraft Action on Radar Ploket Station #9, Okinawm,
report of,

--—-----------,---—---..-——-—..----------

| : altitudes, to the SC at highter altitudes and close in, 1In this task
) | . both performed in an outstanding ‘manner, Lookouts and control personnel
y R were called on also to keep track of and especially to differsntiate
' betreen friendly and ‘enemy planes, . ' i
: The MASSEY claims two Zekes. and one Val destroyed by gunfire, . -
unassisted, plus one assist vith 'STODDARD on one Zeke and & strong
probable on unidentified bogey last fired at, and which is believed to
have crashed at 12,000 yards, after turning avay, Positive confirmation
.of & K11 4s lacking in this case, MASSEY also fired at Oscar wiich
narrowly missed CLAXTON but no credit is claimed, as our fire on this
plane was not effective in breaking up attack, :
f : The Commanding Officer believes that a formation of suicide planes
. will generally try to close ships, unprotected by CAP, as close as
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Looation of ship (ares) .Cidnawa shims Station £9)

A e e : !

/S

« REVISED FORM FOR REPORTING A.A. ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS .
(Radar Picket ’ : !

U.S.8. MASSEY (DD=778) j

. - 1at, 269-56'N Long, 126°-50'K
Zone Time _ 1901 ITMY Date ,__ 6 Juna 945
. 1, Qurprice-attack (yes or no) __Yes Day or Nighd %
s . K First vy r en
.2, Method picking plane up (Radar, blnoculars, naked oyo) ._Radar (SCh) '

L

.3, Range plane vas picked up (50, 30, 10, less than 5 miles) _10 miles 'i
4, Total rumber of planes observed Two Type ZESIE S i
' 5, Number of planes attacking ovm ship _ Two Type _ZERR )
6, Number of planes takon under fire by own ship _ Two
(a) Of those attacking own ship __ TwO Ty'pe ZEXE
(b) Others === == Typs === ==

7o
8.
9

Speed and altitude of approach in knots and feet _ 1500 feet = 200 knots,

Mumber of guns ﬁring by caliber 6 = 57/38: 6 = LOMMy 6 = 20MM

Ammunition aocpended - by caliber 5"138 VT = 213 MIF = 93 LOW{ - 3003 20MM = 1000

10, Percent service allowance exponded __57 = 1,43%; LOMM = 2%; 204 = o5% :

: - Partial Radarjy- - E
11, Method of control Mk ;l Dirogtgggx@_ggrhlethod of spotting VA mg], Djmgj“ v
: Mk Radar; ' l

. Method of ranging Ral:ggefinder Method of firing Master Key

’ '12. Approximate time-tracking to first shot One' minute’ on firstt O on second,

13, A*Jproximate time of first hits

'3.4. Approximate time first shot to last shot

15, Approximate position angle open fire

1,° : . ' :

16, Approximate position angle cease fire #1 = 275 #2 - 0°

’

'17. Approximate besring first shot _270°(T) - £1; 230° - #2,

225 (Tl #1; 180° - ﬁZ«, :

19, Approximate range first shot #1 70003 #2 ~ 6000 A1titude of Planc#lﬂ-lOOO:_!B_»J.QOO
FL = 500 tt,

18, Approxinate be'aring' last shot

#1~-1500 yds
20, Approximate minimum range airoraft approached #2~30 ft, Altitude 2 - 30 ft,,
- 500 ft,
21, Approximate range last shot #1 = 2000 yds. ,Altitude of Plane 2 =~ 30 ft.. |
22, lporoximate mltituds of bomb releass = -- - Size of bomb. . = = = = = - !
. .o, "l— . . 7 1395)7 .
- : - _ 'P“ !
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‘_ ‘ l 2, Q-O"H"F-I'-D-E\;H-T-I-A-L e C S,

[: o ; . 23, hppro:d.r;mgte i‘anée"borpedc re;ease‘“ - - ' Siie of Torpedo __ = = = - - 4

' % 24.s&;mber hits on ship by bombs 0 by torpedoes _O___ Was ship strafed NO

[ ' ; . Slzegm = em- .
' 25, Number near bomb misses damaging s&ip 0 !

[ 26+ Planes shot down: SURE  SURR PROBABIE DAMAGED o

3 ) : (By orm chip (Assist) _ o

: alone) ,
_, ] . (a) Those attacking omn ship | |
. : (b) Other aircraft - - e e - m - -

(An aircraft is considersd destroyed "Sure!, wheun, as result of orn nhir's firot
e It 13 seen to crash, 2, It is seon to dlsintegrese in the alr or be cnveloped
. in flemes, 3, It 1s seen to descend on friondly territory and to captured, 4, Pilot
and entire crew are seen to bail out,) - ‘
(A) "Sure-Assistn" may be claimed whan plane i3 destroyed as result of own ship!s
and assisting fire by friendly planes, shorc batteries, or other ships,)
At aircraft is considersd probably destroyod vhon, as result of own shipis firet
It 1s so damaged as to have lsss than an even chance of reachirg its om territory
" safely,) (An aircraft is consicorod damagod when, as rosult of ovm shipts firet
It is so damaged as to require repair bofore bogirning another missien, but has ,
“better than an even chancoe of reaching its ovm torritory safely, Claims shall beo
-based on careful interrogation by per authority, and every offort shall be made ‘
to oliminate duplication of claims?fo - ’ ' ,
L ' F1 - 57/38, !

[: : fdf 274 Bost estimate of size gun or guns responsible for each "Sure” #2 = Lo and 203

28, Porformance of ammunition (axqellont,;good, bad, poor) _Good

29, What fallures in material occurrod in this action? Two 57/38 crimped cartridge

) : TLIEY,
30, Sketch: (a) Indicate dircction of attack rolative ship's hoad, i
- (b) Show relative position of sun, . . i%p
. .{c) Indicate own 'manouvars, : ' Rl >

Note: Add doscriptive text on additinnal o ‘ : . R
sheot if required to clarify roport, b .

#2 barely missed astern and crashed 150 fest o

on starboard quarter, About two minutes lateg, Ry U L
. & third bogie was observed shot down to Ptf . b .
starboard of CLAXTON and STCDDARD, We did V- T o= A\
not fire at third bogis, e;g,k_.«-w*;," (AN T
A L BRI

wa
C. W. AILIRICH
Comrander, U,S. Navy,
Commanding, - :

e
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, “Run ' : .
: : ihis vessel was operating with USS CLAXTON and USS STODDARD in an aqui-
lateral triangle formation, each leg 1300 yards, this vessel on port side of
formation - the side from which attack developed., Two Zekes were plcked up,
3 ) on parallel course with formation; main battery director wes put on leading
? ' plane, Planes started run in, both heading for this ship at 10,000 yards,
- Two FLU's came into 1ine of sight between ship and plane which necessitated
. hol fire until gianes had approached to 7,000 yards. Plane #1 was taken
under fire by main battery. Plane #2 by automatic weapons, Plane #1 con-
1 tinued run to about 3,500 yards where he cut behind plane #2, As it became
: : evident plane #1 was going to pass astern of the ship, main battery was
‘ } . gﬁttad to plane #2, which was now inside 1,200 yards headed directly for the
} . dge. For unknown reason plane #2 changed course to make suicide crash
amidships, at about 900 yards, .Plane was hit by 20mm and 4Omm and- courss .
continued to alter toward the stern of ship. Planeé crossed very close astern at
‘about 15 feet altitude and crashed within 50 yards of starboard quarter,
' Plane #l crossed astern of this ship, reported as burning by after control
- officer, STODDARD then took plane #1 under fire s plane crashed shortly after on
.opposite side of formation from which attack started.
‘ Fortunately this ship went to general quarters for evening alsrt at 1858
‘.i ' ITRM sunset 1920, Radar contact on low bogles was established about 2 minutes
3 : after going to general quarters and first bogle splashed at 1901 ITEM, Duse to
. approach of bogles through low clouds and lack of warning the CAP was ineffective.

7 9957
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REVISED FORM FOR REPORTING A.A. ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS
Location of ship (area) Oinavm Shima (Radar Picket #9V.S.S. MASSEY (DD=778)
Lat, 26°56'0 . Long, 1267561
Zone Time 190/ Item Date 6 Jung 145
1, Surprise attack (yes cr no) Jes D or Nigh® _ Dusk
First by Radar (SG) then
2-

¥ethod picking plane up (Raaar, binoculars, nakad eyc) Radar (SC=4)
ori 10 miles.

Range plane was picked up (50, 20, 10, less tien 5 milss) later less than 5 miles,
Total nunber of plenss observed (ne __Type Zeks .
Munber of planss attacking own ship _Ops Type ___ Zeke
Number of plan,e's taken under fire byv omn ship Ona .
" (a) Of those sttacking owm ship _ Ona o Type ___ Zeka
" (b) Others. e Type o mme
Speed and eltitude of approach in knots and feet _J200 fmat: 195 Jgmotss

Tunmber of guns firing by caliber b = 5"/38: 10 = LOAY: 7 = 20K
‘Amnmnitioa expended by caliber 5"/38 - VT L3, Mk, 18 13 203 = 10003 LAC = 500,

DPercent service allowance expended 5% = 2.6%; LOMM = 3.4%; 20808 - 1,67

Opticals 1l 51 Director;

-Method of controllk 143 Tracer, Method of spotting Visual (Direct).

Method of ranging Range Findor Mathod of firing Uaster Key

'Approximate time-tracking to first shot 0

Aoproximate time of first hits "4 Seconds

‘Approximate time first shot to last shot 12 Seconds 5%: 30 Seconds l,OLIH & m.
Approximate position angle open fire WASE |
Approicimate position angle cease fire '0° | _
kpproxinate bearing first shot , __105°(n)
Approximate bearing last shot 120° jT).

' 4500 Tards LOidH
Aprroxinmate range first shot 3500 Yards 57 Altituds of Plano 1000Feet
Approzimate minimum rahge aircraft approached 1500 Yards _Altitud.o 0
Approximate range last sh'ot 1500 Yoxds _ Atitude of Flane O
lpproxinate pltituds of bomb release = - == Size of bomb __= = = =

ole 7 4357

TN —
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23..Ap?r¢ximate range torpedo relgase = = = = __ Size of Torpedo _ === =

>~

244 Number hits on ship by bombs __ 0 by torpedoes O  Fas ship strafed Mo
A Size gun o -

25, Number near bomb misses damaging ship Nons

: 26, Flanes shot domn:  (ne ' SURE SURE . PROBABLE DAMAGE
3 ‘ _ ' . (By ovm chip (Assist)”
3 ) : . alone)

(a) Those attacking own ship s Ons .= - -

. (b) Other aireraft ’ I —— — — ——

——

; (An aircraft is considered destroyed “Suref, whon, as result of osm raipls firos

i1e It 18 seen to crash, 2, It is suen to drgintegrets in the air or be onveloped
in flames, 3, It is seen to deacend on friendiy territory and be captured. 4. Pilot -
and entire crew ars scen to ball out,) :
(A) "Surc=Assist" may be claimod whon plane i3 dostrayod as rosult of own -ship's i
and assisting firo by friendly planes, shorc hattoriss, or othor ships,) ‘
(An elrcraft is considerod probably destroyod vhon, as result of own shipls firet
It is 80 damaged as to have less than an evon chance of reaching its omm territory
safely,) (An aircraft is considercd damaged whon, as result of own ship's fires
It is so damaged as to require repalr before boginnirg another mission, but has

better than en even chance of roaching its omm territory safely, Clains shall be !

based on careful interrogation by proper authority, and every offort shall be made
to eliminato duplication of claimsg.

27, Bost ostimate of size gun or guns rosponsiblo for cach MSurc™ 5m/38

284 Porformance of ammunition (oxcellont, good, bad, poor) Good

29, What failures in material occurrod in this action? Nens

', ) . 1ed
30. Sketoh: (a) Indicate dircction of altack rolative ship!s hoad, : Jéz “1#;2ﬂf
b) Show relative position of sun,  gun

.. ¢) Indicate own mancuvers, s
FNotes Add doscriptive toxt on additional

sheot 1if required to clarify roport.

© This was & beautiful problem, The /w
first 5% hit,and 3 projectiles exploded very

- close underneath Zeks followed almost instant=
1y by a large sheat of flame,

ATV (1:‘4' \-(‘z L,

C.W. AILDMCH.’ )
B Cormander, U.S. Navy,
: ' Commanding, "

70957




‘ fszﬁt&g I :E‘cﬁo: - he.& . . . .. ‘ ' ) \
,AJ i : . ' * REVISED FORM FOR REPORTING A.A, ACTION BY SUKFACE SHIPS

L | - Location- of ship (aten) Oldnewa.Shimn (Radar Picket #9)0,5.S. MASSEY (DDw778) .
[ | lat. 269561N - Longﬁ%féo 561E

Date ___6 Jupe 1945

Zone Time ___ 1939
l T -
_.‘ ‘ . 1..Suz"prise attack (yes or no) No Day or Night Duzk »
L . ' 2. Method pickfmg plane up (Redar, bincculars, naked éyé) Redar (S0=4)
l < ' 3, Range plane Was. picked up (50,.30, 10, less than 5 miles) _ 10 Wiles
i] . 4o Totel munber of plénes observed _Five Type __Valj Oscar; Others,
L ‘ : 5+ Number of planes attacking om ship __ Two Type One Oscar; One Unidentified.
J 6e .N\mber of planes taken under fire by owm ship. Two

(a) Of those attacking ovm ship Two Type __Qscarj Unidentified

(b) Others __ Split, end made later rum Type - - |
7. Speed.and altitude of approach in knots and feet __ 1000 ft,3 210 knots

i

{

!

1

! 8. Number of guns firing = by caliber _6 - 51/38; 10 - LO0MM; 7 - 20804,

. ; o

L E 9, Ammnition expended = by caliber 5" = VI3 32, Mk 18: 9; 4LOMM = 400; 204 = 1500,
\

10, Percent service allowance expended 5" = 2%: AOMM = 2,7%; 208M = 2,3% L

Partial Radar; . A |
11, Method of control Mk 5] Directors Method of spotting Visual (Direot) i ' |
F . Mk 14 Sight; Tracer v ‘ o |
7[ . : Method of ranging Mk 12 Radar Kethod of firing Master Key s
1_ ‘ 12, Approximate time=tracking to first shot 3 Minutes ~
| . .
J ! 13, Approximate time of first hits - = - - J
| 1. Approximate time first shot to last shot .25 Seponds . . N
l ' 15, Apprdximate- position angle open. fire 3°
’~ ] E 16, Approximate position angle cease fire 20

‘( | i 17. Approximate bearing first shot # - 290°(R/al, ): #2 = 270° (Ral.)

' 1B. Approximate bearing last shot - == -
#1 = 9000 Yards
19, Approximate range first shot _ #2 = 4000 Yards LAQMTtitude of Ph.ne 1000 Ft,
: #l = 4000 yards FL= 1000 Fte
204 Approximate minimm range aireraft approached #2 = 500 yopdaitude #2 = %00 Ft.

T

#1 - 6000 Yards = 1600 Fte
21, Approximate range last shot #2 = 300 Yards Mtitude of Plane #2 = 100 Ft.

22+ Jporoximate mltituds-of bomb release w e~ = o GSizg of bomb peliuiiaiiiey ,
' =] AN ENY AR '

e e et et e e — e

Li .. £ ’ . i ) - . d
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23, Approximate range torpedo relsase __ = = = = Sizo of Torpedo __ = = = = i :

2/, Nunber hits on ship by bombs 0 by torpedoes ___Q _ Was ship strafed _¥o - ! !
' 'Siza glm - w w w ‘

. 25, Bumber near bomb'misses damaging ship Noma _ .

© 26, Planes shot downi SURE  GURE  PROBABLE DAMAGED
- : (By ovm ghlp (Assist) :

aione) ' !

i ’ (&}T}losaattackingg‘wnship - - - - - - - e a - meu WWw e =

(b)O‘theraircraf‘t - o & e - ow = m - - om - T w w - -- = (

(in aircraft is considered destroysd #Sure”, when, as result of orp nhirts firo

1. It is seen to crashi 2, It is awen to aswintogreso in the ajr or ho onveloped
‘4n flames, 3. It is seen to descend on friondly ferritory ard bo captured, 4. Pilot
and entirs crow are scen to ball out.) :

(A) "Suro=Assist" may bo clained yhan plane is dostroyod as rosult of own ship's
and assisting fire by friendly plnnocs, shorc mtteries, or other ships,)

(An aircraft is considercd probably desbroyed vhor, as result of cwn ship*s fire:

It is so damaged as to have less %han an cven charce of roaching its om torritory
safely,) (An eircraft 4s considercd Gemapcd when, as rosulf of orm shipts firos

It is so damaged as to require ropair boforo bogirnlng another mfssicn; but has -

bettor than an even chance of reaching 1ts owm torritory safely. OClains sha’l bo

based on careful interrogation bty proper authority, and every offort shall be made

to eliminate duplication of claims). )

" |

27.Aﬁest ostimate of size gun or guns responsidblo for each fiSureh == = =

et YT LR A T AR T e s e P

28. Porformance of ammnition (oxcellent, good, bad, poor) _Good oo

o 29, What.failures in material occurrod in this action? .- ==

. 30, Skotchs (a) Indicate diroction of altack }olativo shipts hoad.

~ b) Show rolativo poeition of sun, - ;
¢) Indicato ovm manouvars, " .

: - . oM : o P
Noté: Add doseriptive toxt on edditinnal i, .

»

ghoot if required teo clarify roport. R /i ’ i
Own spaod 32 knotgf Bogles 1 anévé m£¥ed forward C<m ? of o el
: : out of gum rangs, Bogey 5 decoyed to stern and Qgg ,."_*,_Fw‘2? !
' sidrted formation at 15 miles. Bogey 3 headed ) X—~-___\“‘:::T; $1. !
z fowerd MASSEY snd CLAXTON, was taken under five by @x, T -
MASSEY 5% battery but turned ewaye Bogey 4 (Oscar) e ;
was taken under fire by CLAXTON and MASSEY automatics, T L, o]
.croewdaheadofmsm,mmeds*@hft exacuted ,
e ateep dive and bavely misesd CLATION, o Alaiaet ll
’ ’ 00 u. ,
Conmandsar, UeS. Navy,
5 Commandings

70957
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XEVISED FORM FOR REPORTING A.A, ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS

Location of ehip (araa) Old%mShim (w_ﬁmwﬂ 3.8, MASSEY (bD778)
lat, 26°56'N . long, 1266567% .

Zone Time __. 194J Item _Date __6 . June 1948

- ——. -

e - —— —— e ——

: 1. Surprise attack (yes cr ro) Nn D.y ov Night _ Dusk
20 Uethod pioking plane up (Radaxr, binoculars, naknd eyo) Radar (SC-4)

3, Range plane was picked up (50, 20, 10, less tien 5 niles) __8 Yiles

4o Total number of planes observed _ Cne Type Val

5. Mumber of planes attacking own ship _One Type ____ Val
bs Number of plaes teken under fire by c¢wn ship __One .

(a) Of those attacking own ship _ Ono . Type Val

(b)O‘thers ‘ B ' dingiadiel Type - - - -

7. Speed and altitude of approach in knots and feet lﬁ knots = 1500 gggg

8, Number of guns ﬁring w by caliber b=52/38

9 Ammunit;on exponded = by caliber __ 57/38 = VT 60, Mk 18 39,

10, Percent service allowance expended k7%
11, Method of control Partisl Radar ‘Method of spotting Visual (Dirsct)

'}Jgthpd of ranging ¥k 12 Badar : Mothod of firing __ laoter Key

'12, Approximate time-tracking to first shot _2 Mimutes

’

.. 13, Approximate time of first hits _ 20 Seconds

M.‘Applroxima‘be time first shot to last shot 35 Seconds

15, Approximate position angls open fire 4°

e

16, Approximate position angle cease fire 0°
17. Approximate bearing first shot 055(T)

18, Avproximate bearing last shot 055(T)

19, dpproximate renge first shot _ '-6000 Yards Altitude of Pleno 1500 Feet Peot

20s Approximate minimum ra.nge aircraft approaohod 22}2 ’L.rda Altitude (¢]

%1, Approximate range last shot 2500 Yards Ltituda of Plans Q

22, lpproxrimate mitituds’ of bomb release = = = = Size of bomh) = = = =
; 4 R AT

63
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23, Approximate rangé torpedo reloass = = = = Size of Torpedo _= = = =

24 Mumber hits on ship by bombs 0 by torpedoes __O _ Was ship strafed-Jo

- It is so damaged as to roquire repair beforo boginning another mission, but has

The C.0, MASSZY thought STODDARD was assist but she . W CH
’ later.dieclaimcd. ‘ ing 8ommanﬁ%?§l +«8.Navy,

Size gun ndiietnd

254 Nurber near bomb misses demaging ship None
26y Flanes shot down: One SURE  SURE ©PROBABIE DMMAGED . . |
' (By ovm ship (ABSiSu)
alone)
(a) Those attgcking own ship - +  _One I
(b) Other aircraft . ' e m e e wme ===

(An aircraft is considered destroyed "Sure", when, as result of ovm ship's firo:

1. It 13 seen to crashe 2. It is scon to disintegreto in the air or be onveloped-

in flames, 3, It 1s geen. to descend on friendly territory and be captured. Lo Pilot

and entire crew are seen to bail out,)

(A) fSure=Assist" may be claimed whon plane is dostroyod as rosult of own ship!s R
and assisting fire by friendly planes, shore batteriss, or other ships.) . !
(An aircraft is considered probably destroycd whon, as result of own ship's fire:

It 18 20 damaped as to have less than an evon chance of reaching its omm territery
safoly,) (An sircraft is considerod damapod whon, as rosult of own ship's fire:

better than an even chanco of reaching its own territory safely, Clains shall be »
based on careful interrogation by proper authority, and every aeffort shall be made ;
to eliminate duplication of claims),

27, Best estimate of size gun or guns responsiblo for oach "Sure" 5'/33

28, Porformance of emmuni tion (oxcellont, good, bad, poor) Good
Amplifier unit to Mk 5 elevation

29, What failures in material ccourrod in this action?

due.to the b
30, Skatchz (a) .Indicate dircetion of attack rolative sg§g3§ ign vol%age reo%g§§§r.
-(b) Show rolative position of sun.
) ¢) Indiocate own manouvers, . )
Noto: Add doscriptive toxt on additional : : ' !

shoot if required to clarify roport
8peed 32 knots,. This was & good problem. éogey was hit

goon and glowed with a bright orange light, Shortly there- '
after it moved over sharply and crashed in a stesp dive )
without ever bursting complstely into flames. At the time @ enr (Rlolnik b

Ccmmanding; . .
Bt |
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- REVISED FORM FOR REPORTING A.A, ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS

Locitich of ship (area) QM&MXQ&&M@L&W §.8. MASSEY (DD-778)
Lat, 2695618 Long, 12605698 _
Zons Time 1947 Ttem _ Date ___6_1@@_3_945

— —— s ——— p—— -

1. Surprise attack (yes or ro) _ No

é : : 2, Method picking plane up (Racer, binoculars, nakad eyc) Radar(8C=4)

ny v N;gh‘ Dusk

t 3o Range plane was picked up {50, 20, 10, lecs tien 5 milas) _10 Miles

X * 4o Total mumber of planss observed __One Typo _ Unidentified -
B . : .5+ Number of planes attacking own ship __Qgg_______; Type 'Unidentiﬁ,ed

:’ N ‘N'Lmber' of plenes taken under fire by cwn ship ) :

. “ (a) Of those attacking own ship __C Tyve __ Unidentdfied

‘i (b) Others - == Type === =

.Te Speed and altitude of approach in knots and feet 197 Knotsy 1200 Feet

e Rioat vt LT o Lo N

8, Number of guns firing = by caliber 6=57"/38; 4=i0MM,

Mk,18 20; LOMM =

5" = YT 70, 156,

‘l j 9 Ammnition expended - by caliber

10, Percent service allowance expended 5M = /.3%

[ | 1% ethod of conthel arutal Badens Tracedothod of epotiing Timal (rest) .
Method of ranging Mk, 12 Rmm- ’

Mathod of firing Mastar Kev

‘] . 12, Approximate time-tracking to first shot 1 m+,§ :
’ 13.. Avproximate time of first hits 30 Saoands . la
] E 124.' Approximate time first shot to last shot _90 gamnda )

- 15, Approxinate position engle open fire 0 -

l _ ' 16, Approximate position angle cease fire 0 N L e

; 17, Approximate bearing first shot o75°(1)

( ) i8, Appro:dma.te bearing last shot ‘ .0850 (1) e

N . J.%Approxim:ét’e range first snot ___ 600Q yards _Altitvde of Flang ;1200 feet -

[ 204 . Approximete minimm range aireraft approached 4000 vards  Altitude 800 fest

2, Mpproximate

" 22, lpprovdmate.

range last shot 7000 mxnds

Atitude of Plane _600 feat

eltituds of bomb release _.

- o e

- . K

Size of bomb

- o e e

9957
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., CaOuNaFeloDuEulinleT = AL e | (el )
.. T . t Lo “ a_
.23¢ Approximate rangs torpedo release _ = = = = Size of Torpedo _ = = = =

"~ 254 Number near bomb misses damaging ship None

- 26, Planes shot down: SURE SURE PROBABIE DAMAGED

- 4n flames, 3, It is seen to descend on friondily triritory and bo captured. 4. Pilot

~ and assisting fire by friendly plnnes, shorc hattoriss, or other ships,)

1o oliminato duplication of oclaims

:27, Bost estimate of slzo gun or guns rosponsible for cach M"Surefl = = w=

~was tracked out to 12,000 yards where elevation dro A
‘to zero, One director operator:claimed to ese tho ClaxTe® sy

24; Rumber hits on ship by bombs 9 b& torpsdoes 2 Was ship strafed _Jpo
Size gun = = ~ =

(By ovm ship (Assist)
alone

(8) Those attnoking own Bhip = w == weww o - waea o -

(b)mermcraﬁ - - o = - e e w - . e Wu e w weses

(An aircfaft is considered deétroyed WSuref, when, as result of orm phipts firo:
e It 1s seen to crash, 2, It is ceen to clsintegrete in the air or be onveloped

and entire crew are seen to bail out,) .
(A) "Suro-assist may be claimed whon. plane is dnstroyed as rosult of own ship's

(4n aircraft is considered probably destroyod vhon, as rosult of cwn ship's fire:

It i3 so damaged as to have loss than an even charco of reaching its owm territory

‘safoly, )  (An aireraft is considerod demagod when, as rosult of own shipts fire:

It 18 so damagoed as to require repair boforo boginring another mission, but has

better than an evon chanco of reaching its own torritory safoly, Clainms shall be

based on careful interrogation by groper authority, and evory offort shall be mado
.

!-l

28, Porformance of amﬁuniﬁion (oxcellonﬁ, good, bad, poor) Good

29, What failures in material occurrod-in this action? Nona

b) Show rolative position of sun, .
e ¢) Indicate own mancuvers, -
FRote: Add doscriptive toxt on additionsl :
sheet 1f required to clarify roport,

Speed 30 knotas, This plane is claimed as

30, Sketchi éa% Indicate diroction of altack rolative ship's heady ' =~

& very strong protable, Flans was taken under fire ~— 7
at 6000 yards, he epproached to 4500, was seen to be - T~
bit and turning; parts fell. Plane turred back going 6 M Tt Ta
straight eway, fire wes csased at 7000 yards, Flane :

splash. However because of very limited viosibility
dus to increasing darkmesa, no others witnessed the
splash. Therefore plane is claimed as probable
rather than sure, L SRR o Ot
C. W. ALDRICH,
) Canm&nder, U.3, Hm,
Commanding

7 ! 3957
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, U.8,8. MASSEY «(pD=778) | -. . _
EP S A - PHAS: B
4oy ' [N 1852 - 1905 Iten

Action on Radar Picket Station #9 .
on avening of Juns 6, 1945,

U.8.8, STODDARD (DD-566
U.8.8, CLAXTGN (DD-571
' U.8.8, HASSEY (DD-778
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E? , . . +(Graphic description; not to scale,
' | Data on firing of STODDARD, CLAXN
v - ’ and support craft not available,)
® oo ) @ CONFIDENTAL
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~ e EToes 2 I
- O SHEET NO 3¢ &
CTDFlot 5/ '116-3 COMMANDER TASK DESTROYER FLOTILLA FIVE - :
3 Serial 0455 - . 6/o Fleet Post Office )
. San Franclaco, Californis
" 20 June 1945 . g
C-0-N-P=]-D-E-N-T-I-A-] ' /
FIRST TDORSEMENT to . ’
S ) Co, USS HASSEI Conf. l'tl'. . A
: DD778/416~3, serial 085, :
- dated 13 June 1945 - !
Prom: Commander Tesk Group 31.5 (ComTazkDesFlot 5).
Tos Commander in Chief, United States Flest. )
Vias 1) Commander Fifth Amphibious Force (CTF 31).
’ ‘ . (2) Commandsr Third Fleet,
3) Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Flest.

. 51 Subjects inti-Areraft Action on Radar Plcket Ststion #9, Okinaws,

. : N roport of, ‘ . 4 .

3 1. Porwarded. .

§ . . % \.

‘ . ‘ ¥, LOOSERUGG _

s SO




¢
.Via 1

i p e e v

Reference: (a) PacFlt conf, ltr. 1CL-45, dated 1 Jamuary 1945.

%%‘EB o jf%ﬁé.é%i%%éi?;
From _ : l

Subject: Action Report - East China Sea Operation,; for the period

. MASSEY was attached to Task Group 95.3 from 12 July 1945 through 23 July
1945 and during that time performed duties as a screening vessel in the anti-
submarine screen of Task Force 95, MASSEY did not ongage the enémy during
the sweep of the East China Sea. MAS?EY sunk two enemy mines during the periocd,

12 Ju

MASSEY anchored in San Pedro Bay, Leyte, Philippine Islands on 6 hours .
notice in accordance with CDS 24 visual 062350, Task Farce 33 is

O Y et b e Gt

T ) 7
o . b
' O U.S.5. MASSEY (Db—778) : ‘,~) [ 7 ﬂw{/ g
| ) C 2, galy a9
3. NO 7 2.3

The Commanding Officer,
The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet. T
* (1) The Commander Task Group 95.3 : . I
: (Commander Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Four)
(2) The Commander Task Force 95,
(Commander Cruiser Division Sixteen)
(3) The Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet

12 July 1945 through 23 July 1945.

(b) CTF 95 OpOrder 8-45.

PART I
BRIEF SUMIARY

,  PART III
CHRONQLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF ACTION
(A1l times are Item).

)

L

1 | Moonrise 08343 Moonset 2126,

b

e-designated Task Force 95 by CinCPac's top secrct dispatch 111153,

)

: 1200 Weather: Cloudy, middle and low clouds, passing rain squalis from
" Northeast, B
[ ) .
f 13 July 1945 Moonrise 0927; L{oonset 2215, !
, ; )
- 0600 MASSEY undervey to gortie with Task Force 95 in accordance with CDS 2Lfs . L
&7 visual 121000, : ';
0700 ',BeganA sonar -sweep off San Pedro Bay swopt channel,
1
0830 Took station in anti-submarine screen. !
1121 Commenced schedulsd anti—aircmft ‘practice firing , using drone and towed f
sleeve target, ;!
1200 Weather: Gloudy, middle and low clouds from Northwest, slight breeze, :
passing m.’m ﬂqunlla, .
B - -l

i
1}
1
.
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A16-3 (s , [ 2» 7/
' (099 ) o ‘ 2 July 1y 5. ’

CONFIDENTTAL '

Subject: Action Raport East China Sea Operatlon, for, the period

12 July 1945 through 23 July 1945.

151 Secured from anti-aircraft practice firing.

©, 1500 Commenced scheduled surface gunnery mactice, ualng towed sled targét,

.
o
¢ et o vt o vt e s T .

1555 Secured from surface gunnery practice,

2115 Commenced night ‘surface gunnery pm;:tiée, using towed sled tar'g'qt. |

o 2]29 Secured from night aﬁrface gunnery ractice, _

1 July 1945 ' e : o Yoonrdise 1017; Moonset 2247,
0805 Commenced scheduled tactical exercises,

1132 Secured from tactical excroises, .

’ :

| 3 . ' 1200 Weather: (loudy, middle and low clouda, passing rain squslls frcm South:vest,
» . slight breezs, , . }

4§ . i .
B - 1330 Commenced scheduled anti-aireraft coordination drill, ‘

15 July 1965 e Moonrise 1058; Moonset 2327,

‘ i , - 1500 Secured from anti-aircraft coordination drill. S _ .
J 0915 MASSEY fueled alongside CIEVELAND. ’ L ' !

r ' » , 1023 . MASSEY completed fueling, E .

i :. . . ’ I

| : 1200 Veather; Cloudy, middle and low cloud5, passing roin 5"‘-‘3113 from southwea‘b

I - . . sl&ht breeze from South and Southwest,

‘ | . . 26 July 1945, ' Moonriss 13.37; Moonsct 2358,
0611 Made landfall on Okinawa Shinn. o

0810 Passed through submarine nets, Bucknar B&y, Okinawn,
0832 Anchored in berth B-lB‘lr

0850 WADSWORTH moared alongside to starboard.

0950 "Procesdod to go alongside ALASKA to receive fuel, L : : o

1200 Weather: Oloudy, middle and high clouds, s1ight breeze fram Sou‘bh

i’ 1138 Re_tumeci to anchorage in berth B-131, - . '
!
1‘ baromgter rose to 3004,

o S . Boes ¥
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!
‘ 63 0 ‘ L21, Julv 1945, r72- A
L C (09 ) . S C
| ’ CONFIDENTIAL ' A
Subjects - Action Report ~ East Chinn Sea Operation, for the. periocd

12 July 1945 through 23 July 1945,

1720 Ulgdemay to sortie with Task Fome 95 in accordance with CDSts visual i
160700

1935 Took station in ahti-submarine screen of the task force, ' o

.47 July 1945 . Moonrise 12375 Moonset 2343
0640 Went to Genercl fuarters on approach of an unidentified plane,

0656 Seocured from Generel Nuarters when plans wos identificd as friendly,

1200 Weather: Fair, few clouds, winds of about & knobs from Southeast,
Barometar normal,

1235 Went to General Quarters on approach of an unidentified plans,
1247 Secured from Generel Quarters when plane was identificd as friendly.

hrir. Proceeded to Picket Station #2 in accordance with CDS 24's visual 170702,

18 July 1945 Moonrise 1310; Hoonset 0028,
0510 Rejoined anti—submarine screen and, took station,

'0_650 Relieved in screen station by BEALE. Proceeded to go alongside DENVER - -
. for fuel, .

b 0756 Proceeded ‘to relieve Al‘I’I'I-DI‘IY in screen.

1200 Weather: Partly cloudy, passing rain squalls, winds of about 15 knots from
East Southcast, barometer normal, swslls of about 8 foct from South
Southeast,

i. . . [ -
l© 1719 MASSEY sighted & Jo.pnneee Type 93 hornod mino floating 300 yards broad on
< the starboard bovr,

1730 Detomated Japanese mine with 4Omm fire,

1200 Weathor: Low ‘clouds, numerous rein squalls from South winds of about 20
«knots from South barometer normal, long swells of about 10 foot from \ ‘
Southeast, A i
. 5 | 3

1746 Reg;li'ned station in soreon,
E 19 July 1945 ' ' Hoonrise 1409; Moonset 0102,

. i 0805 Relieved on. screening station by BEALE. Proceeded to go alongside DENVER
: ..~ for fuel, : .
i' 0851 Proceeded to regain posiﬁion in the screen.. . : | \
%

\,....._.




1]

|

g

o e e T, R Sr e e s i g e i SO e e o

wy

1163

' - 24 July 1945, c /73
(099 ) () : ) |
CONFIDENTTAL _ .
Subject: - Actlon Report - Iast Chine Sea Operation, for the perioed 12 July

1945 through 23 July 1945.

. T M T e e e e o e e e e e e e - e we > > e -

1,07 Doparted from statim to investigats susplcious floating object,

113 Object identifioed as Japanese Typo 93 mine. Ifino sunk by 4Omm fire without

detonation, .
20 July 1945 ' Hoonrise 1501; Moonset 0138,

0710° Relieved on station by BEALE. Proceedod to go alongside GUAM for fuel,
0750 Proceeded to rogain stotion in tho scrcon upon completion of Tueling, -

1200 Weather: ‘Partly cloudy, low clouds, rain squalls in the afternoon, winds

Ifrom Southeast to West, increasing in tho afternoon to about 30 knots, dscp i
. gwells from Southwest, :

21 July 1945 _ . Hoonrise 1604; Hoonset 0215,

P

1200 Weather: -Squally wenther- from Southwest, winds of aboub 12 knots from
. Southwest, low visibility, medium swolls from Southwest,

1919 wWent t.o General Ouarters for evening alert,

[

. 2040 Sceured from Genernl Muarters; set condition "IEAAY,

. | ’
2155 Went to Genoral Quirters on approach of unidentified group of three planss,
Planes closcd to within 16 ,000 yards of NASSEY. Ships on other side of .

formation opened fire. FPlanss turned awny., Planes did nct cloea formtion
again,

229 Secured from Genernl uarters; set condition MIEAAM,

22 July 1945 . . foonrise 1658; Moonsot 0313,
1050 Set condition of readiness N1EAAT.

1200 eather; Clear, visibility good, slight brecze from South, barometer norml,

1202 Departed from screen in company with ComDesDiv 47 and DesDiv 47 to investigte
‘ surface contacts, ' '

1214 Went to Generml Tuarters, o ' 3 ) \

: 12213 Threc small fishing boots were identified es hamless Chincse fisherwen

)} with one to threo occupents per boat. The craft were small with no o
{ concealment for personncl or cargo. Identification wasnot positively certain

s I H
since an interprotor wes not available aboard this ship, Circumstancial _ 5
" evidence was convincing, ' ]

1300 Rejoined anti-submarine. sereen,

1825 Proceeded to Picket Station #1 in eccordance with CDS 24 visual 220708, - L{)
’ . U I Y : :
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1945 through 23 July 1945.

2200 Rejoined anti-submarine screen,

2247 Securcd from condition MIEAAT and sct condition IT.

23 J 194 Hoonrise 1751; Yoonset 0348,

1200 Weather: Partly cloudy, middle and low clouds from South, slight bresze
from South, barometer normal,

PART IV
ORDNANCE

Ay Performnce of own ord:;xe.nce and matorial,

A single materdal caswalty developed in the Mk I computer on 1 July
during a tracking excrcise,

Nature of Casualty :
' Improper functioning of the time of flight ballistic computer section
_ of the 1k I, Hod 13 computer,

Causa .
) Burned follow=-up control, (BuOrd Drawing #209789, piece #11)

Corrective Measures Taken, .
Casualty corrocted by shipts force, New follow-up control installed,

PARTS V, VI, VII, AND VIII.

No couxneqts.

'~ C, W. ALDRICH.

CincPac 3 |
ComDesPac 1 )
CominCh 1

ComDesRon 66
ComDesDiv 132
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CCNFIDENTIAL ]
Subject: Action Report — East China Sea Operation, for the period 12 July
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. w S - L /'75 l‘
1. o | : REG. NO /2
. | .S NO R 02783 ____!
. - .~ U.8.8, MASSEY (Do-'m) EEETSHES-ET NO/)/7
A16-3 ( 0110 )

IECLASSIFIED . - Ly

The Commanding Officer; !
To The Commonder in-Chief, United States Flest, . !
Via:s (1) Commander Task unit 95,2,4. ' ' ;

e

.

(Cormander Destroyer Squadron Twenty-four, )
(2) Commnder Task Group 95.2.
" (Commander Crulser-Division SIXTERN.)
(3) Commirder Task Force 95,
(Commander Battleship Squadron One.)
(4) Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Flest,

Subjects Action Report - East China Sea Operation for the pericd
24 July 1945 through 7 August 1945,

Reference: - (a) PacFlt conf, ltr, 10I-45 dated 1 Janwary 1945, |
(b) ComCruDivib OpOrder 8-145.

PART I
BRIEF SUMMARY

2l

MASSEY was attached to Task Unit 95.2.4 from 2, July 1945 through '
7 August 1945 and during that time performed duties as a screening vessel i
in the anti-submarins screen of Task Group 95.2, MASSEY took one unidentified
plane under fire at 0504, 4 August 1945, ’

PART III
CHRONOLOGICAL .\CCOUNT OF ACTION
(A1l times are Item)

I July 19 . _ ' Moonrise 1754; Moonset 0402

. - 0000 MASSEY steaming in anti-submarine screon of the task group approaching
, Okinawa from the sast, '
| - 0612 Commenced patrolling station in actéordance with sortie and entrance
plan off Buckner Bay swept channel, .
: 0711 Passed throwgh anti~submarine nets, :
_ 0740 . Anchored in berth I-643; . ) . i
I e - 1047 8hifted berths to I-39, o T :
1200. Weather; Clear, low and middle clouds 0.03, visibility gooed, winds !
of 2 knots from 260°(T), calm sea, ' ' .
115 Went alongside IX-137 to fuel,
1633 Returned to berth 1~39. '
1640 Received provisions and GSK stores,

RN R | ' .
2§ July 1945 - _ Moonrise 1906; Moonset 0520
- 0000  Anchored in berth 1~-39, Buckner Bay, Okimawa, :
. 1200 Weather: .Clear, middle and low clouds 0.05, visibility good, winds
| : of about 4 knots from 260°(T), calm sea, .

e e ) | R
13571 (p.19) b g@%z‘;% e |
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) "1 Alé-3 (o110 ) L 11 August 1945, 7
QONFIDENILAL
- Subjects Action Repoz;t - East Chine Sea Operation for the period
' 25, July 1945 through 7 August 1945, . :
2 mpans T TTTTTTTTT fonrise 2019; Woonset 0631

1200 Weather: OClouds, middle and low elcuds 0.08, visibility limited, passing
rain squalls, winds of 3 knots from 270%(T), calm sea, -

1441 Underway to sortie with. the task g-oup. ’

1553 Commenced patrolling on station in accordance with sortie plon,
" 1637 General Quarters on the approach of an unidentified plane,

1642 Took station in screen of task group cruising disposition,

1658 Secured from General Quarters upon identification of the plane as

- friendly. _ . .

R 27 July 1945 . - ' .i.-'; .. Moomrise 2045;. Moonset 0746

.

, 1200 Weatheri,Clesr, ceiling unlimited, low cAsuds 0,02, wind force 8 knots
from 230 (T), .sea condition, slight swell, .
1843 . Took station with DesDiv 48 in the rear group of destroyers upon

deployment,
28 July 1945, Moonrise 2126; Moonset 0856.
‘ 0321 Went to Genernl Quarters on making a surface radar contact. roe !

0407 Secured from Genoral Quarters when radar contact wos determined to be

. a secondary echo’ from a geographical target. : ' _

1200 ‘Weather: Cloudy, low and middle clouds, gassing rain squalls, wind
of 17 ¥nots and slight sea swell from 150 (T), visibility godd,

29 July 1945 . Yoonrise 22153 Moonset 0945
0835 " Proceeded to assigﬁed gtation in entrance plan for entrance to . ' !

Buckner Bay, Okinawa, .
1034 Passed through anti-submarine nets and proceeded to assigned bsrth
 near U.S.S. CASCADE, , . _ .. .
1200 Weather féir, slight breeze from east, barometer normal, visidility
oxcellent, sca calm. :
1352 Vent alongside U,S,S. CHETAUK (IX-188) for fuel.
1532 U.S.S. CHETAUK with MASSEY alongside got underway and proceeded to go
- alongside GUAM, : , '
1553 MASSEY retuined to anchorage and remained on one hour notdce in accordance

with CTG 95.2's visual 290545, !
30 July 1945 : - Moonrise 2244; Moonset 1046
0320 Sounded General Quarters for possible air attock. I
‘ - 0400 . Secured from General Quarters when all enemy planes had cleared the area.
. 1200 Weather fair, low clouds 0.02, slight breeze from NE to SE, barometer
normel, sea calm, . . !
' 31 July 1945 . Moonrise 2313; Moonset 1lhh
0847 Underwmy to sortie with DesRon 2}, in accordance with CDS 2418 visual Z
" 300230, . . .
. ' -2- 4 ' . :
| - 8 02783
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b £y A26-3 (0110 D) ‘ e 11 August 1945, 177

Subject: Action Report — Fast Chim Sea Operation for the period
‘ 2, July 1945 through 7 August 1945,

-——--_—-—--‘——.-._-__—-_——..—..—-._-——-..—-—-

31 July 1945 (Cont'd) A ‘:

0915 pProceeded to roturn to anchorago in eomplicnce with CTG 95.218 dispatch:
09051 cancelling the sortie order.
0947 Anchored in berth I-43. ‘ .
1200 -VWeather fair, passing rein squalls, visibility good, slight breeze of
" about six knots from NE to SE, barometer lower, but normal rise and
fall, long low swells from NE. - _ ' |

1 August 1945 | : Moonrise 2342; Moonset 1256

0840 Underway to sortie with DesRon 24 in accordance with CTG 95,24 310426,
0908 Passed through the anti-submarine nets and took screening station in !
accordance with sortie plon. .
1043 Took station in screen of Task Group disposition éVB of CTG 95.2
© OpOrder 8-45. ' : '
1200 Weather dloudy with numerous rain squalls, winda of 10 knots from
" CNE to MW, visibility limited, barometer low, long low owolls from NW,
1625 General Quarters on approach of unidentified aireraft,
+ 1711 Secured from General NQuarters when plane was identified as friendly.

2 August 1945 Moonrise 0050; Moonset 1LOL

1200 Weather: cloudy,low and middlo clouds, numerous rain squalls, wind of
10 to 20 knots from NE to N, visibility limited, barometer low, high
. swells from N to NW. '
1900 General Quarters for evening alert. : :
1935 Pproceeded to picket station #2, 12 miles bearing 150%(T) from fleet
center, : : s _ : :
2010 Sccured from General Quarters,

-

. e o s

3 August 1945 S Moonrise 0129; Moonset 1522

0435 Proceeded to roturn to station in anti-submrrine screen of the
' disposition, ' ‘
1200 Venther:- cloudy, low and middle clouds, winds of 15 to 18 knots from
: W to NNW, visibllity poor, ‘barometer low, but norml rise and fall,
. short deep swells from NI,

1900 General Quarters for evening alert. : '

1933 Proceeded to taks station in anti-submarine scroen in van of deployment
disposition.,

2013 Secured from Ceneral Quarters, ‘ :

2300 Gencral Quarters for anti-shipping swoep of northern appronches to
Yangtze River mouth, Proceeded in company with DesRon 47 and CruDiv 12,

L August 1945 , : " \Moonrise 0212; Moonset 1639 . l
0115 Secured from Generdl Quarters, |

OLOO On order of CTG 95,2 MASSEY and DALY left the formation to investigate
an unidentified surface tawgoet. . \Z

-3- 8 02783
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11 August 1945, * /7%

© p15-3 (0110 )

CONFIDENTIA

-y e - e - e e

Subject: Action Report -~ East ‘China Sea Operation for the peried
: 21, July 1945 through 7 August 1945.

L At_{gAust 1945 (Conttd)

! 0430 Target f-ound to boaChinese two-msted open Junk. Roported findings and
: . proceeded to rejoin formtion on order of CTG 95.2., :

0445 General Quarters on appro~ch of unidentified aircraft, The plone was
picked up at 50 miles bearing 250°(T) and tracked in directly towards
MASSEY and DALY, ' ’ '

0504 After notifying CIG 95.2 of intentions, MASSEY opened fire on plane,

. The plane changed course upon being taken under fire and crossed
ahead of MASSEY,

0506 MASSEY ceased firing as plane opencd on a steady course to the northeast,
Ammunition expended: 75runds of 5t/38,

0523 Secured frem General Quarters,

0545 Rejoined formation,

0921 ' Proceeded to -go alongside AIASKA for fucl,

1106 -Proceeded to retiurn to screening station, : .

1200 Weather; cloudy, low and middle clouds, passing rain squalls, visibility
fair, winds of L - 5 knots from NW to SE, barometer normrl, calm sea, °

1320 General Quarters for anti-aircraft firing exorclse for automtic weapons,

" using towed slceve targcts,

1527 Secured from General Quarters, Ammunition expended: 747 rounds HEIT
4Omm; 1156 rounds HIT and HEIT 20mnm, ’

1631 Gencral Quarters on approach -of unidentified aircraft,

. L 1641 Securcd from General Quarters upon identificntion of plane 2s friendly,

2150 Took station in column with DesDiv 47 for anti-shipping sweep ts

e an e T e e me e e e ws = e W= e

. e

westward,
5 Ag&s’o 1945 _ Moonrise 0303; Moonset 1732

01CO -MASSEY and DesDiv 47 rejoined the main body of Task Group 95,2 . Lo
‘0942 ‘Proceeded to go alongside GUAM to fuel, '
1033 Proceeded to regain station in the anti-submarine.screen,
1200 Weather: cloudy, passing rain squalls, visibility foir, light broeze
from NE, sea calm, ;
1312 General Quarters for 5" dnd automitic worpon anti-aireraft practice
using towed slecve targets, Ammunition cxpended: 17 rounds S1 SR,
P 160 rounds 4Omm, and 30 rounds’ 20mm, ' ’
5 1508 Unidentified -plane approaching, MASSEY standing by for possible alr-
; attack, ) :
1537 Secured from Genernl Nuirters onencmy plines clearing the area,
1711 General Quarters upon approach of unidentified alreraft,
1742, Secured from Genersl OQuarters when all planes in crea identified cs.
friendly, ' ’ :
1932 General Quarters upon approach of unidentified aireraft, . |
2009 Secured from Genernl Quirrters upon identification of 2ll plunes as friondly,
2215 Genercl Quarters to investignte surfoce rader contact mde by tho ANTHONY,
2220 Took station in column with DesDiv 47 for anti-shipping sweep of northern
approaches to the Yangtze River mouth. . i
2230 Secured from General Quarters upon evaluation by ANTHONY of contact as: ‘
"non targei, S -

k- ' B 02783




{ 5 ',.,‘ < Al6-3 ( 0110 ) : ‘ . 11 August 1945,

CONFIDENTIAL‘

Subject: Action Report - East China Sea Operation for tho period
. 2L July 1945 through 7 August 1945.

6 August 1945 - Moonrise 0357; Moonset 1825
0055 MASSEY-and DesDiv 47 rejoined the main bddy of Tosk Group 95.2
Y 0318 General Quarters for possible air attack,
: . 0348  secured from General Quarters as encmy aircraft left the area.
- 1058 General Quarters' for possible air attack, ’
i : . 1200 Weather: Cloudy, passing squalls, visibility fair, ‘1ight breeze from
[ : : NE, sea calm,
. P 1230, Secured from Genernl Quartors when numerous aircraft were idonti.f:.ed
: ' . “as friondly. ]
K ' 7 1403 CTG 95.2,.2 assumed t;xctical comm_nd of Task Group 95 2 as per C’IG 95,2
’ , _ visual dispatch 060455,

- 1534 Commenced test firing of’ 5"/38 VT projedtiles. '
1602 Secured from tost firing. -
N

. 7 August 1945 ‘ : ) Moonri so 01;38 Moonset 2009

2 0553 MASSEY proceedzd to assigned station for entry into Bucknor Bay,
l . Okimawa, in accordonce with entry plan, .
0711 - MASSEY entered the anti-sobmrine nets in column astern of the '\N'IHON"I,
, following the heavy units, and procceded to anchor'\go in berth 1~49.
F PARTS IV, V, VI, VII AND VIII.
I No comments,
l " 5 | C. W. ALDRICH,
oo
"~ CincPac 3
ComDesPac .1
I CominCh 1
+ ComDésRonbb 1
- ComDesDivl32 1
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OTPT AQQIELET U.S.S. MASSEY (DD-778)
| - DECLASSHRIED , .
1 f\ no77a/:116—3 (}7{/3 ) 9 Augest 1%5,
1 : - .
| | :
‘ | . Yrom The Goamanding GIficer
| o .90 3 , mcnmmdm'inﬁ:\ief, United States Flsod
N . : (R@acﬁmm Pivision)a
I Via s Cammnar Task Gip 95,2,
| . . Ecxuender Tack Fores 95,
IA 3 Sozmanior E:!:nth Fleats
I %) Commendoy Destroyars, Pacific Flest,
12; ) 5) Cemsemdsr in ¢hief, Pacii‘ic Pleats
‘ Sebjoots Anﬁ-ﬁrmf‘b Lction Report, formarding efe
3 : m: (A) &zbjm r@psrt of 0504, 2 kugust 191;5.
1' ok . 1, m accordance with peforsnce (a), enclomro (4) 1o
o - forwardsd herovith,

R | - | s a0

" Goples direct to

 Cominth (Bmdima Biv.) §
ci.nCPac

CazDasPas 1
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Q"Q-N-F“-I-I’ﬁ?‘fliv‘l“l-A-L[ ‘ - . N
REVISED FORM FOR REFORTING A. A. ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS '
Location of ship (area) Fant Chizs Sea U,S.S. MASSEY (DD~778)
Zone Tims ﬁ (Oi(}a Date 2 August 1945
ot Y - ot
1. &Jr'pi‘i's'e attack (yes or no) Bo oo Day or Night Night

2, Method picking plane up (Radar, binoculsrs, naled eyc) _ Redax-

. 3+ Range plane was picked up (50, 320, lO less then 5 miles) 5Q hi]%

4s Totel mumber of planes observed __m(l) Type -

5. Mumber of planes attacking own ship Qn';a (1) Type LI
6, Number of planes taken under fire by own ship _ Gns (1)

(a) Of those attacking own ship __ = = = = Type = = = =

(b) Others T Type - -

- 7+ Speed and alti‘tude of approach in knots and feet 165 Kpotsg 4500 feet

g, Number of guns firing = by caliber b = 51/38 ‘
. 55 rounds VT Y% 53 liod 1 Lot 207’7, 1k 53 Ved 2
9 _Anmunition expended = by oaliber 73 reunds 5%/38 Lot 2070

18 rounds ALC Mk 18,

- 10, Percent service allowance expended 2030%

11, Method of comtrol _ Pyl] Rajar Method of spotting _ Radar

Method of ranging __ Redep Method of firing Master Key

-]:2, Approximate time=tracking %o firsi shot 25 Mmutas

1'3. Approximate time of first hits - - ===

1-4. Approximate time first shot to last shot L8 asconds

15, Approximate poéition angle open fire _ 300 .

16, Approximate position angle cease fire 150

17, Approximate bearing first shot 250° T, 070 Relative

18, Approximate bearing'last shot 2100 T. 030 Relative

395 Approximate ra,nge ﬁrst shot 7000 Altitude of Plano m

20, Approximate minimum range a.ircrai:t approached 'ggm“ o Altitude w

2 Avﬁmximafe range 1as*b shot Som Altitude of Plane _2000

224 Ap‘oro:cimate altituda of bomb release o === __ Size of bomb 8 _-(_;}g 27

e o ]

e e as .+ aap A hmt e ®

1.




'lf‘i.f

" (An -aircraft is considered probably destroyed whorn, as result of own shipts fire:

© 29, What failures in material occuirod in this action?’ Yors

- 30, Sketch: (2) Indicate direction of altack relative s#ip'!'s head,

l(*:b—ﬂ«p-z-p-wim-fx-n ' - | | s i
Appmaximate range torpedo rolsage = = = = Size of Torpedo = = = = f'

244 Fumber hits on ship by bombs = = = = by torpedoes .= = = Was ship strafed No

ASizeg\m, -.-u-

25, Number near bomb misses damaging ship _= - - =

. 26, Plenes shot down: Nome - SURE  SURE PROBABLE DAMAGED

(By om ship (Assist)
alono) S

1 (5) Those attacking own ship _u - o
(b) Other airoraft o o ma

(Ain aircraft is considered destroyed ¥Sure", whon, as result of own ship's firo:
1, It i3 soen to crash, 2, It is seen to dinintcgrate in the alr or be onvoloped oot
in flamos, 3, It 18 eoon to descond on friondly torritory and bo captured. 4. Pllot -
and entiro orow are soon to bail out.)

(A) "Suro~Assist" may be claimed whon planse 1g dsatroyed as rosult of own ship's

and agsisting fire by friendly planes, shoro hat%cries, or other ships,)

It is so damaged a3 to have legs than an even chance of reaching its own territery
safely.) (An eircraft is considercd damaged when, es rosult of omn ship's fire:

It is 50 damaged as to require repalr boforo beginning another missicn, but has
better than an even chance of roaching its own torritory safely, Claims shall bo
based on careful interrogation by proper authority, and every effort shall be made .
to eliminate duplication of claims),

. o . R
I SR TR T I

27. Best estimate of size gun or guns rosponsible for each "Sure’! = o = =

28.n?orfbrmanco of ammunition (excellent, good, bad, poor) Good

gbg Show rolative position of sun,
Indicate own mansuvers,

Hotez Add descriptive toxt on additional ’ :
' gheot if requirod to olarify roport, , _ \

1
W R
Wcj%ﬁr&h‘ .
Hg. W. .

- |
N . o }!
,;LgLéiél‘;:égfa fSw: ' ) ~ J ,!
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' lemmakﬁdmbyﬁbrklzméaratﬁm it
17 mlles thoe farget was 84 1200 faet altituds, olizbing
steadily, Ab 7,000 yards ike &lt..“cfﬂ'i‘fﬁgm&ﬁ
8,580 fesht, The fivst Luxste chlinrated the targst pdp
pemsotarily,. o plme bazked right, dvipg sharply
izmediately afior tho first salve, and croszed absad ef
wwmeaas*mqwmtommﬁm T
night was very black ezd the plins was msver fanted
viseslly, 77 Eroesbtuzes wore cbssrvod,
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UNITED STATES FLEET
COMMANDER CRUISER DIVISION 16 °

CARE OF FLXTY POSY OFXFICE
‘&Y FRAXGIBCO, CALIFORNIA

© FB3-16/A16-3
Sgidx 0152

CONFIDENTIAL 16 AUG 1948

FIRST ZNDORSEMENT to
MASBEY s Serial 0109
dated9 August 19,5.

Commander Cruiser Division SIXTEZL (CTG 95.2).

From:
.To : Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
(Readiness Division).
via : (1) Commander Task Force 95.
: (2) Commander Destroyers, Pucific Fleet.
(3) Commander in Chief, Pucific Fleet.
Subject: Anti-idreraft Action Report, forwarding of.
1. Forwarded.,
%*5 ,LC{W .
cct
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\ C o . ' . '
! N . CONYANDER BATTLESHIP SQUADRON ONE
. ' m-l/ﬂ6-3 c/o Fleat Poat Office 90/1131 V 77 9[ /

" . : . 0 (p({j San Franciaco, California .

Sdri&ll . . NW T/ 1 hY +

ONFTDENTIAL
| | LN ; .,L)Lx
‘ : . EECOND_ENDORSTMENT to 21 August 1945 ,
' 00 MASSZY . (DD778) Cont g

, ltr Al6-3, Ser. 0109- |
[‘ dated 9 August 1945, |
[ j From: Commander Battleship Squadron ONE }
‘ _ (Commander Task Force NINTY-FIVE) ;

To 1 Coumander in Chief, United States Fleet (Read.Div)s
o Via 3 : Elg Commander Destroysrs, Pacifioc Fleet, o
[f | 2) Commander in Chicf, Pacific Flect.

Subjects Anti-Aircraft Action Report, forwarding of.
l“ . 1. " Porwarded.
:

- e e e o e e o e - - o - - - - -
l B Copy toz -
. CO MASSEY (DD778)

' L . ‘ ‘ ' 9 027 | S |
| | | 72}
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DESTROYERS PACIFIC FLEET ———— —— - ﬁg <

. 416-3(12)
; . serta 03445 10 SEP 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

)
i
b

4 THIRD ENDORSELEFXET to ) o
i GO LASSwY: (DD77€) Conf ' ' ’
' ‘ ltr A16-3, Ser., 0109 :
dated 9 August 1945.

T . .

From: - Corrander Dsstroyers, Pacific ¥lest, / .
! To . Commander in Chief, United States F;eot Reaii. Div)} , !
! » Subject: Anti-Aircraft Action Roport, forwarding of,
{ 1. Forwarded. ‘ . !
> 2, By corry of this eruiorsprmnt the attention of the
;- Commending Officer, U.S.S. VASSuY (DD778) is directed to reference (a) =
of the basic letter, as cou I‘ered by ALPAC 97-45, which delireates {!
the proper procedure to be followed in submitting Anti-Aircraft Action !

.Reports, Commander Destroyors, Pacific Fleot, is not in the opers~
tional chain of command,

Y. . PaiLLIES,

Lhilot of Stutf,

. ; Copy to: .
: CO MASSEY (DD778) : . | M
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10909 Meade Drive
Sun City, Arizona 85351
april 16, 1993

Hi Guys:

Enclosed are 180 + pages of the WWII activities of the
USS MASSEY DD778. One of the fellows at our Oregon reunion
put me on to the availability of the microfilm.

l.ois worked in the Citrus College Library and put me on
to the process of putting the film onto paper.

The results were far above my expectation. A local
film processor adjusted the microfilm to his equipment and as
a result it could fit to 8 1/2 by 11 inch paper. You saw my
copy at the Long Beach reunion where you requested a copy.

Haven’t heard from Doc so I guess he is still trying to
find his way home from aAustralia. He was suppose to navigate
to New Zealand. He should be back in time for the next
Reunion....I hope. Are vou there Doc?

Haven’t heard from Jack Zagaros ov anyone in the
Minneapolis area...l guess thete still snowed in. Cold
Wwinters are rough.

I sold my Coop in Laguna Hills in January and am now
full time in Arizona. Currently I°m in Glendora, California
with my gal, Lois. She is selling her home here and coming
with me in June to Sun City where we will fix up my place.

Hope this note finds you all in good cheer and preparing
for Massachussetts a year from now.

Sincerely,

o 07
)
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